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P R E F ACE. 



/\ CoMPLEAT coUeftion of the writings of the late Dr. 
^ ^ Samuel Johnfon was defired by the Publit with an 
ardour almoft equal to the high opinion which was entertained 
of his talents and his morals. The London Bookfellers 
undertook, in conjunftion with the deceafed's executors, to 
gratify this defire with an alacrity, which proceeded from a 
convi'ftion how much their own intercft would be promoted 
by punftual compliance* 

But, from whatever caufe, the prefent edition of the works 
of that great writer and illuftrious moralift, does not comprc- 
hend his Parliamentary Debates, which, every competent 
judge muft allow, exhibit a memorable fpecimen of the ex- 
tent and promptitude of his faculties. Thefe Debates, as 
the intelligent have for fome time known, and as the world is 
now authentically told by the prefent hiftorian of his life, were 
originally compiled for the Gentleman's Magazine. And 
thefe Orationsj which have induced learned foreigners to 
compare Brityh with ancient eloquence, were haftily flcetched 
by Johnson, while he was not yet thirty-two, wTiile he was 
little acquainted with life, while he was ftruggling, not for 
diftindion, but cxiftence, 
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PREFACE. 



The illuminations of Johnson*s Oratory were however ob- 
fcurcd by the jargon, which Cave thought it prudent to 
adopt, in order to avoid Parliamentary indignation. It is at 
length fafe to fubftitute the real for the fiftitious fpcakcrs. The 
prcfcnt Editor thought it a duty he owed to the Author and 
die Reader, to by afide the barbarous terms, which had been 
contrived as much by the vanity as the caution of Cave, that 
the fined fenfc might confpicuoufly apj)ear in the moll brilliant 
language. As thefc Debates appeared originally without any 
regard to chronological order, it was deemed rcfpeftful to 
the public to reftore this order, according to the dares, when 
the real Debates actually happened ; beginning with the firft 
of Johnfon*s on the 19th of November 1740, and ending 
with hib laft, on ti:e 23d of February 1742-3. T\\.\t this Z^- 
ginr-iyg ^md this end to the Parliamentary cfiufions of ilus fuc- 
ccfsful rival of ancient Orators have been properly adjuftcd, 
might be determined from the fujx-riority of llyle to the 
fpeechc3 of Guthrie and ILuvLcfwonh, the prccurfor and fol- 
lower of Johnfon in this department of compil.uion, if Sir 
John Hawkins had not fixed the dates from tiie diary of the 
friend, to whofe memorv' !ie h.is [uid a prorxr tribute, by 
iloin'' iuflicc to his virtues and his failiii >. 

It is undoubt:d!y true, that the Paillamcntary m.otions, 
whic!i arc containvJ in the follov. ir:; r;L\ r>, Wvic ir.;ule, .and 
that they were funpjrt'jd and oj^pcilwi by tlic ail'i^Miid 1] takers : 
but, it mud be ncknovOcJ;jcd, tliat Jolinfon uid nut give lb 

much 



preface: 

much what they refpeftively faid as what each ou 
faid. Thefe debates, then, may be confidered 
diftindl dramas, in which, on extraordinary occaf 
lie expeftation, known charaders of confiderable < 
were brought forward to aft their particular 
dramas thefe Debates have received a juft eulog 
markof competent judges, bow eafy it was to aj) 
Jpeaker his proper fpeech without knowing the 
dramas they may be perufed by the old, who reac 
mcnt rather than inftruftion* 

As Parliamentary Debates thefe volumes may 
as ftiil more ufeful : for, like the Orations of 
Dcmofthenes, they ought to be ftudied by the I 
as fpecimens of fplendid eloquence, nervous 
and Parliamentary decorum. Though few ci 
rival Johnfon's performances, every youth, wh( 
birth or fortune expefts to fit in Parliament, on 
by ftudious perufal at Johnfon's perfedtions in < 
reaibning. And thefe volumes may be ufefull 
by every public man for felicities of exprefli( 
flrufhire of fentences, happy at once for point, c 
elegance. 

Few of the collcfllons of Parliamci:tr.7'y Dehi 
juftly regarded as much more authentic than 
Orations, The moft ancient arc probably the n^ 

A + 



riU PREFACE. 

tic. D'Ewcs' Journals of Elizabeth's Parliaments, as die 
contain the oldeft Parliamentary fpeechcs^ are afiliredly lb 
moft curious. The firft volume of the Commons Journai 
contains fcvcral important Debates during the intere£bii 
period from the acceflion of James I. till the ceflation c 
Parliaments under his unhappy fon. The authentic Di 
bates of the Scilion 1621 were publiihed in 1766, firom 
Member's manufcript. The colleftions of Rulhworth coi 
tain many of the Parliamentary Debates during the ch 
wars. To thefc follow Gray's Debates^ which are fti 
more authentic. Bur, as to thofe various colled ions, whic 
profefs to give the Parliamentary Debates, during that di 
putatious period from the Reftoration to late times, Ai 
can be deemed of litdc more authority than the fubjoin 
fpccches of Johnfon. 

It was the Revoluiion which finally unfhackled the prd 
But it was dill criminal, at lead dangerous, to pubii 
Parliamentary proceedings without Parliamentary permilik) 
During King William's reign the newfpapcrs fomctimcs ga 
a detached fpcech of a particular fpeaker, who wifhc 
by contributing the oudines^ to gratify his vanity or fecure I 
feat. 

It was in the faftious times, which immediately fuccecdc 
when Parliamentary Debates were firft diftributed through I 
laiiJ in monthly pamptilcts. Then it was that Boycr's zi 

propagai 



PREFACE. ir 

propagated the Political State. This was fucceeded, on the 
icccflion of George L by thcHiftorical RegiJlerSf ^^ch were 
publiihed by foberer men, and may be fuppoied therefore 
to contain more fatisfadory information. 

r 

The Gcndeman's. Magazine foon after fbrnifhed the 
public with ftill more finifhed Debates, which were firft 
conripiled by Guthrie, then by Johnson, and afterwards 
by Hawkesworth. The fuccefs of this far-famed mif- 
cellany prompted many competitors for public favour, who 
all found an intcreft in propagating what the people read, 
however contrary to Parliamentary refolves. And thefe re* 
iblves have at length filendy given way to the fpirit of the 
people, who, as they enjoy the right of inftrufting their 
reprcfentatives, feem to have eftablifhed the privilege of 
knowing what their reprcfentatives fay. 

That the public, then, might not be deprived of writings, 
thus worthy of their author, or excluded from the eafy perufal 
of Parliamentary Orations, thus amufing and inftruftive, the 
two following Volumes were publifhed. And, they are given 
to the world in a form fo convenient, that they may either be 
confidercd as a proper Supplement to the Works of Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, at the fame time publiihed by the Lon- 
don Bookfcllers, or regarded merely as the Parliamentary 
Debates of that celebrated Orator, at the moft interefting 
period in our hiftorj% Aftuated by thefe fair motives, the 

Editor 



X PREFACE. 

Editor humbly fubmits thcfe volumes to the reader, tnifti 
to his candour for that favourable reception, which well-ma 
endeavours to inftruft and pleafe may always expcd fixwi 
public, at once intelligent, refined, and generous. 



LoNOOV, 

March ift, i/Sj. 



♦^ Some gentlemen, for whofc tafle and difcemnient t 
Editor has a high refpcft, having cbfcrved, that the bj 
barous jargon, which had bcin cm {loved by the vanity 
caution of the Editor of the Gentleman's Magazine, n 
mentioned too generally in tiic foregoing Preface, and A 
the Lilliputian terms, which or.ce obilruclcd the reader's pr 
grefs, would now gratify his curiofity, the Editor has ful 
joined the ficlious nam*cs of pcrfons and places with ti 
real ones, as they occur Ir* tl;c Debutes of that mifccllany 
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i of fidtitious Terms ujed by Cave to dijguife the real 
Names that occur in bis Debates. 



A. 

n,Ld.-Adonbin;:^orPlerJralin 
, Captain - Ambrelb 
Arech 

Duiccof- Aervl 
.-\rutn 
<una 
Anots 
I, Lord - Alysfrop 

B. 

?, Lord - Blatirome 

Sir Johi - Branard 
0.1 - Birrongtan 
irl of - Baht 
, Lord - Bruilaih 

Duke of- BcfJort 
", Lord - Berelky 

Flamcn 
Mr. - Bledna 
Mr. - Burul 
Mr. - Be'.vlos 
Lord - Broflit 
, Mr. - Bormlve 
^ir. - Brewon cr Buron 
\ - Bruleigh 

Mr - Bcrrull 

C. 

rll - Camnohcil 

Mr. - Ciwcr 
, Earl of - Carfilel 
t. Lord Quadrcrt 

Monf. - CalUlrehs 
till - Caiicvilh 

- Chorlo 

icid. Earl of- CailroHet 
ndelev. Earl of- Siolmlug 
;!I - Chillchurch 
Xiizk, Mr. - Cluckerbutt 

Colck 
Mr. - Q^okc 

Cocko 



Cooper, Mr. - Qucpur. , 
Corbet, Mr. - Croteb 
Cornwall, Mr. - Camwbll 
Cromwell - Clewmro 

D. 

Danes - Danians. 
Danvers - Dranevs 
Delawarr, Lord - Devarlar 
Devon (hire, Duke of- Dovenfhire 
Digby - Dibgy 
Drake, Mr. - Dekra 

E. 

Earle, Mr - ErrI 
Edmund - E'-ndoni 
Edward - Ed J raw 
Elizabeth - Ezila 
Erficine, Mr. - Eferkin 
Eugene, Prince - Euncgc 

F. 

Falconbcrg, Lord - Flacnobrug 
Falkland - Flakland 
Fanlhaw, Mr. - Falhnaw 
Fazakerly - Fakaztr^y 
Fenwick, Mr. - Finweck 
Ferrol - Fed or 
Fox, Mr. - Fcpux 
Francii - Farncii or Frifcr.n 

G. 

Gar?, Lord - Ge?a 

G'*c>rcre - Gor^cnti 
Gibbon, Mr. - Gi "ob 
GIouc iKr, Duke o* - Glu.'lrc 
Godclphin, Lord - GolphLndo 
Gore - Gcro 
C]owcr, Lord - Gewor 
G!-cnviiIe, Mr. Git^villen 
Gybbois Mr. - CJi^bw>\> 



\\. \VJi\ 






THE LIST OF FICTITIOUS CHARACTERS. 



H 

Halifax, Lord - Haxilaf 
Haddock, Admiral - Hockadd 
Handafyd, Mr. - Hafandyd 
Harding, Mr. - Hadringe 
Hardwick, Lord - Hickrad 
Harrington - Hargrinton 
Hay, Mr. - Heagh 
Heathcotc - Wb^toc 
Henry - Hynrec 
Herbert - llcrtrcb 
Hervcy, Lord - Hcrycf 
Hcffian - Hyeflean 
Hind Cotton - Whind Cotnot 
Hindford - Honrr)d 
Hincon - Hwcnion 
Hobart > Hobrat 
Holdemelfe, Lord - Hodrelneis 
Hooper - Horcop 
Hoficr, Admiral - Hozeri 
Howe - Hewo 

I. 

Illay, Lord - Yali 
l(ham - Idtma 
llchcOcr > ItchlctTer 

J. 

2 roes - Jacomo 
ckvl - Jclycr> 
rnkins - Jcnkino 
ohn - Ju.n 
oTcph - Jofippo. 

K. 

Keene» Mr. - Knee. 

L. 

I*edbory, Mr. - I^^bdary 
Lindfay - Liin.i yd 
LitchfirH - L:!irh*.r!d 
Lockvwtxxi . L(v!%M^ci:k 
Lombc - L?*b«fm 
liOofdalc, l«<'rJ - IxJriical 
Lovcl - 1. M^f 

Lymerkk, Li>rd - I yrnnic< 
LyUktOn • Lrt:;. \tr»o 

M. 

gli, Diike ot*- Maux-»!jur^h 
i.cTd > MilIuu 
■ MMf'ly 



Montrofc, Duke of - Morontode 
Mordaunc - Madrount 
Morton - Motron 

N. 

Newcaille, Duke of- Nardac fcdta 

Noel - Ncol 

Norris, Admiral - Nifror 

Nugent - Netgun 

O. 

Ogle, Admiral - Olcg 
On (low - Olfwon 
Oranc^c - Organc 
Ord, Mr . Whord 
Or ford. Earl of- Orfrod 
Orleans - Olreans 
Ormond, Duke of- Omroivd 
O\ford, Earl of - Odfrox 
Oxcndcn - Odnexcn 

P. 

Paxton - Pantox 
PclKam, .Mr. Plcmahm 
Pcrrv - Pjcrur 
Pcicrbtvough - Petraborauch 
Pitt, Mr. - Ptit 
Plumer Mr. - Plurom 
Polwarth - Polgnrth 
Portland. Duke of - Poldrand 
iV»>vlcu - I'tuitrt or Pictow 
Pi\M..!iT - Rcunclnp 
PufieMdorf - Pudentfbrf 
Pultcncy - Pulnub 

Quarondon - Qucnirdoa 

R. 

R In* ford - R.'.insfrod 
R.;nullc> . R.iii;U:» 

P,^..;. .-T-ind - Ri:nonyd 
R'^tiw-n - Rctrob 
K^iL:br - RoSca 

S. 

S..ir t Ao%.n - St. Avbun 
^ .;: i':;. . bumra 
S.miTL-l - Silvern 
band^uh, Ex-I of- SwarJitL 
Sirui;*, ^^r. . Snadiy 
i>>-ulA.roU5h, Lord - S.iiKbra«l> 
ScTtvp, Mr, . Screop 
hid\:\ , Lo(d • Scd . in 



THE LIST OF FICTITIOUS CHRACTERS. 
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vir. - Slenwy 
y. Lord - Shvftafbrug 
Mr. - Skeipaen 
Slerop 
Sofrem 
" Sofcrmct 
1 -Suthcvvoll 

- StordrafF 
tari 

5 - Stafmlaus 
• Snodiin 

T. 

Toblat 

- Tfahom 

1, Mr. - Thofinon 
. Tryace 
rd - Trachncrd 
Mr. - Tervor 

- Truron 

e. Marquis of - Tcucladc 
el. Lord - Trinocleng 

V. 

Admiral - Vcnron 



Viner, Mr. - Vynrc or Vemy 

W. 

Wade - Wcda 
Wager, Admiral - Werga 
Wakefield - Wafekeild 
Waller Mr. - Welral 
WaJpole, Sir Robert - Walclop 
Walpole, Mr. - Walelop 
Walter, Mr. Gu(brct 
Watkins, Mr. - Waknits 
Wendover - Wedncvro 
Weftmoreland - Weftromland 
William - Wimgul 
Willimot, Mr. Goillitom 
Winchelfea, Lord - Wichcn(ale 
Winnington, Mr. - Wuitimiong 
Wortlcy Mr. - Wolrcfyt or Wcrotyl 
WvTidham - Gomdahm 
Wynn - Ooyn 



Y. 



Yongc - Ycgon. 
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\iji of fiftitious Chat alters ujed by Cave to difguife tbt 
Places that occur in his Debates. 



A. 

:a - Almanaz 
T - Coluir.hia 
Lira - Amllredam 
;:nburg - Afchafcerourg 

- Aurilla 

B. 

"cs - Biirdolba 
na - Bracolena 
.' - llrai.'ncy 
- n:i'.iv'ia 

m - BIchneim or Bienhem 
;i - Buorbon 
abur^ - Brangbmden 
- Bro.lit 

- Liiu^^m 



c. 

Cadiz - Cazid 
Cambridge - Guntar 
Campcchy - Capemchy 
Carolina - Carolana 
Carthagena - Carthanega 
Cologne - Colgonc 
Commons - Clinabs 
Connefticut - CoiUecUcnu 
Crefiy - Cerlfy 
Cuba - Cabu 

D. 

Dancram - Denmark 
D'jtt'ngen - Dcttcneg 
Du.ikiik - Donkirk 
Dutch - Belgians 
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TH2 LIST OF FICTITIOUS CHARACTrRS. 



E. 
F. 

Goer: 5.1 - G«'^^?r.:Li 

Giaix'A - Gu. S:i:U 

H. 

H-ife Calfcl . H^ctTr C:c£k 
lk::i-»i .Be u 



I. 






?;2*^J3 - / i-r-r-:,'! 



I ii 



X. 






» •!*> • I 



Ml"":.-.- - Mc"«fln2 



N. 

New Yerk - N-.c^ 



orac 



O. 

^ • - ■ • • • J 

P. 
Par-:, - F:r\ri 

Po!. J . ?v-... : 

P. r - • I 



* • ' t 



P- ^ . {- " \r r. 

r-u. 



;' 



Png.. .i: / 



Sard: V4 . saij-; ^ 
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jft of fiftitious CharaEIers ujed by Cave to difguife the 
Name ^/Things that occur in bis Debates. 



A. 


K. 


il - Galbet 


Knight - Hargolct 


B. 


L. 


: - Hurgolen 
C. 


Legal - Snilpal 
Lord - Hurgo 


ms - Clinabs 

D. 

- Nardac 


P. 

Penny - a Grull 
Popery - Miflalfin 
Prophet - Luih-ug 


E. 


S. 


Cofem 
-Urg 


Sprug - a Pound 
Squire - Urg 


G. 


V. 


nan - Urgolen 


Vifcount - Comvic 


H. 


y. 


[eels or Tory - Tramecfan 

• 


Years - Moons. 



CON- 



CONTENTS. 



)EBJTE on the Bill for frobibiting the Exfortatlon 

of Com - - P^g^ 2, 21 

on afeditious Paper - « 23 

on incorporating the new-raiftd Men into 

the Jianding Regiments - 4X 

on taking the State of the Army into Con^ 

fideration - - - ^6 

refpeSling Officers on Half -pay - 121 

on an Addrejs for Tapers relating to 

Admiral Haddock - - 125 

regarding the Departure of the French 

and Spanijb Squadrons - 1 34 

on addrefjing his Majejiy for the Re^ 

moval of Sir R. Walpole - 139 

on cleanjtng the City of Wefiminfter - 206 

on the Bill to prevent Inconveniences art- 

Jingfrom the Infurance of Ships 210 

on the Bill for the Encouragement and 

Encreafe of Seamen 229, 243, 265, 2883 310 

on the Bill for the Punijhment of Mutiny 

andDefertion - 233y 35^^159 

on addrejjingthe King - - 363 

enjupporting the ^een of Hungary - 376 



RE- 



EFERENCES TO THE SPEAKERS. 

ON, Lord, 30$. Lord CbanceDor, 112. 

Ir. Hy.i^. Marlborough, Dukeof, 20U 

>ake of, 90, 108, 169. Mofdaunt, Col. 9$. 

iycnen], 36, 237/263, jo^. Newcaftle, Duke of, rof. 

Mr. 285. 311. Norrii, Admiral^ 131, 251^ 2$^» 

Ld. 222, 230,236,237, ^'d, Mr. 37, 77. 

0,361. rdbam, Mr. 6, ig^ 21, 133, ijy^ 

5ir John, 10, 22, 34, 124, 'S^ a4o» ^S^f «66, 309, 3,3^ 

[8, 229, 231, 239, 143, _.323» 34«» 3$3» S^S- 

'4» 287, 290, 292, 30P, *^»"> Mr. 113, 295, 306, 308. 

fi. 358. Pttltcncy, Mr. 2, 19, 27, 2S, 43; 

I, Lord, 261. 123,130, 132, 243, 259,271. 

)ukc of, 198. 325* 348. 3^«i 3«7- 

r. 236. QuareodoD, Lord, 60. 

r. 1 2. Saliibury, Biibop of, 197. 

»•• 262. Sandya, Mr. 7, 24, 25, 26^ 121, 

'■•9i *^4» 128, 138, 208, 209, 234, 

Mr. 21, IJ, 35, 136, 286, 279» 322, 337, 372. 

^ Shippcn, Mr. 379. 

r. 354, 360. Sloper, Mr. 93. 

ord, 187. Southwell, Mr. ^213, 244,28c, 332. 

!-ord, 105, 117, 139, 205. Talbot, Lord, no, 203, 204. 

:ley. Lord, 107, 108, 190, Thoropfon, Lord, 23. 

Tracey, Mr. 237, 2S6. 

c, Mr. 127, 363. TyrconncU, 206. 

.348- V""^» Mr. 94, 256, 257, 263, 

Capt. 250, 256. 287, 375, 381. 

Mr. 355. Wade. General. 82, 94, 234, 348. 

r Hind, 259. Wager, Sir Charles, 230, 265, 238. 

, Duke of, 201. 330, 332, 333. 

• 330- Waller, Mr. 30, 125, 134. 

. 9- Walpolc, Sir Kobcrr, 27, 29, 123, 

Mr. 16. 124, 132, 219, 232, 244, 251, 

84* 289, 366. 261, 277, 299, 316, 317, 329, 

d, 208, 240, 257, 285, 377» 383- 392- 

Walpolc, Mr. 129, 226, 269, 290, 

90- 304* 373» 

557. ^ Wcftmoreiand, Lord, 109. 

rd, 202. Willimor, Mr. 222. 

ir. 265, 339. Winnington, Mr. 26, 33, 13J, 239, 

rd, 194, 203. 242, 243. 260, 268, 307, 308, 

Lord, 180. 329, 346. 

330. Yongc, Sir Wm. 24, 27, 32, 34, 

rd, 109, 199. 39, 41, 65, 122, 228, 238, 26t^ 

37» ^3- 267, 282, 284, 302, 327, 328, 

dr. 281,283,309- 3381 3SI. 3S6> 357/ 360. 
9idr. 214. 



T\ 



mBBaesssstOBBmBmmmmammf^^ 



DEBATES 



IN 



PARLtAMfiNT^ 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Hffvimier 1 9, i 740* 

^lOCIlDltfGf AND DEBATE, WITH REGARD tO THE BILt fO% 
!»ftOHiBITING THE fiXroRtATloN OF CORN, icc. 

xjy thefirft day of the Sejffion^ his MajeJIy^ in bis fpii<h from the throHf^ 
recomminded tb Parliafmnt to confiltr of fome good law tb prevent thi 
growing wifchlifof thi exportation of corn to foreign countries. 

Cn the fourth day^ a bill for preventing for a limited time the exporta* 
tion^ i^c* was read a firfl time in the Houfe of Commons^ and the 
qneflion put^ whether it Jhould be printed^ which faffed in thi 
negative. 

This day the agent for the coknies of Penfytvania and New Jerfey^ pre* 
fented a fttition agcinft the f aid Corn BiU% which was referred to thi 
Comrnittn. 

Another petition Wds alfo prefented by the agent for the colony of Con^ 
neHicut^ in New England^ fetting forth that the chief trade of that 
cd*ny arofe from f applying other Britijb colonies with corUy fo that un^^ 
Up that colony be excepted from the reftraints intended by this billj both 
that and tbofe which arefupplled by it will be reduced to great dj/lrefs^ 
and fraying therefore that fuch exception may be allowed. 

The allegations in this petitien were confirmed by another^ from me of tbi 
provincet fuppUed by the colony of ConneSlicut. 

Another petition was prefented by the agent for South Carolina^ fetting 
Jorthf that unUfs the rice produced in thai provxmi Wf re allou^ed u V« 
Voir, L B tx(«Tti&<» 



S DEBATE Off (kOT. IJb 

ixperied^ ihi ahny muft hi rulmi ly the trntriiViAli hfs wf fhr 
wtflitrade^ at the eemntrift nsw fufpBei frem thtneti m tjg ti mt^ 
procure rice from the French fdtUments already t99 much their rivaij m 
trade, 

Thli petit: :n was fttppsrtcd by anether^ $ffirei at the fame time ty th 
merihants of BnJioL 

A fetitisi was likewifg prefnted by the agent for the fugar ijtanis^ m 
which It was alleged^ that if no provijions be imported thither fnm 
Britain^ they mujl in one month fuffer the extremities ef Jkmisse. 

AU thefe petitions were referred to tie Committee fsr the bill. 

A printed paper was alfo delivered t§ the sHosHhers^ entitled^ Con/ideri 
$n the Embargo^ which enumerated snany dangertus confe^uences tMi§ 
to be produced by an embargo en prtfKnfisns^ emd faggefted that it 
was no better than a wicked fcheme for private profit^ with §ther re* 
fiecVuns^ for which the paper was deemed a Isbe!^ and the author esmp 
misted to prifon. 

The hill being uad in the Committee^ produced the following uussttrgH 
deUte. 

MR. PULTNEYfpoke to this effia :— Sir, after all ik 
acicncion which has been bcftowed upon the bill now k* 
fure us, I cannot yet conceive it fuch as can bencht the nativ3«i 
or fuch as will not produce far greater inconvenicncics than thoft 
wtiich ic is intended to obviate, and therefore as ihofe inconvcui- 
encies may be prevented by other means, I cannot but declare that 
1 am far fiom approving it. 

Our anccftors, Sir, have always thought It the great bufiners of this 

houfc to watch a^ainft the encroachments of the prerogative, and lo 

present an incrcafe of the power of the miniiier, and the Comraow 

have alwavs been conf:Jercd as more faithful to thctr IrulK and more 

properly the rcprefentaiues of the people, in prcpoition as tbcy 

have confiJcrcd this great end with more a: tent ion, and p'oircutcd 

it with more ir. variable rrfLiIauon. If we enquire into the dlfTerent 

de^rre9 of reputation, which the fe\eral aflemblics ui Con.mons hare 

obtained, anJ confiJcr uhy fume are remcmbccd with reverence aai 

gratiiuJe, and others never mentioned but with dctefta:ian and coA« 

npr, we fliall always find that their crnJuw), with regard to thb 

jlepninr, has produced their renown or their infamy. 1 hofe aft 

js bftbc gcacul fufiVa^c of mankind applauded as the pattenu, 
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df tbeircountrj, who have ftruggled with the influence of the cfown, 
■nd thofe condemned as traytors, who have cither promoted it by 
uamfonable grants^ or feen it increafe by flow degrees without re- 
liftance. 

It has not indeed, Sir^ been alwap the pra£tlce of miniiters to 
make open demands of larger powers, and avow, without difguife, 
their defigns of extending their authority ; fuch propofals would in 
ibrmer times have produced no confequences but that of awakening 
the vigilance of the fenate, of raifuig fufpicions againft all their 
proceedings* and of embarraffing the crown with peiitions, ad« 
dreflesy and impeachments. 

They were under a necelEty in thofe times of promoting their 
fchemea, thofe fchemes which fcarcely any minidry has forborn to 
adopt, by more fecret and artful and fllent methods, by methods of 
diverting the attention of the publick to other objefls, and of mak- 
ing invifible approaches to the point in view, while they feeihed to 
dired all their endeavours to dilFerent purpofes. 

But fuch. Sir, have been the proofs of implicit confidence, which 
the adminiilration has received from this aflembly, that it is now 
common to demand unlimited powers, and to exped confidence 
without reftridioo, to require an immediate poflcifion of our eftates 
by a vote of credit, or the fole direction of our trade by an a£l for 
prohibiting, during their pleafure, the exportation of the produce 
of our lands. 

Upon what inftances of uncommon merit, of regard to the publick 
profperity, unknown in former times, or of difcernment fuperior to 
that of their moft celebrated predeceiTors, the prefent minifiers found 
their new claims to fubmiflion and to truft, I am indeed at a lofs 
to difcover ; for however mankind may have determined concerning 
the integrity of thofe by whom the late memorable convention 
was tranfaded, defended, and confirmed, I know not that their 
Wifdom has yet appeared by any inconteftable or manifeft evi- 
dence, which may fet their abilities above queftion, and fix their re« 
putation for policy out of the reach of cenfure and enquiries. 

The only aA, Sir, by which it can be difcovered that they have 
any degree of penetration proportionate to their employments, is the 
embargo lately laid upon proviiions in Ireland, by which our enemies 
bave been timi ly hindred from furnifliing themfelves from our domi* 
aions with ace rict for their armies and di«it MN'vt»« ^a^ ^>3^^ ^^* 
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low Tubjefis have been reftrained from expoTing themrdvct to ibc 
Biiferiesof famine, by yielding to the temptation of prefent profits 
a temptation generally fo powerful as to prevail over any diftant io* 
tereft. 

But as nothing !s more contrary tomy'natural dirpofition* or moK 
unworthy of a member of this houfe than flattery, 1 cannot afliia 
that I afcribe this ufcful expedient wholly to the fagacity or the ca«. 
tiooof the miniflry, nor can I attribute all the happy effiei5h produced 
by it to their benign folicituJe for the publick welfare, 

I am inclined to believe that this ftep was advifed by thole who 
were prompted to confider its importance by motives more preva- 
lent than that of publick fpiric, and that the defire of profit which 
baa fo often didatcd pernicious meafurcs, has for once produced* 
in return, an expedient juft and beneficial ; and it has for ooce 
luckily fallen out, that fome of the friends of the adminiftratioa 
have difcovcred that the publick intereft was combined with their 
own. 

It is highly probable, Sir, that the contractors Cor fupplying the 
navy with proviftons, confidering with that acutenefs which a quick 
fcnfe of lofs and gain always produces, how much the price of vic« 
tuals would be raifcd by exportation, and by confcrquence how much 
of the advantage of their contrails would be dimintfhed, fuggefled 
to the miniilry the ncccflity of an embargo, and liid before them 
thofe arguments which their own ubfervation and wifdom would oe* 
ver have difcovercJ. 

Thus, Sir, the miniflers, in that inflince of their condu£)« oa 
which their political reputation muil be founded, can chim perhaps 
no higher merit, than that of attending to fuperiour knowledge, of 
complying with good advice when it was offered, and of not lefiftiog 
demonftration when it was laid before them. 

But as I would never afcribe to one man the merit of another, I 
ihould be equally unwilling to detrail from due commcnJjtioni, 
•od (ball therefore freely admit, that not to rejrdl g'KMl counfel it a 
degree of wifdom, at which 1 could not expccl chit they by whom 
ahe convention was concluded would ever have arrived. 

But whatever proficiency they may have made in the art of goveni* 
■wiH fince chat cclcbr^led period, however they may have encrrafed 
ibetr maximt of domcflick policy, or improved their knowledge of 
Ibrci^ adirif 1 cannot but confeU myfelf flill luciiueU to fome de* 
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greeof fufpicion, nor can prevail upon myfelf to (hut my eyes and 
deliver up the publicic and myfelf implicitly to their diredion. 

Their fagacity. Sir, may perhaps of late have received fome im- 
provements from longer experience, and with regard to their in- 
tegrity, I believe at lead that it is not much diminifhed ; and yet I 
cannot forbear aflerting the right of judging for myfelf, and of de- 
termining according to the evidence that (hall be brought bcfor^e. 

I have hitherto entertained an opinion that for this purpofe oniy 
we are deputed by our conftituents, who, if they had repofed no 
confidence in our care or abilities^ would have given up long fince 
the vexatious right of contefiing for the choice of reprefentatives. 
They would have furnifhed the miniftry with general powers ta 
aS for them9 and fat at eafe with no other regard to publick mea- 
fures, than might incite them to animate with their applaufes the 
laudable endeavours of their profound, ' their diligent, and their 
magnanimous governours. 

As I do not therefore check any fufpicions in my own mind» I 
Ihall not eafily be reftrained from uttering them, becauie I know not 
how I (hall benefit my country, or affift her counfels by filent me- 
ditations. I cannot. Sir, but obferve that the powers conferred by 
this bill upon the adminiftration are larger than the nation can fafely 
lepofe in any body of men, and with which no man who confiders 
to what purpofes they may be employed will think it convenient to 
inve(t the negociators of the convention. 

Nor do my objc£lions to this a£l arife wholly from my apprehen- 
Sons of their condu£l, who are intrufied with the execution of it, 
but from my refledions on the nature of trade, and the conduct of 
thofe nations who are mod celebrated for commercial wifdom. 

It is well known. Sir, how difficult it is to turn trade back 
into its ancient channel, when it has by any means been diverted 
from it, and how often a profitable traffick has been loft for ever, by 
a ihort interruption, or temporary prohibition. The refentmentof 
diiappointed expeAations, inclines the buyer to feek another market, 
and the civility to which his new correfpondents are incited by their 
own intereft, detains him, till thofe by whom he was formerly fup- 
plied, having no longer any vent for their prod uSs or their wares, 
employ their labours on other manufadures, or cultivate their lands 
for other purpofes. 

B 3 T^M^-fc 
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Thu.*, Sir, if thoTe nations who have hitherto been fixpplicd wiik |i 
corn from Britain, Ihould find a method of purchafing it from Dci* 
mark or any other of the northern regions, we may hereafter feeogr 
grain rotting in our ftorchoufes, and be burtheneJ with prcrifioai 
which we can neither confume ourfelves, nor fell to our neighbours. 

The Hullanders* whofe knowicJ^e of the importance or fkill ia 
the arts of commerce will not be queftioned, are fo careful to pieltm 
the inlets of gain from obftruftion, that thry make no fcruple of 
fupplying thfir enemies with their commodities, and have beet 
known to (lW at night thofe bullets which were next day to be diU 
charged againfl them. 

Whether their exampV, Sir, defcrves our imitation I am not abSe 
todeteimine, but it ought at lead to be confiJcred whether tbcir 
conduct was rational or not, and whether they did not by a prc£:at 
evil, tnfure an advanta^^e which ovct balanced it. 

Th»Tf arc dnubtlefs. Sir, fuiretim-.s fuch exigencies as require t9 
be cnn'p'ic'i with at the hazard of future profit, but I am nut cert^tji 
that the fcatcity which is feureJ or felt at pnfent, is to be numbered 
amnnf;(l them \ but, however tormidablc it may be thought, fhert 
15 furely no need of a new Uiv to provide ap.ainll it : for it is one of 
thnfe e\tr3'i:uinary incidents, on which ihi- kin:; lia« the ri^ht of 
exfitln^ cxtr.!nrdin.iry i.owers. On ocrjuon^ l.lce tius the prcroga* 
five h?.s hcrctf^fjrc operated very cticLluaily, and 1 L:iow not thai the 
Iiw h.is ever rrftiaincJ it. 

It i- ihfre*<ire. Sir, in my opinion, moft prud.ntio deteim'ne no- 
fh-n^' in In .!.j ji.)t:s a ijiit.flion« liiJ rather to ac\ a^ the immidiata 
rccTiOM fh.II rcr,iiije, than pr'^ft-cutc any crrr.iin ni rt hud uf proceed* 
in^, r' rf\ Mifhar.y j-rrctd'-nl hy .i:i di\ r.f ih:' l>iutc. 

To icfTra.T t! 3! C'^!;;:i.efrr 1 v ul.ich i\r rcccll'irics c,f life 2re 
diftrihuieJ i« a lery bi"! 1 1 \|.erini<.nt, anJlnch as once proJuced aa 
in'jrrert nn in the c mp.:c fTci.e TurKi, tiat tcrniinattJ in the Jcpo* 
fi!:!in f*f c r.e of thrir fr.nr.2rr!«i. 

I i'':fe*ore w V r;';; lonJch, Sir, that I know not hnw to con* 
e!i:He : I an LTw;!Iip;» to depr".'. e the naiion of bre^d, or to fuppJy 
cur rr- -^ift with (Ir-n-rh lobcexrrted a^a:r.l> fiiifr.lv e$ ; hut I am 
on tiK- f -her ban! afraid to retrain commerce, a:.d to truft the an* 
fhnr»rf c^e rnnvention. 

Mr. P»LirAM fp-^kenext, to the foUowin;* purport ;— Sir, I am al- 
ways in expscUtica cf improvcncni and tnftrufticn when thai 



Mntlemaa engages in ^ny difcufSon of national queftions, on which 
be is equally qualified to judge by his great abilities and long expe- 
rience, by that popularity which enables him to found the fentiments 
of men of different interefts, and that intelligence which extends 
his views to diftant parts of the world j but on this occafion I have 
found my expedations fruftrated, for he has enquired without making 
any difcovery, and harangued without illuftrating the quefiion be* 

fore us. 

' He has fatisfied himfelf. Sir, with declaring his fufpicions with- 
out condefcending to tell us what deftgns or what dangers he ap« 
prehends. To fear without being able to (hew the ohjeSt of our 
terrors, is the laft, the mod defpicable degree of cowardice ; and to 
fufped without knowing the foundation of our own fufpicions, is 
furely a proof of a ftate of mind, which would not be applauded oa 
common occafions, and fuch as no man but a patriot would ventura 
to confcfs. 

He has indeed. Sir, uttered fome very ingenious conceits upon 
the late convention, has alluded to it with great luxuriancy of fancy, 
uid elegance of diclion, and muft at lead confefs that whatever may 
be its efieds upon the intereft of the nation, it has to him been 
Tery beneficial, as it has fupplied him with a fubje£l of raillery when 
other topics began to fail him, and given opportunity for the exer- 
cife of that wit which began to languilb for want of employment. 

What connection his wonderful fap^acity has difcovered between 
the convention and the corn-bill, I cannot yet fully comprehend, 
but have too high an opinion of his abilities to imagine that fo many 
infinuations are wholly without any reafon to fupport them. I doubt 
not therefore. Sir, but that when fome fitter opportunity {hall pre« 
fent itfelf he will clear their refemblance, and branch out the paraU 
lel between them inco a thoufand particulars. 

In the mean time. Sir, it may be proper for the hobfe to ex- 
pedite the bill, againft which no argument has yet been produced, 
and which is of too much importance to be delayed by laillery or in- 
vectives. 

Mr. Sandys fpoke next, in fubftance as follows : — Sir, the Bill 
before us, as it is of too great importance to be negligently delayed, 
15 Itkewife too dangerous to be precipitately hurried into a law. 

h has been always the practice of this houfe to conlider money- 
bills with particular attention, becaui'c moiicy iv^i^tt m^m^^ 
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the htgheft degree, and ought not therefore to be givirn but «pai 
ftrong afl'uranccs, that it will be employed for the porpofiei to 
which it is demanded, and that thofe purpoies are in cbcBichti 

juft. 

But if we confider. Sir, the bill now before u«, it will appoi 
y«t iporc than a money- bill, it will be founJ a bill for reguliiii^ 
the difpofalof chat, which ir is the i:rcat ufe of money Co procmta 
and it ihercfure not co be palTcd into a l.iw without a clofe atCcniioa 
to every circumflance that m.iy be comhineJ with it, apd aaac* 
curate exaniiuiion of a!l the confcqucnces that may be prodycei 
by it. 

borne of thefe circumftances or conHquences, ic is the duty «f 
every member to lay before the houfe, and I fliall therefore propofe^ 
that the inducements to the difcovcry of 2ny provifions, illegally d* 
l^rted, and the manner of levying the forfeiture, may be par:icularly 
dilcufled i for by a iehA in thi» part, the regulation lately cfta- 
bljfhed by the regency, however feafoaable, proJuced tumulu ud 
diAraAiom which every gooti government ought fludioufly to obviafib 

By iheir proclamation, iiii, half the corn th^t (hould be found dc^ 
figncd for exportaiiun was to be given to tho^e who (hould diicover and 
frtzc it. The popiilice, aljrmeJ at onct: with the danger of a £h 
intne, and anmiatcii hv a proclamation that put into chcir own haodi 
the m?ans or prcv n m^ Ir, and the pui ifhmcnt of thofe fron 
whot'e avarice they apprehended ir, rofe in throngs Co execute b 
grateful a law. hierv m.in, ^l-, while d.llrcu h id exaf^v rated hioi, 
was incited to gratify his rrie.-iimrn' ; evrrv man, whoie iJlmcft 
pfompted him to maintain his family bv methods mfi:c c^fy thia 
mat of dai!v Lbour, wasdcli^hirj with he profpcflot >:rovvi(:«;rich 
€n d f;.uiJ::: :r. a luikv fnzure. All the fr lirMiii> ami the profii^aie 
com'jmeJ tii^'t:r, m the wcli jn^ « i/i.^n-.M ft \u>lcncc aoi 
rapine, and wlicn :}icy h^J oi.i.e i^McJ i ^ir t\p'-Cia'.io:n there was 
no imail danger, i.ltLhcir ini;uii(iKr •.! <I.i.>«'^t< intmrnt liU'uId de* 
tcrnimcthrm l^ con^'ii:Jr, :tiat CL^rn, wh'.rrvcr luunJ, wa^ Jcli *dc4 
tot f Jk|i««jtati>*r:, arJ in ic^/c i: .^^ .. ia.-«t>.'] pi./.*. 

'I hj:, !>::, bv an iin{i.u%iriit rc'^uiaiK'n, v a^ e-erv man's pro* 
pcrty b:ju^ht :4.:nbj«^rJ, anJ ii.s pcnon cxp'ticd to tnc infults of 
M hur.^ry, a rapucuas, .:;J un^overnahlo rabble, let loofc by a 
puitltck pruc iamaiioat and encouraged to karch hgufes and cariiagea 
fejf M iir.a^inary Uw« 
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That we may not give occafion to violence and injufiice of the 
fiune kind, let us carefully confider the meafures which are propofe4 
before we determine upon their propriety, and pafs no bill on this 
important occafion without fuch deliberation as may leave us no- 
thing to change or to repent. 

Mr. Earle fpolce next to this effedi-^Sir, notwithftanding the 
JUngers which have been reprefented as likely to arife from any 
error in the profccution of this great afFair, I cannot but declare 
my opinion, that no delay ought to be admitted, and that not 
even the fpecious pretence of more cxzSt enquiries, and minute 
confiderations, ought to retard our proceedings for a day. 

My imagination. Sir, is perhaps, not fo fruitful as that of fome 
olher members of this Houfe, and therefore they may difccfver 
mjyny inconyeniencies which I am not able to conceive. But a« 
eyeij man ought to zSk from his own convidion, it is my duty to 
urge the neceffity of pafUng this bill till it can be proved to me, that 
It will produce calamities equally to be dreaded with the €on(i^• 
guences of protracting our debates upon it, equal to the miferies 
of ^ fsminc, or the danger of enabling our enemies to ftore 
their magazines, to equip their fleets, and visual their garrt* 
(bus. 

If it could be imagined, that there was in this aflembly a fubjeA 
of France or Spain, zealous for the fervice of his prince, and the 
profperity of his country, I fhould expe^ that he would fummon 
iJl bis faculties (o retard the progrefs of this bill, that be would em- 
ploy all his fophiftry to {hew its inconveniency and imperfedions, 
and exhauft his invention to fuggeft the dangers of hade ; and cer- 
tainly he could do nothing that would more effe&ually promote the 
inhered of his countrymen, or tend more to enfeeble and deprefs the 
power of the Britifli nation. 

If this would naturally be the condu6l of an enemy, it is un« 
peceflary to prove that we can only be fafe by ading in oppofition to 
it, and I think it fuperfluous to vindicate my ardour for promoting 
this bill, when it is evident that its delay would be pleafing to the 
Spaniards. 

Mr. BuRREt then fpoke as follows :~Sir, if this law be neceflary 
Itany time, it cannot now be delayed, for a few days (pent in delibe- 
ration, may make it inefFedual, and that evil may be paft of which 
fr^ gt hw CQAtrivin^ the prevcfltion, 
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That many contracb. Sir, for ihe exportation of provifiooi He | 
already made in all the maricioie parts of the empire, is general^ 
known ; and it requires no great fagacity to difcover that chofc by 
whom they are mad^ , and made with a view of immenfe prafi^ 
ave defirous that they may be executed ; and that they will fooi 
compleat the execution of them, when they are alarmed with iht 
apprehenfion of a bill which in a few days may take from diOB 
Ac power of exporting what they have already colie^ed, and fiuick 
their gain from them when it is almoft in their hands. 

A bill for thefe purpofes. Sir, ought to fall upon the coatradow 
like a fudden blow, of which they have no warning or dreads 
againS which they therefore cannot provide any fecurity, and which 
they can neither elude nor refift. 

If we allow them a (hort time, our expedients will be of Itidl 
benefit to the nation, which is every day impoverilbed by the oh 
portation of the ncceflaiies of life, in fuch quantities, chat ia a 
few weeks the law, if it be pafTed, may be without r^naWn^ 
for there will be no pcflibiiity of difobeying it. 

Sir John Barnard fpolce next to the following purpofe :^Sir,I 
cannot difcover (he neceilityof prcHing the bill with fuch precipitation 
as mat! necefljrily exclude many ufcful confiderations, an J may pia* 
duce eriors extremely dangerous ; fur I am no: able to conceive wktf 
inconveniencics can arifc ffom a (hort delay. 

The e»]vniTiiinn of provifionsi fmm Ireland is at prcfent flopped 
by the proclamation ; and the bi'cf which was dcfigncd for other aa* 
tions, has been prudently tou^htupby the contractors, by which 
thofe murmurs have been in a |:fc.kr m-ufure obviated MbiLh nata* 
rallv aiife from difappointments and l«jfus. 

There ii therefore, i?ir, no dan-'T of exportations from that part 
of our dominir)!i% M-hich i> the chici' ni.Lricc: for provifions, and fros 
whence our rntn r* h.«vc bte:i j;cncrj!jy f.prlicd : in Britain thtfC 
if Icfi d*n :-r cf any fuch pcni^Mji ir-siTick, both becaufe tbc 
fcartily ht:r ha^ rjiTcJ a!l prov:r..fn5 to a h:^h pricr, and bccaaJl 
n'.erch.i:-.:'j Jo i.-.t irr.i:v4!ji[i ly cc:iie t^ a tfLW mar'^rt. 

'Ihrl*!!, at Iru^, ou^'h: n-*: ?o !»c ; air. J without regard toihl 
geiicrai ui-.r^r- or lur ic i>w ;jrji::s, nor without an attentive 
derai.on of ihof: }<cii(io/.> whi^h hiw h.'n picfcnrcd tu us ; pet*: 
not prw/d-icr I by {utoc aitprchei t;< ns vi imaginary dangers, or diSaat 
p.u i^cti of :tKwr.v;ii.ct:Ctct bAtel} pe:Ill-!c, bat by ihc certain fof 
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£ghc of imcnc;4i?te calamiti^, ibe total defirudioo of trade, and the 
jfiiddcji defolation of flourifliing provinces. 

By prohibiting the exportation of rice, we Ihall, Sir, in one year^ 
leduce the colony of South Carolina below the poffibility of fuhlift* 
log s the chief produfi of that country, the product which induced 
us originally to plant it, and with which all its trade is carried on, is 
rice. With rice the inhabitants of that province purchafe all the 
,ocher oeceflfaries of life, and among them the manufadures of our 
own country. This rice is carried by our merchants to other pacts 
of Europe, and fold again for large profit. 

That this trade is very important appears from the number of fliips 
which it employs, and which, without lading, muft rot in the har- 
|)ours» if rice be not excepted from the general prohibition. With* 
out this exception, Sir, it is not eafy to fay what numbers, whofe 
ilations appear very different, and whofe employments have no vi- 
fibie relation to each other, will be at once involved in calamity, re- 
duced to fuddcn diftrefs, and obliged to feek new methods of fup« 
porting their families. The failor, the merchant, the {hipwright, 
the manufa£lurer, with all the fubordinations of employment that 
depend upon them, all that (lipply them with materials, or receive 
advantage from their labours, almoft all the fubjefis of the Britifli 
crown, muft fuffer at leaft in fome degree, by the ruin of Carolina. 

Nor ought the danger of the fugar iflands, and other provinces^ 
lefs to alarm our apprehenfions, excite our companion, or employ 
our confideration, fince nothing is more evident than that by paifing 
■this bill without the exceptions which their petitions propofe, we 
ihall reduce one part of our colonies to the want of bread, and con« 
fine the other to live on nothing elfe ; for they fubfift by the ex« 
change of thofe products to which the foil of each country is pecu- 
liarly adapted : one province afibrds no corn, and the other fupplies 
its inhabitants with corn only. 

The neceffityof expediting this bill, however it has been exag- 
gerated, is not fo urgent but that we may be allowed time fufficient 
to confider for what purpofe it is to be pafled, and to recolle<Sl that 
nothing is defigned by it, but to hinder our enemies from being fup- 
plied from the Britifli dominions with provifions, by which they 
night be enabled more powerfully to carry on the war againft us. 

To thisdefign no objedion has been made, but it is well known, 
that a good end may be defeated by an abfurd chglct of iba%.u%^ ^xA\ 
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am not able to difcover how wc (hall encreare our own ftrength, cc 
diminifli that of our enemies, by compelling one part of our fcUof 
fubjeds CO ftarre the other. 

It is neceflary , Sir, to prohibit the exportation of corn to the poift 
of our enemies, and of thofe nations by which our enemies will k 
fupplied, but furely it is of no ufe to exclude any part of o«r o«i 
dominions from the privilege of being fupplied from anocher. Nor 
can any argument be alleged in defence of fuch a law, thit «1 
not prove with equal forcCp that corn ought to remain in the baft 
granaries where it is now laid, that ail the mirlcets in this kingta 
IhouiJ be fufpendcdf and thai no man (hould be allowed to U 
bread to another. 

There i«, indeed, Sir, a poilibility that the liberty for whickl 
contend may be ufeJ to wicked purpofes, and that fome men nif 
be incited by poverty or avarice to carry the enemy thofe provifioM^ 
which they pretend to export to Britifli provinces. But if we i 
to refufe every power that may be employed to bad purpofes, «l 
niufl lay all mankind in dungeons, and dived human nature of ■ 
its rights ; for every man that has the power of adion^ may bat 
tiiViCj act ill. 

It is however, prudent to ohftruA criminal attempts even whci 
we cannot hope cniircly to defeat them, and therefore I am d 
opinion, thst no provifions ought to be exported without fome methof 
of fecufity, by which the governors of every place may be aTTuid 
chat they will be conveyed to our own colonies. Such fecuricies wJ 
cafriy be coi.trived, and may be regulated in a manner that they flul 
not be dcUatcd without fuch hazard, as the profit that can h; cl* 
pe£li-d from ilieg.il conmicrcc, wjII not be able to compenfare* 

It IS ttu-rcrorc. Sir, proper to delay the bill fo lonj: at leaft as tb4 
we iray pro lure by it the ends intended, and diftrefs our cnemin 
mnjc f an ojriclvfa ; that we may fccurc plenty at home, witbed 
ihe dcdructirn of onr diffjnt colonic, and without obliging partd 
our fcllow-ftibjec^i tuiic'crt to the Spaniards for want of bread. 

Mr. li. wLftb f| » Lc in this nunnir : — Sir, the nrcefliry of excrp^ 
IP? rice trom the '/ nrr..! prohibition is n.Jt only fufficientlv eviBcd 
bv thr agent of ^konth Cjrolmj, bat confirmrd bevond cootrofffff 
rr dnjlii, by (he petition of the merchants of Brillul, of which lli 
juHice and rraron^blcnefi appears at the isrft vicw to every maoic 
quAinic J M i(h the na;urc of commerce* 

Hof 
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How much the province of South- Carolina will be diftrefled by 
lis probibitioa, how fuddenly the whole trade of that country will be 
; a ftand^ and how immediately the want of many of the neceOaries 
' life will be felt over a very conliderable part of the Britiih <lomi- 
ons, has already. Sir, been very pathetically reprefented, and 
Tj clearly explained ; nor does there need any other argument 
perliiade us to allow the exportation of rice. 

But, from the petition of the merchants of Brifld, it ap- 
ars that there are other reafons of equ^l force for this indulgence^ 
id that our regard for the inhabitants of that particular province^ 
kwever neceflary and juft, is not the only motive for complying 
ith their requeft. 

It is (hewn. Sir, in this petition, that the prohibition of rice 
ill very little incommode our enemies, or retard their prepa- 
tsons ; for they are not accuflomed to be fupplied with it from our 
aatatioos. We ought therefore not to load our fellow-fubje^ 
!lh cnbarraflments and inconveniencies, which will not in any de« 
Be extend to our enemies. 

Ic appears. Sir, not only that a very important part of our commerce 
U be obftrufied, but that it will probably be loft beyond recovery ; 
r, .as only a (mall quantity of the rice of Carolina is confumed ac 
«iie, and the reft is carried to other countries, it is eafy to coo* 
ive that thofe who (hall be difappointed by our merchants wilt 
acuic (6 neceflary a commodity from other places, as there are 
uiy from which it may be eafily purchafed ; and it is well known 
at trade, if it be once diverted, is not to be recalled, and there- 
re, that trade which may be without difficulty transferred, ought 
ver to be interrupted without the moft urgent neceffity* 

To prove. Sir, that there is now no fuch neceffity, by a long 
lin of arguments, would be fuperfluous, for it has been (bewa 
ready, that our enemies will not fuffer by the prohibition, ani 
e miferies that inevitably arife from a flate of war, are too nu- 
erous and oppreffive, to admit of any encreafe or aggravation u|)on 
ivial motives. 

The province of Carolina, Sir, has already fufFered the incon- 
miencies of this war beyond any other part of his Majefty's do- 
inions, as it is fituate upon the borders of the Spaniih dominions, 
id as it is weak by the paucity of the inhabitants in proportion to its 
teat 2 let m therefore pay a particular regard to this pctition9 left 
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we ae^vite tfie terror which the neighbourho 4 a (l ow u ht 
enemy natixralj produces, by the leTcrer m poreity 

funine. 

Sir Robert Walpolb fpoke next in Aibftance as foil 
floihing is more ^ibfurd than for thofe who declare on all 
with great folemntty, their fincerezeal for the Tervice of the puUkftp 
to protrail the debates of this houfe by pcrfonal invcAlves, and dd^ 
the proftfcution of the bufinert of the nation* by trivial uIijilTjui^ 
icpeatcd after confutatioo, and perhaps after convidion of thdr » 
validity. 

I need not obftrve how much time would be Ipared, add 
much the difpatch of affairs would be facilitated by the fi 
•f thb pradicct a praAIce by which truth is levelled with faNhoaJt 
and knowledge with ignorance; fince iffcurrility and loerriiBeMirf 
to determine us, it is not neccflary either to be honcft or wife toak^ 
tain the fapcriority in any debate, it will only be ncceCry to railaal 
to laugh, which one man may generally perform with as much Ibd> 
ccfs as another. 

The embargo in Ireland was an expedient fe neccflary and tiaicl|^| 
that the reputation of it is thought too great to be allowed to tkeal^ 
mi.'iilt ration, of whom it has been for many years the hard toe, 
hear their ailions cenfured only becaufe they were not theaAtonsif 
Of hcr>, and to be reprefcnted as traytors to their coumry for doaf 
alM'.iys what they thought beft themfclves, and perhaps 
wbjt was in reality approved by thofe who oppofed them. 

I'his, Sir, they have born without much uneafmefs, and have 
tenied iheinfeKes with thecunfcioufnefs of doinsr right, in 
tion thit truth and integrity mud at lad prevail, and that tbe 
dcnce if their conJucl aiJ fucccfs of their mcafures would at 
evince the judice of their intentions. 

They hoped. Sir, that thce would be fone occafions on 
their enemies would n >t den/ the expedience or their counfels, 
diJ nut expect :hiC after hiving bccti io lon^ ajcufed o: enzr 
exorbitant j;o-.vcr, of rrjcctin;; advice, and pur t'uing their own fi 
with t:x nK>li irivirici.-icublliaaiy, they ihouiJ be fuppofeJ oa afal" 
den to na^e UiJ a'lJe their arru^wuc, to have Jefccnded to adofl 
the opiniuiis, an<i ^i»c thcmiclvcs up to the direction of others, odtV 
bckauU nu okjediKii cauiJ be nuJc to thi» inllance uf their CondoflL 

livM utttt^ppy, Sir, i^ull be the iUtc of thai man wboia oaly 
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lowed to be a free agent, when he ads wrong, and whofe motion^ 
hrhenever thej tend to the proper point, are fuppofed to be regulated 
by another ! 

Whether fuch capricious cenfurers expedl that any regard (hould 
be paid by the publick to their inveflives, I am not able to determine, 
but I am inclined to think To well of their underftandings, as to be- 
lieve that they intend only to amufe themfclves, and perplex thofe 
irhom they profefs to oppofe. In one part of their fcheme I know 
Bot but they may have fucceeded, but in the other it is evident how 
cenerally they have failed. It muft at leafl. Sir, be obferved of thefe 
great patrons of the people, that if they expe£l to gain them by ar- 
tifices like this, they have no high opinion of their difcernment, 
bowcver they may fometimes magnify it as the laft appeal, and high« 
fft tribunal. 

With regard. Sir, to the manner in which the embargo was laid, 
and the expedients made ufe of to enforce the obfervation of it, they 
Were not the eSc&s of a fudden refolution, but of long and delibe- 
rate reflection, affifted by the counfels of the mod experienced and 
^adicious perfons of both nations; fo that if any miftake wascom« 
mitted, it proceeded not from arrogance or careleflhcfs, but a com* 
pliance with reafons, that if laid before the houfe, would, whether 
juft or not, be allowed to be fpecious. 

But, Sir, it has not appeared that any improper meafures have been 
purfued, or that any inconveniences have arifen from them which it 
vas poiEble to have avoided by a different condu£t ; for when any 
expedient fails of producing the end for which ic was propofed, or 
gives occafion to inconveniences which were neither expelled nor 
defigned, it is not immediately to be condemned ; for it might fail 

a 

from fuch obftacles as nothing could furmount, and the inconvcni- 
cncies which are complained of might be the confequences of other 
caufcs afiing at the fame time, or co-operating, not by the nature 
of things, but by the practices of thofe who prefer their own incereft 
to that of their country. 

But though it is, in my opinion, ea(y to defend the conduct of the 
miniflry, I am far from thinking this a proper time to engage in their 
vindication. The important bufinefs before us, muft now wholly 
'engage us, nor ought we to employ our attention upon the palt, but 
the future. Whatever has been the ignorance or knowledge, what- 
Crcr the corruption or integrity of the miniftry^ thU buV v^ v:y^wA\^ 
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■refuli equally neceflary* The queftion h now e eroing as i§ 
ofcbe (cnace, not of the miniftry, aod the bill may proceed 
•bftruding future examinations. 

If the bill. Sir, now before us be fo far approved as to be 
cd of any real benefit fo the nation, if it can at all contribute to At 
diftrcfs or diCippointmcnf of our enemies, or the prevention of 
domcftic diilurbances which are naturally produced by fcarcity 
miicry, there is no need of arguments to evince the necefity if 
difpatch in paffing it. For if thcfe effeAs are to be produced by 
venting the exportation of provifions, and a law is ncceflkry tor tkt 
purpofc, it is certain that the law muft be ena£led, while our 
fions are yet in our own hands, ami before time has been given fa 
the execution of thofc contract which are already made. 

That contrads. Sir, are entered into for quantitiei tbat jeBf 
claim the care of the legiflative power, I have been informed by (wA 
intelligence as 1 cannot fufped of deceiving me. In one fmall 
in the weftern part of this kingdom fifty thoufand barrels of 
fold by conrraA, and will be exported, if time be allowed for col- 
leAing and for (hipping them. 

A fewconirafls like this will be fuScient to ftore an army wHk 
bread, or to furnifli garrifons againft the danger of a fiege; a lev 
contracts like this will produce a confiderabic change in the priccef 
provifions, and plunge innumerable families into did ref<, who migbc 
firu^gle through the prefcnt difficulties, which unfuccefsful harvcfls 
have brought upon the nation, had we not fold the gifts of ProvidriRf 
for petty gain, and fupported our enemies with thufepro>irions whick 
were barely fufficicnt for our own confumprion. 

I have not heard many objcAlons made againft the intention of ikr 
bill, and (hofe which were offered, were mentioned with fuch difi- 
dcnce and uncertainty, a» plainly (hewed, that even in the opinion of 
liim that propofeJ them, they were of little weight ; and I bclirie 
they had no grca:cr t{FcS\ upon ihofe that !:eard thrm. It may tbctf* 
fore be rea.'onably fuppolcd that the propriety of a hw to prevent tbt 
caportatton of vicluais is admitted, and fure'y it can be i.oquefiioa, 
whether it ought to be ptcfled forward, or to be deh}cd till it will be 
of nocfTcfi. 

Mr. Fazarcilv fpokc next to this efTiSl :^Sir, as the bill 
liPiicr our cuni;dera;«on is entangled with a multitude of circumfta 
log ur.puiuui to b;: paikJ by wiibuut cuntiilciAiion, and too w^ 

mcrona 
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ncrous to be fpeediiy examined 5 as its cfFo^s, whether falutary nr 
pernicious muft extend to many nations, and be felt in a few weeks 
tothercmoteft parts of the dominions of Britain, I cannot but think, 
that they who fo n)uch prefs for expedition on this occafion, confulc 
rather thpir paffions than their reafon, that they difcovcr rather en- 
thufiafm than zeal, and that by imagining that they have already tra- 
ced the effeds of a law like this to their utmoft extent, they difcover 
rather an immoderate confidence in their own capacity, than give 
Ukj proofs of that anxious caution, and deliberate prudence, which 
true patriotilm generally produces. 

There is another method. Sir, of proceeding more proper on this 
»ccalion, which has been already pointed out in this debate, a piethod 
t>f exerting the prerogative in a manner allowed by law, and cftab- 
ilhed by immemorial precedents, and which may therefore be re- 
rived without affording any room for jcaloufy or complaints. 

An embargo impofed only by the prerogative mav be relaxed or 
enforced as occafion may require, or regulated according to the ne- 
xffity arifing from particular circumdances ; circumftances inthem- 
S:lves variable, and fubjc£l to the influence of a thoufand accidents, 
md which therefore cannot be always forefeen, or provided againd 
>y a law pofitive and fixed. 

Let us not fubjeA the commonwealth to a hazardous and uncer- 
tain fecurity, while we have in our hands the means of producing the 
ame end, with lefs danger and inconveniency; and fince we may ob- 
riate the exportation of our corn by methods more fpeediiy effica- 
rious than the forms of making lliws can allow, let us not opprefs our 
Bellow- fubjeds by hafty or impruJent meafures, but make ufe of tem- 
^rary expedients, while we deliberate upon the eftablithment of a 
nore lading regulation. 

Mr. Campbell fpoke to the following purpofe : — Sir, That 
in embargo on merchandize or provifions may, upon fudder^ emer- 
gencies or important occafions, be impofed by the prerogative, cannot 
)e doubted by any man whofe (ludies have made him acquainted 
irith the extent of the regal power, and the manner in which 
t has been exerted in all ages. The chief ufe of the prerogative 
s tofupply the defeds of the laws, in cafes which do not admit of 
ong confultations, which do not allow time to convoke fenates^ or 
enquire into the fentiments of the people. 

For this reafon, in times of war the imperial power is much en- 
Vot. L C ^^^^^^ 
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larked, and bas ftill a greater extent as exigencies are more prefia^ 
If the nation is invaded by a foreign force, the authority of the crova 
is alinoft without limits, the whole nation is coolidcred at an araif 
of which the king is general, and which he then governs by manol 
laws, by occafional judicature, and extemporary decrees. 

Such, Sir, is the power of the king on particular emergencies^ 
and luch power the nature of human affairs muft fometimes require; 
for all forrr.s of government arc intended for common good, anl 
caltulatcd fur (he citablifhed condition of mankind, but muft bcfut 
pendcd when they can only cbUrucl the purpofes for which ihcy 
were contrive.!, and muft vary with the circumftances to which diry 
were adapted. To cxpL\:'l thut the people (hall be confnlced .k 
qu'.fli'jns on which ihwir h.ippincfi di-pcnJs, fuppofes there is 
an oppiftuiiiiy of confiiltis-.j them wi:hour hazarding their liieii 
their frccJorn, or th"ir •»<.ir. nloji-, by the forms of dtlilicraiion. 

The ncciffitv <'f LXtcnJir<' the nien ^^ativc m ihe cxticmitin of 
powc", i^, i h'}p*| a; a very izre.it uifl.incc finm us ^ but if the cm* 
gcr of '.he cxporiaiic.n t»f xiJliial-, be 1^ ur'»oiit as ("umv* jcntlc.T.m 
h.ivc irjutfcfitcJ it, and To i"i.rr:'.ii!.ib!e as it apjears to the uh-Ic 
11.1 : ion, it i^ fnicly r ';•..{ f.tc that thr !;i!cnt powers of the cruira 
fli :;Iii he i. iV.' d l.»rth fi-r our ; :»*:ttl:u;:, that plenty be fecund 
\v.-hi:i ::-.e ::.■.:. r , by Ivirririj^ up Diir p^ri?, and the jvupl:" hJ:-.J:;ci 
f- :\ l:.-!i«', .; ; t;;t r..:. !\ ,i i.i tl), Ii t njmic.', anJ AjuanJeii:::: ir.ci 
I.' ::*r-._s win li li-.c firiil:tv i.f ..11: I'.-il li.:i IcftDwei! upon tliem. 

i- r kn!*jRT \\'.\; iv-M re p!i. J ii. liic fullowinj: iranncr : — *:•, "t 
i:- U} 1. 11. 11 :.:. ,in; ,•• ^ t.;c ^-^utitmr:; ivf.n ha\e <»jij)Lrt\i mv i-j'-:i!..r. :? 
r. . ij;..:i.i ;. 1 :.:i rxtffi r. t f ifj :i\;..l .-.iitlior ;I v, or w.ilin.-Iv to ir.?r-2 
a:-. ;• ''.V. r :.) t!.t a Imli-. ;!...:!. :], tli.r, th.u.-h tlii y l*.t\c m; :!i-* tc- 
i..". ;• t\; n :.. J il.i ir kp.Mri i.:.» w ::h?.'j: a:^v anibitMiiiy i-f lai truj e, 
I : ivr^ Ic*;:;, . ■ 1 it .. , 1 .1 ji in '.•-I^t w!./r!i:-r I ^io i\ n :i..:!.4kc :;.c f 
Pi.. :».;»::, -ji ! i-.l:mi r, uiiii .t K:"::j'i'.Jii ana u[ice::.. ir.v, propiie 
Ilit i\\'M:.K\ I > 'a::.^\: .;M :1 .. : ..-;•;:?• .11:= iV.Mi rcj ll.: i!v t.i Lr^rJuS 
III-, ..: ■j»:.cf.:s i : v. i.h ! , i ..: ^' ;iy iIk- \\,uc, :*nJ w):.Lh I Ciill 
J- , -::. .lij-.: !i.i .r.\ii\- : r." »■.-. :1 -Vto^ ■ ■. t.^Kis, wIkii 1 a:n c ■!;\ii;ccd la 
j: ■ -• *•! -■ ; i 1 ■ . -y . :\ ■ :.r:.i ::u:h. 

I:, ir, i.liry «.f la: c!..-.itih which I \...\c rr, \-:.v.'i:rcJ lo 
r t .:!?:'. ;. :, i> n t <.!»! ■ niAcf-ly aJniittcf, ba: ^:T;:.i;r«i 10 
K* I » i'rr::':ri;, t a: t: c.h-.i.mi wai: fur liic fi.k-r.jnitv of licl.Mii, or 
luc w^.:i:xi.;i !j:::ii u: raflln* laws. '1 be Jai .'cr whiwh is c\frr 
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tooaient encreaCng, requires, in the opinion of thefe gentlemen, to 
be obviated by extraordinary meafures, and that pernicious com- 
neicey which threatens the diftrefs of the conununity, is to be re- 
jtraioed by an immediate ^& of the prerogative. 

If this be the opinion of thehoufe, ic will be neceflary to lay it 
before his majefty by a regular addrefs, that the nation may be con* 
tinted of the neceffity of fuch extraordinary precautions, and that 
die embargo may be impofed^ at once with the expedition peculiar to 
defpotick power^ and the authority which can be conferred only by 
fenatorial iandions. 

Whether this is the intention of the members, from whofe decla- 
Mtioos I have deduced' it, can only be difcovered by themfelves, who, 
if they have any other fcheme in view, muft explain it in clearer 
terms, that the houfe may deliberate upon ir, and rejefl or adopt ir, 
according to its conformity to the la-vs of our country, and to the 
prefent fiate of our affairs. 

Mr- PutTEHEY fpoke thus :^ Sir, whatever may be the meaning 
of other gentlemen, who muft undoubtedly be left at full liberty to ex- 
plain their own expreifions, I will freely declare, that I am fufficiently 
ttnderftood by the right hon. gentleman, and that, in my opinion, no 
remedy can be applied to the prefent diftemperof the nation, adiftemper 
by which it is hourly pining away, by which its vitals are impaired, and 
the neceflary nouri(hment withdrawn from it, that will operate with 
fufficient efficacy and fpeed, except an embargo be impofed by the 
prerogative. 

That this opinion, if received by the houfe, muft be the fubje£l of 
an addre&» is. in itfelf manifeft, and the reafon for which an em- 
bargo is required, proves that an addrefs ought not to be delayed. 

I cannot omit this opportunity of remarking, how plainly it muft 
DOW appear that many of us have been unjuftly charged with ob- 
firuSing the progrefs of the bill for pernicious purpofes, with views of 
raifing difcontents in the nation, of expofing the adminiftration to 
publick hatred, of obftrufting the meafures of the government, 
or hindering the fucccfs of the war, when we have receded 
from our general principles, and fufpended the influence of our 
cftabliflied maxims, for the fake of facilitating an expedient which 
nay promote the general advantage, by recommending his majefty 
to the aficAions.of his people. 

Mr. Pelham here replied to this cifca ;— S\r> 1 ^tsi i^^ ^^^^ 
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blamin;; any gentleman for aflciting, on all occafions^ the inCrgritrof 
his dcfi^ns, or dirpLiyiiig the rcafonahlencfs of his condud; and of 
what 1 do not difapprove I fliall not decline the imitation. 

It is not uncommon, in the heat of oppoficion, while each nuB b 
convinced ofhi:* own honefty, and firongly perfuaded of the truth of 
ht> own pofitions, to hear each party accufcd by the other of deigns 
detrimcnul to the publick intereft, of protrafling debates by artfnl 
delays, of ftrug^Iing againft their own convidion, and of obfcunng 
known truth by objcclions which difcover themfclves to be without 
force. 

Tbcfe accufations, which are on both fides frequent, arc, I hope, 
on both fides generally falfe ; at leaft it muft appear on this occafioo, 
that thcfc who prefs the bill had no views of ftren«!thcning their paity 
by a \iclory, of wearying their opponents by obtlinacy, or of pn>- 
nio:ing any privjtv purpoll-s by a new law; (ince an expedient, by 
%h!)i(.h time m.i\ he ^',.iini\I, and the avowed end of haftcning this 
n(\:en'4ry bill L cure J, is no fooiier propofcd on one part, than receive' 
on the I'lher. 

yf/ /v.- «//.■ of tf:t' ilfh.it €^ a f.^m if an cdlrefi was prifofid h M'» 
Ci u ( t c I b u i k ; f ( '' . * A, / C-; ';;• <//»/• • c t y./ / ; / *^f I'it/fe^ « as prr/tnuJ Si ij 
tnii'fy: utti an i ••; / . ;r r 5 tt*.; f / i / . / j 7 alt /■ r9% ttfi 9ns aci9 riiinc /y . 

Ok ihi i-j.'h ii:y 't ,:::.* ^ "' . ' zufc ptsa^Utlpn the biiifor prtvintimi /i- 
/■•■ L:u:k ; -»i.;" .v.' ij .;•: tucnrt r,f thf iz*n xvhiih had hem txft^Ul 
f:r li.\ \ta''i iiii ^7 i ti I't .\2:J lifore /!v ijmmitUe* 

ThLuh ../;..•»■./■ '...'.•.■ • . ' .'\ t: r..'. c*^ tie en liirr:9 :n /kiti IaU% 
:i it'} fjh :r rii/^ u^ .'. ': i •, miif/f\ had hf:re c^Jeridts he Jstee. 

Cv t'^t 21// t^t dm //;."• uui ujln /•'•/ juiuii :f .Li:i*erut:'n^ ardj»i 
i.it: ndme^ts xiere ff.u.ity .Mr, ^.lndv^, c'ntu:niK'^ n^t o^Jy e^i/^: a 
ff riii and f.^ h , \L t .V ''• / i:J I ee ►; h/:ir ,- adm:tt:ti^ but lUru ij e : f iutt. ', 
at a pj'r ijhiiL'e <:r.m:.i.:y^ u//»/\ :f it 'j,er^ nU aL:weJ rj it rjr/;»Si^ 
tvculd (Offupt and heisme ujthji in a port time, 

lie pf:p hd likeutje^ that tie t;(,i .\\tnds of Je* /\y and Guftmj'j mi^k 
4-r: KLe t§tfjk pl,ed^ wjh^ettam fejhiSii^ni^pom tJ^e fftt «;" £/c;i- 



arrff' 
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Js u.!i p^c'rftd likiwife^ in fav:ur ^f fime ether esLn'.es^ that ttn au^k 
rnd^ e p'-rjtfizns /rem Hrit^in^ ,'r,i there jhcuii te a Ktrfjfiit Ur nis 
ii^aWtonti 9j shjfpi9V':n::t t: ahjnd:n tleir fettittrenti, 

7/-' J<"' ••V.'Vi cf th.i lau'^ and tie fntir.Ker in whuh tkey/HuU bt rn^9rd 
cK.i a^fiitJ^ U/f/ liieuiJef.tiUd^n iLiiiuj, 
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Nwember 25, 1740. 

7bt anfiJiroihn 9f the Cam Biliwas refumed'y and it was particular fy 

debated from what time it Jhould commence^ which f^me of the memhirs 

were inclined to fix on Ihe ^th day of the ffjfion^ on which occajion 

Mr. Campbbll Jpoke as follows : 

Sir, .that the laws may be obferved by the nation without daily 
violence and perpetual compulfion, that our determinations may be 
received with reverence, and the regulations which we eftablifh con- 
firmed by. the concurrence of our conftituents, it is neceflary that we 
endeavour to preferve their efteem, and convince them that the 
publick profperity may be fafely trufted in our hands. 

This confidence is to be gained as well in high flations, as in lower 
conditions, by large aflcmblies as by individuals, only by a conflant 
pradice ofjuftice, and frequent exertion of fuperior wifdom. When 
amy man finds his friend oppreifive and malicious, he naturally with- 
draws his affections from him ; when he obferves him advancing ab- 
furd opinions, and adhering to them with obdinacy incapable of 
convidion, he falls unavoidably into a diftruft of his underf^anding, 
and no longer pays any deference to his advice, or confiders his con- 
duflas worthy of imitation. 

In the fame manner,, Sir, if the legiflative powers (hall, in making 
laws, difcover that they regard any motives before the advantage of 
their country, or that they purfue the publick good by meafures inade- 
quate and ill-concerted, what can be expelled from the people, but 
that they (hould fet up their own judgment in oppofition to that of 
their governors, make themfelves the arbiters in all doubtful queftioirs, 
and obey or difregard the laws at difcretion ? 

If this danger may arifc from laws injudicioufly drawn up, it m.ay 
furely be apprehended from a compliance with this propofal ; a pro- 
pofal that the operation of the law fhould commence eleven days be- 
fore the law itfclf is in being. 

I have hitherto, Sir, regarded it as a principle equally true in po- 
litics as in philofophy^ that nothins can a£i when it does not txifl \ 
and I did not fufpe^t that a pofition fo evident would ever (land in 
need of a proof or illuftration. 

We live indeed in an age of paradoxes, and have heard fcvcral 
notions ferioully defended, cf which fome would, not many years 
ago, have condemned their abetter to a prifon or a madhoufe, and 
would have been heard by the wifeft of our anccftors wiih Iaw^Vvv^x ^t 

C 3 <\\:\.^V\-3^Vv'W\ 
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detf {Ration ; but I did not ticptSt thtc the hardy i 

would have (hocked mjr luiderftaoding vich a pofi like 

have aflerted that a law naj operate before it is made, or htSatt k m 

prnje£)cd 

That where there it no law there is no traagreffioii, k a 
onlv eftabli(hed bv univerfal conient, but in itfelf evident and 
nibble ; and it is Sir, furely no Icfs certain, that where tkeie' 
trinlgreiTion there can be no punifliment* 

If a man may be puniflied. Sir, by a law made after the faft, 
can any man conclude himfelf fecure from the jail or the gibbet? A 
man rrsv eaniy find mcar.s of being certain that he has oflTcndcd M 
law in beingt but (hat will afford no great fati$faclion to a mind aa- 
turully tioiorout ^ fince a law hereafter Co be made, maf, if this 
mutirm be fjppofcd rcafonable, take cognizance of hit a£lions« aad 
bow he can knew whether be has been i^u^liy fcrupulous to oUavc 
the futL'rc (litutcs cf future fenatc«, be wi«i finJ it very dificuku 
dctcrm>ne. 

Mr. PtLHAM nTc and fpolie (hus :— -Sir, natwithdanJipg the ah* 
furuitv which the honourahie gcntltman inucincs hiinfclr to have dif* 
cover' il in tK.:> propofj!, ami which he mud be confeflcd to bafs 
pi^kci m J very Amp;:; I'^'^'^ I am of opiniikn, (iiat i; may with vcrr 
iitllc conUiicracion be rcc4}j}C4lcil to re^luu anii to iuftice, and that the 
wit and facire that have* been fo liticrauy «.mp!>yc«i, will appear to 
have been led t:; the n r, without ufc u.nJ witiinut injury. 

The rprr..:ion of the Uw may very properly conimence from the 
day on which the cirHurgo was lj:d by hi> mairn\'& proclamation, 
uKi. h r.iic!v \v.i< m rfijcd to no purpoie, and which ought not to be 
dii(bc\ed witho'ji puiiinimenc. 

b r JiMN iUrnard f^okc next loihiscfTcJ^ ;— Mr, I cannot bat 
be f nicwhititjrp:::e J, th.;t a eentli-nuii fuiorirconvcr'ant in national 
9!:'j.r«, (hou!iI 111-: \ct have hea.'d or Lnuwn the uiii'crcncc between 
a (vnciamaiinn .r.i! a penal liiw. 

r.v -i piijciuii.iti.'n h? mijefivmav prc\ent in fame cafrs what be 
c:.".? 0! punith; he n^^^ h.nJcr ilie i->|M>nation of our corn by ordering 
Pi ;-8 tn l*e \\d,. n ! .1 llu* entrance of <«iir harl:^uri ; but il any 
(houlu eicifrf u .1 p ^.biicd Cargoes, he c^n it\:uil no penalties 
yjxin them at lit* r irr*ir:;, 

I (. ( i..wii-c- ihiN prihibiti n bv the faniTtion of punlOiments is the 
intcniun ;if tlkc prci'cnl lill| lui a proclamation can make nothing 

ciUniaalt 
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crimioal, and it is unjuft and abfurd to punifh an a£tion which wag 
legal when it was done. 

Tlie law ought. Sir, in mj opinion, not to commence till time 
is allowed for difperiing it to the utmoft limits of this ifland ; for as 
it is unreafonable to punifli without law, it is not more equitable to 
punilh by a law, of which, they who have unhappily broken it, 
oould have no intelligence. 

A future day was agreed to: 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Dicember 2, 1740, 

f>EBATE EELATIKG TO A SEDITIOUS PAPER OF THE SAME 
KIND WITH THE CONSIDERATIONS ON THE EMBAROO ON 
PROVISIONS. 

Z^ord Thomson took notice of a paper which he had in his hemd^ and faii 

be received it at the door^ where it^ was given to the members as they came 

in^ and J complaining of it as an indignity offered to the houfe^ dejired 

that it might be read* fVbich being done^ herofe up^ and f poke infuh" 

Jianie as folUws : 

Sir, the crime of exafperating the people againft their governors, 
of raifing difcontent, and exciting murmurs in a time of general 
danger, and of attempting to reprefent wife and falutary meafures, 
which have received the approbation of the whole legiflature, as 
mean artifices, contrived only to raife the fortunes of fome favou- 
rites of the minifter, and aggrandize the officers of ftate by the mi- 
feries of the people, is a crime too Enormous to require or admit any 
aggravation from rhethoric/ and too dangerous to hope from any ex* 
cufe from candour and lenity. 

To read or hear this paper isfufficient for a full conviflion of its per- 
nicious tendency, and of the malice of its author ; a charge not fixed 
upon particular expreffions capable of a doubtful meaning, and which 
heat or inadvertency might cafually have produced, but fupported by 
the general defign of the whole paper, and the continued tenor of 
the argument, which is evidently intended to (hew, that an a6l 
of government, which cannot but appear nec<i(V2LT^ ^tv^ ^^^Aows^^ 
in tbeprefcnt ilaie of our a Jairs, an ad railJved b-j \\i^ cuyvcm\i^^^^ 
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of all (lie powers v( the leg fljture, is nothing but a iUienie of 0^ 
liiC M ltow rich bv Oj j^ruFi'm. 

Nor i» (his icamlAiou^ libel written with more cotifidaice and iaC^ 
Icrcc than it is i!ii>rr:'cJ. Not content. Sir, with vilifying the pi» 
ccrdm.'^ot' th? ii.:te« th*: author h is indufirioufly publilhed his ci> 
lumpy at our lioor : the t i!:e has been when defamation Ikulkcdk 
fccrc:, nnJ ca'iin)-:' - ajnintl the government were dirperied bf 
M^hirprr> <<r ] ri\.itv' ci*irmunicatii«n ; but this writer adds infulota 
hi^ ih'uric'S, and at OkC rt ; roichcs and defies us. 

I Wz iMve to m"\c, thcictore, dnt the hnfj d >ceRrjre this paper 
as ^' i* m..lu:i «;v and uaiid.ihuis libil, highly and injur ioitfly reikd* 
ir^ upon a jull ?.:vs\ v.iic sA of his m-ijefty's government » and a!;^ 
Lp"n the proec Jinjs i>t' both h'j'iles of I'cnare ; and fending to 
create jcaioufu* in I'.nr 1l1i^d^of the people." I alio move, ■* thil 
the .;u:lior may be oidcud to attend, to be examined at our bar/' . 

[This was unanimojfv a-teeJ to by the houfe. The door- krt per 
w.'* cilltfd in, a'«d Ikipj {hewn the p.iper, was afked from whom be 
received ii : wlio anft^ered, that he believed the pcrfon who ddn 
vcri .! it to him, was then «7e:aincd in one of the committee roooii 
v;: v> \k[\ r\\ he wi^ oft'rie ! to look for, and fjtch him to the bar. 

^!^ ^'; -/. , t»Kir> pi:ice t!ut the pcilon was already in culto^Vi 
fii"*, il' *t ^r fri(»u!d br ^!.id 10 t,-.o".v bv what aaihcrity. It was doC 
f c..!oi»a''!-' t ■ p'JMiih ti:i^, and ■ .J t ;:ncrw.;r'!s. 

L':' ri wn. h ^'f //'. }\':'f re/. ..!, t/at he had ca»:fcj him to be 
dct .U\k*., jn ' : 'T •'. k.T w t" c : !e.i .re of the hou/c ; and that be 
i! -1 *.t It hi I'iiiv to Uc.ire u tr : r. .i\ an itRaJer from rfcapin*. 

: . -i'.x ;.'trr tV.c .!>>:- Ljepcr bri»u2:ht t^c man in, when he dec lirnf, 
11; • n tx.i:^-. .: . . , I . n-:i *, ;.!uni:. j iit. :T:. n, w 1.1th was thatcf 1 
U ;.'''.rn:r, .;:-.: o.\ 'v .', w :t :,::-.'.:* ;i nn*.:- , th^i iie wai the ao- 
i'-. r '»f i\\T ;*',^'. II- wj% i!k[i afiCtJ, uho wjs the printer, and 
n;;.'wired, t>. it l;c pnr-.tid it V.;.r.fi'it*. A'"hit i hw' explained afie:* 
uu: !«, bv 1 .; . V, t'l-t a» he I... J ca::". J .: :o the printer f, he mi|^ht 
be fa! J, ..\ t:.c ^eixr^i acccj :. t:on if i!ie tern':, as applied to an 
.;;:::"ii:, to Vc *hc printer. He thc.i J.i'l j\ercu ir.c printer, and wai 
4:k. !, \ih'.:: wi^ t.'ic 0:1^. nil n.i.-.uM»pr, \%hich he Lid he liad 
r. !:•".. i\ .: I;: .ii.I ^r.v i ;.*.er uulc.s pa 'cr. 

1" .".; '•. n ' ^\.-.ei ov I'uiT.e c.f the me-nbers, that it vat 

p- . :. . .1 1....- .' I. .J i^jLuy pa^c;:^ he w-* atkcd, who carrwd a 

tJji.h,* / u.'jj .:...,i\'.^Ji ih.vhv; cax;.^c a WtiaVl, Iv^Mihendr* 
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nanded, what he gave for having it infertcd, and he anfwered 
that he gave nothing. 

After many qurftions, Mr. Hen^y Archer defired»that he might be 
tOccd; Whether on the FiiJay before he was in the gallery? at 
which fome of the members expreCed their dirapprobaiion, and the 
man being ordered to withdraw, the following debate enfaed upon 
the propriety of the qucftion.] 

Mn Savoys fpoke flrft in fubilancc as follows : —Sir, thofc who are 
entrufied by their country with the authority of making laws, ought 
undoubtedly to obfcrve them with the utmofl circumfpeiflion, left 
the}* fhould defeat their own endeavours, and invalidate by their 
example their own decrees. 

There is no part. Sir, of our civil conftitution more facrcd, none 
that has btren more revered by thofe that have trampled upon other 
fon-ns of jufVice, and wantoned in oppreffion without redraint, than 
that privilege by which every Briton is exempted from the neceflity 
of accufing himfelf, and by which he is intitled to refufe an anfwer 
to any queftion which mav be afked, with a view to draw from him a 
confclu m of an offence which cannot be proved. 

Whether this great privilege. Sir, is not violated ; whether the 
unalienable right of a free fubje6i is not infringed, by the queftion 
put to thcperfon at our bar, the houfc muft decide. The punifhment 
to which intruders are fubject by the orders of this houfe, proves that 
his prcfence in the houfe is confidered as a crime, of which, as we 
have no proof of it, a confeffion ought not to be extorted by an art- 
ful and infidious queftion, of which he may not difcover the inten- 
tion or the confequence. Such treatment. Sir, is rather to be ex« 
pcdled by flaves in the inquifition of Spain, than a Briton at the bar 
of this houfe ; a houfe inftituted to preferve liberty, and to reftrain 
injiiftice and oppreffion. 

Mr. Campbell fpokc next to thisefFeft : — Sir, I cannot but con- 
cur with the opinion of the Honourable Gentleman, that, in re- 
quiring an anfwer to this queftion, we ftiall expofc a man to a punifh* 
ment againft whom we have no evidence but what is extorted from 
himfelf i and confcquently no knowledge of his crime upon which 
we can proceed toinflict cenfures or penalties, without the manifcft 
infradion of our conftitution. 

It cannot be imi^gined. Sir, that he intends to confefs himfelf 
guilty of a crime of which no proof has been biou^X.^ ox ^-ax \nr 
will voluaunlf fubjciU himklf to puniQimcats. U m\i?t^ v\vc\^'v^^^ 
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follow that he is intrapped in his examination, hr an artifice, 

I hnpc. Will nr\ er find any countenance in this houfe. 

Mr. WiNMNGTON anfvrered to the following purpoie :«-Kr, it 
is not impL)(rible that the honourable gentlemen, having not lattif 
Jficked in'o the orders of the hnuff, may miftake the tendcncjtf 
the queliion ; I therefore move, that the order m.iy beraad. 
[ 7/v cr.I.r bi'.n^ if J I h the clrhy ki przceide^i*^ 

U is eviJcnt, Sir, thiit, by the orJer now read, the ferjeaat tf 
aims aticrnding on thii houfo, may take into cuftudy all flrangai 
that (hall be found in the houfc or gallery while we at^ aflembled^ 
and thatthisordcr i^ not always put in prjvllice, mud be attributed 
thL- lenitv of the houfe. Kiit th:;t this f)idcr extends to paH oi7enccS| 
and fub^L^iti any man to imprlfunn.ent fii having been prvfent in foiae 
former day, cannnt be conceive J. Fi.r how Lr may fuch a rcti> 
fpcit be c.\cer.dLd ? or at wh^t time afur having intruded into :be 
houfe, can ut:y n-.an prcfunie to cuiifiiicr himfcU' a& exempt from tae 
danger ot iir'itil'v^nux'nt ? 

Ourci;.! I, ^il, cmly JLiiL*-^*^ prcfc:^t puniflimcnt for prefeol oh 
fci-jce>, :i d ilaMt'drc the qiiclhtin ulkcd by the honourable geniJc* 
m.in, n<.'v b-- ii:!iili.dun wi:hout U supL*, and an:\vcr<:J wi:hofjt h«* 
7.ard. Let till :) (he honourable Lea:lLm n tlIIivc lltcii l.iu liable zcii 
for our co: I (lit -.It. n ri!! it Hull be inv aJc i hy ii.orc iinpuitjut occafion* 

Mr. Samm . fij'lif.l : — Sir, wJ»at vi^i-jry ilic hunourujle genilc- 
IT .1:1 ima.'.inr* h.inscif to have ^.aiacii, or wiicnLC pruci-tds aii hd 
%kun(*>nii' I- u! I Aij!:.t;on, 1 ;iiii un\ :.li!c (n d.i«.ovcr. The queiiija 
onlv :c1j' '. (' th'j in''.r,.:t.r .:i«i:i ofiinc of our own oidcrs, ar.d ii 
th !c: ir n >t { \\\-: hi :!i( !: ;rr.f* i.vancc ; nc: ca:) hii fucccfs info 
tir.';jl a ^ • Ivi!*- t:i!;:!c hrr. :t» I'-tu: ■»|.!uiiic Jrom uthci, or producCi 
in a prrfon .'t !'.. ai>.!i:i -, d\\\ 'i:. i«ni.ii'«ii t^.i. l^ktinn tu ItsmfL-lf. 

I'j! -•\ii.''. .- I ::; \ : •: th.- , . ..:l- o; \\,c vr^t-rv, 1: mill ^t IraK 
he gaii'.rd btijn :: en .*'- c^'ii.'ira:. J , :Ln.: i: ij hy no means cv;d.-ct 

ihul he hdi» \ct Jir.' ir^l •.; [ i .ili.ijv ii.ni.i.i It' Cui (jucl^. 

IIii ui(i-rprLl.;.i.ii, ^u^ of uw .i.vi.i, untcit Lr i^^s K) cc nf.Jcr.'.iy 
l.t.d bcluic t.'iL' IviuSc, li.' lis :,t i\\. \.t \\^\c I 1 1. ludutmn in rcafoncr 
juiIkc \ (**i li It t c .1:1 (J. (::;.«; aj...i;^ c c JM'!..* to ic jr.. .-.: «t oiit 
coiifultjtiur.:, a:: i (h.i u'Tind jc iu::'v : ui.iir.a. '.r. y^l.v l!...«!a *r.i 

^^n- ■■■•'■■••• ••■■■ I... ■«.«■•<» ••(.•■••■■^•••I.. »'i in • < ■ • 

ki'S the ct:i(.vcncc bciwcrti t:.:.« lii : r ^: .: .i:;-, *?•.:■:, ih-t \',. a!. :C 

m 

jft beinir.^c-Jiau!.- pun-Ih-.-J, i«r nn-nc ii^cij ubli;t;a:tJ, ^r.i that 

'^uck\ P '.f n c .'r.aiciii tg k;.u«CLi«wC \ 
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It it furdjr. Sir, more rational to believe^ that the houle may punilli 
faj breach of its orders at adiftant time, that if our cenfure is 
pace eluded, it may be afterwards enforced ; and, therefore, that the 
^ueftion put to the perfon at the bar ought not to be alked, becaufe ic 
canoot fafely be anfwered. 

Mr. PuLTENET fpoke next in words to this efie(El : — Sir, I cannot 
hot conceire that our order may extend its influence beyond the pre- 
lent moment, and that intruftons may be punilhed by the houfe oa 
another day than that on which they were committed. 

I am fo far, Sir, from being of opinion, that, to make the execu- 
tion of this order valid, the houfe muft fit without interruption Uovn 
the time of the oiFence to that of the punifhment, that if the gentle- 
men in the gallery were to be taken into cufiody, I (hould advife the 
ferjeant to wait till the houfe (hould break up, and feize them as 
ibey (hould come out. 

Sir William Yokge fpoke next in the manner following :— Sir, 
if any fuch puni(hment were now intended, I (hould advife the gen- 
tlemen in the gallery to retire, indeed, but not to hide tbemfelves 
like felons, or men profcribed by proclamation ; for as the power of 
fetzing any man in the houfe is fufficient to fecure us from intrufion, 
there is no reafon to extend it farther; and penalties are not without 
rcafon to be inflided, neither has the houfe ever coveted the power 
of oppreffing ; and what elfe is unneceflary punifhment ? 

If, therefore, an intruder is not feized in the a£l of intruiion, he 
cannot legally be imprifoned for it. And any o\ the flrangers who 
now hear this debate may retire to a very froall diftance from the 
houfe, and fet the ferjeant at arms at defiance. 

Sir Robert Walpole then fpoke to this cfFe£l :— Sir, whether 
the queftion be proper or not, it feems very unneceflary to debate ; 
becaufe, however it be anfwered, it cannot be of great importance: 
the man has already confefled himfelf the author of the libel, and 
may, therefore, be punifbed without farther examination. 

That he is the real author. Sir, I am not indeed convinced by his 
aflertion, with whatever confidence it was made; for fo far as his 
appearance enables me to judge of his education and fpbere of life, 
it is not probable that he (hould be much verfed in political enquiries, 
or that he (hould engage in the difcuflion of queftions like this. 

There appears, Sir, in the paper before us, a more extenfive know- 
ledge of fa£is, a more accurate attention to commerce^ mot^ ^w^mV 
leafonin;^ 2nd a more cicvated (lilcj than il h leatotwiW^ vo ^>^^^^ 
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frnm iWr- mnn» xhn'r, without pretending to ilcterihinc the limb 
of his f.i. jciiv, or ihc compah of hii knowledge, I am, for mjfU^ 
inr!i::cd ;'* !L>ok u, on .1 an a;!cnt to fonjc other pcrfon of higher 1^ 
lion, ;•!! 1 ;!:fi*.T' .1 ■: '•T'.pi'llinicnl*^, 

Ic i« not tin* 'in.nioii, Mi« ini .:ci.-!rmcn to cxercifc their abilhia 
and cmpttiy th- ir pcn.s up'in p(/i:;cai quifliuns, and when thevhiiC 
prr.du^cd any thinj, which ihiir i- n:p'air.ir.<.t for themfelves eqiiiD^ 
h.ndcr'^ thtvn i"r«j:}! 'Avr.iir* au'l ru;>prcn^ni:, ihoy are known Co pf^ 
cjfc r niL- jvrui:! of i.,t.;ior ra::k to Ci^c up'jn him in publick tk 
cli.iralcr ui' (he auii^ir, nr.d to (Ln ! tl.c Janger of the profccutioSi 
cimtcnc:i)>^. ili;-n:!cl\e.* wi:h the ;ip;il..ijl'j and ailniiiaticn of iheii ch^ 
fen friend^. wh<)m t!*..y truft wi:h i!:e imp. .runt fecrct, snd vhk 
whom thov fit an J I.;;;.!*', at tl.e LunjLw:ui-C} of the publick, ar.j *ie 
i:;n':r.mcc ot tr c min;l*rv. 

Thi', Sir, is .: fre^j'icn: pracitCL-, not only with th^ife who hn 
no oth^ r cnipl v.mcn!, hur, n<> I h.;vc iufCcicnt r^-.:fiins to bel^nc, 
amon^: lumL.- j nr!cin< n wh.> h:i\c fears in ihi% houfc, :;ent Icmen wh fe 
abi!:!:e'. ar.l kn!>w!r ! t i.'iali'; ih. m to uive thcpubltck in charadcn 
much fi:p-.'r:'»r t4i that 01 lAmpo<inc.":< t%: the •^'»viTnm;.ni. 

Mr. I*ti lENEV jjifwc:id 'n icrm> !•• the f Jlo'.vinj. piirpofc : SL', 

whrih'.'i il'ii ma:i who iiinltllv.'d himkii the auihir fit ih-j paper his 
acturiil lii.i'.fi !i' uf what he did n* * comrr.ir, or h.is ii: -. nuouilT Aid 
op. rl.' d iv i.iT d 'hf truth, i? !s bcyoi t! ni. p iu':ra?ioii abfuluicir 
10 »:« ' \* ; il.c l:a;.kr.^S aiid uncnncrn wi:h which he made tbc 
dct!aia'nin, |:ux 1; at lea'.l the appLar..nLC of truth, nor Jo I t.f- 
cowi an;, ri.:'*:)n fur d^ubiin:' h!* fiiircrltv. I^thw.'cany Impr^ba- 
I'llity in liu* na!ii:e c! tl:c f..A thjt C.i >^1J incline us to fu;f<ci Yli 
\fr.:iit\ ' U there air. a,?;. ire:;: a.l-.a:.Mj:- w» b- jj.i.-.td l«y airumiffg 
a t.llc i. .: xi r ' Nti:. cr r.; i:..,it tiivi.in'.ijncc* ca;: be proJacti 
a ■ .in*l l;:::i, .Mi an all r:i .:i i. ii> be ^idiiiiitcd iui us own jakt, 
when :1k-. i. n .r.wr - i 1 :;.■...:..'. .ii- .t. 

Hui i)ic h I." ir..!':(; . c I. 111.: , .- ;, r.|-:'e.v. t, have a icrv pan^- 
cul.r iiaf.n f 1 r :* Jui.!)-^ , a !ia.« u, ;il;:.Jj uj::, I huje, :u*e 00 
vc l.t v.i:h..n> S:r !.:n...Ii. i:-. .ivi-'.i:..- :iu- p... .r to th. . man, fcc 
%.'■''-' •'• '■•• ■ ' * ■■. ».■■■■ -i.'i i.il, ii.'ii, f I /.'.:. ^c l.i; a:..i w Jiic, »rj 
W2:.:«>.- u i!i v;::.i:. ^ .: t :;.ir..^l. : Lc l!. . 1 :.;.;. p.. j.rr u»i_:, lu 
h' JT-:V : ■ :.-. .• n . • . :.;.;•.:.:.,„. |,., j...; ,„^.,j. ^j,^,,. 
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The honourable gentleman. Sir, has given us a bold fptcimen of 
bis kind of wit, by infinuating that it is the production of Tome one 
f che oiembers of this* houfe ; a conjediure of which I am not able 
> find the foundation, and therefore imagine, that raillery rather 
tian argument was intended. But let the honourable gentleman 
scolleA, that the chief excellence of raillery is politenefs, to which 
e has furely paid Uctle regard, in fuppofmg that what has been una- 
imoufly condemned as a libel, has one of thofe who cenfured it *" 
3r ics author. 

If I am particularly hinted at in this fagacious conje<9ure, I take 
his opportunity of declaring that I am equally ignorant of the whole 
iFair with any other gentleman in this houfe ^ that I never faw the 
laper, till it was delivered to me at the door, nor the author till he 
ippeared at the bar. Having thus cleared myfelf, Sir, from this af- 
perfion, I declare it as my opinion, that every gentleman in the - 
houfe can fafely purge himfelf in the fame manner; for I cannot 
conceive, that any of them can have written a libel like this. There 
ire, indeed, fome paflages which would not difgrace the grcateft 
ibilities, and fome maxims true in themfdves, though perhaps falla- 
noufly applied, and at leaft fuch an appearance of reafoning and 
knowledge, as fets the writer far above the level of the contemptible 
fcriblers of the minifterial vindications : a herd of wretches whom 
neither information can enlighten, nor affluence elevate ; low 
drudges of fcurrility, whofe fcandal is harmlefs for want of wit, and 
wbofe oppofition is only troublefome from the pcrtinacioufnefs of 
ftupidity. 

Why fuch immenfe fums are diftributed amongft thefe reptiles, 
it is fcarce poffible not to enquire ; for it cannot be imagined that 
thofe who pay them expedt any fupport from their abilities. If their 
patrons would read their writings, their falaries would quickly be 
withdrawn; for a few pages would convince them, that they can 
neither attack nor defend, neither raife any man's reputation by their 
panegyric, nor defiroy it by their defamation. 
Sir Robert Walpole then fpoke in the following manner: — I hope 
it is not expefled, that the heat with which one clafs of our political 
vriters have been attacked by the honourable gentleman, fliould 
engage me to undertake their defence with the fame earncftneis. I 
have neither intereft enough in the queftion to awaken my piifions, 

nor Qudofxty or kifuxe /uj£cient foi fuch au <^x^inviv2i\\ow oV xX\^ 
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writing) on each fide, as ii neceflaiy* before the fuperiority of wBf 
author above his brethren can be juftly aflerted. 

It if no part. Sir, of my employment or amu(cnient to oooipM 
their arg[itmen:s, or to balance their abilitiei ; nor do I often tofk 
the papers of cither parry, except when I am informed by Ibmr thC 
have mnrc inclination to fuch ftudiet than myfelf, that tbey 
rifrn by fome acciJont above their common level. 

Yet that 1 miy not appear intirely to dcfert the queftion* I 
not fur!u'?.r to fVty, thit I have never, from thcfe accidental intftO' 
tions of their perform nnces» difcovered any reafon to exalt the aa* 
thors who write againfl the adminiftration, to a higher degm of Mi 
ptitntioii than thtir o;|Mi|ients. That any of them defervc loud a^ 
pljufe^, I cannot J (K-r:, and am afraid that al!, which defervcs tokt 
p;ctl rvid cif the wr.t:!;i:s on either tide, may be cuntracleJ to a icy 
liew volumes. 

The writers for the oppofitiun appear to me to be nothing moce 
than:he cchccscf their (^rcdtcciTors, or, what isflill nnore dripicabk^ 
vi :r*.tni:c'.ve>, and to have piodurcd until :ng iii the lad fcvcn jcxn^ 
uhlcii iiad nut been faid fcvcn vcjis bci'ure. 

I mav, perlups be thoug'.t by fotnc gentlemen of each c!aff ta 
f.'C^k con(c{iiptir;ulli' «'f liicir jJvoCates, nor (hall 1 think mv oara 
o;Mnion ItSs ]ui\ for fuc'r* a (e':kirc i for the reputation ot'contrjver- 
f:.l utiicr^ aiiKi, L'cnc:^i!*i\ tiu:n the prepoilcilion uf :hcir readers :a 
t..v(<i:: <•: :hc r;M::.i>n:> \»hiLh thev codi-avour to drfrnd. Men ciiL^y 
;i.'rrit tlie r-D.'ic cf ..n jr-urr.i';:: which tends to fu;:porc notions, thai 
it i> t!>' If :i -.lit tir diMii.V, ar:'. r^-.tJiiy fn.d wit and f^^irit in a fatue 
pptn'e.l at ch.i:.-:tcrs v()-.t(.h ilcvdi-fiic to drprcis : but to the op*]0- 
fi'.c p^rrv, -:. i t./ii [t» t:.'. m/clvi.-*^, wii.:i ihcir palTi^ns have luoiiacd, 
arJ tlirii ii t 'c:! .* ciiiii::.:Ld fro:n ;^e que!! ion, thofe argumenn 
iipp' .ir or.!v Ii»::J a: crtior.s, or rmptv f ■:^:);ftr'.- ; an.i that Wit wtitcfe 
ua. LljnKuii.i.i];* pr.i::> •', liico-.-rs iii/!i i.j Ik* only impudence or 
li ;v i.t;?».c t- ; the I; 'r;t t . spj:.!!*."?, and :h-j ma!".'niiv onlv rc.rjins. 

i: WLCi... itr, ^.'^ wl'jt i^-^-'ii'io:! ot th-iractcr is iieccharr t9 
ci niiti'Tc a p'»iiiici| **ri!ri, it will not be w -n-Jci. ?, that I'l few 
c\ClI in I ha: uiiJL;:a'i.i.'-v:. He tliat \»iil w i:c well in |>.>!iti:kS| 
m%iA a: liic umc ti.u i.^.e a c )inpl^ tc Kfi.k.vl':.i u* of the qjefh«>a, 
and rirra t<. O; -ctt hsv ir. lii.Thts into ni'ti y\ ami piihlh h-s ttilc inW 
cie::a::„c; w -.ii i^ i ::! • C". than i » f , he mi:t be at once a mas 
o/ tuLiiCh, .i;:J a aua ofUiiuiCi ivii v^'.iuqJ vcuiadiont arc 8<il 
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Btfily undcrftood, but by thofe who arc engaged, in them, and the 
■rt of writing is not attainable without long practice, and fedcntar/ 
■liplication. 

Thus it happens that political writings are generally defe<fljve : 
fat they are drawn up by men unacquainted with publick bufinefs, 
md who can therefore only amufe their readers with fallacious re* 
Bitals, fpecious fophiftries, or an agreeable ftile ; or they are the 
kafty produdions of bufy negociators, who, though they cannot but 
Xcel the other dafs of writers in that which is of mod importance, 
be knowledge of their fubjeA, are yet rarely at leifure to difplay that 
mowledge to advantage, or add grace to folidity. 

Writers of the latter fort appear but feldom, and moil of our po- 
Uical papers, are the amufements of leifure, or the expedients of 
irant. 

Whether the paper now before us, is the produce of eafe, or of 
leceffity, I (hall not determine ; I have already offered my opinion, 
Jiat the man who claims it, is not the author, nor do I difcover any 
r>eafon for changing my fentimcnt : the qucflion is a quedion merely 
df conjeflure, fince neither I nor the honourable gentleman attempt 
to offer any demondrative proofs of our opinion. If he has any to 
produce in favour of his own notions, let him lay them before you» 
but let him always forbear to impute to me afTertions which I never 
■ittered, and beware of reprefenting me as declaring that 1 believe 
•his paper the compofiiion of fome member of this houfe. 
£// was then debated^ whether this ojfence foould he punifned by th tftf- 

tbirity of the houfe^ or referred to the cognizance of fome of the 

courts of judicature in IVeJiminJlcr Hally on which occafun Mr. Howe 

fpoke as follows ;] 

Sir, it is the duty of every part of the Icgiflature, not only to pre- 

i fcrvc the whole fyftem of our government unulcercd and unimpaired, 

but to attend particularly to the fuppurc of their own privileges, 

■ privileo-es not conferred upon them by our ancellors but for wife pur- 

J>ofc5. 
It is the privilege of this houfe that we, and wc only, ?re the 

Judges of our own rights, and wc cnlv, therefore. c:.n nJi^.n the 

Proper punifhment when they fiial'. • e prcfumpruoufly invudcd. 

If we remit this offender, who has atten^pted to dcbufe th- h-^ufe 

in the opinion of the nation, to any inferier co'irt, v/c allow i!>^c 

Court to determine, by the puniihmcnt ilui u\aIV be \rv v «a\^ v\x^ 



ioip.'irtancc of ihii aflembly, and the value of the coIIttElivc charALcr 
ot I ills huiife. 

It therefore concerns ii^, in regard to our own dignity* srd toils 
piivilcgrs of our fucceflurs, that we retain the cognizance of ibi 
crime in our own hands, in which it is placed by perpetual prciciipd 
and the nature* of our conflitution. 

[TL- hsuft agjteJ to fhisy rtn.i the libcHfr was fent to the ivmmmgcdtf 
MiJldlfftXy by xvarrant frim the Sfiaker.] 

Sir William Yonce then fpokc to this eflfcd: — Sir, I •»- 
plesfed with finillni; that the malice and indecency of thi& libel, bail- 
raiud in the houfc a jufl rcrcncmcnc, and that the wretch, wh«%««l 
aconiidLiice fo Heady, and fuch ujipcjian.e it fiiisraction in ka 
countenance, confcfTcs, or r.rilur prf-eliifii* liiniCilf th^ author, ii 
tfcutcd a> he ucfcfves. Cut let us not f«.'rt;et ihjt itie fj'.iic degree li 
guilt always requires the famv f uniOini'. nt» nrd (hat when the »• 
tlior offi JnJal i« in prifun, th.- printer an 1 propagator of it oogbl 
not to be jt libeity. 

Tho printer of ilic d.iily news i., fjr..iv the proprr ohjefl of jotf 
indignaiinn, who ink-rtcd this hbcl in Itij piper, without the fonJ* 
n.-r> ol an :iuthor, unJ without the tem|M4ti<>n of « bribe; a br*brt 
by ihe help of whit, h it is uljal to ciicul.^tc fcuriility. To this eui 
the cxpcnre or I.ib»»iir of a;j^c:r;ii^ tht gc.vcriimenr was rerompcaxii 
hy (he pL'at'ure, arni hceoulJ nut prevail on hin.fcif ro omit an? op> 
p irt unity of iiiceiifin^ the {leoplc, u;id exi'v^fi:!^ at unce the whole k- 
^iflj;ure to cinfurc and contcrii) :. 

'I hufr, therefore, ihjt have conciiiic.I in the imprifonmeRC of ttt 
au'h ir, will'do'.ibt!, f^ jt'in with nw in rciiuiiiii}; the attendance of 
lii> fiH« inus accom;IiLe, and 1 caiinot luibwar cxpieiEr.g my hopdi 
that he w.l! not mee: M'lth kinder treatmei::. 

It i» far frcim being the tirft ofr'jiur nr his licentious p'ri'* ; aai 
the lenity «if the L'overnment, by which he has heen f* lon^ f^uirJ, 
ha4 huJ no nthcr ctteJt up-.m l.im, th..n to aJfi confiderue t^l hi> ni* 
lice, and incte hi.n to ad\ance fiuni cnt decree ut impudence t» 
annthrr. 

iltf \u% ftir U'\era! wcck» pcMl'ed in niirieprcfentin^ the intentiot 
of the cniti^rgn, b\ letters prc;«:nded t«» l«c ur::ten by lricrd%of t^r 
govrriinunt i%hoare injured by .t. H;.* has vcnteihi? infinuatiMl 
buhcricp ..• wii.;uut :mpui;.t), a'J| as i: ap. .ais, without Icar* U 

■ 
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b time, therefore, to difturb his fecurity, and re&raln hiiii from -^ 
adding one calumny to another. 

Sir John Barnard rofe up hereupon, and oppofed this motion Iff.t 
terms to Ihc following cffcft : — Sir, the end of punifhment is t6 '. 
prevent a repetition of the fame crime, both in the offender, anS^^ ;^ 
tbofe who may have the fame inclinations, and when that end' is* 
accomplifhed, all farther feverities have an appearance rather ojf^- 
c selty than juftice. 

v^3y punifliing the author of this libel, we have, in my opini6o^ • 
foflSciently fecared our dignity from any future attacks, we haVc 
cmfbed the head of the confederacy, and prevented the fubordinata * 
Igeots from exerting their malice. Printers can do no injury with- 
Dur authors; and if no man {ball date to write a libel, it is not wor- 
thy of our enquiry how many may be inclined to publifh it. . 

But if the printer mult neceflarily be punifhed before the refent* 
ment of the houfe can be fatisfied; if it (ball not be thought fuf- 
ficient to punifh him without whofe adiftance the other could not 
baTCofiended; let us at lead confine our animadverfion to the pre- 
lent fault, without tracing back his life for pad mifdemeanors, and 
charging him with accumulated wickednefs ; for if a man's whole 
life is to be the fubjed of judicial enquiries, when he (hall appear at 
the bar of this houfe, the mod innocent will have reafon to trem- 
Ue when they approach it. 

£vea with regard. Sir, to the offence of which he is now ac- 
cofed, ibmewhat may, perhaps, be faid in extenuation of his 
guilt, which I do not offer to gratify any perfonal afFe^ion or re- 
gard for him, to whom I am equally a ftranger with any other 
gcotlemanin this houfe, but to prevent a punifhment which may be 
hereafter thought difproportioned to the crime. 

It is. Sir, to be remembered, that he was not the original prin- 
ter of the libel, which he only reprinted from a paper, of which he 
knew that it was to be difperfed at our door, and in which he could 
not naturally (ufpcCt any fcditious or dangerous alTertions to be con- 
tained, it is, therefore, probable that he fell into the offence by 
ignorance, or, at worft, by inadvertency; and, as his intcniioa 
iras not criminal, he may properly be fpared. 

Mr. WiWNliiGTON fpokc in anfwcr to this cffeSt : — Sir, I cannot 
hot think the honourable gentleman betrayed by his zeal for the 
flefence of this man, into fome afTcru^/ns fiotio be {ui^^^\\.^^\>'9 



V 



34 DSBATX ON ^DEC. 29 

law or reafon. If it be innocent to print a paper once priatcdy «CI 
it not inevitably follow, that the mod flagitious fal >od9, and tke 
mod enormous infulcs on the crown itfelf, the inuft fediciom io- 
ve£lives, and mod dangerous pofitions, may be difperfed chroiigh 
the whole empire, without any danger but to the original prtnfcr ? Aad 
what reafon. Sir, can be afligned, why that which Ucrinioalui 
one man, fhould be innocent in another? 

Kor is this the only pofition which has been advanced eootaf? 
to the laws of our country ; for it has been aflcrted, that the ge- 
neral charafierof an offender is a confideration foreign frooi liMt 
of his immediate c^imc ; and that wh.itcver any man's paft life hn 
been, he is only to be judged sccorJing to the evidence for theef* 
fence which is then the fubjc^l of examination. 

How much this opinion is confident with the praAice oT otf 
courts, a very flight know!ci'gc of their methods of proce^iB| 
will readily difcovcr. Is any villain there convided but by then- 
fluenceof his charailcr ? And ii not the chief queftion at a trill 
the paft condu£l of the perfon at the bar i 

Sir John Barnard lofe here and fpoke thus : — Sir, I rifeopoalf 
to anfwcr a queftion, which ib, whither properly or not, put 10 
me, and hope the irregularity will not be imputed to me by the 
houfe, but to the occrafiDn whic!i producer it. 

I amaffccd, whether it is not the chief queftion at the bar of oir 
courts of juftice, what is the ch^racler of the f rifoner ? an4 
cannot but (cc\ fonie amazement that any man ftiould b; fo ignorjst 
of common procceJin^^, and fo much unui quainteJ wiih the excca- 
tion of our laws, as to have admitted a notion fo chimerical. 

7*hecharaAcr nf the prifoncr is never examined, except whcs 
it is pleaded hv hiiiifvif, and witntiFcs arc produced to offer fef» 
timony in his favour; that pica, li!:e all cthrrf, is then to bcexamioeJ, 
and is fometimes confuted by contrary eviiicnce. But the chinclcr 
of a criminal, though it may be urj»*:d by himfrif as 3 proof of kit 
innocence, is never tj be mentioned by hi"^ prolLXutor as an aggra* 
vation or proof of his guilt. It is not required by the law, that the ge« 
neral charac>er of a criminal, hut that the particular evidence of the 
crime wi:h which he ftands charged, (hould be examined ; nor a k;a 
ch.irac>cr ever mentioned but by his own choice. 

Ji:r \*."illjaM Yokgi fpoke next to the eflPefi rollovin; : -*Sir« 
io prove tiic malignity of the intention with which this libel was ta* 
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felted In the daily paper, it cannot be improper to obferve, that 
the embargo has been for Hiany days pad the favourite topic of this 
printer, and that, therefore, it was not by accident that he admitted To 
sealotn an advocate for his opinions to be feafonably affifted by the 
circulation of his paper, but that he doubtlefs was delighted with 
an opportunity of difperfing fedition by means of greater abilitiea 
than his own. 

Nor can it be juftly pleaded. Sir, in his favour^ that he was en« 
couraged to publilh it by the confidence with which he faw it dif- 
perfed ; for it was printed by him in the morning, and not brought 
liithcr till the afternoon. I cannot, therefore, but conclude, th<it 
his intentions were agreeable to his pradice, and that be deferves 
to acompany the author in his prefent confinements 

The Advocate Campbell fpoke next to this purpore:*^ — Sir, I hope 
it wiU not be imputed to me as difregard of the government, or negleA 
of the honour of this houfe, that 1 declare my felf, oti all occafions 
like this, inclined to lenity, and think it neceilary always to proceed 
by regular methods, and known forms of juftice, not by capricious 
terminations, and orders variable at pleafure. 

I Of^fed the imprifonment of the man whojuft now appeared 
St the bar of our houfe, and am flill more unwilling to proceed to 
feverities againft another, who is criminal only in a fubordinate 
degree. The loudeft declaimcrs againft thefe men cannot have 
fironger deteftation of fallbood and fedition than myfelf ; but how- 
ever flagrant may be the crimes, they may be puniihed with un* 
joftifiable rigour, and, in my opinion, we have already proceeded 
with feverity fufficient to difcourage any other attempts of the 
iamekind. 

Whether it will promote the advantage of the publick, and the 
efficacy of our deliberations, to deter any man from the common 
praAice of giving us information by delivering paper at osur door, 
muft be confidered by the houfe. 

Nor is it lefs worthy of our mod attentive enquiry, whether it is 
not more reafonable to profecute this ofFender in the common forms 
<rf juftice, than to punifh him by any a£l of uncontrollable, im« 
accountable authority ? Whether it is not more reafonable to have 
bim profecuted before a judge unprejudiced, and a difintereded jury, 
tiian to ad at once as party, evidence, and judge ? I have no de- 
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fire, Sir, of diniinifiung the privileges of this houfc ; and Vcf, left 
would I contribute to cftablifti any precedents of unlimited power 
or arbitrary punlflimenrs. 

The Attorney General then fpoke to the following cflfcfl:— 
Sir, whence fo much tendernefs can arife for an offender of ihii 
knJ I am at a lofs to difcovcr, nor am I s^le to conceive any 
ar;j;ument tliat cm be produced for exempting from punifiimcn: tbe 
prin'cr of a p.ipcr, v/hich has been already determined, by the r^Mt 
oi' t))c hoiife, to be a fcandalous libel, tcnJin^ to promote fedttion. 

It ha«; bL'cn, indeed, agreed, th^t there are contained in the p«« 
per Inme tiue pofitions, aiid fonie prilTiges innocent at Icaft, and 
perhaps rational and feafonablc. But this. Sir, is nothing matt 
than to i\\\y that the p.iper, flnr^itious as it is* might ha\'e been 
i'.vcllLd to a greater degree of impudence and fcurrility *, that whit 
is aluMiiV too heinous to be born, might by greaier virulcr.ce be* 
cc.r.c more enormous. 

If MO w ickedntfv. Sir, \% to be checked till it has attained tfce 
grLMTcfi !:Ll:ht at which it cm pofTibly arrive, our courts of cri* 
niifu! iij<Iit.jture may b«* fhit up as ufcIeG; and if a few innocent 
parj:::.:;.hs will p;ill:.:!e a !ibtl, treafon may be written and dif- 
pcifcvl without darker or refl;..int ; for what libel wis ever fo crowd* 
td iv!:h r<vi!:ij.n, ihaiafe.v pv-rii.dj mi^ht not have been filcclcJ, 
\*hich, uj on this I nncii>!e, nii^!»t have fecurod it ff«'m cenfure, • 

'I I.e d^ii.ci lit' d.lcourar.i.i^ inttlli^cjicc fiO:n being itKred at the 
^•Mir oi o'.ir hyjfe, i!',c.% ii(;t alarm mr with any ar»pichen|j<jnj i»f dif- 
ii^vuiiij'yr. to the na:i;in ; fi r 1 have not fo mean an (ipir.ijn uf :h? 
V''''!n of ih!s i'fi'-irbly a> to imr'iiie that they can receive inv 
a::::t 'I'-wC fr.in :he in: .. ruations c:f their offic ouj inilnu'l. rj, vhi> 
*■ »i'ht* in n)v np:ji;.,nj .Sir, niher to be taught by fomc fen^t*;i«) 
cuilure to kiiov tii.jr own ilaiion, th m to be encourage! to nr^ hj^ 
thrlr pr pr i mpl vncnts, for the f-koof dii;ft:ng their ^'overf.o;$. 

\N hen biii', S ;, are ticjvjnu'in;;, by whiJi tiiher the intcrc;! i4 
I... n..il.r», <»; ,,{ f a''i;^ij!jr rt\Li\^ niav be ih^iu^hl to he cnJan^ereJ. 
It •• iridci tl t'l.r \ni',:i • \\ ,\.] ♦ r iju nf i \ci y Urlt..n to c jfiT his p. titr.a 
?t !*^- /ar I * :!^ h.*; c, and t-^ :;e' v r the t(«ir4in« upon whuh ii t% 
!• HI ,,, J 'i"i,\s i, jnii^il.gc i.f in un^l.w'njbic kind, and uhlch 
I* '■ e: :.' * . ; •' J m' dri'.-tJ; .•f'l iiii> n A\ a!«v.ivi he rup{>ortcJ 
5V.ii«v»: cc-ii.'. ii^ri^ J jowisviii^j* iiii:.I:^;c:jLe, or receiving fuch 

fa|!crt 
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papers as the authors of them are afraid or aftiamed to own, and 
which they, therefore, employ meaner hands to diflribute. 

Of this kind. Sir, undoubtedly is the paper novir under our con- 
li'^cration, of which I am far from imagining that it was drawn up 
bjr the man who declares himfclf the writer, and am therefore con* 
vinced of the ncceflity of calling the printer to the bar, that what- 
ever the lenity or juftice of this afl-mbly may determine with re- 
gard to his punilhment, he may he examined with reipccl. to the 
reil authors of the libel ; and that our rcfentment may fall upon 
him, who has endeavoured to flielter himfeU' by expofing another. 

Counfdlor Ord fpoke to this efFcft: — Sir, I am inclined to be* 
Jieve, that the perfons aflbciatcd in writing and dlfperfing this paper, 
whofoevcr they may be, are of no high rank, or confiderableinfJu- 
•cnce; as it is not likely that any man who had much to hazard, 
would exDofe himfelf to the refentment of the whole Iccriflaturc ; but 
let us not for that reafon exert our fuperiority in wanton punifhmenrj, 
or tyrannize merely becaufe we cannot be renftcd. Let us remember 
that the fame juftice and the fame humanity is due to the mcaneQ, as 
the higheft of our fellow fubjctSts ; and that there is even lefs ne- 
ceiSty of rigorous meafures, as the attack is lefs formidable. 

But, Sir, there is one motive to moderation that has feldom been 
found lefs efficacious than the confideration of the laws of juflice 
or humanity. We ought to be withheld by regard to our poftcrity, 
and even to ourfelves, from any exorbitant extenfion of our privi- 
leges. Wc know, that authority once exerted, is claimed after- 
wards by prefcription. And who knows by what fudden rotation 
of power he may himfelf fufFcr by a precedent which he has con- 
curred to cftablKh, and feel the weight of that opprefiive power 
which he firft granted for the puniflimcnt of another ? 

Mr. Howe fpoke thus : — Sir, I am always unwilling to oppofc 
any propofal of lenity and forbearance, nor have now any intention of 
heightening the guilt of this man by cruel exaggerations, or inciting 
the boufe to rigour and perfjcution. 

But let us remember, Sir, that judice and mercy are equally to be 
regarded, and while wc pity the f liy of a mifguided or perhaps a 
thooghtlcfs ofTcndcr, let us not fufi'cr ourfelves to be betrayed by our 
cjmpai&on, to injure ourfelves and our poflerity. 

This houle. Sir, has always claimed and exerted the privilci^e of 
judging of every offcr.cc againft itfelf, a privilege fo lgv\^^?i<\i\\?L\^^^ 
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an J Co conftantly exercifcJ, that I doubt whether the inferiourcovtt 
of judicature will take cognizance of an attack upon us { for kowcMi 
they venture to deciJe upon a queftion of fuch importance witkotf 
any form or preccJvnt for their proceedings. 

There fccms alio to be at this time, Sir, an unc<Mnmon neccfficjfbr 
tenacioufners of our privileges, when, as fome whifpers, which hsfe 
been waf:ed from the other houfe, inform us, a motion has beea 
ma-e in terms which nii^ht imply the fubordination of this aficxblji 
a;i 2fll*rtijn without foundation either m re:ifon or judice, and whki 
1 (ImI! alwjy> op^>ofc ai dcllru«5live to our rights, and dangerous » 
cur conlHiuiion. 

Let us, therefore. Sir, retain in our hands the cognizance of tUi 
^^ziTy anJ let the criminal either futier his punithment from »r fish 
tencc^ or o»vc his pardon to our mercy. 

. // :i'j; aj'ff' thrJ t-e printer :f the dzily paper JhiuU attenJ mext iqf^ 
wrtn ht'-f^ calUdln^ it was prop'^fid that be JbsulJ bi ojkil^ XL'httherU 
fr:?::eJ the pcyr csnpiuiMed cf. It u;js ohje^ied tOy fyr tin fami m§m 
4is //*• Qutjh.n abiut the tsuhsrs bang in t^'e gallery ^ becaufe tbt m»fiB0 
r i^'i t*i.t 1 7 ac^uje himself \ and he b4HK^ 'u;i:hdraw>i^ a debatt rf fm 
f, 'I e hsthf e enj'urJ^ end t re queftitn being p\t tuhetLer tejiculd bt afkiiy 
if he he theftijon that yiintedthe daity paper jheUK t$ him^ wkubpetptrm 
t:Uie the Jti) h:f:re rfj':iiedt9 contain a m.i,ui9us anJfcanualiUS libeiy Hu 
it UmX sn a *i:.t^:4 ca*rledim tlje ujitrr.ativey by 222 aj''il/i ibj : *» 
4';>u>^-.V le uai c Mud in cguin^ and ln'i^ tjled the quejiion^ te tvcnei 
;/! .;: he jrirJtd the jaid paper f rem a printed copy wUeh wot leftfsr is^ \ 
Ti ."; * i\e -l Lsjeri tinii j and teiug tj^ed uhat be hiid t9 a.u;e in bu •*/• 
tijLjtiri i- exciij'e f»r frinti*'* the Jislulibely be J u; J th.it as he j .tivi 
f*,ii:/.:i\r,'j,i:,\r tlin^; ukiJj hi' Lad r^nLuj' /'nm the Jaid perjit^ 
u t ;. '*• c;.; •; -f ^i i/n rj^enee^ he inf. r tea pw t :/' the pH^er i -r ii% nev, /, tfti 
uhuf!^ be J :- .: ;.;r t.<j'je if/*-, .v/, if re ^jd :^'ju?lt it U9kld b^u ♦;tvi 
e*fiic* $c t**f ■ ;:/ V, at%d ih.:; he fir bore ti print tht remainder ^ having i/«*i 
ibJt it hj.i giz\'n ci'en^e, I fen zvi.uh te uitlJre'jL'^ and tie bsuje^ aftit 
f:ne deMte^ c: a i i-iji^m x'^'iUx^^ynct tn!y a 'dered L,m int§ the eujiiJf tf 
."i-/.:;. JT't but rej.ived tJ prejent an adi'eji .'; Lis majefh^ that b4 ttV»U 
be pt'.j^i^ iJ ^iie Jireisitns Ij hi; attorney general i$ frffectiU kirn «| 

lit f*J l^lntet :fthi libel UM alfi edited int9 euflsdy. This a«u m 
iki ^d Di^inUcr^ but tbt ne^t day frefenting bis fetitan^ exf^tfifg bii 
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^^rr9fw f$r thi 9fftnct^ whereby Tie hadjujily incurred the difpleafure of Oh 
A§ufe^ and praying t$ be dlfcbargedj he was brought to the bar on thefoU 
hwtng day^ received a reprimand on his ineeSj and was ordered to be dif^ 
€bargidj paying bis fees* 

On thi 1 2th Lord Barrington prefented a petition from the printer of the 
daily paper ^ cxprejjing hisforroWj promtjing all pojpble care not to of-- 
fend for the future^ and praying to be dif barged* 

This petition being readf a motion was made^ that theferjeant at arms da 
tarry the petitioner tofome court of law ^ to give fecurity for his appear * 
fince to the profecution to be carried on againji him by the attorney general^ 
which dane^ that be be difcharged^ paying bis fees^ 

Sir William Yokgb fpoke to this efFefl : —Sir, I know not for 
what reafon this enormous ofFender is entitled to fo much regard, or 
1>7 what intereft he has engaged To many, who, I doubt not, abhor 
his crimes to pity his fufferings. 

Had he been young and unexperienced, and feduced into the com- 
miflton of this ofFence by artifice, or perfuafion, his afl-might have 
been reaibnably confidered rather as an error than a crime, and ic 
might have been proper to treat with lenity a delinquent neither ob* 
ftinate nor malicious. 

But bow, Sir, can this plea be urged in favour of a man, whofe 
daily employment it has been, for thefe two years pad, to mifrepre- 
feflt the public meafures, to difperfe fcandal, and excite rebellion, 
who hai induftrioufly propagated every murmur of difcontent, and 
pefenred every whifper of malevolence from perifhing in the birth. 

The proper judge. Sir, of thisaflFair, is his majcfty's attorney genc« 
nl, who is not now in the houfe. I am, therefore, for detaining him 
in cuftody» and for referring the confideration of farther proceedings 
againft him to that gentleman whofe proper province it is to profccute 
Uit the crown. 

Mrt Waller fpoke next to the following purpofe : — Sir, it is 
undoubtedly the duty of every man to oppofe the introdu£^ion of new 
laws, and methods of oppreflion and feverity, which our confticution 
does not admit ; and what elfe is the mention of a prifoner's charadcr 
as an aggravation of his prefent ofFence ? 

It is vrell known, and has been already aflcrted, upon this occa- 
£oD, that in the lower courts of juflice, though the prifoner may 
plead hit chancer in bis own defence, his profecuioi \% u^x.^x.\\\>^\v) 
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to profute ft to hi: c:i'^dian:«ge. Errn thoic mho : i chcd todfe 
bv for murJcr or for treifc^n, arc tXieo cslr bv the CYiJeoce of dM 
criac for vhxh thcv axe iridjcud. 

Th2! thl; houfc f r.cc bojnd to i}r':3 forn-.s, and it not 
f/r the eACiciic of .t» p^jwer, If cauiv g^a: ted; but authority 
char.gt th; T.zvuit cf '.hin^s, ar.d wh::! is ur.j;:ft in a lowcx 
woulu be 4rA ui not .'cfk urjuR, though it may not be punUhable. 

h W3f ref^SfJicJi ih:: ^w^rht had hern he^trt fv^zlndiy ii/imjidm 

Thi astitnt) returtu nst itin^ frej'mt^ tie diijig was sJjsMrmal Utb 
fsfxr Jlttirz, 

Or the next ujj cf the ffjjiz^,^ tht /jr^/Barrinjton friffjti^ tbmt iiemAmmt 
dfputt mhit hf fejur.iJy anl Jr.ttal mtmhi s imtcraded fsr tit ft- 
tituncr^ t'ot ke miri: t: rtltojel^ t3 af.vi it tuat §hjeciei^ ikm,k 
V.CI t;/;/ ?;/- t9 relea/t ^/t, w: e/s an rrfrfPsticH tVMJ l^d^ed ^snf 
I imf wi: h:yt 'X'ii^ h re t :u. J n:t bi bei i /; hai! \ and the ^/ilm Ap^ 
/ i/, U ' ither / e fi, zuJ I ' ' eiejfi :, 'x Jt litti rmltcd in the Hr^mtrve* 

jti thet'-h .'uti'-itie ititi.- .f th» I Itl^ u'!^ UiJj cemmittiJ :» thtUi 
y.j.t '^f J»ii • «..^. •, / :*'::':/ J t^..' ir'uj: :s *crmi: him ts impisre 
C". i s kK'::^ «-•:/, *r'.tn:jl ,j hj tli ji -''J/ J ond m^t filtmn mip^, 
tt : t^iff\nl ay::^ 11^4 zt dtf ed t3 te f ,.:jr ^tdthe n:xt daj^ fajsJ^hg 

(;« //# ^'ti/ittit*^ t-ff'inrer ff tl: dd. \ fafer a^ainfet timed thek^i^ 
rr^iej:r,:,ri^^ t'- at 'y r;:// hfjt:i.'j i^'xaiUd lit '•^iffcv, t'.^t U iftP 
ri *'J.) *ii:i:id ty fii iinf»ni^:fn;^ L^H'r:^ Urrcxid trs^.n c/ ^ iu 
J*:.i:Ji t: ;'-/;5'' b.'ii/f^ hii ;t '/i a*id ciiiiren^ and pfajini the mrr.j 
§ ^ t^i f : -J *» II* tt *ii i'-ifi 3rd. . id t3 he difj. ^rgtd^ /^-7-V 4/i /*•-*» ^ 
fii.i ...;.?. .'JI f.r Hi nj^^iU'ance ts urjx^r tie ^* :JtKUt :m> 

C: ' /S'. .". */r. VtC.i^'cHc;i\Y.Q^AC'^J*r:di2njkerp{Utiznf9'the'mi 
f'.itcr. .. ■, 1 f.-'-^'.^rv/, t' U t- 1 ft ft amro.ti'ii ts f.tJt hr tt^ c:f 
yi-f /•';./'.*■■', t <U^ I ~»'f . /*; r,\ / 4- i: ; ;.• / ; •'■ .• /; rj- • xiuld ct^Ji ur iu 
*,. V ; •-.: r/;i piUi:n i; .j *7 uix'x:J :i ':: oj eugit up. On Xkhuh hi 
9trn.*ti.:d .-I I . Ifii I I di;- **-tgf^ .*..•' /'.' in J tf the jtjJuM^ tftj, X/rf 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Dicember 4 — 11, 174a. 

N IKCORPORATING TH£ NEW-RAISED MEN IKTO THE STANDIKS, 

REGIMENTS. 

)n tbej^ib of December ^ Sir William Yonge, fecretary at V3ar^ having 
prefentid to the houfe pf commons an eJilmaU of the ixpgnci of taifing tm 
th^ufand men J the fame was taken into conftdiration in a committee on tbf 
fupply^ and after debate agreed to. At the report of this proceedings on 
the 1 1 thy another debate happened on a motion that the new raifed mm 
JhouU be incorporated into thejlanding regiments, ^c. 

U in thefe two debates the arguments were the f ami ^ they ere thrown inta 
onfy to prevent unnecejfary repetitions. 

Sir William Yonge opened the debate with refpc^ to what he 
ad delivered in the eftimate after the manner following :— Sir, as 
tiis efiimate has been drawn up after very accurate calculations and 
areful enquiries, I hope that no objedions will be raifed againft ic» 
nd that the fum neceflary for raifingthe new regiments will be verf 
eadily granted by that houfe, which vQted the war neceflary for whicli 
hey are defigned. 

I hope, ic will be admitted as fome proof of frugality, that this 
(limate requires lefs money than one that was laid before the fe« 
late in the reign of king William; for if it be confidered, that 
nee that time the neceflfaries of life are become dearer, and that, 
lerefore, all expences are encreafed, it will appear to be the effecl 
f the exadleft oeconomy, that the fum required for the fame fervice 
; lefs. 

I have heard indeed. Sir, that in converfation, the method of raifing 
oops on this occafion has been cenfured as improper, and that in 
ic opip.ion of fome, whofe judgment cannot be entirely drfrcgardcd, 

would be more reai'oMakle to add more men to our rcgimeivts al- 
rady cftabliflicd, than to raife new regiments with new officers. 

The chief argument, Sir, produced infupport of their method of 
agmcntation, is drawn from che ncceffity of public frugality^ a very 
upular topic, which never fails to produce favour and attention ; 
M every man is naturally inclined to hear his friend, and to con- 
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Cdcr that min as performing the office of friendfiiipt who pn| 
methods of alleviating hit (axes. 

Frugality is undoubtedly a virtue very necefTary to the happui 
the nation, 2nd fuch as there occur frequent occaUons of iocaki 
to thofc who are intruited with the fuperintendence of publick dift 
iiients, but I am far from thinking that thiseftimare aflfbrdiaO] 
portunity for dcclimauon; of this kind, and am of opinioa tha 
addition of new fuldiers to each regiment, would, in reality^bei 
cxpenfive. 

Ic cannot be dented. Sir, that by augmenting the regiments, 1 
would be immediately faved to the public the expence of the ol 
which are neccflary in (he method now propofcd ; but it is to be 
fidcred how much the number of ofEccrs contributes to the rega 
and difiiplinc of the troop.-, and how much difcipline and orda 
tnote their f .ccef>. It is to be ccnfid^Ted, Sir, that the moA 
cefJul method of making war is undoubtedly the cheapeft, an 
aotbiDgis moreexpenfive thandefeau. 

If by raifing the fame number of men under fewer officer 
fliould give our enemies any advantage, if a finale party flioi 
cut off, a garrtloo forced, an expcJirion renderej fruitleis, 
war protracted but a few months, where will be the advant 
this admired frugality i What would be the confcquence, I 
fame or a greater expence, not to pjan advantages, but to 
lolfts, and ubviaiethc efFccU of our former parfimony ? , 

In private life. Sir, it is common for men to involve (hemfe 
expence only by avoiding it, to repair houres a: greater char^ 
rew onei might be built, and to pay intoiett rather than the 
Weak niinJi arc fri'^hicJ at the mention of extraordinary effort 
decline large cx)>cnvc&, tho'i::h fccuiity and future afllucnce n 
purch-iifj by ihcm; a* lir.dwr b-jJics fli:iu\ from Uvv*rc opct; 
chnu;:h th.y are the certain methods of rcilt^ring hciltn and % 
Thcctrc.t> of this linii jity are the fame inbotiicjics, the eilate 
patted intct fit>ly, and the body laiiguiiliC) by decrees, nil no t 
can be aj*|i!icd« 

Surh raamp!cj. Sir, are frequent, and the folly of initatin: 
is therefore greater, tt,r who wouid purfjc that track I y vihi 
has Jcen other* Ird to defi;u£tion ? Nor need we fc-rcit for 1 
iiluftraciofis to diiViacr the dcltruJlive tendency of unic^riv.ah: 
ocruiu lor lUc pub^^k, lof 1 bciic\c ibc whj!e billory of the v 



lO.j new-ILaisbd utir. 4j( 

/ilHam will prove^ diat too clofe an atteotion to parCmony is 
lent with great atchievements. 

ay be expeded that I who cannot claim any regard in this diC- 
D from my own experience, (hould produce fome decifive evi- 
n favour of the method which I have taken upon me to defend s 
fc€tztion I (hall endeavour to fatisfy by alleging the authority 
jeateft commander of later ages, whom neither his friends nor 
mics will deny to have been well verfed in thefe fubjeds, zmt 
Fucccfs is a fufficient proof of the (bundnefs of his principles. 

illu&rious duke of Marlborough was of opinion, that the 
force of the French armies confifted in the number of the of- 
and chat to be alwajrs equal to them in the field, it was ne« 
to form our troops nearly upon the fame plan ; to this 
he conformed in his pradice of war, and how much bis prac* 
ifirmed his opinion, let Blenheim and Ramillies atteft, 

pretend not to have determined myfelf on this queftion, other- 
an by authority, and as I know not any authority equal to 

the duke of Marlborough, I cannot difcharge the truft re« 
3 mc by my country, any othcrwife than by propofing, that 
occafion we agree to grant his majefty the fum calculated for 
the new regiments, as I believe that method of augmentation 
csly to produce fuccefs in our undertakings, and confequently 
ure a fpccdy condufion of the war. 

PuLTENEY fpoke ocxt lo the following effci^ : — Sir, I have 
) long accudomed to the debates of this houie, and havefo 
ttendeJ to the eloquence of the right honourable gentleman, 
tm never flariled at paradoxes, nor (hocked at abfurdities ; I 
A- hear with great tranquiility an harangue upon the neceffity 
cmen in this houfe, upon the ufefulnei's of (landing armies^ 
: happinefs of a general cxcifc. 

no lon^ier ofTenced with fafts quoted in oppofstioi to hiflo» 
r with ca]culaii.>ns drawn up without regard to the rules of 
*tic ; I know that there are perfons in this houfe, who think 
vcs obliged to fpeak even when in their own opinion no* 
an be f-id with weight or with propriety, who come hither 
J a-^iiad the (hameof confutation, and determined not to be 
red. 

re-Xin with fuch men. Sir, is indeed no pleafing tafk ; it is to 
,ik enchanted heroes upon whom the common weapons of ar« 
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g«*ncnt havr no cfTccl^ and who mufl be foftenrd by a cai 
cb irm before ihcy can be attacked witb any profpei^ of r*iccefi 

There are fame, hovever* of whom I am witling Co belicti 
tbej difputc on^y for truth, and enquire with the view of attafi 
Iblution of their doubu. For the f-ke of th?fcr, Sir, I chink i 
ce^Fary to declare my fentimenrs, as I (hall be dcfirous^ in my 
to hear their fcntiments ; bat with re;;ard to thofe whofe opii 
know alread) by thiir poih, 1 (h^uid chink it of great adv^otj 
the dirpatch ot public aifair^ if ihcy wouU conrcr.t ihrnullra 
voting for their pay, wi:hour any ambition of other fcxvice, oi 
in^ the praifc of volubu'cy to that of ite.tdiji '.fs. 

Ha%'ing ihii opportunity. Sir, of declaring my opinion of the 
fures purfued in regulating our rv.Iirarv preparation?, I (hi'i noi 
fine myfelf entirely to the prefcr.t qutf^ion, but lay before the 
my thoughts upon hmc parts of the c.tjb!:(hmcnr, which mi 
baps require a reform, and which are at ic^ft proper obj-:cls oi 
fideradon* though not abfolutely necelTary to the dctcminat 
our opininn upon the prefent motion. 

I have long ago. Sir, declared, what therefore it is fcare!y ( 
nfe to repeat, that I know not any advantage to be hoped f 
Handing army, nor can difcover why the M:H and rr.oft vijor 
the inhabitant? of this kingdom fli'>uld be fcduccd from the 
tlic anvil, and the plough, only to live at eafj upm the lab 
induftry, only lo infult their landlords, and rob the farme 
never c«>u!d fi?»d uhy any b^y of men fliv)uld he exc mpt fr.»j 
ci»mnuifi labour of focia! duties, or why tl.cv (hrmlj be fun 
bv a ommuriity, who contribute neither to its honour r 

d;'A*nr.% 

I d i!ibt nor. Sir, bit I Pull he.ir, on thii ocrr.fion, of the ( 
€f ..ur :io .p. in t!ic fuppr-r.inn c.f riots ; wc (lull be tc!J, I 
j.px: y rv;«'.-MOrar..f uSo fliall rife up in il.Vnvc nJ :h/ ..nu 
they have . f'rcn d.lpcfcd ih- fT'i^-!-:<, jli.u the lollar^ h^vi 
drive) I mn h- \\}^ ti rmr af ihcr .ij | e.ir.Mice in :hc:r I jb:cr:j 
i t'liu ..I'-.n , ihit fh.' *A*rAvrT% In :*••* r: i.itl t^t that rj-c \\?i «.h 
jcr ..fiii-;';r til m rXt ii^d, ficd Jt il.-ir rr-r* a: h, tha: thcv h 
r-:rn;3il ?. !-:.v?:y ir^ulatcd thrr-tic tfhuiirr, an.l .. n:r! n 
ih* iir roH cx-fii.i.» ..i* heroic f.irv, h'i/^cn tUol; c.j>whu| 
wor- n .f :.:;l.-r-d m p.-rLhifecn thti: own ttrn.^. 

bjiTiC one ;>crhi;>5 wf more penc:;Aiion, may infjrm us of t 
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lich has been made of them atckaions, where the furly burgcfTci 
vc been fometimes blind to the merit of thofc worthy gentlemen, 
lom the foldicrs have known how to efteem according to their 
fert ; nor indeed do I fee how thofe can refufc their votes in favour 

our troops, who are indebted for the power of giving thcmt 

their kind inter|>ofition. 

TTo thefe arguments. Sir, I (hall content myfelf with anfwertngp 
M thofe, who are verfed in the hifkory of Britain, know that wc 
ive had colliers and weavers for many years before a (landing array 
ats heard of among us, and that it is neverthelefs no , where recorded 
at any of our kings were depofed by thofe formidable bodies of 
CO, or that any remarkable changes were made by them in the form 
^ our government ; and, therefore, till fome reafon Ihall be al« 
lged» why fuch infurredions are now more dangerous, and our 
vil magidrates more impotent than in former ages, I humbly con* 
tive that even without the protedlion of a {landing army we might 
et flecp in fecuricy, notwithilanding the plots of the colliers and 
le combinations of the weavers. 

But I muil own, Sir, thefe are not our only enemies, for there 19 
miewhere, yet in exigence, a perfon that lays claim to the domin- 
ion of thefe kingdoms, and pleads an hereditary title to difpofe of 
«ir wealth, to fubverc our liberties, and dedroy our religion. 

If any foreigner. Sir, unacquainted with our affairs, were to be 
vefent at our debates, and to hear with what ardour we animate 
ttch other to an obdinate refinance of this pretender to the throne, 
low often he is rcprefented as hovering over us, and how often wc 
live caught a general panic, and imagined ourfclvcs upon the verge 
M deftrudion, how often our moft zealous patriots take opportu- 
litles of declaring their refolution to die in defence of their liberties, 
Ud how pathetically our mod elegant declaimcrs have expatiated 
to the mifery of that unhappy race whom they fhould leave behind to 
tt>an under the oppreflion of abfolute power, what would be his 
pinion of this pretender, whom he faw fo perpetually dreaded, 
Jain ft whom fo many alliances were formed, fo many armies were 
vied, and fo many navies equipped ? 

Would he not believe him to be fome formidable tyrant in a neigh« 
Hiring country, the lord of wide dominions, and the mafter of nu- 
erous armies and powerful fleets i Would he not imagine that he 

Mild aflcmble half the continent at his call, that he wa^ fu^^^nt^ 

\>1 
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Vjr powerful alliances, and that nothing but a fair wind war 
to land him on our coafts at the bead of millions f And wi 
not, even on that fuppofition, be inclined to cenfure us astii 
as fomcwhat regardlefs of the honour of our nation, and cood 
for giving way to fuch fufpicions and exclamatioos as have a 
tendency to heighten the apprebenfion of danger, and dcpi 
fpiiits of the people i 

I>ue what would be bis conclufion, Sir^ when be IbouU I 
what in reality is true, that this dreadful pretender is an uaki 
gitife, driven in his infancy frons this country, and by coolf 
without any perfunal intcreft ; that he is fupported by the ch 
a prince whofe name is hated almoft by every inhabitant of th 
dom ; that he hoi neither fovercignty, nor money, nor a! 
nor reputation in war, nor (kill in policy ; that all his ad 
watched by Briciili fpies ; and that the few friends that remaii 
port the farce of a court, are fuch only as dare not return t 
native country, and arc therefore without fortune, and witi 
pendants ? 

What could a wi(o man conceive of a nation held in o 
slarms by an enemy Ii>:c this ; of a nation always watchful 
an invafion from a man who has neither dominions to fupp 
money to hire a finale regiment ; from a man whofe ti:Ic 
neighbouring princes difown, and who i> at fuch a difiaa 
them, that he cannot be afllftcd by ihcm without open ptcfi 
of which wc cannot fail of having inttUi jcnce, and «hi«;b 
dcfcjCc'd, without danger, by the veillls legularly flaiiooo 
coai'.s ? 

Would not any flrangrr imagine. Sir, that we were a nj 
fc^id with a general tVcn/y, that cowardice had perverted c 
£i nations fill<>'d u^ wi;h aijueht-nfions of impofllble invaficli 
phantoms before our cyc:i, and d:ll:adcd us with wildidcaic 
and tyranny, opprcCi )ii mul peiicciilion i 

I have dwelt thus lon,^^ on thisp. rnt, becaufc I know 
tender is the lill re«U7? of tho;c \\'\\o Jcfcn i a flanding arn 
that I prep'.fe to coii\ince jny tnjn of ih.* frily cf fuch a; 
fions, or to forsify him agai.;it (uch terrors for the tunc u 
/ur if any man, in reality, j»ow dir.fls the piclcndcr, fear 
his tiillcinfCT ; be is c*c. !!:..) :o livir in tcsrors, ar.d it ts of 
ponaLBQt ivhcibec he Ci^j^I; ^;v\A\^v^u^t ^^^-ibtln, wbctb 
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d to dKband the army, or to put out his candle in the night ; his * 

;ination is tainted, and be muft be cured, not bj argument, but ' 

hyfick. 

lut the greateft part of tbofe who difturb our confultations 

the mention of the pretender, are men of a very different cha- 
T, men equally unconcerned about his defigns, or his motions, 

thofe who are moft defirous of fetting the nation free from the 
len of an army, and very often fuch as we may difcover, from 
' condufi, to be determined to comply with every government, 

fuch as have therefore nothing to fear from a change of 

ers. 

lie men for whofe fake I am now fpeaking, Sir, laugh equally 
I myfelf at the appreBenfions of thofe whom they contribute to 
ify ; they know too well the impotence of the pretender to dread 
nvafion from him, and aSed only to continue their outcries, that 
r may not be deprived of a topic, on which, by long pradice, 
have attained an uncommon facility of haranguing, which they 
w how to diverfify with various combinations of circumftances, 
how to accommodate to any emergent occafion, without the pain 
torturing their inventions. 

t may be ufeful. Sir, to inform thefe men, that their difguife 
ht at lad to be thrown off, becaufe it deceives no longer, and that 
nation cannot be cheated but at the expence of more cunning 
ti they are willing, or perhaps able, to difplay. A mafk muft ne- 
iuily be thrown afide, when, iaftead of concealing, it difcovert 
I by whom it is ufed* 
Thofe who are attempting. Sir, to deceive others, and whofe 

rader is exalted, in their own opinion, in proportion to the fuc- 

» 

; of their endeavours, have furely a fcnfe of (hapie, though they 
e none of virtue, and cannot without pain find their artifices de« 
ed, and themfelves made the obje& of ridicule by tbofe ftrata- 
ns which they employ for the deception of others. 
[ hope, therefore. Sir, that, for their own fakes, thefe declaimers 
:he exploded flory of the pretender, will change their bugbear, that 
t be neceiFary to frighten thofe whom they want art or eloquence 
perfuade, they will find out fome other objed of terror, which, 
n a little pradice in private meetings, they may firft produce in 
t coart, and then turn loofe in the fenate. 

rbe irorldy sctUaks, allowi them « fufficiou chiqicft o( t^iaxk\A 
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■lore formidable than the pretender. Suppofe tbej fliouU rerireik 
hi&ory cf the Mohocks. The Mohocks a?e a dreadfal race, hoc 9 
be meiitioneJ without horror, by a true lover of hiS countrjr, acJ a 
flcadjr adherent to the houfe of Hanover ; they might then Tcrr ca&iy 
CDcreafe our army, or inhance our taxfs ; for who wotiid not be 
iiqecd by his wUc and daughter to agree to any mcafuiea ihas mull 
fecure them from the Mohocks ? 

But as an army is at prefent likely to be kept up for our Jcieaoi 
againft an enemy !er> formidable, it nuy be more lcafi«naS]e topr» 
pofe the regulation than thedifmiffion of cur troop?, and to mesua 
thoTe eviis which arife from the prefent eiiaoLfliment, rather tkii 
tbofe which are iatepar«ble f:om the expcr.ce of afianJing force. 

If it be ncceflary, S«r, to fupport foIJie;s, I fuppofe that it m2 
aot be denied by the advocates for an army, that we ought to levy fvd 
troops as may be of ufc ; yet in their practice they fctm tu h^ve pail 
very littl? regard to this principle. Our tniopers are mounted upoi 
horfes which can fcrve no purpofe but that of fhow, whicb may in- 
deed wheel about in the park with a fcr mi J able air, but c^n neltber 
advance upon an ei.emy wiih im:)ctucr:ty, nor retreat from himvjk 
expedition ; and which, therefore, thciujh purch:!!cJ by the natioa 
at a very hi^h piicc, and fupporteJ at a hrgc cxpcnce, car oc?j 
{race a rev.ew, but 2re of very UiiU uC: :n ::n enemy's count: ji 
and mull penfli i:i the march, or ft..r.'J uiUwliv;; in the ba:t!e. 

K(T if much more fcrvicc tobc cxpcf^cJ, Sir, from their riJcr^ 
than from thch. t(^-i^ for there nrc \lT\- f-w nf ti.c.*:! acquair«tcd vkIi 
the fi:i\ e!em'.*n's of (heir prr/cfun, or wh-) have ever iear:xed naet 
fhan a frw j olturcs of cxrrci:l\ and the mi-aiiing o[ a few words J 

corr.n.2r..\ bj! have a niirnV.-r rif c.fRi.e:i wi^h larpe appointmentv 

'V\kC l'ii-r..h ::.;. 7., Sir, ;( tliey arc J>>u' !y (j.Ticcrrd, are oflkerfll 
rn I !r:!i:'?::!!iTii at .1 I- »'» tX;icp.rr, ar^! to i:'r;i:cr cficot ; for the W» 
dirr* ..:c I'-ttcr .:.:u J. *<.-', ?.:■':'•:■ '"> i ■ i... ./'L-r cjf men ci>ll no^ 
prrha;**, n*. ■* ■■ n\n\c ;..aM :.-..: i:\: ih.:*.!-'.r a iiri-Ifi regiment. I 

'I h.' u-ri , >:', t'l-it .if.- ir -.:•.:: .J - j: :::!5 ir-. tripulit, kt 
f\n ivn*T i» ii*; :\\z:\ ' k?'- « 'Jji I'.y-: (\\- n^[ »..: nf u i:'.ij.*:n coufli 
c *\'.\r r.::'"ii \ij:'\ :u«.!i ^ :..::i:k .' ; . i ?•- ! :ftii'cj:i 1 • I'upmjrt 11 
atTi'Vf-: ! :.:y : -v*".', f •' f.'.- ,';<.'r.l .;i o: r..r.: ::u::;L-r towns, tf 
fhc j»»*.ilio:» i»J 4i*i 'hi :*."-■:. -.-z •..'••■.if'?r:'/«. 

F»*r [M-- ;':ri, 1 ij'.-.o: Uc u-...t ir':rv ■..•■■ r!ii Ic orne to the ni» 
tiCfU b;. ^j;'^i:x^ an cluu.idiuicu; ^l iu« uuit Unix kLicts and.ci^ L 
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penfive, and employing that money which h at prefent fqnandcred 
upon idlers without cffcA^ upon levies of ufefui foldiers for march^^ 
lag regiments, who might be employed, when occafion (hould re- 
quire them, in the fervice of their country. - 

It will doubtlefs be objeded that the officers of this body of men, 
Vianjr of whom are perfons of the higheft merit, and who have gene- 
rally purchafed their commiffions, might very juftiy complain of 
being deprived without a crime, of that which they have bought 
at its full value, and to which therefore they imagine themfelves in- 
titled^ till they (hall forfeit their, right by fome offence againft the 
law9» or (bme negled of their duty. 

I Ihall nof» Sir, at prefent enquire into the juftice of this pica, 
nor examine, whether he who purchafes an employment, which he 
knows to be ufelefs, and therefore burthenfome to the publick, d&- 
fenres that the publick (hould be foiicitous to fupport him in the en- 
joyment of It ! but'I fhall drdare, on this occafion, with confidence, 
that I know many of the officers of the guards to be men of honour, 
who would gladly exchange their pofls, fo chargeable to the nation, 
for an opportunity of fcrving it, and who are not very anxious for 
the increafe of their pay^ fo they may not be degraded from their 
prefent rank. 

If thcfe gentlemen, Sir, mi^^ht, in the regiments that (hould be 
railed by di(banding the guards, be advanced to higher commiffions, 
thongb with (bme diminution of their pay, they would imagine them- 
lelrcs abundantly compenfated by the happinefs of becoming ufefui 
futjeds, and ferving that nation by which they have been hitherto 
fapported only to fill up the pomp of levies, and add to the magni- 
ficence of drawing*rooms, to loiter in an ti -chambers, and to^^quarrel 
Wgaming tables. 

If this fcheme (hould not be approved, the method eligible, in 
the next degree, feems to be that of incorporating our new levies in- 
to the regiments already raifcd, that being aflbciated with men al- 
ready acquainted with difcipline, they may learn their duty much 
more expeditioufly than in fcparate bodies, where one officer will be 
obliged to attend to the inftruflion of great numbers, and where no 
man will be excited to application, becaufc no man will fee any de- 
gree of excellence which he may be ambitious of attaining. 

I have indeed heard no reafon alleged for the neceffity of new 
jeriea which appeared likely to convince even ihofc by whom It v^.% 

Vot.L £ ^i^e^Nxw^. 
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produced. Ic apnr.irs to mc that our prcfcnt army is irore than fur- 
Acicnt fcir ;hc puhliclc fcrvice without an augmentation, ard ttutfow 
of our rc^invjius nil^ht immjdiitL'ly embark, not only without oia- 
ecr to the nati'ip, but with tar i^rcatcr hopes of rucccl's, a^ our ene- 
mies Wirj!d have Icl^ tiruL' to (Irengthcn their fortiiicit;on«, and C0i*« 
Itcl thc:r tioop'-, and ai difcipliiicd forces are more formiJac^ie An 
troops ucwiy levied ; fur d uipliiie mull be of great efHcacv r^i ?bi 
fucccfsof milit.irv undcrta'iciniis, or all ar;/u:nin:s which have beta 
uui in »hc dei'ciue of a landing army fall to the groun J, 

In uijl'.ver to this propofal, wc f:iail prubal.ly be once ajiin iatiTJ- 
da'ed wirh ail in\ahon, whether fron the pretender, the Spamardt. 
tl.c Frc:»ch, or aiiy other power, it i^ of no ;*re it importance. Aa 
ir.vafi >n is a forniidibic founJ ; t!ic Uck of towns, tiic dettrud<oa 
of villages, the captivity < f our children, the ruin of i-ur iunatko^ 
kiiJ the dcfolatiijn (if our country, are f:ii>htt'ul images, anJ ma? 
thi'icl'uie be I'uccthfu'.iy produced, o:i th;» occaiion, to perplex ;ki: 
thr»uzhi«, anJenibirrals -ur enquiries. 

To ic:ii ucthcre:*.jrc il.i" j-'Ani*.', :jiu1 t.> diinpate tor ever the phan- 
toil-..' of ijix-il-.i :k I v.iil !.:y i'dore the houic tlic opinion nf ihc get 
Cwni:n-iul. r whiM'.- n.i ne li i> ihea iy been i:'.trod;:L-.'d i:i ;h.> J t bate. la 
t'lc :.:••: .'- r^. I'.'ia »;.i'. wr.tn tlie j'«'at orRrris of the cr iiin a..d ir.i"! 
<j| tlr." ^ni;:iL:l v.e c .it a publ.wt tw..ll in ilic cry, a rep*)!; Wii fj:- 
c-^:.\\' i": »'-i" ti^'t the d ike i.i C).Tii':i i i*. «d i^iiJjJ in :h^ wci: jh :.i 
I'.v I tV.t.u . n.i t:u/». Thi- nii ■»!•.: v.a» ;. .i;\rai.i!i v wcji a::c:L:-, 
:m. I up. V ■ i..! Y '.'-^i-v. ! ; ail .jj! :y •.•.•.!., ;!.cr .''le, ..t ai t.-. :, :a- 
c ::i?.:.v .'•■ '.irit»!, i'.". ■ t'> :nc:i wa- ri.MHi •;::■!, .-.ri ! c.li . ::..; : ./f.'.j 
fii'.'i *.- ;-jJi i-.t- a- !.i- ; :.r.::-.t iJ.oi: ;!. , i. » .in .■ ! .... • ^ ^r.'j 
v.ih i:^r j^r-iN' :.::y "f :!.■■ J.i:-jer. i":-'.:':.! t» J..in. O.v r-> 
jv/c-d ihat a I ';. •■:" tr- ; - fh )-.:!J Iv I" r: t i a .!::t..:-.: p r: ,.f shf 
kin -.i -in, t I iilii-i !i i: • ■."■. !i'i'>;i- ■•; t i- p p i"..r*: ; .i- i;;:cr a-f:- 
htf'.J.i.: '- .'- •J^:. '": :. a .! flc: ':.' - ^ r; :, .»i..! ...I. i^.l i*. .:•.;.,: ja- 
h.b.tar^t. 1?: ^! J h J- . ; '•■. .:r: ;:- : li.: : ': :.. •.: : .1 : . i t ; th: 
in«»ll t\|.;;.*.nc^.i •• :'. :^ v ili ■ i;-. r »:.M'.i!t ;:-. a :.".>• ..i.-.u:i» ^tro- 
P"«".-d, b..*. c iuIJ I' ! :.# r.l.'v r .<: • it n*.:- ":.:::ie:)«j t\;-cJ.:.;:i, 
ail! tlicrtr.Tc la: :ii '."Cit ;r;., \ :/. I. :\ S*»iie . i-.:t. jliiiy 
|hf*'>ic :.:k ^i.a«{, .i^d 1. crrel id i.«M'. if-r t'-c nmi^.I rn a^ ..: t.ie.'unili 
of f.ic .ri'. ad r?, zr : t'nr .rialr".;! ;:::c::.!^t j ;e..^J i-n t .e ;h:or.e. 

At irf'.l :::c Jakc ri.* M-iIlt.»ioii •^, wIm lad liici-.crvj i.t il!ca:« 
ftfkcd c^Iaily MhwLa':r ih.y ;v:rc c:::a.:i tha: u:-}* Ij.cw.* mcic rcailf 
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inded, and was anfwered, that though it might not be abfolutely 
ertain, y€t they were to confult and fend orders upon that fuppofuion. 
rben, fays he, I will lay down this great rule to be obfervcd inva- 
iably, whenever you are invaded. Attend only to one pointy 
lor have any other purpofe in view than that of deftroying the re- 
iilar forces that (hall be landed in the kingdom, without any regard 
D petty infurrefiions, which may be always eafily quelled, and which 
rill probably ceafe of tbemfelves, when the army by which they were 
zcited is cut off. For this end let it be your rule to keep your army 
individed, and to make no motion but towards the enemies ; fight 
bem with the utmoft expedition before they can forrify themfelves, or 
eceive re-inforcements from the continent. By the obfervation of 
his plain method of operation, continued he, I will engage without 
tnj other force than the regiments generally ftatiuned about the capita], 
oput a ftop to any troops that (hall be landed on thecoaft of Britain. 

So far was this great officer, who was acquainted with the whole 
rtof war, from finking into aftonilhment at the found of an inva^ 
ioo, and fo far from ihinkmg it nectiTary that the nation (hould be 
larrafied by ftandiog troops, to prefer ve it from being plundered by a 
breign army. 

But though our troops, Sir, fhould not be neceflary to prevent an 
DvafioD, they may be ufeful in fcrvices of equal importance ; the 
nipiflry may think the fuffrages of the officers more ferviceable than 
heir fwords, and may be more afraid of expofing themfelves than 
he nation by any detachment of their forces. 

Such is at prefent. Sir, the (late of this unhappy country, that 
leither in peace nor war are any meafures taken, but with a view of 
ncreafing or confirming the power of the miniftry ) for this purpofe 
Kofe troops whofe officers have feats here, are to be retained at 
ome, and the fate of our American fettlements to be committed 
3 new levied forces without military (kill. 

For this reafon is an army to be raifed without neceflity, and raifed 
1 a manner that may furnifh the court with an opportunity of ex- 
nkling its influence, by the difpofal of great numbers of new com- 
liiEons. By this plan every family that is burthened with a relation, 
rhofe vices have ruined his fortune, or whofe ftupidity difqualiiics 
im far employment, w/U have an opportunity of felling for a com* 
ulEon iu intereft at the approaching ele^ion ; dcpendance will be 
ropagatcd^ and the troublefome fptiit of libeny be de(ii»&l« 

L 2 '\% 
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To litile puipofe u'ill i( Ne objcfHcd, that foldiers and offictn v3 
be equally ignorant, that difi ipltne is not infufcd inftantaneocflf , Atf ^ 
a military drefs will r.ot make a fiildier, that men canonlv knovthdr 
duty by inftru^tion, and that nothing i:« to be hoped Unrcx p?ou^hfDefi, 
and maniira£lur(:r<, commanded by rchnol*bo\5. The fiicre& rf 
the rxpcdiiion \^ not lb much conTidcred by thofe who have cbefi* 
re^lion of the Icvirs, as that of the eieclron, and while rhey krcy 
their polls, they are very little concerned about the afHiin of Aae* 
rica. 

In ilefcnce of thii methnd it ha«, indeed, b? en affirmed, thiliC 
was prctcrred by the duke of Marlborough ; but we are not iS" 
form*- d to whom, or upon what occaiion he declared hit opinion* til 
iherefiTc aic left at libertv 10 d.uibt^whcihcr his ::uthorftv is noC pi^ 
(iuocd ff>r a n*e:hod which he did not approve, or approved onlrtf 
fome particular time for fomc extraordinary fervicc. 

It is urij;t-d that he recommended it by his practice, and that kli 
fuccf G is a fuflicicnt proof that his practice was founded upor ngbl 
maxima. Hut if it be rciTicrr.bcr^d what was, in that tinse, these- 
th"d uf i.btainini; coniniiiTi:>ns 3!'>f v^ho it was that had tbe difpotti 
of then, it w.Ii ap/i-ar not als liitilv ccitain, th.-t his pradfce 
ou^ht to bt pri^Jurc.l .-^ adccifivr pro.»f of hiscpinion. 

If :hr fiiccc^ of ti ■ ss be properly i:rpcJ as an a'j'jmfii! f:f 
the f.rm cf the!: i:^..;b:lfT'.ir.c;':, n*. :y r.r.t tbe %iw:.*rics r f p*is:t 
h i ^ci e -fT'fd a pr«).f, c»jLaI!y cor.v.iuirj, iha: a ft w (ff!cc:*atr 
r.ti'.c.ei.' ' Aij-I if th.- -'.:umc^:^ w:'.:s:h a:jiV frii:n fii.Ac:'.» .-:ce:'-al 
m i v.;m f: L-', Kw '1:t u^\ :hc ncc.ili:v of laun ' the iMl>!:cK mure*. :a 

• t ■ « 

tkj. r^ tr.L rj..i!K c . 

\Vj-, < I, i> i.i '.::■ .r.v!i r.iTjrc a t.\:!arr:!:y very pilc\cu! ta t^ 
mcil p.'w::: ,1 a;vj t: • ;:.l':i!::^ P-"''i '*'i ar.,1 t^ a tiudm^ nation « 
p^r::.Li'.i; !;. v:::^:'j. v. c, .:i :t at one-: cx^i-ill* oiir wca'th, ^r.d AC- 
t».:fu; t> ".:r cj:v::.-c., ..c » ticc dfin%.» ii;» ihi* 1?;Lam .<i-.d chuuks^ 
lie fuunr-In. It; :!. :. ci j:-.:r.c<;, w I: 1. ..:V'.i;> a:j uln-ll) iraniac^cJ 
\v.:?::ii iJ?. r c wn :. :•.•.:, Ah. rj t' cc li t ih^ r \..rv l;:tlc m:tri, 

Wf^iiciiiJ !»y \\\z I :. : I", n, n.- : \ ;r>r '.liiTiidutij.'i •? i«.«.«r tiua^* 
ni>'n*>, . ::/! \r\ :-i:: r.! « .•!! ni.iv f li:'- ; b\ l.ci!ij (»\civ.\mr. 

\'\ !hc :l.:«e iJ? .'■•:: 1 n is f.tr J .iVrcn:, it i.^ njl recrfiary tootf 

riiifi iK ; an cn^n.y Pi '.j'd be nrtir-rr than ouifcitcs. that he flKwii 

b. ,bl: to i^^t aim.c: i..lv; uai CvUU'.tv, \v: c.\u 'Aw Cca With SecOi 
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o burn our villages by incurfions, or dcftroy our fortrefles with 
lombs ; for he that can fecure his own dominions from our attacks, 
:o which nothing but diftance and fome advantages of fituation are 
iccefiary, may fupport a war againft us, and he that can fit out 
Kivaceers to interrupt our trade, may, without obtaining a vido'ry^ 
reduce us to diftrefs. 

' Our fituation* Sir, as it preferves us from the danger of an in- 
rmfion, except from that )|>owcrful monarch the pretender, who 19 
incfecd always to be dreaded, has likewife the effcft of fecuring 
other nations from being invaded by us, for it is very difficult to 
tranfport in one fleer, and to land at one time, a number fufficient 
to force their way into a country where the ports are fortified, and 
the inhabitants in arms. 

Our wars. Sir, are threfore to be determined by naval battles, and 
thofe nations have very little to fear from us who have no trade to 
be difturbed, and no navies to be deftroyed ; if they can only fit 
out cruifers, which may always be done by granting commiffions to 
foreign adventurers, they may ruin our merchants by captures, 
cxhauft the nation by the neceffity of convoys, and give neutral 
traders an opportunity of eftablifliing their credit at thofe markets 
which have been hitherto fupplied'by our manufactures. 

This is indeed far from being at prefent an exafl account of the 
fiate of Spain, whofe wide-extended dominions are liable to infults, 
^and from whom many of her mod wealthy provinces may be torn 
without great hazard or difficulty. The particular ftate of her 
commerce, which, being only carried on from one part of her domi- 
nions to another, can only be for a time interrupted, but is in no 
danger of being invaded by any rival, or loft by difufe, at leaft re« 
quires our confideration, and we ought to make war with the utmofl: 
frugality againft a people whom no hoftilitics can really impoverifli, 
whofe commerce may be faiJ to lie at reft rather than to be fhack- 
led, as it will rife into greater vigour at the end of the war, and 
whofe treafures, though the want of them is a prefent inconvenience, 
tre only piled up for a time of fecurity. 

As the only method^ Sir, of reducing this nation, muft be that 
of invading its colonies, and difmembering its provinces, by which 
the chief perfons will be deprived of their revenues, and a general 
difcontent be fpread over the people, the forces which are levied for 
expedition) an expedition on which Co much o( \.Yv^\ic»uc^>x^ o^ 
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O'K arms and the ptofpciity of our trade muft nrceflAiily ikpcH 
ou^hcto b; frlciSlrd with the greatcft care, and difcipUncd wiik di 
cxadcfi rr^ulariiv. 

On tiui •Jtcafiui^ therefore, it is furely improper to employ 
r.ffvvly cr>!lc:1^d i:-\\\ Otop^iand vii!2;^c.o, an I yrt more irrarionaltoinl 
ihr'ii ::ithc (^i.-Ci^ti'^ti ( \ h««vs called f»n t'lis occafion from the fruiKkl 
of a t'cnoo!« IT foricil fr' m thebofoini ot thtir mothers, andshc SM 
i.:.''\ n' the nur:Vrv. It is not wabo^t compatHon, coaipadi 
v?:y far evtei)dei\ t!iit I CDnfiJrr th? uiihippv iirip*ings doomed w 
a ^'aiiij-k, fi>>m uhom the fin hiS hit:i:?rio bcca fcrccncd, and te 
VI.'. i I Aeliidcd, who hivc been tan lit by miny tender Icwluraikc 
UiUvl;olviuiTiCi.cfs of thL « vtninjr n.iiU and the mornn • dcwi. WM 
b .vc bvcii wrapt in (n^ i:i wintrr, /.:..! r.'>o!cd witti (am in fiinoffi 
v).r» l..: r K\cd wl(!ic)i]t any fatigue but that ut drc2s, or aiirca.t 
t^*. I at of ihc'iT ror:'.|ili:xinn. 

\Vhf> can forbrjr, Sir, lomc dc;;rce ».f fvmpathv wh:n he feci jbi* 
tra'.s iiLc thi fc tak.;n^; thrir la!l farewel of the maid that hai fed thea 
V! n iv.ect meats, r.:i i I'cfendcd them f:om inli-^U ; when he icn 
thim drill up in the hari!:mcnts of fuliliers, luaJed with a fworii 
n' d ir.v^i!cd ui/h a command, nr«t t) rr.;}Uitt the guard at the pi* 
]j,., n> r t>i d.i'p'av their lace at a rcvie'.v, i.ot to protccl hdics it 
the d .}r ct ::n alTrmliy room, nor to fl.ew their inticpidity at a 
ii- jr:ry f.ir, but m enter into a kind of fcliowfliip wiih the rurjH 
fj.liT, to hear :hr tumult or" a ft;"»:r'.. m ijf^ain the chance of ciimatcs 
a'ld to be let Q:i C'.orc in anencm\S domininns i 

^ :rc!y, he that tan ftc fuch fprtHjcics ^^ithnut forrow, muS 
t.-.c h.rJcned h;'* heart bcvnnJ tS? ciMinnnn t'ejrcrs of crutltv. Jcd 
r jnav icafonably 5e rr^-rSci*, tlu: he whn can propofe anv mclh^ 
bv \)ij.i.h :jch h/rcili;". nay be tfc-ptj, will bo thtn.^nt en:iii.\:t» 
::rat.:ude ari nriir, 

fir tr.v ^.i'T, 1 i):nu!d imagine. Sir, ibar :.n riiV m-thrd mi.-kc 
he ii-itTverrri i-f < '.viitm.r fjch 1: t" • ■. , wi-htn't icifcMin.: that r.'-"»- 
Irr if C'llicc", w'.h, ]■ :I.aj'.-, 11 f.- frj.ii tu fiJr n and ci- 
jii;r"fr, l-rn- „# .'ir.. n \v..l < 1 t-u ii* lo thuiic n'-iTC'Iiiy, izi 
^.pf ;Vjt ;*j.^ ::.i\ If n.i m.j • r-r t r »• |o f'.-i!ire mv o^'imon. 

I V .\' 'I'.. ■■..».. : . •: :».r I-.mi- t.f?>.- iiijMirfatc rrriincl has c*tf 
I'Ti • '^ r» ■ . •: -. ; vc 'h..: ( r « i, r.»nr, ir.d th^t c un: m. fliou t hitf 
Yrc,^ ' i-:\ :' . ••%».*■.?* I 'f I'.V.. r I ■..,..•. th^ii t*.ilt of the cawpL 
'J r ; r*:.'.^ :c ! ;j. n.it Vut ih:i.k at v^cc imjolnitk and usjufi* 
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politick. Sir, as it has a natural tendency to extinguifh 
iery all emulation and all induftry. Soldiers have an 
s with other men, and undoubtedly there might be found 
n great numbers capable of learning and of improving 
rfciences; but they have lilcewife the fame love ofeafe, 
edre of honour and of profit, and will not condemn 
to labour without the profpe£l of reward, nor facrifice 
to the attainment of that knowledge, which can have 
ffcSt than to make them difcCver the ftupidity of their 
rs, and render their obedience more difficult, as it will 
t reverence which is necefiary to fubordination. 
uft. Sir, becaufe it is not to be doubted, that fome (bidiers, 
ural force of their faculties, or by a laudable adivity of 
; extended their knowledge beyond the duties of a private 
i he that excels in his profeffion has an equit;ible claim to 

and preferment. To advance any man in the army, 
> father is an orator in the fenate, or the chief inhabitant 
ig^hy feems not more rational, than to make another 
;e, becaufe fome of his ancefiors were (killed in gunnery ; 
the lawyers have jufler reafons for complaint in one cafe, 
}ldiers in the other. 

refore. Sir, in my opinion, neceflary to the advancement 
' knowledge, that, as a centinel is, for excelling in his 

advanced to the degree of a ferjeant, the ferjeant, who 
his application, and performs his duty, fliould, in time, 
ed with a commiflion. 

be objected indeed, that ferjeants, though they are (kilful 
:rs in war, can very feldom arrive at any remarkable (kill 
:s, and though they (hould be fo fortunate as to gain 
u!d never be of any ufe as the reprcfentaiives of a borough ; 
at purpofe (hould thofe men be advanced, who can only 

country, but can contribute very little to the fupport of 

? 

» I own. Sir, an objedion, which I defpair of anfwering to 
aion of thofe by whom it will be raifed. The hardy fcr- 
Id never cringe gracefully at a levee, would never attain 
rcefsful degree of addrefs in foliciting votes, and if he 
mere bribery be deputed hither, would be unable to de- 
con du^ of his dircflors. 

E4 ^^ 
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Ir. r>.r-raT>.": cf !>? prrr?rr?? frh*:r-, I Vflirre few of fhofervg- 
e'fl wa-T- "5 wojii f?:ii fPS'v ir^u-^i^nTS ; the? voald noc rccoa 
ri*p^: •.'•'• pjtinn a Tr-^-r r: h:iv«, undrr ihc comnund of bcf i^ 
• 5 the rr- '.\ pr^p-r tc-rr% :c» be ffnt f^ mzke conq-jrfts in dilaf 
coj-tr'f?, TT wr.j'i .t*."?, thir ur'^k !fu! I'oMifTs co'j!d, asJir 
the vfri.cr. cfcS-f: e.-ia'Iv ignorant w:!h :hcrrfc!ve», aitiio tte 
kr:-j A!'.J,e c;" th.ir Jjrv !n the fare ti^Jc is if the? were !•• 
cr-rr^'r.V'-J wiThrrjlsr t' '«^;*s in vvMrh evrry rran mighcreccfl 
in^rufti' •:-, in: \.j:'^ S!« rufincfs fri-n his comrade. 

I h:.i •,:&!. ', Sir, :h- :T*-k:>::jrs!!v of i:e-rir» the opinion of 001 
rr ir.c :;-r-:f;"b jic^.c-*- i.i :hc w^rlJ, on ih-s I'ubi^.T, who d.c!ind 
u- h :",-• ut'n f: Tort-icr.cj ui ccr!*.. ry, tSit ra-.v trc»cps couIJ be 
d ...:!I. -J ::. • (h :l :"t.-, cii'v I v ■-.;.•:: Rcor^oriteJ ui:h thrft 
ihi! h-rf b:-:5 i!;ci';. : j:".: tr. ir li-i'.-, a:. J a*Tc."ci, that with a 
a:")' :\> iiiixtl, \.t (h / \ ihinl: h. t i'^!:' f-i^ricnily enabled ra 
II cct any L cc- t T t:. :- . r r.j- re:, ;::'. fh-'j'i no: rear toac^vil 

i J . Ii M • -• : h c :": i ■ : :'■:.:* uf t h . s .•'?:.: m - n, t j wh om I kscv 
TaOi V. I.L- V . c f in V ;. :;!■;: : - :; V i c ;";■ . ■. j : :■. .: : J : : c r i c « c^ja}: k' to Hf 
r.v. r .: :. liz ^L •..ii".-' ■•. )r. ...r cr /?:•.:■. I.rj the r'^h:j cf fcb 
C'vuM , .:i ::.'w u:...-j -^ a:', j. is; !*.•_• ■"..!;, hai r. ■ -!.zcd ^..-nicj' 
e";-j '. :t !..- ''."■-:■.'' ... I .: \'." ■ .::!.', .;:.J ji. -i.jp. J;.;V:vti I: J 

'* i*V"* L_'l ^'* 

1.. ■ , •. -I' :•■-. 

i-. L'. ;:j i:.-. .:ii. . :.' I. lu^i." . Ill A-r, :.:::c tticv arcdkn-crw^i 

• • • ' • I . • ' * i " 1 ." • f '■ • •»••.*• i-f t' >•: 

I'. ; 'V ." '. -. c '*? > ..*.!-;. J, 1.^2? » .. i::;v Ii.:.> O'j ;ht u be 
r... a. : j M \ ^ . ' •'« ' fii :, 1 !:..!'.(. :.«l i: i; \ J .:v 1 3 \>-;: 

CliM^ial ^'-'a: - iJ^il 1, kC -■ l'. :'. •■%..— >;., ihf'L^h I C-nr:0| 
pi'l*;, . :.j j .. :i'*i : a- i. :..._: I.. ..:...: ..;; i.iicuj:: :!:j v\hv:c ccn- 
yt^is 'ji ik.k rf.^ijii.'. .!, ft-.-.r l.a^.i ^r:-.:v -: '.u it«r.u U|> a& h.i ::vJ| 
tiihrr m t\'iii: ^'T «.' ^a-.t.'^l, ti: i .. jillc ci *«:'i;^'a^r, -•ct a\ tny 
Cnur.'e i/ 1 U . ~4 i.cic...'. ;. :.r.. i't .i i:.c Wiiii t..ittc i bi^i .at^c^n* 
nidiii ^ lu i.rnr(,.::.n \.i.\.,z j.t^ uV.d n*. y^^rcliu: f.^'.ivD i.i the 
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tmy may, in focne meafure, be faid to make it my duty to declare 
ly opinion, I (hall lay before the houfea few confiderations, with 
be mrtlefi Innplicity of a plain foldier, without engaging in a for* 
aal debate, or attempting to overthrow the arguments of others. 

It is obferved, Sir, that for the greateft part, the fanher any 
nan has advanced in life, the lefs confidence he places in fpeculaiiont 
tnd the more he learns to reft upon experience as the only fure guide 
H human affairs ; and as the tranfadions in which he is engaged are 
nore important, with the greater anxiety does he enquire after 
precedents, and the more timorouQ/ does he proceed, when he it 
obliged to regulate his conduct by conjecture or by deliberation. 

This remark. Sir, chough it may bejuft with regard to all ftates 
6f life, is yet moreconftan;ly and certainly applicable to that of the 
foldier; becaufe, as his profefHon is more hazardous than any other, 
kt muft with nr.ore caution guard againft mifcarriages and errors. 
The old foldier, therefore, very rarely ventures beyond the verge of 
experience, unlcfs in compliance with particular accidents, which 
does not make any change in his general fcheme, or in iituations 
vhere nothing can prcfrrve him but fome new ftratagem or un- 
precedented effort, which are not to be mentioned as part of his 
original plan of operation, becaufe they are produced always by 
anforefeen emergencies, and are to be imputed not to choice but to 
Beceflity ; for in confequencc of my fiift principle, an old foldier 
ftever willingly involves himfelf in difficulties, or proceeds in fuch 
I manner as that he may not expedl fuccefs by the regular operations 
>f war. 

It will not therefore be flrnnpe, if I, who, having fcrved in 
he army in the wars of king William^ may juftly claim the title 
if an old foldier, (hould not eaiily depart from the methods eftablifhed 
n my youth, methods of which their eiFcfts have (hewn me, that 
hey at leaft anfwer the intention for which they were contrived, and 
vhich therefore I fhall be afraid of reje£ling, led thofc which it is 
iroprjfcd CO fubftitute in their place, however probable in fpeculation, 
iiould be found defective in practice, and the reafonings, which in« 
eed I cannot anfwer, ihould be confuted in the field, where eloquence 
as very little poivrr. 

The troops of Britain, formed according to the prefent cftablifli- 
)ent, have been found fuccefsful ; they have preferved the liberties of 
urvfc^ and driven the armies of France before thcai •, \Vv<i^j Vvvivi 
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appeared eqaaliv formidable in ficires and in battles, and with ftrco^ 
equally irrcfidiblc h.ivc picfl'cd forward in t!ie field, and mound 
' the brcich. It may be ur^^ed, that this vigour, alacrity, and facci^ 
' cannot be proved to have been produced by the number of officcnkf 
whom they were comminded ; bjt fince, on the contrary, JT nnl 
be (licwn that the number of officers did not contribute lotkir 
viflories, I thinLc it not prudent to try the experiment, which, lit 
fli'uid facceed, as it poflibly may, would produce no great a^ 
v^nta^^e ; and i! it (l^ujlJ fail, and that it may fail no man will dcnr, 
m-iLt briii^ u[yji\ Uj not rn'y tl:e ex pence wi.ich wc arc fo fulici&M 
to avoid, but dif^rjcc and lolFci, a long interruption of our trade, uA 
the fl.iughter of great numbers of our tcllow fubjcdls. 

I'hus far, bir, 1 have procceJcd upon a fuppofuion that the ha* 
lance ofari^ument is equal un bo:h lidcs, and that nothing couIJ 9 
aliened on one part but experience, or objcclcd to the other bjttbl 
want of it ; but as I am now called to dcc!.!rc my opinion in a quet^ 
tion relating to my prnfcflion, a qucHion of great importance tolhi 
public*:, I Oioulil think that 1 had not difcharged my duty to mj 
country with that !;ic!:ty which may julUy be exacted from me, it I 
fhoald omit any dJiervaiioa that my memory mav fuggcft, by whica 
the houfe may be bct:cr enabled to proceed in this enquiry. 

I th:iik it thc:ci'or> pro^-crtu liceijre, that we not only, in thelafl 
f>rcai War, cxpericncwJ the ufcfulii .fa of numerous cirucr>, batiaiC 
ue lui^c iiicewife LI: (he want ot them on a fV^riil i.Cw.u';on, ar.t! t^it 
lt:c (iniv ^rea:eli aJiar.ci^s: wiii^h our ei:ciii.es ojiaiucJ, uai g-i*iC^ 
<.\cr ;::i armv rriiic:/! .v-jj); hv t^e w.int of th-j uf»a! number of 
ofi'cri*. bucii WL'ie ilic tire.) tha: were d.'featcJ at the fat^l bi!(if 
of Aaii-T'/J, bv wIll!) ^Iiii'^li a'! >\i..\:\ wa reco'.en J :i'riin as, \td 
i: .<, wi , l!i': ojiin.ijn oi v<.ry li;.!;::! v »::.:«.:•'. Jer>, tM .: the (j.r.i.a. i^ 
c. \ V I. ..i:.^ iw.VLi ■ Im.'li.' tl..i.i : :'.- 1 leiich, ii.J :;jt i«l«.ccj .a 
I!. . ! :. : ..t;J w.:..:i;;u:e b^'. ;'.('i rf i'arc.a .:u J (iujit.lla. 

i: . .:. icrj : jTL^r-i ru *v...j;:;.-, ih^: a "fL-jfer n.;!!!'. cr uf cSirfn 

I', ij *h.:i.; ic c: t.l<.- : »chc;v i:<«;i t • 'la.e ^.^ !e .i!cr i.i !i.> %■:«• 
^!;^:r.. ^t ..nL- t:ii.? a:. J ar:'.'..;i i\ a: a:-.u:;.L'., lu.-;. j .'"JusC :':e cli^.ti 
c! 4 •-■ «'•■.••.»■ i: •« wa .:rJ, ^:i I i .o c i; J'. !..l»v th^ir io:n- 

iran i«.:, mIiu a:e t..r. . l1 t.i kicic*: :h.ii ii'.rx ^ t i: i: li n.! '-..'i. '«.:o*!i 
t^a;, u ' •■'- ih'C u.'Iicc t .ppcjr c^i:)V.*<e.i;, i.c tul .:er« J.c \\\ r, c>: that 

tiu ^ I.: ;^.i...:..^ b^: ^lu: ib; c.\.i.: . -c o* V**^*: IwjJ.r!. 

\V .erf 
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Where there are only few officers, it is apparent that more is left 
J chance, in which it becomes not a wife man to place any conii* 
eiioe } for if the officers are killed at the beginning of the adion, 
be foldiers muft become an ufelefs, defencelefs herd, without order, 
ritbout unanimity, and without defign ; but by the prefent method^ 
F sui officer happens to fall, his place is immediately fupplied hj 
nother, the a£iion goes forward, and the enemy receives no advan- 
age from confufion or delay. 

I am therefore of opinion, that in raifing troops for the expedition 
sow intended, the eftabliflied method ought to be followed, and that 
ire ought not to hazard the fuccefs of our attempt by new reguta- 
Jons, of which no human fagacity can foretel the event* 

Though it cannot be denied, that fome addition might be made to 
our companies without any vifible or certain inconvenience, yet the 
aogmentation now intended is too numerous to be fo incorporated 
without fome ncgleft of difcipline, as the officers would be charged 
with more men than they could properly fuperintend. 

There is indeed. Sir, another method of incorporation, by add- 
ing new companies to each regiment; but of this method the 
advantage would be fmall, becaufe the number of captains and in- 
fcriour officers muft be the fame, and the pay of only the field officers 
Would be faved, and this trifling gain would be far over-balanced by 
Ae inconveniencies which experience has (hewn to arife from ic. 
There have been regiments fofmed of thirteen companies infteaJ of 
ten • but it was found, that as the officers of a company may be over- 
charged with fol'iiers, a colonel may likcvvife have more companies 
than he can conveniently infpecl, anJ the antient regulation was re- 
ftored, as the leaft liable to difficulties and obje£lions. 

Havinr thus endeavoured to vindicate the manner in which our new 
troops are propofcd to be levied, it may be expcdled that I (houIJ 
now make forre obfervations on the fcrvice in which they are to be 
•niploytd, v.-hich I cannot think liable to any unanfwerable objt«Sl:on. 
It is now, Sir, in our choice v%hcthcr we will fend the new regi- 
ncnts abroad or keep them at home ; and our choice may eafily be 
dcti-rmincd by comparing the valu^ of our colonies with that of their 
tnoihcr conn'ry. If ic be not ncccffirv to have any army here to dc« 
fcnd usagainfl infults and invafions, the qucftion about the manner of 
raifing or employing new regiments is fu[">crnuoi;s becaufe none ought 
to b- ralfM, as our old troops are fufliciciuly aamaovi^fo^ W^vj^v 
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fervicc. B<jt if' (he fccuricy of the na:ion requires an army, vosj 
it tijt be :r.;kune!'j c> I'crtd (huie troops (o a dittant pari of the ml^ 
in which we Cdin connJe moU? W'ouIJ not ihofc, who fpcak 
fucb contciript o;' an expcJision undertaken by bojs, have a 
rcalcn t'^r tvcir ceni'ure, if cnly bovs were Itationcd on ouicoiisM 
rep .'I the vctcrai'.i or' France ? \Vuuld not fudi mcarures aniouttotf 
cnLinlca ;!nd mviic an invafion? 

It may rchnp^ hj urged f^rshcr, that the troops which are te 
in:o An.cricJ, ^rc mM:e !ikt.ly to fuccceJ in their dciiga, tkn 
any rr^irr.enc o: cnt.cnc eftablifliment. Tne chief danger to k 
fcired in t!ut pjrt oi the world, is not from the enemy but thec> 
rr^t;, with which young men arc mcft able tj contend, lh9ugh tKf 
m<y rt't be equa. I y 41.^1 ::';e J t'ur attempts in which (kill is e^ttlTy 
rc:Lf:a:y with \ i^i-ur. 

I urn CMV. iiKcJ, Sir, that this w.:r has hitherto brcn prokcuifl 
yi^'i'h ur>i .••jf a:i.i f^'c!i:\. and that no mcafurcs have been taken bat 
f'jvii j« c*\;-c;iLju-.' and rcai'.in have luppoitcd, and therefore aSro^ 
wi:h' >;t irru^'lc, ::.:*. if ue arc n>it fuccefsful, our mifcarriagst 
mu\\ be j.ii^'utcJ to the chance uf wut^ from which no pruccoce caa 
excrrpr u«. 

l-.i:j QjL'ARFN'Dns r,v><c n?.xt in :h^ f )!! .winz manner, bc'nj 
\.i* r.ni "'fCLh ; -> r, iiavi::;! lurt •. t;v btclv i ad the hcno'jr cf a 
(*' i'. '..\ I.'..* .111. :r.'*v V, I a.:i fi.'.ui j.:v ivr.v itiilv I ^m jcquaiiitcd »i:i 
i*.::..r I,..- ijij.cts jr iL.rr;.^ '_t u.^'jie, aiii ili.Kjid thcrLL'te con'iaue 
t I i::'.:i :'» :h'.' u i...:i.c:):: 1.: pc:!.i:ij tv.',:v c\,)L-:i:'r.ccd, with ft caC 
\'. r.-iii.v.r:, i- d 1 i.r.i ii;,:-.'Vv' w/.h h.ijv much iiidjl^cncc thcv arc 
f.v^rj m:.vj li.caa Ml.!, hwwci.r d.f.c.cnt in LnojblLJ^c, or ii; cl 
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/\ - :!.. . r. •"■;:. ': !i ;;«■: i-undiii u).'i f . kc \J}.^ Sir, prcfcircs to bar? 
i rf!i'»: • :Cp.ii.'-ii !af.cr i:om l..v!: tf;..n ari^-.^mcn:*, I hi pc I fr.il 
le.i.J j.v.' ii. !.'.■: )\ uJl', im an a:t. n.-t :.j r>:-r:'.ii:c ti:> U !-,.«» wh •i 
h..- Kj* ji . :..vtu, Vlc.i: l I titiiiiw :l t 11 :■ <: L.:::. f;;: id i.jp;vrt b»i 
jai:-.;j"r.», vfc:;;*.h n\\:({ t/.c:i::«iic l*c cli~r :l'.rJ ^y : sr.c cthc: pnx;:f, 
b.-i'. c a Jcc.il ill 1 ! i\\,* ijj'j.ti.in can l*i" i:* .'I \ '. !'• m. 

\V v.ti rcj-rd t ■ h.i r.xi.cr.cn.:r, Ij \\h k\\ Lr^.-.-i-'. i/v ni» fm»!i Jr- 
pfcc €i: vir.cr :.c,:! ;> .:jl-, he cor.K..ij i":jt wc I .. r t :.<..! i.ry i'^-- 
01 ihr iwv» forms i^i tlliMinirr.cni n- ^ in c :i /::..»•:-, Ji^d i^.aI 
ihrtifii'T, ill' ii^»^ he l.-i, haJ rrafoti li .t;*-:!:'. -j i! .1: wuh uh ;h he 
ii nri. ^v»jij'nic.*, l.c haj i.occit^i:i j- -jfi ul :!.; Jiufficacy vi im- 
i/t*.;;... .'/ the ClilCft 
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But experience. Sir, may be extended much farther than our own 
Krfonal tranfadtions, and may very juflly comprehend thofe obferva- 
ions which we have had opportunities of making upon the condud: 
Hid Aiccefs of others. This gentleman, though he has only com* 
ttanded in the armies of Britain, has feen the forces of other nations, 
las remarked their regulations, and heard of their adions with our 
Mnfederates in the laft war; he has probably afied in conjunfiion, 
and though it is known that they differ from us in the proportion of 
Mdiers and officers, he has mentioned no difadvantage whidi might 
be fuppofed to arife from their eflablifhment, and therefore, I fup- 
pofe, he cannot deny that their behaviour and fuccefs was the fame 
with that of our own troops. 

Tlie bittles of Almanza, Parma, and Guaftalla, which he has 
particularly mentioned, were loll, as he informs us, by armies not 
officered according to the eftabliflimcnt which he recommends to us : 
but it is obfervable that his argument is defe£live in an eflcntial part ; 
for though he affirms that the armies which were defeated had fewer 
officers than the enemy, he has neither ihewn, nor attempted to 
(hew, that the want of officers occafioned the defeat, or that the 
loft would have been prevented by a greater number. 

Thefe inftances, therefore, can be of no effeft on the determina- 
tion of the prefent queftion ; for though it is certain that at Ger- 
many, and at other places, armies with few officers have loft the 
battle, it is not lefs common for thofe troops that are more libe- 
rally fupplicd, to be overthrown by others which are differently 
modelled. 

With regard. Sir, to the troops of Germany, I have heard them 
praifbd in many parts of Kurope, as not inferiour either to thofe of 
France, or of any other nation, and have been informed, that their 
ill fuccefs, both at Parma and Guaftalla, may be juftly imputed to 
other caufes than the want of officers. 

Tbere has perhaps, Sir, feldom been an example of firmnefii, 
difcipline, and refolution, beyond that which was (hewn by the 
Germans at the z&ion of Parma, where they attacked the trenches 
of the French, fufiained the (ire of the ramparts of the city, and 
(hough they loft their commander in chief and two others, towards 
the beginning of the aflion, they continued the fight for eleven hours» 
and at lafi retired only at the approach of night. 

Kv 
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At GuafhIIa» Sir» they atCJckL^d the French in their tfcocks 
trcn with forces iiiferiour iii nutribcr, fo far v,\ic chcy fro.n mf 
diffidence in the form of their eitabiifb.'iisnt ; and afcer afi'^rf 
feven hours, in which their lofs wis u:ider ail their dif^idYanu'^ei Ml 
greater than that of their enemies, they retreated to their lorimi 
lamp un mole (led and unpurfucd. The Frciichy Sir, were ptcionl 
in both thcfc battles, not by the number of their cfficcrt, but bj 
their fituation, by woods, caffincs, ditches and intrenchmcntf. 

Nordu 1 diicover. Sir, what can be infericd r'rooi his rbfcnatXB 
of the influence of example in time ut'aiSl ion, but that ofnccrsiLoci 
be fclc£lcj wish great care, and not be prcmotcu by favour, or interi^ 
< •' cap: ice ; for an example of c>>ward.cc in a leader muft be pc:zr 
cious, in proper: ion as that vi bravery is bcnchcial i and a», »bet 
raorcofliccrs arc fuppufed ncceil'-iry, there is lcf» rccn-i for chrtrr, C 
muil be allowed th.ic the troops, which have more i)i&ccr» than c\za 
force, aic in iti .re Ju:igcr of b^inj ink'ct-.-d with co^varjicc- 

It appears ti.crcfore to me tluc thecxpL-ncj ot thj picfLiit c.'LbiiSh 
rent is a c«.rtjin l-vII, and chat the advjntj^cs are\eiy d. ub::al : 4 
appears t!-..it thj prcfcnt <!atc c( the r.aiion rri;uifC4 tin^alitit aai 
thrrc'*o:e 1 Jl) li \uij tor ilie in«u:p'jra:ioii ot our new u%ics M^thilrc 
vW (I .'.imcncs, 

I'yrhis ir." )rpr>r.itIon, Sir, our ncv-lcvlcj fdv^p-* w!'! b,r n.jl v 
fCi diflin^uifhcd :'ri.m our veterans ; th.'v v^ii! bj ci[ij^l!y aii]iai- tri 
v/irT !ir-.j>!.n.', .ml will jirirn, tron th.* cj:nc:f4t:k)n tit tJu'iraiT^ 
iL!f?. a T/:':: of ciUtrprirr, anJ n foiir.'nip: v( i*.iis^i-r ; we r^f 
tl:: n ifTJi'I v r" .-:.►■« :\iu.i!.'v firrniif iS'c in .;II |\.rts t f th.- publick it:* 
v.'v'r, J!;.* I:v..i"?:hv; dc'i:i::Jjj::^ ol v^»i.' w.-'.^nu", withuul leav.n^ cuf 
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The .i'-ii-^ v'.^ wi'icH th* b P'^'.!' iV' • c^J't'-m'.ri h^s cj^rcJ ia 
drlr.-M r c: '. ' ;i: ;» if •, o .P7cr ti '» ■ « :o A-icrik-a, wliis. li n.iv !:»«• 
*i c be i: 'i - i:ll an jrico:p;^r-: rn, ,. ir, inv n^'in^'ri, 5ir, ht 
i: r.\ 1 :;p • t ■ !:.c i if i: :u*;', :.:, uh^t w.!- r-l Ic :v^i>tcd| 
fh^t a w' ' ' / ■• .' rnv be ch-p. cA J».r .i Jiotii-r H.tli irc-jc t-'cfv b| 
a • .■ ji-: i! ..:i .. : i ! .:i..n. I hi.e b.-.ii il''J. cr, iV.^ wr:.;:.irv, :Li! 
lL;cr.b-; l-:.: J :..: . ih-: i:r.a! ili.'c.vO.* smuI'i, an! ihit the »jr4 
ot it rii-*!»jc.- »! .» I r :''.c .: f::minci of a;c ; arJ c.crv ri;e hu 
kfu\»:: i::c livri c" |- / f ;:» I.:njLi;!hii.g Wi h <«^'f, pr'»'«iM^rd by a 
rem. V. t in: • u a-::- <.>»:::-.:ric?. I ar:i ihtref ^rc i r «>, ir.'oii, that ihc 
bcni MiV^li ^^»'i.^ i.^:\\ i:^'j:ncr.: ;> dc!\::tib«' in a!I iii \^n%t and 

iKfC 
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K>pe that I fliall not be charged with obilinacy or perverfenefs for dif- 
renting from him. 

Mr. Howe fpoke next in fubftance as follows :— Sir, before I engage 
InadifcufEon of the queftion, I cannot but think it neceflary to ob« 
Eimre, that the honourable gentleman, who fpoke the fecond in this 
lebate, has been very far from confulting either policy or juftice in 
bis declamation, and that he deviated from the fubject only to ri* 
dtcule bis country, to exalt our enemies, and deprefs our efforts. 

He has defcribed. Sir, the Eritifh youth, the fons of noble fa- 
inilieSy and the hopes of the nation, in terms too contemptuous to 
fce heard without indignation ; he has amufed himfelf with difplay- 
ing their ignorance and their effeminacy, and has indulged his ima- 
gination in a malignant kind of gaiety, which, however it may divert 
l^imfelfy is very far from contributing either to the reformation or 
prevention of thofe pra£lices which he cenfures. 

I believe, Sir, it will be granted, that nothing ought to pleafe but In 
proportion to its propriety and truth ; and, if we try the fatire that 

li^c have lately heard by this teft, it will be found to have very little 
claim toapplaufe ; for our armies muft be compofed of the youth of 
He nation ; and, for my part, I cannot difcover what advantage we 
Iiall gain over the Spaniards, by informing them ho jv little our troops 
Ire accuftomcd to danger, how fliort a time they have been acquainted 
^ith fatigue, how tenderly they have been nurfed, how eafily they 
^ay be frighted, and how certainly they will be conquered, if they 
>ut meet with oppofition. 

Nor, Sir, is fuch an account of the youth of Britain more true, 
n my opinion, than it is prudent. I am far from difcovering any 
Vich remarkable degeneracy in the age, or any great prevalence of 
^wardice and unmanly delicacy; nor do I doubt of hearing that our 
^outh, if they are fent upon any expedition, have {hewn that the llritiCi 
courage is not yet extinguifhed, and that, if they are ranged on the 
>lains of America, they will difcover themfelves the fons of thofc 
hat forced thofc paflcs, and thofe trenches, that other troops would 
lave failed in attempting. 

That the degeneracy of the Britifli youth is at leaft not univerfal, 
ve have juft now. Sir, received an inconteftable proof from the gen- 
leman who fpoke laft, and fpoke with fo much elegance of language, 
ind juftnefs of reafoning, as (hews, that there are to be found, 
Along die youth of Britain, perfons very well qualified foi iVi^ ^^- 
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Bate; and I bave never heard that a poft in the zimj rr^ul 
£rtater abilities. 

The pleafure, however, with which I have afteodcd to bii l^ 
marks, has not fofar prejudiced me in favour ofhrs opinion, at tltf 
I fliall eafily confrnt to change that method of difeipline lo vkd 
our troops have been accuftomrd, and of which we know bj tzf^ 
lience, that it is at leaft not Ie& efficacious than that of aaj eite 
sstion. Cuilomsy if ihcy are not bad, are not to be changed, k^ 
raufe it i> an argument in favour of a pradice Chat the pcofk 
luve experienced it, and approved it, and every change is difi^:» 
able to thofe who jud^e only by prejudice, of whom I need aoilf 
how great is the number. 

Many arguments may. Sir, in my opinion, be added tooarnf^ 
ricncc in favour cfthe prefent cnahlifhmrnt. The number of oficffl |r 
——but I fir.J m\felf unable to purfjc my difi^n, becaut: I oi 
no longer rc^d my notes, which, being written by ao'jther htQi% 
f.mcu'hat embarrafs me in ti.i« decline of the light. J (hall then* 
f :re only n-ake fune obfcrvaticns upon the fprech of the ^entK-BH 
who f^(ikc the frond in this debate, an J hope that 1 fliall be al- 
lowed to deviate from the principal qucilion, (incc I do ic oalj il 
pur fair nf n neither. 

He has fibr.nci!, that our lror»;vrs z'C m.iiin?cd upon hor&s tbit 
arr of no uTl' ^ a rem3:>:. Sir, \ili!vii I never hcirJ from anv oikt 
per Ion, a:jd t'jr v/hich, I L>c!.cvc, no au:h;Ki;y can be produced: 
thrv arc moiinTco, iiiJiCil, upon \\ id'; \c'\- Jiftivcnf from tVA 
ibhich arc ufcd by other n.rioi.i, bi-cii:!;.- uaccly any other county 
bre: d"* hoifc^ ot ri:u^I li/c ai.>i ft «.*:..ih, jpil, tlicrcliire, I am ia* 
fi r«nc-d chat :hL- FrviiL'i hi;*: ;»'jr*.:.M'.l I .'fiVs iVoni this iRand, jrl 
h.iirvc i! a: itii t ;r cjvjiiy ui lltiioo v.- *:i!J Ik* in;^unted upon c«f 
h'»rr » if chi'v coulJ }:.'i>^ .re ::.c:7i. I hwc t ten infornieJ, that thrir 
p L*:r.iri' in (he th'Tk « i b.i:ii i> ■,'.k\\ a^ p.i .\irci*» iii the wor'd i"* 
iM.' t'> lufiji:! ; «iij i'.j: it w j» n". iwJ: !'\ :hr ll:fin;:thof our iioifa 
liun the ipT-: •»! i».ir t.»;J!"r*, tv.j: i.-v : , :.*ijvi;ii ol Fiaixc wnr| ia 
fhr bi'Tlc «•: iTc Kli!:, jMiifd iii'.*» i*u Dtr.ule. 

N>«r du I i..« i:.!.t.i..riJi.: U;, cc;:ij:c li' ihr choice which has bcfS 

rr.j.L- t<i (h- !r ; mrcn'ct ti>c i^e A«iu*rijan Lfvice, whici^ 

lh:i'M.;h I j:^j..:.y wiL.t.'c ti* iuc«.-ei9, i cunnui tlimk o( equal import* 

ancc w.-ti t.c uc'<'i«.c <»l uui oaii c^junrrv ; lor tho <|;h we mav li 

^dii^rawcJ L7. « «.j«i;<i:, wc c^n «« citu.r.^vrcJ cn!y by an invaiioai 

ay 
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therefore I think it neccflkry to retain thofe troops on which we 
rbeft rely for the fecurity of this ifland, left our enemies (hould 
t the advantage of their abfence, and let the pretender on the 
)iie. 

ir William Yonge next rofe, and fpoke to the efFeft following: 
lir, it is a ftanding maxim, both in private life and public tranfac« 
15, that no man can obtain great advantages, who is afraid of 
y inconveniencies ; and that he that will hope to obtain his end 
bout expence, will languifli for ever in fruitlefs wiflies, and have 
mortification of feeing the adventurous and the liberal enjoy that 
rity, which, though it is within his reach, he is afraid of feizing. 
/hen the depredations of the Spaniards became firft the fubjeft of 
debates, nothing was heard amongft us but threats of vengeance, 
lands of reparation, aflertions of fovereignty, and refolutions to 
Lin fecurity : the importance of our commerce, the neccflity of 
Tous meafures, the danger of puSllanimity, the meannefs of ne- 
ation, and the difadvantages of delay, were thundered from every 

of the houfe. Every man feemed to imagine that there was no 
n between vi&ory and ruin, and that not to humble Spain was to 
ay our country to infults, ignominy and ilavery. 
ar was I then, Sir, from fufpeiling, that when the war, thuf 
:mently urged, (hould be declared, that the profecution of it 
Jd produce any debates. I doubted not but that every man would 
efirous of fignalizing his zeal for the profperity of commerce, by 
Kilting the fupplies, and forwarding the preparations, and that 
only contention among us would be, who (hould appear the moft 
nt enemy of Spain. 

ut no fooner are hoftilities begun againft this infolent and oppref- 
nation, than thofe whoexprefled moft rcfentment at the prudence 
moderation by which they were delayed, thofe th^t accufed every 
mpt for an accommodation, of cowardice, and charircd the mi- 
y with conniving at the rapine of pirates, begin tD enquire into 
neceflity of the cxpences occafioned by the war, to harangue on 
advantacres of parfimony, and to think it of more importance to 
our taxes, than to fubduc our enemies. 

i puifuance of this new do<5trine they are now endeavouring to 
arrafs the meafures of his majefty, that they may Cdve^ according 
leir own computation, only thirty thoufand pounds, which in 
ity I can eafilv fliew 10 be no more than fifteen thoufand. 

Vol. L F t^i 
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For th* f.ike of this important fam» our army is to be moddtedlf 
a ncwre-ulaticn, and the Ki reefs of ihc war is to be impeded, di 
fucurity of our comnicrcc to be hazarded, and our colonies are lo k 

Frugality is undoubtedly a virtue, but is, like others, to be pnfiiU 
on proper occjfions : to compute cxpenccs with a fcrupulout moSf 
in time i^f war, is co prefer money to fafety, and, bjr a very p» 
vcrfc kind of policy, to hazard the whole for the preferratioa «f • 
part. 

The eentlcmen. Sir, whn have mod endeavoured to diSiiigwfc 
thcmfclves as the condant opponents of the adminiftration, IM 
charge 1 it, on all occafions, with giving encouragement to thcSp^ 
iiiarJj, hut canchirge it with noth ng fo likely to raife the caul- 
dcncc and confirm the obfiinacy of the enemy, as the objcAni 
H'hich they thcmfclves have nude to the prefent fcheme of levviii 
forces i for to how great a d/^rec of p ivcrty muft they believe that mm^ 
tton reduced, of which ihe warmell patriots ftruggle to fave a Im 
iv incoiifiilerablc, by an expeiiment of fo much uncertainty? Aal 
how e::li!y will the .Spaniards promifc thcmfclves, that they flullpil 
tlu- vivTlory only by obii|^in:; us to continue in a (late of war, a tMt 
VhhiLh, by ojr n;v:i conrViaon, we are not able to fupport t 

H^J «ny other .^r^ununt. Si:, be. n produced than the neceSry 
of pjrfM.or.y, it iuJ l^ecn lefs din^ctous to have agreed to (his new 
fch.die i but tit^Jopr i: only for ttc fa^e of fparin^ fifteen :h:^ufa=i 
pu.ind*, would be to maicL* ourfclves contemptible, to intimidate 
al!:c<, ar.d to unite all (hole a^^ainll ub, who are inclined to 
o.'i nk.:L:y, and to plunder weak. id.-. 

I -r:i ir.c'.:;ifJ ti» j'»J^c fj ta\ourab!v. Sir, of the indentions ef 
tisjiL v%hiim 1 urn imw oj^jofin^, that I believe they hjvc only uU 
ihr ar^'u.-i cnr, b caulc ihcy wire abic to produce no other, arid that 
ii c'.:l.cr re.if.»n «»r cxptricucr haJ been on their fide, the p^verrvef 
the n.:':<in ::aJ njt been m?ntiuncd. 

liut the h inuurabie ^initleman, w)io ha*, been f> l^n" en^a^ia 
nii itjry cmpli»ymr:::>, ha^ Oicwn that .ill our fucccK h.i\ be:n eb- 
ti^iirdbyihc prclcnt uL/.-lilhrrcnt, and that the baiiL in v^h.ch wt 
fu:;"c:eJ m-. I*, wa» l«*it bv ou: iinl.r:u;i.i!e d.-ftclcncv • f I'fficen. 

Nur do hi) realms, Si;, however mr)de{:lv cffcicd, dclcrvc Icfs i«* 
gard th^n his cxpcr.encc, fur he h^s ibewn th.it a greater numberaf 

u.\r» natyrJIy coiiiiibuic to prcfcrve due plii.i , anu excite ccun^e; 
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Mid it is not neoeflary that a man fliould he much a foldier tc difcover^ 
diat difcipline and courage united, muft generally prevail. 

To the examples which he has produced in favour of his opinion. 
It has been objeded, that vifiories equally wonderful have been 
pined with fewer officers, and, by the honourable gentleman that 
jjjpbke the fecond oh this occafion, the anions of Eugene were op« 
poled to thofe of the duke of Marlborough. 

That viAories have been gained by troops differently regulated, I 
cannot deny ; vidories have likewife been gained. Sir, under every 
drcamftanoe of difadvantage ; vidories have been gained by inferiour 
Bonbcrsy and by raw troops, over veteran armies, yet no prudent 
gjeneral ever produced thefe inftances as arguments againft the ufe- 
falneis of difcipline, or as proofs that fuperiority of numbers was 
BO advantage. 

The fuccefs of prince Euge^ne in the late war, was far from con- 
vincing the Britifli general, that the German eflabliOiment was pre* 
finrable to our own ; for he required that the Heflian troops, which 
were paid by Britaio^ (hould be officered liLe our national troops. 
In this he could be influenced only by his own opinion ; for he nei- 
ther nominated their officers, nor could advance his intereft at home 
by creating new pofts to which he did not recommend i he could 
therefore only regard the fuccefs of the war, and changed their 
Bodd only becaufe he thought it dcfc<5live. 

The Germans chemfelves. Sir, arc far from imagining that their 
armies might not be made more formidable by approaching nearer to 
the Britifh methods ^ for one of their officers, a man of great reputation 
snd experience, has informed me, that they were convinced of their 
defe^l, and that nothing hindered them from adding more officers, 
but the fear of expences ; that they imputed all their defeats to the 
neceffity of parfimony, that their men wanted not courage but 
leaders, and that their enemies gained advantages merely by the fupe* 
riority of their opulence. 

In the late war it was common for the auxiliary troops, when they 
were fent upon any expedition of importance, to be fupplied with 
officers cither from thtrir other regiments, or by the Britifh forces ; 
fi) neceflary did the duke of Marlborough think a«larger number of 
pficers iff time of adion, that where he could not alter the ellabiifli- 
Bcot^ he deviated from the common methods of war, and transfer* 

Fa 1^^ 
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red his ofTiccrs oc(anona!Iy into troops over which they had tt 
fee. led authoittv. 

It is thcret'urc mod evident. Sir, that the model on wfaicketf 
troops arc fornii'd, wn*, by this great commander, preferred lote 
U'liich is nnw lo warmly recommended, and I know nnc wbjm 
fhould rcc?dc frnm his practice, if wc arc defirous of his fuccds. 

Nor rait I dr.covcr. Sir, any better method of fcIcAing 
than ihac whic'.i has of late bicii fJiowcd, however fememiT 
furc or ridicuk ic. To advance [gentlemen to command fccmt ttk 
the mod likclv wav to unite auihuritv with rank, for no man wit 
in^Iy ube\s thcfc to whcm he ha.*: latcli fcen himfcif cqual» < 
conduii) in lower llacici.s he has peihaps had opportunitiet of 
aminipfv too near I v. 

I'hc di(l.:.ction of birth, h^wc\cr chimerical in itfelf, has 
ft» luH;'. admitud, and l'.» u:Mvcr!a!!y rcLcived, that it is geoenilf 
irria^ir^L'd to confer on one man n;i indelible and evident fupeiionn 
c\cr arH>:hcr, a fupcrijr::y, which chofc who would eafily i 
thLmf I'.c! r(^i:al in fTuric c.-!!:no; deny, and which they allow 
willir ■■• , I-.* w^i'^y t**.''i!':li i: K an aNantange to pjiR-f^ it, to 
it nnn-^t Iv ''ilt!, cj::Iii:e:id .'.i a u\ r.a:h. 

For f^*:- :c\'' p, '^r, i:.-.:i t!.'.u:l ilv ol:ty th-fL' to When their Virdh 
fr !v^ I.. I',.-.ic ..i* '.vlt*: f!.f. r, vm:Iil-iii any kTupuLu* czsquiiics isBS 
tl: [ \ •: :-■ ' : . ...t: ; ihc\ l.avc I wC;i rau. ht fr^im thjir rM'if^wW 
t.- t ■. *\ \t i':. Ti .4' ; iate.! ir: a J. .rxi r.Mi'ic r*i..ri !;;. n.ulves, and re 
r.-.-.*:. ♦..,. r-.[ I'.i. ..i..: .\: any (lat.'l.i.t i'».:Iii uf ifn:a:i^ntc. or t«is« ' 
<■■.;; *? :'.- it c ;. ::.i', i.:c:i u\;i.Id pro,! .;cl' a: I. ..".I icfcn;mcn*, asi 
J ».-:1j 1/.' •'. :t.:v, in r/ii r.t\'. 'v t\ ilf ■ d li* ::i a I. .v liar.::. Ti* 
r. '•• .\.:iirivi ;■;, S r, wc !o..'ic u, (>;i I'.c wi«:IJ, M.l- n.. rj i\tcr.zf 
f' ' V. t- "c v« .■, .:tcd • f ihc truth » i ih.:^- jiilrti ■ii-, ar-J ;hc rxtt 
t\\ \::\\. {]..'[ wc i!i!%.o'.tr ih-j i;.i;.]i :*ic ;i;:.»h <^"Cf..::*, m a <i:;rar 
fw.'.'ve!. i:. '., '.'.\ c. t:i ro ihi Ic whi. \\..\\ exi'-.riv.'Kc I ws p* .rcr, irJ 
uriv!; J- : •.. 1 f . ■>: :hj v. hi*.: r/..-::.- i»: ul>-; Ji.ia-.j.r. , h/«h<a 
I- K.Ay :• h-.".: ! j ::-:r. 

Nit: .::. iT.^t. «'f ;: 'h, S.r, :.. Ic ;-.r:f rrcl ii n-..-ri who arc ?^ 

r IT.:. *.:.Jrd b,' ii.'!.:-.' but f:-..ir .rv :,.•.■.!.■■, , :'; !*.ra-.f"e t^rf■J^t 

i:: :c i ':v..::wi*vVi ■- * t 'i i *-t :.*i -.i t:..r r. a.. :i t : t . .! i l'.•>■?ru^;^ 

Ic Kj', 1 •:■:! o! .c: •..•,«, l?:..r, in :. a..:v, t'.;c/ d.;.h:ir.r ihcLB^vc* 

ci..7./:;-;.Jt;s ..j u iLa^ncr more l.u,! j lo pK.cr\c J:^:»i!y ar. J cacfctft 
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ntverence ; that they difcover, on all occarions, a fenfe of honour 
Bod dread of difgrace, which are not eafily to be found in a mind 
DODtra^d by a mean education, and deprcfled by long habits of Tub- 
leftion. 

It is not indeed. Sir, univerfally and unvariably certa'n, that a 
man ralfcd from meanncfs and poverty, will be infolent a;.d oppref- 
fifc ; nor do 1 doubt but there are many now languifliing in obfcu- 
lity, whofe abilities might add new luftre to the higheft honourr, and 
Whofe integrity would very faithfully difcharge the mod important 
tuift, and in their favour, where-ever tuey can be difcovercd, f'^me 
exceptions ought to be made ; but as general rules arc generally to 
be followed, as well in military regulations as other tranfaJ^ions, it 
will be found upon the exadlcft enquiry, by no means improper to 
advance gentlemen to pcils of command rather than private fentincis, 
l^owever Ikilful or courageous. 

It is to be confidered, Sir, that the prefcnt flatc of the con- 
tinent, has for many years made it necefiary to fupport an army 
even when we are not engaged in an adlual war; that this army, 
though of late it has, for the eafc of the people, been fomctimcs 
encamped during the fummer, is for the greatell part quartered in 
towns, and mingled with the reft of the community, but governed 
at the fame time by the officers, and fubje£l to the martial law. It 
has often been obferved by thofe who have argued againft ftanding 
forces, that this difference of government makes different focieties, 
which do not combine in the fame intereft, nor much favour one 
anuhcr; and it is indeed certain that feuds are fometimes produccJ, 
that when any private quarrel hr.ppens either by drunkcnne fs, 
or ;;cc:dcnt, or claims really difputable, between a foldier and any 
other perfon, each applies for fupport and afiiffance to thofe in 
the Ume condition with himfelf, the caufe becomes general, and the 
foldiers and townfmen arc not e.fJy rcftrained from blows and blood- 
flicd. 

It is true likewlfc that the rhetoric of the patriots has been fo cfTi- 
cacious, that their arguments have been {o ciamorouffy echoed, and 
their weekly productions fo diligently difperfcd, that a great part of 
the nation, as men always willingly admit what will produce imme- 
diate cafe or advanrage, believes the army to he an ufelefs burthen 
impofed upon the people for the fupport of ihe iu\W\&\^ \ ^^^^. ^^ 
haJhrd therefore looks upon the folJUt as ^iv \iiUu^^\ ^vc>\^^^ '^^-^-'^ 

F 3 ^ -^^ 
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liis hou.V, anJ ricrin; in f .(h ar his expenre ; irrd the farmer aii 
rr. ni-'afi .rrr ha*. c Irarr-i i-^ call the army the vermin of ill 
1j:;'.I, the C2:rrpr::.irs or' the nation, th ■ de\'ourcrs of other men*! il- 
ilijflrv, the tntn'i!f«! rf i:i>cr:v, and the (laves of the court. 

It i:i nr: tc be I'l^^pofcJ, Sir, that the foKiiers entertain tbe bof 
i«!L-2s of their piofcfTion, rr that they do not conceive themfclvct »• 
i'.irc! b.- fuh rL;ire:i:'K.itinn<i : they undoubtedly con Hder thenfebci 
iis the Suiw..:^ cj: their countrv, as men feledcd for the defence of 
t!:c re: i.f t*:c c. Ti-riinitv, as thofc who have engaged at che hazirf 
of tn.ir !i\^» tn rc;'t! ir.v^ttoa .ip.d reprefs rcbclliont and who ces- 
t::'^'J^'* rr. re :!:.::: ! c.r p.rt t-j the general tclicityi by fccuring pe^t 

!i a :: ji tD i 'J .ii>-:''^::-J, ^:r, but fer.timents fo widciv diflFercaCi 
n :■'* :T-.i_.r .*..: ti^ :.^: cunirjrljtv nf cljims and diverfity of cm- 
tf: '.'-S ;■ ■: ::! ij i.«-. i-"jt th'- riati whi* fubfiiU upon the CAM 
v; . I "i r- r.i; 1 •^!» . . r. h.: .ahnur, C'j::ht !■> confider himj'clr M 
bij j: t r.« r :•.:'.■ ...:, i: : t ^« hiN hiirlin? ..ntl hi» fervant ; the ibldkv 
WI.V-- ' :■.» . ! ' .> .ri f. :■: •.'>:".er.v hi.iiltlf fiitlijientK grateful tohia 
i^.ji !i . .■ ■.". h.- :■-• '0 • ia .-i-fcTcc, .ind i whom he muft flrfcf 

jTjtr^". V.I .i.i:]jr*f f'..:!! appioi. fi h.rri, aiiJ concludes that 

be h.i* ■'. : - ill :*. •.- : ;::: iv 'he ht:.». part of that, of which tbc 
rr^ i.« ".■ t '' ■■■■■ wn-j. • .!•■..»-: !, ur n hi..!. 

I ■.■-; . ■»- .r!--!»vt' rr.AL" si. e\i:\ ir.an s.i his own eye«, and fa 
di.V f . ! ,• • ! 1: en (:ctc:v]:::e whei '•.ich li to juJ^c in hu 
r. '.• N*» nir"! r rhrtr corrpcutor* if) :iks moft fjf^!/ of hit 

1? Ik r. ^r.i rhirrA^er, or whrtliLf both nrc rot milLilccn in thr^r op* 
r. .', 5 I'W'. 11 bv no rrcirs nrcrfi'.rv 10 liec-d". Thi* at leift a 
^. ..*...■, ;h-: :r« pnt' [vf peace and ha:::itinv hrtwecn two boi-jcs^' 
r ":•. I * ' "d ».> Iivf l,.;:rrhrr with frr.:i.::':n:s m i • l-k.I;:.- there ti rr- 
4- ,.:c.'. .:; I.', f rr.n^cn i'e;;r?e of prui.;cr'.e, !,:>Jr;..:.o::, j:.j kr.oir- 
1: ^: ■ ! rra fciiti, \*h.».:i i> ch icily i nr tr-.rfj on ttie piri of tW 
f^ -K-. h v^-lcti. ■■, .::r 111*::.! 10 r.i'.'r- r ' "o 1* r mrTui.J, ar«d^C 



?;■.:■• f. :: '• "Lief PL. i •• i»*e .»u;* .:i!" ..* :r.':r !i;r'-u:J- 

I /I ;,» 1j,.\c:-.- jt. *:'::;':::'• t»* ti.» k'-.d, S.r, : h..p:.eii where ihc 
ff!d c* ■■ ••€ CI. :-. .-r: Jl."! f.r*'v * V p.'. '.*.r :rr: t.-.-f, u'';uiiVJ in tJsc 
die:-. 
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wAcd from their councils and dire£lion ? Can it be imagined , that 
liey would enquire impartially into the original caufe of the difpute> 
hat they would attend equally to the parties, endeavour by mildnefs 
ind candour to foften the malevolence of each, and terminate the 
lifpute by fome addrefsful expedient, or decent accommodarion ? He 
hrely muft be very little acquainted with the vulgar notions of bra- 
pery and honour, that could form any hopes o( fuch condu<S^. 

The plain foldier. Sir, has not accuftomed himfelf to regulate his 
Biotions by reafon, nor has learned any more of honour, than that it 
confifts in adhering invariably to his pretenfions, even though he 
Ihould difcover that they are falfe; and in refenting affronts with the 
Qtmoft rigour, even when they were provoked by himfelf, he is 
tiughty that it is his bufinefs to conquer in whatever caufe, and that 
to defift from any of his attempts, or retrad any of his affertions, is 
BDWorthy of a man of honour. 

Warm with fuch notions as thefe. Sir, would fuch officers, as have 
been recommended by the honourable gentleman, apply themfelves 
to the termination of differences ? Without any knowledge of the laws 
of fociety, without any fettled ideas of the different rights of different 
perfons, they would have nothing in view but the honour of their 
profeffion, nor endeavour to fupport it by any other method than 
that of violence. If a foldier was affironted by a farmer, they would 
probably lay his territories Wafie, and ravage his plantations like an 
enemy's country ; if another difagreed with his landlord, they would 
advifc him to make good hh quarter:^ to invade the mag:izines of pro* 
viiion without reftraint, to force the barricadoes of the cellar, and to 
forage in the (tables without controuL 

Bat gentlemen, Sir, are proper judges of debates between the ar- 
my and the red of the community, becaufe they are equally related 
to both parties, as men who poffefs or cxpcft eftates, or who are al« 
hcd to thofe whofe influence arifes from their property. As men 
bred in affluence and freedom, and acquainted with the bleffings of 
our conditution, and the neceffity of civil government, they cannot 
willingly contribute to the increafe of the military power, and as 
members of the army they cannot but be defirous to fupport their 
own rank, and to hinder their profeffion from finking into contempt ; 
it is therefore their care to reprcfs infolence on one part, and to pre- 
vent oppreffion on the other, to flop diffcncions in their beginning, 
and reconcile all the different pretenfions of Britons aad CQV^iV:l^, 
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I nm indeed kirpri/o^, Mr, to hear the promotion of (ctytm 
recommended bv the honour b!e gentlL-m.in who has fo often fir^ii 
cd hii lungs, and txhjultcJ his invention, to explain how end 
cur conft:tui:on is cn.Ur^rrtJ by the nMuy, how readily iho£: na 
\i'iil concur in the ;:bo:iii')n o; property who have nothing to Mii^ 
and howcnf/v they may I c pcrfi!a«ied to dcftroy the libcrtrrt of ikir 
ccunrr-.-, \v!io .:re alrca 'v c ii i>ff from the enjoyment of thcsi, «ta| 
t h '- : ,. :'. -.re, c .: . . f . i ■. ! v b c h r ; il \\ i i h e :; vv ."» nd malevolence i hofc adm* 
fa -cs whiJi they tannot h«;^e to pofflf'*, and which produces 
them no other cfFccls ilian a quicker fenfc of their own mifcTT- 

ITnon what princi.:!cf. Sir, any r:cn[I'!man can form thofc notioBli 
or \v::h wh.-.t \icw he can fo loni: -i^d ib ftiiJioufly difperlc them, t 
i> ] li province tocxpliwi, for the «)n!y reafcn that can be offered If 
i^ry i];hcr pcrT'n for l:ii i:^ci iLnt Jrclamations, the de(xre of fc* 
curing his country fi(ni the o^^Tcfiicn of a (tanding armv, if aov 
fiir ever ovcrihr'»wn bv tli'i ri-.w pri^pol'.i! ; which, if it life •^ be 
rcv.:ivt.I, u.til.l in :\ \:iy few years prydi.cc ;:n army prfj..: in be 
cr.!,.!u;, iJ iii thv cxccutii»n of tl:c moll dct;:fljb!c deli^ns, i-,- i:rf 
th.i cuuld b-j nf no o:!ur \:k' th.ia to j^r.uily an ambiii^.us pr.ii-.c or 
a witKcJ nu: i!lry, j^ it would bv- comn:j;i .'..d, not by men whu fiji 
lo^: tbtir I.bcrry, I. :t I.,- men ubo r.cvt-r c;." jytd it, by men vte 
w.j-jIJ ijjjiili oar cr.frituiion wi:::..^t Ln.»win ' that thev werees- 
^■a-'cJ in a: y crin.iis-l ui.J^ii.ik.:.- ■, wli-j h.,vc no oihrr iV. iV u ::x 
c;.;.j)nLnt of a'.ithor.;y th n that it i the ; -wcr c»f a.iir^ WiC:cc{ 
ci.iiirf.;:', who h-.c r.o knuwlc.lj-. ci aiiy othjr Lwi ::ian iheci* 
n.-n li I f tl;eir fupciors. 

To ir.cn !il:c liiL.^', .'-ir, to rr.rn r.,!:: J ui r..irn ro- rrtv anJ fff- 
vi'lry to rjnic anJ |M»wrr, loi^'-Mn ....•..• i -.v.:;. . ■::.minj,»l 

1^. r. •-.:■• \» rl-..l w'.ih i;.J :. ■.. 1 ..: y t A p..-:.j:, rf 

/r.l 1. ..'l.-rtor il 1.' •.::•:, ...-.v .: :'. -. ■ I/ .■•.■ ..,-,• f> t;-.c vor.u^'*:*^:! 
c:r* &: :T-.ir il'.fv, v.- :• ) '.'.•: ;■; : :.• ■• ■ : I. :o.iii:;\, u,.J uixiJk 
to thru lur I'. ;•. ■• , , I'.^.r:. , i . ' -, : !. ■ / 

\V'-..::cr I be l^;- ■ •ji.i'.'!- ; .r.t;.-.'. .:: I... i ....r.^cj .,r.y of the iir> 
tiinii'i'', wh:i!i I..- 1..1J h:!*-ri .,:.::! i j ^ !Tn:t \\4;h regard l> 

I* r. *:::■., v.r.^'.iivi tl.;: n'.w l.iTir. •. ;; ;> r.:.!^ ail ii. fiance olibJl 

ir.. o.'jiiiL ..vV, 'Ah:* Il I- K .:i !yiol>".{v |- ; j;: ri.c viiij.catiua ol* 

I-.// . ..!.• ■, ^-i wlv.il. r I:-.- w.'. ■•c:ra^r ! 'j i: < :!■. tv h.» natreJ of tbi 

a ''/...:*■'. r .■;: , \^ . ;. r . w -'.v. \ ',v. v» .: Y'\ V. t» \ j lat \\\v V.'a o*« a aii i3t 
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Hit I. mull lament on thtsoccafion the entertainment which the houfe 
irill lofcy by the 'eternal cefTation of any harangues on the army, 
ince he cannot now declaim on either part without contradidling * 
liis former declarations. 

Nor will^the honourable gentleman find lefs difficulty in proving^ 
Qiat juftice, rather than policy, requires the promotion of ferjeants 
to commiffions. Military preferments are always at the difpofal of 
the crown, nor can any right be pretended to them, but fuch as arifes 
from the cuftom which has been generally followed in confering 
them, which is n^ot only variable at pleafure, but has never been at 
any time regularly obferved. The order of rotation has been fufiered 
ibmetimes to proceed, becaufe of two perfons otherwife equal, he that 
has ferved longed may plead th^* mod merit; but the pica of fcr- 
vice has been always over-ruled by birth or powerful recommen- 
dation. And though, Sir, it is natural for men difappointed to 
complain, yet as thofe officers, whofe preferment has been delayed, 
were not thought in reality to have received any injury, their mur- 
murs have been the lefs regarded. 

It might be expe<3ed. Sir, from a patriot, a lamenter of the de- 
generacy of mankind, and an inflexible opponent of corruption, 
that he (hould confider rather fsL&s than perfons, that he (hould 
regulate his decifion by the un variable principles of reafon and 
juftice, and that therefore he (hould not applaud at one time what 
he condemns at another. 

But this gentleman feems to have eftablifhed fome new maxims 
cf conduct, and perhaps upon new notions of morality ; for he 
Teems to imagine, that his friends may feizc as their right, what his 
advcrfarics cannot touch without robbery, though the claim of both 
be the fame. 

It is well known. Sir, to the whole army, that a noble perfon 
whofe abilities arefo loudly celebrated, whofe virtues arc foliheral!7 
praifed, and whofe removal from his military employments Is fo 
folemnly lamented as a publick calamify, obtained his firii prefer* 
ments by prercnftons very different from military merit, and ihat at 
the age only of feventecn, a time of life in which, whztever mi^hc 
be his abiliticf, very little prudence or experience coulJ be expccled, 
|ie was advanced to the command of a regiment, and exalted above 
many officers whofe known bravery and ftec^u^wt Yi^iai^^ ^^vv^^A 
tbcm to favour^ 
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I do not aflfert that he was undefervcdly promoted, or condeH 
Chofe who ciihvr folicited or granted hiscommiffion ; I mainuin ooi}^ 
chat what was then reafoiMble and juft, is not now either ioiquiiM 
or ridiculous, and different perfons in the fame circumftancca hm 
a richt to the fame treatment. 

In the reign of qjeen Anne, a reign. Sir, which every Brint 
recolleAs with fo much fatisfuSlinn, and which, will for ever Jhd 
examples of the wiicft councils, and mod fuccefsful wars, whcaaev 
rrgimcnts were tu be r^iifed, it was far from being thought neccAff 
to obferve this gentleman^ favour if* method of rotation ; pofia woi 
fi!1'*d, not with the otHcer^ of other n'cri.rients, that room mtzhtli 
left ?or the promotion of ferjeancs, bur with gentlemen who had ncrw 
icen a bitilf, o Icirr^eJ 2t\y psrt of the military d:fcipline. 

Kut thv^ueh. Sir, the rr^uUtion of our army be thus violcslf 
actackrj, the greateft crime rtf the iiiinillry is, in this gcntlemai^ 
opinion t (hat 01' levying new troc^ps, when we have no cmplojmcift 
tor ojr Uan.^n^ forces, of lading unneccflary impofitionf upoo tkl 
nation, j:.d a!arminj: wi:h the tcarf of ;tn invation, only that^ 
army mi||:ht be encreafcJ. 

On thu l.caj. Sir, a declaration nf the duke of \f arlhoroogh kai 
been pruJaced, w:th a ^rtzi pomp or circumllanccs, and f^ch a 
icemin;; accui^cv o( narration, that the attention ot the houfe vis 
engaged, and the a?co'.i:!t wj:i rccciv .-'J with all the folcmnitv oC 
unitcru! r:lc:>LC, ar*. J \v::h !i.c vciicraciun Jue to fj hi^^h an au:hor.t| 
in a quetVon of io much importance. 

'l*ne fubjcck ii inJecJ fo worthy ot regard, that 1 iliini, S'% 
every man I'U^^hc to contribute to its elucidation, ai\J, thcrrforr, 
i t^ke tiic liiicrtv or 2.:cing to the hunou:aMe gcritUm.:r> relaiica, 
whit I hn;>e v^ill l>e \\cAui with c«^;:-! curiofity* the method by 
which (hdt crcjt common J cr pu'par.d 10 put a llop to in inva£oa 
[ w;:Ji !>l;;;ili a number. 

lie W4' \ft\' far, :mt^ rVctii imagining thjt he fliouid be ab!< !• 
repel them i\v upen funr, he was lar Woin bcinj io cerr.ientcf hiS 
fupcnuMty lit mii:.:*. u !!, a> to im.i^'n'- that he fltiiulJ J«.:,:at t'.en 
by rtrata^c-ni, ;:nd i!i. 1. hire, hw* drl:;;M.!, by burr;::5i» the \.!!i^, 
and dcltioM::^ the coun:rv, to deprive them of the nir:in^ ut uM'il* 
tence, and hair^f^ them With famine \ to hover at a c.itj.-^ce, aaJ 
tut vS thoic p^iie« «4«f.:i nccsdlt/ ihculi ior«.c out to toii^t 

i4 
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^1 a body, of troops could be aflembled fuflScient to overthrow them 
So a battle, or to drive them back to their fliips. 

Such was the fcheme. Sir, as I have been informed, of this great 
«nan, nor, perhaps, can any other be ftruck out by human abilities, 
^vhere greater numbers are to be oppofed by fmaller. But this 
icheme, though preferable in the laft extremities to flavery, is fuch 
cannot be mentioned without horror, and of which the execution 
ght to be avoided by every expedient that can be praclifed without 
tiie danger of our liberties. We ought certainly not to rejed a nau- 
ibous medicine, by which that health is preferved , which, if loft, 
CU only be reftored by the amputation of a limb. 

'As it was therefore neceiTary, Sir, to fecure our coafis from an 
invafion* ic was neceflary to raifc new troops for the American ex- 
pedition i nor did this method produce any dclayi fbr the regiments 
irere compleatcd a long time before the (hips of war and the tranf- 
ports were ready to convoy and receive them, nor could the utmoft 
ardour and diligence difpatch them fooner from our coafts. 

The fliijps. Sir, were by the violence of a froft, fcarcely ex« 
ampled, retained for a long time in the harbours, without a poffibi« 
lity of being put to fea ; when they were all aflembled at the place 
appointed for their conjunSion, they waited for a wind ; all the 
delay that can be objeded, was produced by the feafons, of which 
; the regulation was in no man's power. 

But the time. Sir, which was unwillingly fpent in the camp, 

was not however loft or mifemployed, for the troops were, by the 

' order of the general, every day exercifed, and inftru£led in the art 

t cf war, fo that what was loft in time, was more than recompeafed 

by the advantage of better difcipline. 

Nor did thefe troops appear an herd fo ignorant and contemptible, 
ts they have been reprefented by malicious invectives and ludicrous 
liefcriptions } there were not indeed among them many grey-headed 
t warriors, nor were their former campaigns and paft exploits the 
I fubjeds of their convcrfation ; but there was not one amongft them 
- who did not appear ready to futfer, in the caufe of his country, ail 
that the moft hardened veteran could undergo, or whofe alacrity 
and eagernefs did not promife perfeverancc in the march, and intre- 
pidity in the battle. 

Their general, Sir, who faw them purfuc their exercifes, decldftd 
^Qff mu^ fc^ WM fiiti^iied wi^h their proficiency , zi^^X^m^^^ vV^\^ 
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j;«ncir:inre ^r.J fxprenlj his cunnJcncc in their courige ; norii 
1 do .bt, hjt (>iir cnt*mios will find, chai ic is notneccfTiry to fend IS 
our moll for.'t'tid.iblv: torccs to humble them, and that the Tomkrf 
Lricjin wi.I L\mp:n.>.tv t::eir want of experience by their courage: 

If I, h:r, have I cen (ir.iw.i a!iJv from the prcfent queftion, ilk 
by foiiMWirvT, perhaps, wiih a:) cxai^ncfs too fcrupulou«, the k^ 
ii'.iurabic r?!:ilem:«n, whcift* proporiti'uis I huvc now Hicwn tobeo^ 
roncniif, anJ wh-^fo reproaches w-.ll, I b.!:cw-e, now appear rate 
the tf!*ccis of dirj;-p:'i:r.menc than of zeal, and therefoic lAak 
ic now ncccfl'ary lo rct-irn to the bnfinefs before U3, the con&le* 
ra:i.Mi of the | rcicnc ciLiliiilhrnent, from which, as ic was approirf 
bv th*: iii:!-:c of M.iribnro-.i;*', ar.J has b^cn defended wi:h very flro^ 
ar:"j:..t.:.*". \y c:\: or" the ntoii e\{:jriwr.ced oficeri of this lioCi I 
cunr.-. : i.iink it f.u's cr ;-ruJe:iC to Jtj^ait. 

Mr. Ci-;f.svii.i E IP )ke next to the following eflfe£l:— Sir, ail 
nolle "-■';'. J :i has I ?.n fj.\vi\'i:!v hi.itjJ at in this debate, to whoa 
mv rvl.tv-v •-» .vj!; i.,: • v.», and wh im, as I Icnow him well, I hive 
the {lr> •»',-. :i .n>.:i.'<.^ ti rcvcr:nc.' ani honour, I cannot forbcirfi* 
gvc, on t!:^ »' T.'li.>:i, an atr^ilation which he wJ! be allowed fcj 
c'cilrvL- b.- .1.1 tlulj w!k.-:n inrerwlt ha& n-Jt bii:iJeJ, and corrnpcioa 

tn t ■ I ■ ' 
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Mr. Ord fpoke next, in Aibftance as follows : — Sir, as I cannot 
ipprove thefcheme now propofed, for augmenting our forces, I ihali 
mdcATOur to fliew why the arguments^ by which it has bitheito been 
iqiported, have failed to convince me, and (hall lay before the houfe 
bme rcafons againft it, to which I {hall expe(3 an anfwer, before I 
■lall think that I can agree to it, without fquanderiog the money 
•f which my conftituents have intrufted me with the difpofal. 

The argument. Sir, with which this motion was introduced, 
which is indeed the ftrongcft that has yet been offered, was, that this 
cftiaiate is le(s expenfive than one that was laid before the houfe in a 
hie reign, and that therefore it could not reafonably be charged with 
cartnvigance. 

Let us now confider this argument with that care which is required 
tj the importance of the queftion, let us enquire what confequences 
will follow from it, and to what previous fuppofitions it mud owe its 



The argument. Sir, evidently (tippofcs that the eftimate in king 
W8Iiam*8 reign was drawn up without any intention to deceive the 
kmfey or to raife money for purpofes different from thofe for which 
it WIS really expended. But if we fuppofe that eflimate to be frau- 
dulently calculated, this may contain the fame fallacies in a lower 
degree, and the only merit that can be claimed by the authors of it, 
will be, that they arc;, not the mofl rapacious plunderers of their 
eoQDtry, that however they may be charged with profuHon of 
publick money, they are yet more modeft than fome of their pre* 
deceffi>rs. 

Bat it is known. Sir, that inking William's reign, very few efti- 
aatcs were honeftly computed; it is known th::t the rotation of 
panies, and fluctuation of meafures, reduced the miniilry to fubfift 
upon artifices, to amufe the fenatc with exorbitant demands, only 
that they might obtain the ncceifary grants, and to pretend ex- 
penccs which never were incurred, that the fup plies which the pub- 
lick affairs really required, might not be with-held ; as fraudulent 
tradefmen fix immoderate prices, that the buyer may make offers pro- 
portionate to their demands. 

The efiimates therefore of that reign are of very little authority, 
tboogh they might fometimes pafs the houfe without cenfurc; for it 
IS to be confidered, that by the frequency of uevi At8C\ovi"s^ ^^ 
pcMicA pMrtoftbemcmbevz were often unacc^uiiDi^^ w^i^^Jcvt^^'^^^^ 
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publick accounts, and that an army was fo little knovn to thii kiB|> 
dom, that the true expcnce of it might eafily be concealed. 

Nor is this, Sir» the only fallacy of this argument ; fur it fuppoia 
likewife, that the nation is no Icfs wealthy than in the time wka 
chat compuiaiion was offered, with which this is fo irtumphaMlf 
compared. For every man knows that publick as well as pcitia 
cxpcnces are to be proportioned to the revenue by which iheyai 
fupplied, and that the charges which arc eafily fupponed at oociiaih 
0uy threaten ruin at another. 

But unhappily. Sir, it is evident, thar, flnce the days of that Cm^ 
feign, the nation has been exhauflcd by a long and wafteful ««t 
and fince, by a peace equally dellruAIvc, it is cmbarraflcd with m 
enormous debt, and intan<;led in treaties, of whicii the fupport mif 
call every day fur new cxpcnces; it has fufFcred fince that tiaci 
thoufanil luii'es, but gained no advantage, and yet the expeoecsof 
that time are mentioned as an 'jxami^Ic tu be compared with ihofa 
which arcprupofcd in thi*. 

The diKl-:or.cc of the conditi«>n of th;r Uritilh nation at thoTe twa 
periods of t.mc. Sir, is not I* f5*i)i.in that cf the flreiigth of the Cmm 
man in the vigour of ycLth arc lin hiji«li;y of old age, in the 
fliifh of health j;ui (he lan^tior of diUafc, (.f the fan;e man newly 
lii'cii from rcf^ aiiJ plcntv, 'Jr.d dehilitatci wit!i iiun/cr and iMi-^K, 

To make fu\.h a (.oniparifun, !nr, b. : .ivs at leaft a very ciimiAil 
inrcnribilitv of th? publick mil.-rv, i: it iviv nut b^- char::cJ «i:k 
greater m..!i|^n!:y. 1 lf::o'A* no. v.h- thrr lUoL- whu (hali hear ci 
l^.i, Jcba'.c» mar n^ t i.*- lu.. I'j.h rjH.cVos.s r..:!icr to crucl:v ihaa 
rcjligencc, Miid .ma inc tl.a: thrill* whi» llj'janJcr ih;: trc^lu.'C c! the 
nutmn, C'ke plcafirc :n rq'^^ici.-i:^' :hit }iu\ci(y whit.!. Ci.eir c%is« 
fcls produc:*, ^::J i:iJu'.x i*^^*' ^^^-^ vaniiy by co'itcmplating ibt 
calamities fr» m whi h :hcv ^rc iiir:Titi'!v*> iViuic, ar.J to wrh.c.i tbey 
are iiiJebicJ f^r i'lMVjrtuuje* i-f ivrr*. »;:i:.: ili.ir ovm f*.iSa.iC!. ir.i 
gratifving i^cir aTi'l».:i #n. Ic jj i-.iJt:i:, tlat ..:: clti;u[L- wr.u.n re- 
quires leS ti.an (hat u!iuh has been mrr.t.ciieJ, nuv x-.'tcx^cl mat 
Chan the ratti»n can row raifc, wi:'..cat U'A.r \ !.»<» iv.i: nuDijvCii- 
envies to b: c ■n-.icr.Jatej bv tlv .- ' ai.:j'"'s wi-.ich c^n W cx.icCM 
from our new iorccs. Nu: h it tu::-.. ia luw m i: iov.cr tli.n :ho.'< 
of former (iirics ^ for a» it o*jj|^ht to Ic ti.ccaiei: (ij- -v.c.r.nKOC 
CO prclcr\e the Cifc arJ hap; iricfn U Ac j^cj.Ic, it (♦. *j' ! be «- 
d in propurtijn iuu:c J..T.inuL.v!i J ihw iu'.ic:.^! iVCAlLti. 

Tto 
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The right honourable gentleman confefTes, Sir, that frugality is a 
virtue, and his argument fuppofes that to contraA expences is an ar* 
gimnent of prudent mearures ; why then is he afraid of carrying virtue 
10 1 greater height, of making the burthen ftill more light, and pre- 
fccring the cheapeft efiimate that can be propofed, when it is afTcrted 
hj thofe whofe authority is moft worthy of regard, that it wiH 
(roduce no weaknefs in our troops^ nor give our enemies any fu- 
periority 7 

I do not pretend any other (kill in military affairs, than may be 
gained by cafual converfation with foldiers, and by a curfory ob« 
Ar?ation of daily occurrences ; but I fpeak with greater confidence on 
diu occafion, becaufe I do not think any other qualifications necef« 
Suj for the determination of this queftion, than a habit of juft rea- 
fiming and freedom from the prejudices of intere((. 

Every man knows. Sir, without a military education, that it is im- 
prudent topurchafe any thing at a greater price which may be pro- 
cured at a lefs, and that when the fame fum will buy two things, 
of which one is evidently preferable t^ the other, the beft ought to be 
chofen. 

If the application of either of thefe two pofitions will decide this 
CODtroverfy, there will be no need of recurring to experience, of 
citing the authority of foreign commanders, of comparing the a£)ions 
of the German and Britifh generals, or of enquiring how battles have 
been loft, or to what vidories are to be afcribed. 

It is evident. Sir, that the fchemc now propofed, is twice ascoftly 
as that which is recommended in oppofition to it, and therefore, un* 
kis it will produce twice the advantage, it muft be acknowledged to 
be imprudently chofen. The advantage in war, is to be rated by 
comparing the ilrength of different numbers in different circum- 
ftinces, and enquiring what degree of fu periority will be found. 

If we fuppofe. Sir, two bodies of men equally armed and di- 
fcipUned oppofed to each other without any advantage of Htuation, 
We muft conceive that neither party could be conquered, that the ba* 
lance of the day muft remain equal, and that the conteft would con- 
tinue undecided. 

It cannot be objefle J to this fuppofition. Sir, that no fuch event is 
recorded in hiftory, becaufe in war many caufes really slQ. which can- 
30t be eftimated ; one army may confifl of foldiers more courageous, 
uid more confident in the Juftice of thtir caufe *, unf oittc^iv ^^^v^^'ca^ 
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may operate, orJcrs mav be miftakcn, or leaden may be miflnfrr 
bjt ail thcfe cnnfidcrations are to be fez aUde in fj^ecuLuoiiy be 
thcv rr.zy equally be alleged on either part. 

Twobjjiei ( f men. Sir, equally numerous, beins: ihere'cre 
pofcd eqiJ^ ic is to bj enqiirird h^.VLi'.hcr m^y be I'upcrior t 
other. It is pro/ofcJ en c*rc part to prcijce this effeci bv dm 
ihe nurr.bcr o\ ctficcrs ra'her than increaiing that of the ro!*:::r 
thcothtr to Joi.h!. the To; Jicrs u'.Jcr the (jimc uficers, ti«e esi 
bf in * (he fame of both met ho J s. 

When two arniics moJeiled acccrdinr t^. tl-.cic ilifft-rrni Teh 
enter the S'lel !, what event cun Lj cx^.^tLii ? Ki:h.:r fue tboi 
tnia wiih z J.r.;'!s? r.-j.r.V.r u: uf":c: , ::;^i! b t ;:.il d* trn ihoi 
diiurcnc!'. rs.'j»j!.itcJ, or :';.c ;*ii. :.Jk lia. ;i i i ii.i.fj for ..ii.:iAr 
the •..7c:: ir..-r. i*" r«...I v.;'ut, ..i;d r:i3 cl;w».^."i *.; ivo mcilic^di ec 
rxi^nG". r :i: .: which :s Ljlt .:":.>.:w:«-'i . 

i niSf ^,r, It i.iC 1. .!w' ii* w.c »■ . ".i. :• .■' .w .'vi iTC 'j*, o'jr pr 
dc:\ikncv in not of r «..: ' i.: :• ^ :.. ■ , .i.i ' 'ac ;:.:•, ^r' .:&-:.::» 

fj.'tii men rr - :la:c.I l.^c : ^ • .s -i t .• '•, a: :*;; !.»::.;: ex-ro 
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nor do I fet what remains to the decirion of it, but that thofe gentle- 
men who have been acquainted with military operations, inform us, 
what degree of fuperiority is conferred by any aflignable number of of- 
ficers ; that we may compare their fervicc with the price, and dil- 
ccnrer whether the fame money will not purchafe greater advantages. 

The experience of the late war may evince, Sir, that thofc troops 
which have the greateft number of officers are not alw;iys vidorious ; 
ibr our eftablifliment never admitted the fame, or nearly the fan^e 
number with that of the French our enemies ; neverthclefs we ftili 
boaft of our vidories ; nor is it certain that we might not have been 
equally fuccefsful, though the number of our officers had been yet 
lefs. 

Foreigners, Sir, are very far from difcovering the defefi of their 
own AabliQiment, or imagining that they flir>uIJ bccom-: more for- 
midable by Imitating our methods. When I travelled, I took op- 
portunitiesof convcrfin^ wiih the generals of thofc nations which are 
moft famous for the valour of their troop';, and waj informed by 
' fbem, that they thought a multitude of officers by no means ufeful, 
and chat they were fo far from defiring to fee their own regulation 
ch-inged, that they (hould make no fcruple of recommending it to 
6ther nations, who in their opinion fquandercd their treafure upon 
ttfelefs commiffions, and increafed the calamities of war by unnecef- 
lary burthens. 

I hope no man will think it fufficient to reply to thefe arguments 
with general affertions, or will deny the neceffity of frugality, and 
tktol the opulence of the nation, the extent of our commerce, and 
the happineffc of our condition. Such indeed. Sir, is the method of 
argumentation made ufeof by the hireling fcribblcrs of the court, wbo^ 
becaufe they feel none of the publick calamities, reprefent all com- 
plaints as criminal murmurs, and charge thofe with fedition who pe- 
tition only for relief. Wretches like thefe would celebrate our Vtd)o- 
ries, though our country fhould be over-run by an invader, would 
praife the lenity of any government by which themfelves (hould be 
fpared, and would boaft of the happinefs of plenty, when half the 
people (hould be languiQiing with famine. 

I do not fuppofe. Sir, that the defpicable fophiftry of proflitutes 
like thefe has any efFedl here, nor fiiould I have thought them wor- 
thy of the leaft notice, had it not been proper to enquire, whether 
Cbofe may not be juftly fufpeclcd of fomt inclination to deceive, even 
Vol. I. Q ^^ 
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in this ifi'.ii.b'y, by whom the mon pfoCigate of mankind arc cpcej 
paid fur the (uunmi^ation of lai(l)ojd, and the patronage of 
lupiioii. 

It 19 iiid'.cJ., oir, artf.:!, in thofj who arc djily im pal ring ojik> 
no;:r and i:.J:itiiCC, to ci.Jv..iv -»:.r to conceal fiom che people ihei 
o w n wt .ik :: c :>, t h .:t wt « k n i T w h ii h is fo wtl 1 k r.uvvn i n ion ■ i 
countries, t!ut fvcry na;i'Mi i> rucjura^cJ lu ii;fu!t us, an: :; 
which it n\'»y rc.-ifv:..My be imaj^ir.td that new cncmici w.i! =c a 
fhort tln^i: be laifL-i. 

The late chanj.C3 in our nii'it.irv rcrr^Jjtirjp.s h.ivc iiiircd !acm 
a-.vay .ill ih'j terror of oir ai.iij ; tiKrll- tronp* arc now no loarr 
d C.I !cJ, by which ilic lilvuii.^ if Kurrjc were reentered, ar.i ;!e 
trench rcJuLtd tJ :ib..:u.jn their rci.im.s uf u i\jif.:! empire, It 
the defence of ih.ir own coiiiw:^', b.c.iufc thcotriCLr^ bv wh<Kn :hrr 
wc:c fiirriurly coiivij :Ij;1 to g^^.y ^r.d t.'* \iJ) t;. , arc now Jifir. Uci, 
n-.d mc:i aJvauLcd to tli^ir yoils^ wi:o u:j ne.ih^r fcarci! c^r 

Wh- n :!m' (l-.i*:': of .\rj\Ie wms l.itc!y deprive I of his comiirJ, 
x". c ^,.i:v..r!- c \i\\ ii.: eoi.rcj! the;r fit: fa»:lIon ; thi-y betSoAxi, 
J. .w.-. -T i:f. .'. .!!:.» •!• , I L- fi..'!:vit p.in.'.'\ li..- iji> :i h.s bra\c:v lai 
cr'i'.'J"', l\ riwii'^; tij.i: liv.' v.a- til'.* o:.!y r.ri'oji i»i w]\. m rlifv »rt 
u : id. N 1 V. . ! I 1 1' I : .: . . * - I h i" I i » ; ^ ' ■ ^i • . . ■ k . r I . l ■ c \ * . • : a : i n ; v: 
* V [ t::i il v..i' .! * !..:. !, t:..i: :\.j ::.i:! ;\ w.i-- n w ! .../:.c:. :h-: . • 
I J..." iVJ w.ir 'A..* .:. Lr.iij.', •*; i:i..: ;.'iu- Cv.*.:! : I*.- l.i 
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mcd gentleman who fpoke lad, mufl be acknowledged to have 
covered a very fpecious method of reafoning, and to have carried * 
enquiry as far as fpeculation without experience can hope to pro- 
id, but has in my opinion admitted a falfe principle, by which all' 
argument has been perplexed. 

tie fuppofes that the advantages mud be always in proportion to 
: money expended in procuring them, and that therefore if five 
mfand men, raifed at any given coft, will be equal to five thoufand, 
:y ought, if they arc regulated according to an eftabliihmcnt of 
jble the charge, to be able to encolintcr ten thoufand. 
But in this fuppofition. Sir, he forgets that the poffibility of lofs 
:o be thrown into the balance againfl the advantage of the cxpence 
cd, and that though the ftrengrh of the troops be no? cncreafcd 
proportion to the encreafe of the coft, yet the additional fecurity 
linft a great lofs may juftly entitle the mod expcnfivc regulation to 
preference. 

Suppofe five thoufand men to be brought into the field againft fix 
lufand, if they can by multiplying their officers at a double ex- 
icc be enabled to engage fucccfsfully a body fupcrior in number 
only a fixth part, the nation may be juftly faid to gain all that 
uld have been loft by fuiFering a defeat. 

That we ought not to chufe a worfe method when we can difcover a 
ler, is indifputably true, but which method is worfe or better, 

I be difcovercd only by experience. The laft war has taught us. 
It our troops in their prefcnt cflabli(hment arc fuperior to the forces 
France, but how much they might fufFer by any alteration it is not 
(Eble to forcfec. 

Succefs IS gained by courage, and courage is produced by an opi- 
^n of fuperiorsty ; and it may eafily be imagined, that our foldiers, 
lo judge of their own ftrength only by experience, imagine their own 
ablifhment and difcipline advanced to the higheft pcrfcdlion; nor 
>uld they expeS any other confequcnces from an alteration of it, 
t weaknefs and defeats. It is therefore dangerous to change the 
3del of our forces, becaufe it Is dangerous to deprefs the fpirit of 
If foldiers. 
Though It is confeflcd. Sir, that the French, whofe officers are 

II more numerous, have been conquered by out iioo^s^ \\ tcvM^ \^^ 
lewife :k!leged, rhMt they had yielded us far e^&cr v\&aT\c^\i^^ v\v^\t 
zen heca wzmipgi for to them are thty i£\deV>icA tot \>^^vt cotv- 
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i uefls where-evcr they have been ruccersful, and for their refifbncc 
wherc-ever they hive been with difficulty defeated ; their foldiers area 
fpiritlef:* herd, and weie they not invigorated by the example d 
their leaders, and retrained by the fear of inftani pun.Quneat, 
would fly at the ap^Tuach of any enemy, without waiting for be 
attack. 

I cannot therefore. Sir, but be of opinion, that the necct'Sty of 
a I'irge number of officers may be Icarncil even from the behaviour cf 
thofe troops which hjve b:-en unfucccf»ful, fincc it i$ certain, th*: 
though they have been often overcome, they have generally reUfud 
with ^reat flradinefs, and retired with great order. 

If thof;; who are only fpcculaiive warriors (hall imagine that ibc'r 
arguments are not confuted, 1 can cnly repeat what I declared wh» 
I fird dtie.npted to Jciiver my fcniiments in this debate, that 1 «io 
not pretend to be very fkilful in the arcs of diiputatiop. 1, «h3 
ctjiin no uchcr title than that of an old iMdicr, cannot hope to pre- 
v.iil much by my oratory ^ it i5 enough for me that I am conUcat 
fif cnnfuiing thofc argumcni5 in the held, which I oppo;'e in the 
fen.ite. 

Mr. FlX rpoke next in this manner: — Sir, I am far f;om think- 
in i» ihni ill is II uc"^ on has rrcn hiihrrto hiilv cxrU:i.ai bv thofc «ho 
l'.a\c c.ihrr c'»« li .'cru! i: o;'y .'^ .1 Jtipuic rfSout mcnry, or a 4]jeilt n 
n^jrily fp^'Cila: ■.»: c.iu"crn iv^ il.c pr jpor:.nna b<riwcvn dtR-.rrnt cc- 
j;ri c: ct\.x: . rue, jjk! pr..LMbij::y cr lutcS. in a w. r of ih**»kri 
ex pence i- 'V.o I.:il sriii 1 iW( I: conhJtTurion, anti \v^(.•'e i*\^K::icrce 
nMv )>c Cxi. r..!tcJ, l!:c v\i: iLiftuii-a ul l:r.cu*.a:it}.) ou^ht lo have M 
WO :h*. , 

Tl'.c r: f:\ *, Sir, by wr:!c'] oi:i rru-^^^^ :v. j h-thcrio Ucn rc^u- 
la!'"!, i^ V. ■. II n:\ .» :i \.\ !..pc pi'-J-iici i.iCvCh i»":\oiiJ itur c^pcc- 
ta'.i-ir, t«) h.t\c c\..!t':J \.s tot!:.' ri.'li.:;a!iti:^ of the w<)rIJ^ lu hi\t 
ift'uicd the i :c:..Ii t.> t'l.'.p^r tlit r ihr.a'.-i ct i.iit.n/. j n^>r.i:ch 
ijp«'n i:* intu p •::! rr. f r i^^-vc, iiiJ i- t..i\c tPj* iiii.i J tl;c ^bciiiCl 
cf a!n:^ ft cvcr\ u :: :: • ;' :-'.c wojI.I i!.-: i an ti '. :t:i!t :rcj. 

d»b''', fill!! \'c ch.." ■•', wV.itlvri: f.-i ! Ic i' ■.■ ..j i: .i :.".T.f uScn 

t\\\ -.^ ".v.!*- 1" ■:'!'r;c;r. :■ \.\ ^cn ii l:^).■, a;;ii cx^iv ra:. :•. c.!.:; • :«^:J.c:* 

to iis l?ari .'. r.' ; »^ '.i !i !. ; r ri:.v ::, u iv.:. i! "»..:; I'.i.i Jt 'car*, kca 

/.'-^ /j,'.r .'.'.- Tfr.) ■.':•■ r no oi i'i.a*. V..i\\ iV\ .». *:ivAl;-: '. i!ki:» m the 
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tnd rekindling their extinguiflied ambition ; whether, at Aich a time, 
the regulations of our army (hall be changed to fave, upon the higbeft 
computation, only thirty thoufand pounds, is the prefent queftion. 

On fuch a queftion. Sir, I cannot obferve, without aftoni(hment, 
any man deliberating for a (ingle moment. To fufpend our opinion 
in this cafe, would be to balance our lives, our liberties, our patri- 
monies, and our pofterity, againft thirty thoufand pounds. 

The efieds of our prefent method. Sir, are well known to our- 
fclves, our confederates, our enemies, to every man that has heard 
the name of Blenheim and Ramillies ; the confequences of the 
eftablifbment, now contended for, our moft experienced commanders 
own tbemfelves unable to forefee, and I am far from believing that 
theoretical difquifitions can enable any man to make great difcoveries 
in military affairs. 

Our own inexperience of the method which is fo warmly recom- 
mended, is not the ftrongefl •bjedion to it, though even this ought, 
in my opinion, to reftrain us from trying it at this hazardous con* 
juncture. But flnce arguments, merely negative, may be thought 
over-balanced by the profpedl of faving money, I (hall lay before the 
houfe, what efFtds the want of officers has produced, with regard to 
tho(e nations whofe poverty has laid them under a necefficy of par- 
fimonious eftabli(hments. 

When the Germans were defeated by the French, in the late war, 
I was at the Sardinian court, where the battle was, as it may eafl- 
ly be fuppofed, the reigning fubjeft of converfation, and where 
they did not want opportunities- of informing themfelves minutely 
of all the circumftances which contributed to the event ; it was there. 
Sir, univerfally determined, that the Germans loft the day merely 
for want of officers. 

It was obferved, alfo. Sir, that fome troops, which were once 
courted and feared by all the neighbouring potentates, had loft their 
reputation in later times, of which no reafon could be alleged, but 
that ihey had leflcned the number of their officers ; fuch is the change 
in the model of the Walloons, and fuch is the confequence produ- 
ced by it, 

i am very far. Sir, from thinking, that reafon is not to be con- 
fulted in military operations as in other aflfaus, ^wd^ \i^\^ vvck V^^ 
htUhStha thdjj the learned gentleman who fpoVLtX^^ W^ oyv^^ va- 
clear and dcmjattntivc dcdu&lons -, but in \.\u^ c^w^^\otv^ \^^^'^vw 
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i::':!r" ::.n'm^ t'-. , j':.: r.'.i J . ii. he O'.ly *0 be hiJ to cxpcr;c.-.:r, 
ar.i th?.: auth'-fiirv ui»f :p^' .i:cd by praj'licc, ou^jiii tj hive lio 7::- 

J l>i.;ll T!;?rc'^rf, Sir, n.;:': • ivi enquiry inro ihc ahiliiies of ::: 
p'riiTa!-, hv vvli ..ii :Iii f.- 1^ ;i;i 11. (.|.;:t..^:i5 aic Jjfi'i^.icJ, nor c:4# 
ariV rar.:!!cl ■•::.■..*.'. the ir .. ri •:]. cir rhvir knowIcJ-c. It is i^- 
ti-'Utrr nr' i'.::: t!.' d.-.c !^|.i 'Pi'iinj^ a new A.hfrr.tf, anj ih*: :ic 

tl:-.' i:'.:!.^ if ." !i: ' .r.^;: • , . 1: ! il.c LcC'!'> '*?" ihc laft Wir. 

\. . , ... I 

■ « 

!c:*. o:'p.::*L" tl^-n th<..K.- iIm! h/.vc h^::i :'c:n:c:lv i.r;>-.-J, an J thii 
as :'! c'l '.n^'.» oj/h: t ^ b-* ...^i .^!, th-? m ly be c i;;!- JcicJ ai L.: 

Mr. ;i- A I lie .- Ai r. 1;^ »r.c til ih? Tw.'.u'.'. .:.^: ;•:•;■;.'. — ^:^, i; i 
* - • 
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may hope to exempt bimfclf from his particular fhare, yet the moft 
fanguine are alarmed, and the moft indolent awakened at any dan* 
ger which threatens themfelves, and will exert their utmoft power to 
obviate or efcape it. 

For this reafon, Sir, I have long confidered the publicic funds 
eftabliflied in this nation, as ^a barrier to the government, which 
cannot eafdy be broken : a foreign prince cannot now be placed up- 
on the throne, but in oppoAtion almoft to every wealthy man, who 
having trufted the government with his money, has repoHted a pledge 
of his own fidelity. 

But to this gentleman. Sir, whom I am now anfwering, arguments 
can be of very little importance, becaufe, by his own confcflion, he 
is retained as a mere machine, to fpeak at the dire£lion of another, 
and to utter fentiments which he never conceived, and which his 
hefitation and abrupt concluiion (hews him to admit with very 
little examination. He had not even allowed himfelf time to know 
the opinion which he was to afTert^ or to imprint upon his memory 
tbofe arguments tb which he was to add the fandion of his authority. 
He feems to have boldly promifed to fpeak, and, then to have enquired 
what he was to fay. Yet has this gentleman often declaimed here 
with all the apparent ardour of integrity, and been heard with 
that regard which is only due to virtue and independence. 

Some of his aflertions are fuch, however, as require confutation, 
which is, perhaps, more necefiary Ance he has produced an autho« 
rity for them, which many of thofe who heard him may think of 
much greater weight than his own. He a£5rms, that we can fufFer only 
by an invaAon, and infers from this poAtion, that we need only 
to guard our own coafts. I am of an opinion ycty different, and 
having not yet prevailed upon myfelf to receive notes from any other 
pcrfon, cannot forbear to fpeak what I think, and what the pub- 
lick profperity requires to be generally known. We may furely fuf- 
itx by many other caufes, by the ignorance or treachery, or cowar- 
d.ce of the miniAry, by the negligence of that perfon to whom 
this gentleman was probably indebted for his notes. Wcmay fuf- 
fcr by the lofs of our fugar colonies, which may be juftly valued at 
ten millions. 

Thefc plantations, which afford us almoft all the profitable trade 
that is now left us, have been expofed to the infults of the enemy, 
wkbout any other guard than two (hips, almoft uivlcit to\ fe\>j"\^^* 
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Thcv have been Icfc to the proteAion of chance, with no other fc> 
curicy, at a time when the Spaniards haJ fitted out a fquadroa, n 
infeft an<{ rava>ve our Amrrican dominions. 

The adrr.irjl, who was fcnt into America, was confined fenhni 
a year in tht- ports, without forces, (hips, or amunition, wbidiiil 
n.ipht hi\'c been fen; in a few months, had not pretences of ddhf 
becii l(uJio-jfl/ ir.vrnreJ, had not the preparations been obfroM 
by c!ar.dff!inf e.\pr.hrnts, and had not every man been ticitlyaffvfdt 
thit he fnoul'J iccomcjid himTcIf to his fupcriors, by raifingdificalbE^ 
railicr than hv rrmi.vtn;; ihim. 

Such was the co:idii<:e ct' ihofi*, who now ftand up in the face if 
fhcir country, and, wiih.iwe diffidence or (hamcp boaft of rhcirioi^ 
thrlr afTiduiiy, and their difj^atch » who proclaim with an air if 
trtumjihEnt innocence, th.i( no art or diligence could have been aoit 
eic;M-diti-^us, and th^r the cmbaikaiiun was only impeded by tk 
lea: on "i and thi- winJ!. 

\\ it!i afllicions cq'jally intrepid, and arguments equally contcvp- 
tiblf, has the dn'.r porfsj;), who boafted his expedition, endeavovrd 
fo dcf'e.iJ th; ci:.'.b!ilh:r.ent nf new regiments, in oppofition to tbc 
pra^iLL- ('f foriirM iwi':.ns, and to the c^pinion of the grratcft {C- 
jural a'lion^ u> \ mvK to Tic.v how little he fears confutation, hn 
icccmii.c::.:vd hi> fi" heme on account nf its frugality. 

ft is n>t to be Wdiidered, Sir, that fuch an orator fhoulJ undertake 
10 dctcr.d the m J \ oi the troops fent to America, that he fto«U 
|:rcfer Ki\*» lu v\;tr.:ns, and affert the pioprit-ty of ititrufling Pc« 
levies Vi iin?xr»criw:iL'ed comiianiicrs ; fjr he ha* pi\en us in t*4 
d'. :-.i:l- ijcn proofs of controvcrfi..} courage, that nothing car. he 
iH)W i.rj«i:ira l^^o ardu'ius for him to atrrmpT. 

II. . :\f n 'rh, S r, is indeed nnt ccjiial to h* fpirif, and he is frt- 
€]j ■: :ly :Miiiii"Ci. ?j! in h s moil v^^rffUi cffurr?, hiit it n'.iift bcco-- 
leli'.d that hi- i* j:ii!- rally overborne only by tKc U'uc -f cruih, b« a 
jower wnkii r w can rcfi:! i'> rcfulutclv as h.M.l-l?', ^nd whith there- 
flu- , th-ju^;*: it fT.alts i:»i imprrfTioa ii\^n:\ him, pcvjili ujKin olhc i 
SO Iravr run • rvetsni" aV.ne sn-.h.* ilnviAaritin of hi^ ^'uliiions. 

1 J»r -^ :•/'., .^.', Mf ih If T-.M?; j.i;^:s, whi wrie JidvarvrvS 

*.i»';. I > t. r r. ::; .. , wi!I l' | r-.^Jj.jj by I., n w.;*l uc cficw^, be. 

C •!♦(.- I in- I .iTr* jf. i'v no nicjni |vi»j}!tl. 'I t^\ wtrc not HiVcRcii 

•r//A ff»r. ; J n I r t y hud fnrnt (oa*.r vr-ve V. \V.c \«\\\:.t, \t^'J es- 

A'^JuJj r^^K t; :;i-,;r cj*ra;;c ai\i \\v.ii c*V\c\v; \ JLVv4\\c^Tvti^V^ 



Jl. 1740.3 NtW-RAlSED iCEN. 89 

ANibied, but feme men may difcover at fevcnteen more merirt thaa 
tthers in the full ftren^th of manhood. 

Bur, Sir, thtre is another coniideration of more importance^ 
%hich will annihilate the parallel, and deftroy the argument founded 
■poa ir. Ac the time in which thcfe perfonj were preferred, the 
■ttioo had but newly feen an army, and had therefore very few old 
«ficers whofe experience could be trufted, or whofe (crvices required 
m be rewarded, the minifters were obliged to {c\c£t thofe, who^, 
though they did not uoderfland the miliury fciencet, were likely to 
anain them in a (bort time, and the event has fufficiently proved, 
that in the choice no greater regard was paid to interell than to judg- 
ment. 

it was prudent likewife. Sir, to chafe young perfons, fuppofing 
their abilities equal with thofe of others, bec^ufe the nation was 
likely :o polTefs them longer, and would not be reduced by an in- 
terval of peace to make war again with raw forces under the direc- 
tion of ignorant commanders. 

But this provifion, however reafonable, the wifdom of this mt« 
niftry has found means to defeat, by detaining at home the <iifci- 
pi incd troops, and depriving the mod experienced generals of their 
commands, at a time when they are moft neceflary, at a time when 
the whole world is in arms, when the ambition of France is 
icvivicg its claims, and the Spaniards are preparing to invade our 
^ooics^ 

Hut, Sir, though our generals are difcarded, we are fufficiently 
informed, tbat it is not becaufe we are imagined to be in a (lite of 
lafety ; for the encreafe uf our army betrays our fear, of which, 
whether it uill be difpelled or eiicrcafed by fuch me^fures, it is not 
difficult to determine. 

An army thus numerous, Sir, is, in the opinion of every honcfl 
Eriton, of e\'cry oian thai reveres the conl^itulion, or iqvc:> h;s 
liberty, an evil more to bo dreaded, than any from which we 
can be defended by it. The moii unp"pu!ar ad of the mod unpo- 
pular of our monarchs, uas the ctlubiiihment of a ftanding army, 
nor do I know any thing to be feared from the exaltation o; tiiz 
dreadful pretender to the throne, but tbat he uill govern the naucn 
with an armed force. 

if our treops con:inuc to be cricrcafeJ, wVkkV\ we m^N \^'^^:^\\2^'^ 
Lfpcct^ Hp'Sc, if sr^uQ2s:nu like ihcfc be AdmiU^d, ^itx^wc^"^ "^^^^ 
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It is rrrquentf Sir, among gentlemen to miftake the aoM 
the taxes which are Inid upon the nation, by paffing over ii 
cftimatcs all thofc which are not pjid i in mediately out of the 
rents of their lands, and imagining that they are in nodep 
terefled in the impofls upon manufadures or other corooK 
Thrydonot confider that whenever they purchafe any thing of 
the price is enhanced by duties, ihofc duties are levied uponthei 
that there i^ nodittercnce between paving ten (hillings a year i 
taxes, aiiJ paying five (hilhngs in land taxes, and five iLill 
msnufjflurers to be p.iiJ by them to the government. 

It would be in reality equally rational for a man to pleafel 
with hi» frugality, by dircclin^ ha!f his expences to be paid 
ilcwarJ, and the event is I'uch as might be cxpciiled from fuel 
ihod of oecpnomv; for, as the iK-ward might probably bring 
accounts, the tradcfman commonly adds two pence lo the f 
his goods for every penny which is laid on them by the ^ovcri 
as it is ealy to Oicw, par;icu!arly in the prices of thofc two gi 
ccflaries oi lite, candles and leather. 

Now« Sir, let any ueniJenian add to the land tax the dutie 
from the malt, candles, U\i^ foap, leather, diitiiled liquoi 
other commodities ufed in hi» houfc \ let him add the cx->ci 
travelling lo fir as they are increafcd by th? burthen Lid up 
keepers, and the extortions of the tradcirncn which the cxcii 
cccafioncJ, an J he will eafily a;>rec with me that he pavs mc 
two thirds of his eflate for the fupport of the government. 

It cannot therefore be doubted that it is now neceliarv to 
O'lr career I. f expences, and to enr,uiit.' Ijow much Ii^n^er tnis 
oi' impi>(t} rin poflibly be fupportcJ. Ir ha5 aheaJv^ > r, d; 
«'iir commi'rrr, and (ucr^orne <iur ma:iu)actiirc«, anJ if it W 
itiale*!, if jhcre he no hope of icrin^ it alleviated, evcrv u, 
u:,l ic.k 1 Ml Mcr ^t'vcrr.nicnt, and cnlift hiinfclf ^mon^iil &j\ 
have ma'.teis mure wile or more compailionarc. 

We ouj;ht tnconiiJcr, S*r, whcthe; I'lmc nf ntir pretVnt e> 
jTi- not lui^eifljous or dctriiucntj!, wh.'tiicr m^::v it i.j; t £ 
nut mcrcl) |*cii:ioiu ui:hout empioymcni, an J wh.t^cr m.ilr.f 
not receive falarics, who Icrvc the government oh)v I'v tvc.r 
and tAc.r mtrs. Such ollivC^, i: they arc ?ound, c>u^lit tivmi 
to be aUji.ih:J, a:.j ;uv.. Zaiarto >a K4:.::av*::, b\ nh.vh a luih 
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sftabliflied for maintaining the war, and afferwardi for the 
of our debts. 

It now, Sir, in my opinion, a queftion whether we (hall cbuft 
it or the cheapeft method of encreafing our forcei, for it 

me not poflible to fupply any new expencei. New croopi 
iire more money to raife and to pay them, and more money 
f be obtained by new taxes ; but what now remains to be 
T what tax can be encreafed i The only refource left us is a 
and whether that will fucceed is likewife a lottery | but 
oily and credulity fliould once more operate according to our 
the nation is in the mean time impoverilhed, and at laft lot* 
ift certainly fail like other expedients. When the publick% 
I entirely exbaufted, artifice and violence will be equally vain, 
ugh the troops may poflibly be raifed according to the efti« 
know not how we fliall pay them, or from what fund, yet 
aged, the officers who will be entailed upon us, can hope 
e their half pay. 

y part, Sir, 1 think the queftion fo eafy to be decided, that 
oniflied to fee it the fubje&of a debate, and imagine that the 
rfy might be ended only by aflcingthe gentleman, on whofe 
ill his party appear t6 rely, without any knowledge or con- 
f their own, whether, if he were to defend a nation from its 

and could procure only a fmall fum for the war, he woul^ 
si his forces by the cheapeft method. 
LOPBR then fpoke thus'.-^Sir, I cannot without the higheft 
on obferve any advances made in ufeful knowledge, by 
»w fubjc£ts, as the glory of fuch attainments muft add to 
tation of the kingdom which gives rife to fuch elevated 

ratisf«i£lion I have received from the obfervations of the right 
^le member, whofe accurate computations cannot but pro« 
at improvements of the do£lrine of arithmetic ; nor can I 
:o/olicit him for the fake of the publick, to take into his con- 
n the prcfent methods of traffick ufed by our merchants, and 
out fome more commodious method of ftating theaccompts 
thofc two contending parties debtor and creditor. This he 
Dubtlefs execute with great reputation, who has proved from 
of our taxes, that new forces require new funds, and that 
ds cannot be eftablilhed without a lottery. 
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I am inJe?d inclinsrf to differ from h:m in the lad of hl« tx'fti 
anilbc'ievc the nation no: yet tj much exhaufled buc that if 1 
evilly bear the expence of the war, 2nd fhall therefore vore for 
cttabl:(hmcnt of our troops which will be moft likely to pr^JT 
cfi, without the ieaft apprehenHon of being ccnl'urcJ erthrr Vi 
prefentage, or by pofterity, as amachir.eof the miniitry, or as 
prtfTor of my country. 

General Wade (poke again thus:— Sir, fmce the rl^ht har 
able member has been pleafed to infmuate, tria: by anft*-erire a| 
4{ue(lion 1 may put an end to the debate, I am wiiimj to ^ 
proof of my dciire to promote unaniniry in oar counteU> ani c.^ 
in our airairs, by com plying with h:s prcipcA'A, 

Jf I were ubiigcd with a uwaA \\:m to i^ii'e an army fi r the i!d 
of a kin^'dcm, 1 Ibould und-iubtedly pr;tcced with the utcn.'ifl 
l^ality ; but this noble peifoji*s ii!c.{s of triir*,ality woul J refhij 
very di:Fcrcn: Ir^m mine; he Wi'^ii'd think ihoft-rxp'w'nccs fjpe:€: 
WMi..h tome woi:!J r.c::i iriJirHn:'.:' !>■ i» c-irir-. , ?r\\ rhov;! 
fhcicij bofh intend tl.c ric!Vrv:iiii>:i . t iS.c ojiit: v, we fh^^ulc 
V ide for i f s lee uri c v b v J . frVrc p t r.-.e: Ii o J 1 . 

■ ■ 

He wdvIJ cm'iL.v the rror. v in 1 jch a rranncr a- ni h: rf 
thf* rr*'.«ri.St number* ; I fh'^.;!J w.^'kc mv :'itl rn-jui'v .-'• ? •' r 
ffCilsiil ofTucrs, :,n,l fh 'u!d im.VTinu i?i);L.f r^* fl '.iv rr: . :i !-':• 
the nalJ j::, ihit cp.trullvJ mc wiih its uLferr.e, to j r'.c\i: j :• . r i 
ar. ■, ih : .ha! a I: -''i ;?'ce. 

it IS r-i't cafv Un p.-rfoii* v.'.u- h.:vc ne\rr fi'ci n ''iTtV rr : 
tk' .I'-.-icr miy *.c ;hcT ::a:'.:r:!! .•.:*:! !T:v^, f»r h'-w/vr r • f:-.!:* 
tci.'.'V :.:'d cj:i:c.T.pIa:i'»r', :;♦ Lr»:'.,.ri\e *''.i: af. ..rTT-r 1 t J .. , 
**ni rr uLiri'V, wh *.h i> hicS, :!■..: .1 t,';».-.l! tv,?- c* ■.••■rjnt 
^lil *irivc h : .;r i[u*r:i ni«.::i :ii. .•■ t: n.i.i, ^clip' i.j«».i"y boV 
TcUAu:c w.ili rV-iTilvIv'.*', if th-v a-r tin.i ■.-•• rM'.-J w::*i iJ.r ju 
\v.ir, jr..l '.n.iruvij.'d wilh Ici*!i:> t • »!i e.t :hj r n; ♦•: »» -. 

I (h ".II ihcrt :i.rc, in l c caSc \\*i. h hr h -« »"' !U» •!» •', pref 
fv n if./ r inun.! t:«, . :*J raihci cr'tri »h*r I'.rl.J wj'h .1 ;r.v ir-^^pi 
«o%i-r:.c.! -n ! w !l ir':tr i^l ^ii «^ m wi:h .1 r'.:. u'.- ! 1.. :': :».«tf« 
a^'c-jitntcJ M- It !ii'ir fli::v. hitjI !e to C'>::(!t.ct t^^e::i •. S ^, ar.J 
ou> iTv^j t'> c'^:^ i.,, t th m. 

Mr. Vinfh In V*- i\c\i :r» the tn'! ••v-p-.- cT"'^ -- Si', I 2-^ 
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icnution of the army, than to enquire, whether it (hall be made 
f one method or anotiier. 

Every addition to our troops I confider as fome approach towards 
ic eftabilxhrnent of arbitrary power, as h is an zuienation ci p^rt of 
ic B:itl(h people, by which they are deprived of tine benefits of the 
^nilitution, and fubjecled to rigorous laws, from which every other 
Kliiidual is exempt. 

The principal of thefe laws, which all the reft arc intended to in- 
»rce, requires from every foldier an unlimited and abfolute obediente 
d the commands of his officers, who hold their commiifion, and ex« 
e£l advancement by the fame compliance with the orders of the 
^iftrv. 

The danger of adding to the number of men, thus feparated from 
beir fellow fubjecls, and directed by the arbitrary determinations of 
beir officers, has been often explained with great ftreogth and per- 
picuity; nor (hould I have taken this occafion of recalling it to the 
mention of the houfe, but that I think it a confideraiion, to which, 
B all debates on the army, the firft regard ought to be paid. 

Coionel MoRDAUNT fpoke to the purpofc following : — Sir, the 
)!bjc£lion which the honourable gentleman has raifed, will be mod: 
fifily removed, by confidering the words of the ac> by vrhich the 
D:!iiary authority is eftabliCied, where it is by no means declared, 
hat either officers or foldiers arc obliged indifcriminately to obey all 
he orders which they Ihail receive, but that they (hall, on pain of 
he punifkments there enacted, obey all the lawful ciders of their 
rommandcrs. 

The obedience therefore, Sir, required from a foldier, is an obe- 
lience according to law, like that of any other I>ricon, unlcfsitcan 
>e imagined that the word /anful is in that place without a meaning. 
^or docs his condition differ from that of his fellow fubjetfls by an 
:xemption fiom any law, but by a greater njmbcr of dutie>, and 
Iricier (obligations to the performance of them; and I am not able to 
rcnceive how our confticution can be endangered by augmcnring an 
irmy, which, as it can only acl in conformity to it, can a^ only in 
2cfcnce of it. 

The queftion at laft was put, that the new-raifcd troops be incor- 
porated into the Handing corps, but it pafled in the ne^auvc 
232 Co i66. 



v\o\:^^ 



E B A T C O If [^^^5k 



I 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 

DiCimbtr 9, 1740* 

t>EtATE OK TAKING THE STATE OF THE ARMY IKTO COff* 

SIDERATIOK. 

The DricE of ArcTls xok firft, and Tpoke to the fo!Iovb( 
tScSt :^My Ixirds, asihe prefent (ituation of our affairs may rcqairt 
aa augmcniarion of our forces, and as <bc fuccefi of our arms, aal 
the prcfcrrvacion of our libcnics, may equnlly drprnd upon the 
manner in which the new forces (hall be raire*J, there is, in vrf 
•pinion, no qurillon more worthy the attention of this auguA ailcs- 
bly, than what may be the moft proper method of irc.-e jfing our anrt. 

On this qijcHiun, my Ixirds, I fliall nfTcr my own fcntimetiti wkI 
(renter confidence, as there are few men who have hid more op p eet s * 
nities o:' being acquainted with i: in i:s wh'V exrent, as I have T;^ 
f^rear psrt of my life \n the fie! J an J in the c.imp. I c.immaoici 
a re;:im(-Pt nrdrr kin^ William, and h.ve Ijng bicn cither t^c fii^ 
rr jln^of! the i'r*' mjn in the .uir.v. 

1 h'»r»r, n?v I.nrls it ui:I be jilmvcJ w::h'>iit d Scu1:v, ihail 
havvT .:t I( .if! hf en eJiii'J?cJ indie lu*il kh'K*! i<t iv.ir, anJ that 00- 
rhir: : !>•;: riiv.ir.i! .njapa.ity can \\i\c h.'J.rcJ rre from makir;^ f.fff 
u'ef.il chr-Tv.iTiu:'.5 tipon iJie di.c'ipliix .'.nd ^^>ernmcnt ^i aimUi 
an«! thi- aJ«j*M.i^*e3 arfJ i.uuiivt-n.rr.cc!! o! ihr various (lani uppa 
mJ-.l h 0:'*-: r.a'i r.$ rr j-iljtc ihi. r f -rvcs. 

I h.i\ • .l^^Jv* riij '.Ta re- 1, r:iv L -Js th.t it is nccefLrv, in ttf 
pfefr !it i*u K' i»: t?H- lie- hS*fUr ill.; countries, t^> keep up a boJy nfrcci- 
lar tri' p'« t!:a; we n: iv :}ot ue ! !> ublc to JciCiid uuiiclies, t ar. c«C 
cnrm r» to atr •■ k :j*. 

It -f u-lM 1C11UV. n, mv I.orJi, that fl.ifei miifl fccure themicNft 
by difT rrrt nu-.<n^. a-* thi.v arc threatened b\ dai?^ i» of di^orrt 
ki;?i?^ : p-^'.y r?; :f! V« n.>p»»r;d bv \\J\ cv, a 11 J luicc by fwicr j c<vf 
fl»-rf» muil br in. -ta^ ! vh n our nci^'h^-u'jrs jji(»\v :i>rmiJ^b!c N 
their nivj! r»v.v.*r, ai^ I .t-ni-i ni .tl l-e mi:i:rjii.rJ at a tirrc i^ 
ffbis, in wV'ch c.cry p fn 'e liii the cjntiiicnt cltimato his greatoci 
fy rhc n:tTi j.r 9*t h ^ 1: o,-:. 
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nty of the nation, b to be To regulated, that it may produce ihe 
end for which it is cftabliflied j that it may be ufeful without dan- 
gcr, and protcft the people without opprefling them. 

To this purpofe, my Lords, it is indifpenfably ucceflary, that the 
military fubordination be inviolably prefcrvcd, and that difcipline be 
difcreetly exercifed without any partial indulgence, or malicious 
^verities ; that every man be promoted according to his defert, 
•nd that military merit alone give any pretentions to military pre- 
ferment. 

To make the army yet more ufeful, it ought to be under the fole 
Ccmimand of one man, exalted to the important truft by his known 
&ili, courage, juftice, and fidelity, and uncontfoulcd in the ad« 
SHiiii&ration of his province by any other authority, a man enabled 
by his experience to diftinguiQi the dcferving, and invefted with power 
to reward them* 

Thus, my Lords, ought an army to be regulated, to which the 
defience of a nation is intruded, nor can any other fchcme be formed 
^bich will not expofe the publick to dangers more formidable than 
nvolutions or invafions^ And yet, my Lords, how widely thofe 
who have aflumed the direction of affairs have deviated from this 
method Is well known. It is known equally to the higheft and 
meaneft officers, that thofe who have mod opportunities of ob- 
lerviog military merit, have no power of rewarding it ; and, there- 
fore, every man endeavours to obtain other recommendations than 
thofe of his fuperiors in the army, and to diftingulHi himfclf by 
other fervices than attention to his duty, and obedience to his com- 
manders. 

Our generals, my Lords, are only colonels with a higher title^ 
without power, and without command ; they can neither make 
tbemfelves loved nor feared in their troops, nor have either reward 
or punifliment in their power. What difcipline, my Lord?, can be 
eftabliflied by men, whom thofe who fomctimes acl the farce of obe- 
dience, know to be only phantoms of authority, and to be relliain- 
ed by an arbitrary mlnifter firom the exercik* ..r thofe commiflions 
which thev are invefted with ? And what is an army without difci- 
piine, fubordination and obedience I What, but a rabble of licen- 
tious vagrants, fet free from the common rcftraints of decency, ex- 
empted from the neceffity of labour, betrayed by idlcncfsto debavlc\^^t'^1, 
aod letloofe to prey upon the people I Such A Viwd c^u Qu\^ ^^^ ^^ 
Vol., h H N^\^^^ 
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\ ii'agr^^ :ind blufter in the ftreets, but can never be able to oppoC 
enemy or JefcnJ the nation by which they are rupportcd* 

They may, indeed, form a camp upon fomc of tr^e neighbov 
heath?, orpafs in review with tolerable regularity ; tbcj may b 
times fci/.c a fnuggler, and Ibmetimes affift a conQable with vi| 
and fuccefs. Rut unhappy would be the people^ who had ooc 
force to oppofe againd an army habituated to difcipline, of w 
(very one fourd> hi> hopes of honour an J reward upon the af 
baticn of the commander. 

That no man will labour to no purpofe, or undergo the fatigi 
military vigilance, without an adequate motive; chat no nua 
endeavour to learn fuperfluous duties, and negle£l the caiieft roa 
honour and to wealth, merely for the fake of encountering diftca 
is eafily to be imagined. And, therefore, my Lords, it cannc 
conceived, that any nun in the army will very (olIicitouQy a 
himfelf to the duties of his profef&on, of which, when he has la 
them, the moft accurate pradice will avail him nothing, and on m 
he muft lofc that time, which might have been employed io | 
ing an inteieft in a borough, or in forming an alliance with 
orator in the fenatc. 

For nothing, my Lords, is now confidered but fenitnrial in?< 
nor is any fubordination dcfireu but in the fupreme council o 
empire. For the eilabliflimcnt of this new regulation, the hoi 
of every profcfTion are prollitateJ, an J every c< mmifTion ii be 
merely nominal. To gratify the leaJi-rs of chc miniflerial ( 
the moft dwTpicabIc trificrs are exalted to an authority, an*i 
whofc want of under (landing e.xclu Jti them from any other cm 
ii;cnt, are fclectcd for military commiiTions. 

No fooncr have they taken pvficffion of their rew comi 
and gratified with fomc acl of opprefTion the wantonnct's of 
authority, but they dcfcrt their char^rc with the fornialiry of dec 
ing apermiflion to beabfcnt, which their commun-ier dires not 
them. Thu% my Lord*, they leave the c.irc ol" the troopi 
the ftudy of the rules of war, to thofc unhn^py men, who ha 
other CtAim to eleviiiori than knowledge and br.ivcry, a:id »fa 
want of relations in the fcnate, a:e cnnJcmr.cd to linger ou 
lives at their quarters, amufethemfclvcs with recounting theirs 
Mstd AtBcringt in former wars^ and wiih reading in the pap 
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every poft, the commifEons which are bellowed on thofe who never 
law a battle. 

For this reafon, my Lords^ preferments in the army, inftead of 
being conHdered as proofs of merit, are looked on only as badtres of 
dependence ; nor can any thing be inferred from the promotion of an 
«fficer, but that he is in fome degree or other allied to fome member 
of the fenate, or the leading voters of a borough. 

After this manner, my Lords, has the army been modelled, and 
on thefe principles has it fubfifted for the laft and the prefent reign i 
neither myfelf, nor any other general officer, have been confulted in 
the diftribution of commands, or any part of military regulations. 
Our armies have known no other power than that of the fecretary of 
war, who direfls all their motions, and fills up every vacancy with- 
out oppoliti on, and without appeal. 

But never, my Lords, was his power more confpicuous, than in 
raifing the levies of laft year ; never was any authority more dcfpo- 
tically exerted, or more tamely fubmitted to j never did any man 
more wantonly fport with his command, or more capricioufly dif- 
pofe of pofts and preferments ; never did any tyrant appear to fet 
cenfure more openly at defiance, treat murmurs and remonftrances 
with greater contempt, or with more confidence and fecurity diftri- 
bute pofts among his flavcs, without any other reafon of preference 
than his own uncontroulable pleafure. 

And furely no man, my Lords, could have made choice of fuch 
wretches for military commands, but to fticw that nothing but his 
own private inclinations fliould influence his condu<ll, and that he con- 
fidered himfelf as fupreme and unaccountable : for wc have feen, 
my Lords, the fame aninials to-day cringing behind a counter, and 
to-morrow fwelling in a military drcfs; we have fecn boys fent from 
fchool in defpair of improvement, and entruflcJ with military com* 
mand ; fools that cannot learn their duty, and children that cannot 
perform it, have been indifcriminately promoted , the drofs of the 
nation has been fwcpt together to compofc our new forces, and evcrf 
man who was two ft.upid or infamous to learn or carry on a trade,, 
has been placed by this great difpofer of honours above the neceflity 
of application, or the reach of cenfure. 

Did not fometimes indignation, and fometimcs pity, check. tK^ 

Tallies of mirtb^ it would not be a difagTcc:;b\t cnx.ti\;i.\icv'Kv^v\\s v^^ 

Lords, to obfcrvCj in the Furk, the various app^^ix^vvc^^ o"^ \\\c.\^ ^^"^^ 
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commanders, when they are expoftng their neur fcarlet to vi* 
sinJ (Irutting with the firft raptures of fadJen elevation ; to fee 
mechanic new modelling his mien, and the ftripling tottering ben 
the weight of his coclcade ; or to hear the converfation of il 
new aJw'cnt'jrcri, and the inftrudtive dialogues of fchooI'4>op 
fhop-kecpers. 

I take this opportunity, my Lords, of clearing myfclf froo 
fufp-cion of haviiii; coniributeJ by my advice to (his ftupca^ 
coileclion. I only once intcrpofed with the recommendation c 
}o:jne gMiilcman who had learned his profcflion in two caiii|>ii 
among the Mufcovian", and whoip yet neither his own defert, 
my patro:ia;;e could advance to a Cvmmiflion. And, I bclierc, 
Lords, all the other general officers were equally unconfulted, 
would, if their aii vice ha-i been afriid, equilly have difapprovcd 
nieaiurrc that have bvcn purfucJ. 

Bui thu>, my Lori!}., were our new regiments coniplcated, 
which, of two hunJrcd and fifty ofiiccrs who have fubfincd upoo h 
pay, only thirty fix have been promoted, though furcly thry mi 
have plcaJcJ a juiKr (.!.:::n to emjiloymcnt who had learned t! 
profcfTion in the krvicc of their country, and had li)n«; lan^uil 
in penury, than ilinfe who hjJ ntithcr knowlcd^jc n r capic 
vh.) had iie::':ier awU*d iK>r i'u.'IvIlJ cnv thing, and who m!^:it h 
bcLn litfl.neJ ti» tht liammer or t!ic j It -ugh, withjur anj Ji;":cf« 
tioii to tiicir t.imiiiL'9, or diljnp.iintnu-nt to thcdiicK'/i. 

I h^ve l>ecn toIJ, mJceJ, my Lords, that to lonu* i*i thcfc o5; 
cnc.nur.Iwns were cf.crcJ, which tluy u ruled, and i\»t ch.» re'i 
ev.rv rcalon is allv^cJ tut the true, fome, indcel, cxcuf^J the 
f l\cs .IS dii'-blcJ i'V a^*e a:iJ ihiuinitics from military ii:r\i-c; : 
ca:\ :\:\y cbjc-Ti-m bi' niaJc to fo jull a plea. Fwr how c<).^lJ tV.olic 
rct*j:'jj in t:i!.ir ajr the comforti of cafe and rcp.»fe, whv> ha^c i"c; 
llicir country with thtir vuu:h and vijour ? 

Others there arc, my l.ord>, who fi'fukd comii.Ia ^n* u,'>.'^n n 
fives very liirfVr'.r:!, in wl'.ich, nevirrthclcl's f me itiit.jc caano: 
d:nirJ. Thty WiM lia.l iong ihidicl ^iiul lotig pracliicJ i!keir |i 
f»:i;'»i) ; thr-v, wh'» hsiitiicJ th-: t cju:a.:i- in thebrci^^. a:: i g: 
pr-' »ii of tl'.^-.r fr;.:! in the f..».\" of the r;;Lr/.v, rcfalcd tvi o**c.- 
c:in):r.^:.J cf r.ow^c^, tii trade! ikh, ^nd Mt ll.ha>!•boy^ : thev in 
gnu }^ my L.-: : , i*\x\ ilie/ cu^h: lo .• wern thole whoai they (bo 
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^ in order. But they had forgot that they had out-lived the time when 

a foldier was formed by ftudy and experience, and had not heard in 

their retreats, that a colonel or a captain was now formed in a day ; 

. and therefore, when they faw and heard their new commanders, 

\ they retired back to their half-pay, with furprize and in^iignation. 

_ But, my Lords, the follies of laft year cannot be eafily redi.n^d, 

and are only now to be expofed that they may not be repeated. If we 

are now to make new levies, and encreafe the number of our lanJ- 

ferces, it is, in my opinion, incumbent upon us toconfider by what 

methods we may beft augment our trcops, aud how we may be able 

to refift our foreign enemies, withbut expoftng the nation to inteftine 

miferies, and leaving our liberties at the mercy of the court. 

There are, my Lords, two methods of increafing our forces ; the 
firft is, that of raifing new regiments ; the other, of adding new 
men to thofe which already fubfifl. 

By raifing rxw regiments, my Lords, we (hall only grat'fy the 
sninifierwith the diilribution of new commiiTions, and theeft^blifh- 
ment of new dependents ; we (hall enlarge the influence of the 
court, and increafe the charge of the nation, which is already loaded 
with too many taxes to fupport any unnecefTary expence. 

By the other method, of adding a hundred men to every company, 
we (hall not only fave the pay of the officers, which is no flight con- 
(iJeration, but, what feems, if the reports raifed by the miniftry, 
cf our prefent danger, be true, of far more importance, (hall form 
the new forces with more expedition into regular troops ; for, by 
diftributing them among thofe who are already inHructed in their 
duty, we (hall give them an opportunity of hourly improvement, 
every man's comrade will be his mafier, and every one will be am« 
bilious of forming himfelf by the example of thofe who have been 
in the army longer than themfelve^. 

If it be objected, my Lords, that the number of officers will not 
then bear a juft proportion to that of the foldiers, it may be anfwered 
that the foreign troops of the greateft reputation have no greater 
number of officers, as every one muft know who is acquainted with 
the confiitution of the moft formidable armies of Europe. Thofe 
of the Pruffian monarch, or of the various nations by which we were 
affifted in the late war, either as confederates or mercenaries^ ^^.>4^ 
but few oSccih And, I very well remember, m^ V.01^%) ^^XHi^v^^-* 

H 3 ^^^^ 
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ever they were jcined by partij's of oiir own nation, the inc<{u^:7y 
in the number of the oiHc^Ts produced contcfts and dtfputes. 

The onlycioops t\ Kuiope, my Lord.«, that fwarm with oCcfa 
are tho<'e of France, but even thefc have fewer officers :ii , *op«r:«x 
to thrir private nscii in time of war i for when they dtlband uf 
part (if their force:», thoy co not ^'...- us reduce their oSceri :j haif 
piy, nut adJ ihenn to t!ie re;*imrMiMior reduced, that the (zm'^l^axi 
their nobility may not h hurchencd vvirh needy dependeats, aaJ cue 
they may never want rfu cs for new levies. 

I'hcie are mjnv rcafuns, my Lordf^ that make this practics J 
France more reaforubie than it wo«ld l>c lii our kingdom. It ii ts: 
chief view of thtir povcrnors to ccntiinc abf.Iute, and thc;c:jc9 
their conitaiit endeavour to V.^^i -nat numbe.s indcr>cudi:ncc , ■: 
ou;rht to be our cut to hinder liiL inc-cafe of the influence of tHe 
court, and U >)bflruct nil me.ilu;cs that may extend :!jC ^ut^'O:.: • 
the miniftry, ind therefore thofc meafuiCi arc to l-c purfucd by v^ - 
independence and Ibercy will bo moil fup, .rr-i. 

It ib ItktUMc t>« be rwmcmbcrc<f, r.i) Lord*, that i . t; ' 

is fjpp.irtcd w::h pay rw t much I.ir-rr than I'l.it 
I'icr a:n -t;; h*, and ilui thcrcrcrc ::v jr,'.imrnt v. ".-- 

tr:e n.ctllity • f .'iv:. .\\:\ is not i-i t.-.j :.."".r :.»rre :•■ • 

TKciei. \'vC .:..iun:-i rtauMi w'-. v tli-.' iunch jl: : ur.. ■ T 

th:;: arur ti : I.;L i.i i..cir ^ u'l ; ..u, mI. » ^.-i. ;. t hi • • J 

Arvc wj'.'i "Jl I irnt c ;:: -.jn.i t:i ■ i ini;;/"!! 1. )!..».; 'i i .' fi^.- 
srrv arc a r.:can, j'li.r.il*.' . li?* ; i .»'. '. l.t-.:. JU'-ri.. Jf«..^e- t" - 
f;;jcr<, to ij:i"j iii:rc... :;. i'l ..-. d r« d;. i- ;-.*:?, '» j: wi:^.'.- 
i^r^ra^c to fi.c aa cr<.:;.\, ■■ i t>- jiwCrci w.th vi 'jr in i.*c u^c .' 
c-i T---r. 

Tiitif jiei.:!rf!iL* 1, trrv I.'-'J , ire ^f a vcrv dnVrtrnt charafrr, 
i^*a!ous lit ihi'r ii<r.r;ur, ...i I c o ;c<i .. •■? i.ici: i>i:ih, cj^'cr of ^«.;. : ■ 
V'ttg .:nJ ^luiiii j> i.r I r -it'.T.rn:. J'n.v h^\c ciiiroTily i-- " 
rdiii^con in I .c ^'inv, i.^d hjv c no LXp.v*;:: *-ny uf acq'i!r:n<* n**- 
tunts c.{'.i.l r.i f i!f J i IC5 i»/ jr:v'>ihw ; ; :.:i: -n, an.I ..:c :JirrtV'C 
ir'.cnt i:;-. :n m;c in,pro.eniv:ac ..r f..':rv ■ ; ,- ■ Mii^v whi»..i is orrcmi 
fhrni .1 irir.TJ "nj rnvr kn iAiJ^.- -.u c.\ • n:.^ :*.• ir rcpu£a'..<>n. 

Tsi rhc f^.i:: ut iIu.j men, nv Loro^ an- i'\e i-ren.h a:i:;:c* ia- 
dfi(Cif/ui j!1 their vctorics, a:il lo iV.^m \\ vti V>^ \\VL\hu^H ir« 
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' ^fent perfei^ion of the art of war. They have the vigiUnce and 
perfeverance of Romans joined with the natural vivacity and expedi* 

^ tion of their own nation. 

We are therefore not to wonder, my Lords, that there is in the 

:^ French armies an eftablifliment for more gentlemen than in other 
countries, where the difparity between the military virtues of the 

~ higher :|nd lower claiTes of men is lefs confpicuous. In the troops of 

: "" that nation nothing is expelled but from the officers, but in ours the 
common foldier meets danger with equal intrepidity, and fcorns to fee 
himfelf excelled by his officer in courage or in zeal. 

We are therefore, my Lords^** under no neceffity of burthening 
our country with the expence of new commiffions, which in the 
army will be fupcrfluous, and in the (late dangerous, as they will fill 
our fenate with new dependents, and our corporations with new ad- 
herents to the miniftcr, whofe fleady perfeverance in his favourite 
fcheme of fenatorial fubordi nation, will be perhaps the only occafion 
of thefe new levies, or at lead has hindered the right application of 
our (landing troops. For what reafon, my Lords, can invention or 
imagination affign, why the troops who had been for fome time di-^ 
fciplined Were not rather fent to the affiftance of Vernon thin the new 
marines, except that fome of them were commanded by men who 
had obtained feats in the other houfe, and who by their fettled ad- 
herence and avowed fidelity to the minifter had recommended thcm- 
felves too powerfully to be rafhly expofed in the fervice of their 
country to the bullets of the Spaniards. 

So great, my Lords, has been the minifter's regard to fenatorial 
abilities, and fo ftridt his gratitude to his friends, that I know of 
but one member of the other houfe that has been hazarded in this 
expedition, and he a hopclefs, abandoned patriot, infcnfible of the 
capacity or integrity of our miniftry, ::nd whom nothing has been 
able to reconcile to our late meafurcs. He therefore, who has never 
exerted himfelf in defence of the miniftry, was in his turn thought 
unworthy of minifterial protedtlon, and was given up to the chance 
of war without reluctance. 

But I hope your Lordfhips will concur with me in the opinion, 
chat it is not always necefTary to gratify the miniftry, but that our 
country claims fome part of our regard, and therefore thac lev ^^a.V^- 
lilhin^ our army wc Qiould purfue that method vi\vic\v tcvvj \i^ xswoJ^ 
Mccamwodatcd io our conflitution, and, "inftcad oi *vm\^Utv.s,<:wi t«:^^- 

H 4 ^^' 
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tary policy of the French, follow the example of thofe nuiofts Wf 

irhofe troops they have been conquereJ. 

H .d this I'chcmc b;cn hitherto followed, had our new leriov is- 
flead of being pjt uiider the command of boy>» been diftiibuud ia 
juft proportions among the Handing rci^imenu. where thef aighl 
foon have beenquJincd for Urvice by the infpedion of cxpcriaxd 
officers, we might nox have fcen an army capable of awiAg the obwi 
of Spain into lubmiOion, or, if our demancs had been ftJl rcAdUi 
pf reversing our injuries, and punifhing thofe who have mfultcdal 
dcj^i^cd us. 

From an aimy thu« nlfcd and uif(.ip!incd, detachments, my Lorii| 
ccg''".: to h2\e been lent r.n board of all our fleets, and partioiiMif 
th^t wi: ch i> now Uai.o.ied in the Mediterranean, which wo«U art 
thiii iuix cL.ll^-vi ..bout ri.m one pert tu another, without kaftia| 
or 2ii^ht:ng th.'cr.cTiv, b'..: nii^ht ^yfuJdcn defcents have fpnari 
terror through a rjc^i part nf the kingdom, harr ;iued their troopi bf 
ccr.:inua! matche^, and by r:rq<:cnt iiicurfions have plundered all tk 
inari:::n.- 'provinces, d.ivfr. the inhabiunts into the inland couoffT, 
and Uid tiic \i!!2gci in afne^. 

There IS \c:, iny I .).Ji, no appearance of a p^ace, tor our fiic* 
cef* lii> not enable i us to prekiibc tern*.;, and I hope we arc sat 
yr: uKii :o low lj to r'C--..c th-n» ; n is therefore proper to Icn 
fuch rei,>'.u:ii>ns cs tray ii.f.a.rc.: ih'.' r '!.i!uJt of the war, and cnab!« 
us to :::r.tvc thr c:.'<rj ..r' o.ii |M«t ri?jl'jic3. 

Th: n: II ■:"*..:, nv/ L tls, is not v. :tho jr panf r^f i^^'* who mi r 
p<-.';i..pj cr.Jvatiui: ;."» pcrttiad,- u^, that wc ou^ht to resign all ocr 
u:-. icr.Lr iiPi;. tu hi> f-J^xrior w«!Jom, and hlir.^ly tru- I our ibnuocs 
a:id ,:u; '..Lvr:;*;-. t^ Lis ui.iiuktn inre;;ri:y« Thrv will in procf cf 
}.i» .1'. '. '..-'i ;: Jii-.T ire wc-n Jc;f.:l j;'A:c:iry a:: J penetration which 
ti:c !a:c r.'-j; Jtiat; ..1: liavc ii;rL«n\-cJ, ^r. 1 \\i\\ cjnfirm the reputa* 
f!on I'f hii iiti.-r 'y Sy ti-.c c 'i.ttii: jiirli/.i my of all h.s Uhcmes, ar« 
tnr up.a"' r..::.':S -.vi:!-. u-h;^h hr at any ti.T.e incrcalc* the cxpcnca 
pf the njticn. 

iJuf, my I.oiH«, it .* r!.c ;:Tr:i* djty c( ycu: high ftauon to watch 
C'vr: ;Vc r, :::; (..'.K* .:..):i, ziid iq^a.a t::of?, wlia arc more iaiir&> 
f!.-:-'. rni.-Lll. J .ii:I, i.-.r • u*»!ic w^^ r^ aj^iiift meai'u res which may 
eiiLai^r: th-: :Jc:y -r !ii}».iincr. 1 ; i!'c luritm ^ and, therefore, if I 
hjic :*ri^kcJ to v»'jr LorJili ;-^, i**.^.i lo :*\.c vkv:>»: tc^iincats is daa- 
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Wir» and that an army may be more expeditioufly difciplined by addl- 
ing new men to every company, I hope your Lordlhips will agree to 
this refolution, which I have drawn up with the utmoft brevity, and 
pf which the meaning cannot be miftaken : 
^^ That the augmenting the army by raifing regiments, as it is the 

moil unneceiTary and expeniive method of augmentation, is alfo the 

moft dangerous to the liberties of the nation.** 

The DvKM of Newcastle next fpoke to this efkSt : — Mf 
Lords, as my education and employments have afforded me no op- 
ponunity of acquiring any (kill in military affairs, it will not be ex- 
peAed by your Lordlhips, that I (hould be able to confute the argu- 
ments of the noble duke, whofe acknowledged fuperiority in the 
art of war, and the abilities which he has difplayed in the adminifira* 
tlpn of every province which he has undertaken, give him a claim to 
$he higheft deference. 

But, my Lords, as I cannot affume the province of difputing on 
this quellion, fo I cannot without longer confideration form any re- 
folution concerning it ; for arguments may be fallacious which yet I 
cannot confute, and to approve without knowledge is no lefs weak 
than to cenfure. 

Tbcre is not any prefent neceffity, my Lords, of forming a refolu- 
tion on this fubje£l j we are not now called upon particularly to con« 
iider it, and certainly it cannot be prudent by fo determinate a ded- 
iion, pronounced without reflection or deliberation, to preclude a 
fuller examination of this important queflion* 
. LoJto Caeteret rofe and fpoke in this manner :—*my Lords, the 
noble duke who made the prefent motion has fupported it by fuch 
firength of argument, and fo fully explained the advantages of the 
method which it tends to recommend, that not only the prefent 
age but pofterity may probably be indebted to him, for juftcrjiotions 
of a military eftablifliment, than have been yet attained even by 
thofe whofe profeflion obliges them to fuch enquiries. 

Nor, my Lords, could we expe<Sl Icfs from his long experience and 
extendve capacity, experience gained in the heat of war, and in the 
midft of danger; a capacity not only cultivated by folitary difquifi- 
tions in retirement and fecurity, but excrcifcd by difficulties and 
quickened by oppoiition. 

Such abilities, (py Lords^ ra%lurcd by fucV\ wv t^u^'aXvQvv^ Vv*^ 
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r-iftlv made (hf noble duke the oracle of war, anJ procured him te 



cfteem and reverence of al! the powers upon earth. 

Ab I did not receive finm my education any military knowMf^e, I 
am rot able to aJJ much to the arguments which your Lord&^ 
have aheady heard ; but neverthelcfs, having been under the eects 
fity cf regulating the army when I had the honour to be empl^td 
in IrcLinJ, and having made, in thofe countries where I tranfa^d 
the buri::ers of the croA-n, fo.r.e oblcrvations upon the diffcrmt feral 
of miiitary eftabliflimcncs, I hops I (hail be allowed to oflTer vkit 
my experience or my remarks may fugged to me, in confirouiica cf 
the kntiments of the noble duke. 

When 1 was in Ircljiid, my Lords, the troops of that kinzJM 
Conri::eJ uf twentv-one repirrcnts of which ten were, as lift vtr, 
brought into Britain, and the I rilh forces were to be h!!cd Lp ^ 
n'.'w levic'i, which \'. ere r-i-ieJ i:i inc manner now pre poled, br :r- 
crejfine evcrv rcsimcn: from three hundred and forty lc> fix h^rjrei 
men, 1-1 th.it the eleven le^inicnts remaining cc:r»pc»cJ a b«>:rsf 
r.rarlv thr fani'^' number wi:h the twenty -one regiments as toniKrT 
conibcaieJ. 

O?' li*- .S'.v^iifh tfT-blin'.rnr:;:, n ; I,^r.:;, the rrr':!a!>n vi 
fuccctV «if their troups arc an uiie ■..M.>vc;:ij!e ■. in !: -iti «, a.n: I 
have nf::.n had ai oprijrtjn.iv of Cw.:. ^ .rir. ' ihi nj-::^c: rr •: 5cm 
vrith t:u: or curs, a:iJ f.iund c'.*.*ir ; :.v.:c n.^ii tjbc ur moie ne- 
merou^ in ;■:«'; oriion I'l the • rli^rcr". 

I.: Hj-.^i-.r-, mv L.,:ji, 1 h-vj \..".\ h'^ irr:"'"'^ \ ?r 1^7*^ rrTxrk- 
aV'.c for the cle^^jiire of their appejrj.nre, Jr I Iv i\y ' :^c jikri ^r !*€ 
c;»"miji.'Jcr at what expcncc one of th:: !»•»"■»•''.'• trij^jer* ar.i ts 
ha::c \\-» :.:p;'arteJ, Was 10 J, .••:er c ■: :^-.r.i.g iw ^z'^ ri ,nf^ t^a: 
he ci'A nw ni re thiu iirjr:c;n pnu:ii- .1 >e«:, w;ucoj.J r;.; la iza 
coji.try i c ina:i.?4ip.cJ for leis li".an t.-rry. 

1 br!.iV, mv I. '■»!», tii«t the Trcn*.:; rorccs are n i: rr-^rf ex: 
fr. c l)ii;i !. 'Xr u: Hjr.L-vcr, ;.rii thcfciurc we are ^v v^ rr-rani tij «•* • 
tatf their cirabiiihxeiir, lor the price o: .-:o'. iiior.s a;:J .^.^ .:. i ; : 
d-i not :.c:;v: of :ny d mr;ut:un ui' the pay ur ci:hcr uur o£ cfi er 
luiJier!>, Ji'.il AC cj:i o;i!v Ii.i'.n «n:r c\:*ri-.cc* bv rvilircr*.: *.>^e.i &;.a* 
bers, to ivh ih I R.Ji f^r my pa:t ciAi v;.!l.r.^l\ c. n::i:>^t.. 

Hat a> :h >, my I-'^r».^s -s r.i : the pruj-cr t.xe :\ r . .iljr^d p- r« 
forces, of which the ^irca*:!: iUtc cf oar .uraj> mjy pcxh^pi Ccc^iai 
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in augmentation, it is neceflary to compare the ftate of our forces 
b'ich that of foreign troops, and fupply by prudent methods the dif« 
d'/antages to which wc are fubjeft by the peculiar condition of our 
ouniry. I or if the French can fupport an army at a fourth part of 
ur cxpencc ; what muft be the confequence of a war, fuppoHng the 
wealth of the two nations nearly eqiial ? It will be to little purpofe 
hat we boad, however juftly, of the fuperiority of our troops; for 
hoiigh it ihould be granted that the Britifh cannot be refifted by aa 
quaJ number, yet it can never be expetSled that they ihould conquer 
rcx>ps four times as numerous as themfelves. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears with all the evidence of arithmetical 
icmonftration, that the method now propofed is highly expedient* 
lor can any objcAion, in my opinion, be made Co the refolutioa 
iffered to your LordQiipi. 

That this is not a proper time for this enquiry has been indeed 
irgedy but furely no time can be more proper than when we may, hj 
I refolution unanimoufly pailed, regulate in fome degree the con- 
\u& of the other houfe, and hint to them the opinion of this aflembljr 
>n a queflion which is perhaps to-morrow to be brought before 
hem. 

Lord Cholmondelet then fpoke thus: — My Lords, though I 
iras once honoured with a command in the army, and confequently 
)ught to have attained fome military knowledge, yet I have fo long 
'cfigned my commiflion, pofiefled it for fo ihort a time, and have fuf- 
ered my attention to be diverted from enquiries on that fubjed by em- 
>loyments ot fo different a kind, that I cannot prefume to oppofeany 
knowledge of my own to the reafons which have been offered $ but 
i cannot think that the condufions drawn by the noble duke, are fo 
rvidendy true as to force convidlion, and exclude all poffibility of 
eply ;. nor can I conceive it confident with the dignity of this af- 
'embly, to yield implicitly to any man's affertions, or to pafs any re* 
blation without an accurate enquiry. 

Some objedions, my Lords, arife upon reflection from my narrow 
)bfervation and tranfient reading, and thefe I (hall lay before your 
lordihips, with an open acknowledgement of my infufficiency todif« 
Bufs the queftion, and a fincere defire of being intruded where I may 
^ miftaken. 

The fubordination of the army, my Lords, appears to me in gC" 

lKn4 to b(P f4ffici»iU;r m^lauined^ aor is il cn^s\uWu\^'&^W\.V) 



loS DEBATE ON [deC 

particular partiality, that can never be prevented, or a cifu^ £j 
cnce in the circumftances of the officers, which, though not rcli 
to their miliury characters, will always produce fome degree of 
fiuence. 

I know not, my Lords, how the general regulation of our far 
and the diftribution of military honours, can be condemned wifi 
extending fome degree of cenfure to a perfon who ought not ti 
mentioned as concurring in any meafures injuiious to the pabi 
Our army, my Lords, is maintained by the parliament, butt 
manded by tiie king, who has not either done or direAed any tl 
of which his people may juflly complain. 

Here the duke of Arcyle interrupted him : — My Lords, iris 
ccfTary to clear myfeh' from mifrcprcfentations, and to prcfem 
the fame time the oid'.T of this aiTcinbiy, by reminding the m 
lord, that his majelly is never to be introduced into our debates* 
caufe he is never to be charged with wrong, and by declaring Co ] 
lord(hip», that 1 impute no part of the erron committed in the 
gulaticn of the army to his majcfty, but to thofe minifters, w! 
duty it is to advife him, and whom the law condemns to anfwa 
the confequences of their counfels. 

Lord ChoLMOsdeley rer.imed:— -My I-»ord*, if I nufreprefe; 
any aflcrlion of the noble dulce, it wa:» by milapprehciiUcn, cr 
lure of mcfrory, and not by m.tliceordcfi^n ; and if in any other 
jeclior.^ which I fluU make, 1 Ihall full ii.co any error of the ( 
kind, 1 dcllrc that it miy be afcribed to the fame laufe. 

The ijznorance ani inexperience of our prclcnt officers I 
been expot'ed with great gaiety of imagination, and with the i 
fpirit of fjttrical rhetoric, nor can 1 prel'ume to !app3rt tl 
a^4in(l fo formidable c.*nfures. Kjt» my Lords, I cannot 
tr)ver anv method of proiricling the lives of our old otHccrs be? 
the ufual term, nor of fdpp!\:ng the IjI's of thole whom death L 
away fn m the army, but by fLbilitut-n^ others, who, as tliey t 
feen no war«, can have l.ttlc expcr.i-r.wC. 

Wnh rr/ard t«) th" nun/ivroi otfitcr> in the foici^n troops, I h 
bern inf'*rnud, that t!u*y were by an c'Xprvl:> lli; jlaii^n to be c 
[ llitiited in the fame rra:-.n;r with the iiritiOi atid D itch I'urict. 

Then tl>e il-.ikc *.f Anc.vir. a 'ain .r.tcrru: trii him :- — Mv Lot 

/> was mv /)r,.vincc in the \aic w.u \v> (u^-wuicud the paymea 

iurcf^r. t/.cp, 1 may be aiWvicA v;^ \iW^ loai^ \iJEko>K\R^« ^1 
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rflabliflimeDt, and hope I dull not be imagined to need any infor* 
nation on that fubjedt. 

Lord Cholmondeley faid :— My Lords, I do not prefume todif- 
Nite any alTertion of the noble duke, for whofe knowledge I have the 
mighefl veneration* but only to offer fuch hints for enquiry as may be 
fMirfued by other lords of greater abilities, and to ihew, that as fome 
lifficulties may be raifed, the refolution aught not to be agreed to 
mtboat farther deliberation; fince it not only tends to prefcribe the 
CBcafures which (hall be hereafter taken, and prohibit a method of 
nifing forces, which, when diligently examined, may perhaps appear 
inoft eligible, but to cenfure the methods, which, when they were 
pot in pradice the laft year, received the approbation of all the 
powers of the legiflature. 

liord Westmoreland fpoke next as follows :— My Lords, I have 
for my own fatis&flion ftated the difference of the expence between 
ttue two methods of raiflng forces, and find it fo great that the me- 
thod propofed by the noble duke ought undoubtedly to be preferred^ 
even though it were attended with fome inconvenience, from which 
he has (hewn it to be free. 

Frugality, my Lords, is one of the chief virtues of an adminiftra* 
don i a virtue without which no government can be long fupported : 
the publick expence can never be too accurately computed, or the 
firit tendency to profufion too rigoroufly oppofed ; for, as in private 
life, fo in political oeconomy, the demands of neceiEty are ea&ly 
(applied s but if once the calls of wantonnefs and caprice are 
complied with, no limits can be fixed, nor will any treafure be 
(ofEcient. 

Whether the burthens under which the people are now toiling 
were all impofed by neceffity, I will not enquire, but I think, my 
Lords, we may readily determine, that whatever is not neceflary is 
cruel and oppreffive, and that therefore, fince the expence of railing 
new regiments appears at leaft nq^ to be neceflary, it ought to be 
oppofed; and how can it be oppofed more properly or effeSually than 
by the noble duke's refolution ? 

Lord Hervey fpoke to this effefl: — My Lords, I do not claim 
any fuperiority of knowledge in any affairs that relate to thepublick, 
but have lefs acquaintance with the miliury cftablifliment than with 
any other part of the government, and can therefore cieahex o^^^^ 
the refolution now offered to your lordlbips by (ucVi ^t^uv<&ivV^ %.mi^v) 
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defervc your attention, nor a^rrcto it with that degree of convi3»t 
which the importance of it fcems to require. 

That the chief argument which has been produced ajainft ralSi; 
ncwrc^imcnt^, is lefs formtcable than it has been rrprefcnted, m?,! 
believe, appear to your LorJOiips, when it is confidered ih.t cfer 
officers are always gentlemen of the firft families in the cDipirc^ f 
vho, thcrefojc, cannot be fuppofcJ voluntarily to give up tker 
relations and poftcrity to the power of any miniftry, or, for tbeCikff 
of their comniiflions, to betray that condituiion by which chcirovi 
properties are fccured. 

Whether every other ar;*ument may not with equal judice be cw- 
trovei:Ci!^ is not, without lungrr on (iJc ration, pcf/iblc Co be drerr* 
Dun'.J, and therefore it cannot be rcafonubly expecltd that «e 
fhouIJ a/r.ct.) the refolution, which would be only to decide w.rb- 
out cxai/i.nirion, and tn determine what we don't undcrfljnJ , 'or 
I am under ivy apprchen!'iO'i of bciri'* imj/incd to rLfleifl uniutflv m 
this afT.'mMv, :n luppoiir.j t!.:it ina:.y cf \our Lordfhips mar be 
flrangers to !l:.' c;'irl!io;i, w'.iich, when ihc !ait levies wcrcmadryva 
neither d::'. uiLd nor piopc-tcJ. 

{ there; ore n:nvj, tjat the j rovi.jus queflicn mav be pur, ••Hii'fc 
may pcrhaj.: r.i'ii t.rje iuii'u:^:]: lur .: niurc e.\.:it c quiry upa.. l J 
irr.porr.mt i.. \ *. 

I-ORD 'i^^:-i• T re;-! -.1 to {W>> r..r rrt:— My L.iri-, if, .1 
imiiuMi n ** I; n; • i. •■.■ e 1 '.-i' . 1 -rn- 's ivv i:r.i.'-j!i:e i»f «he lub-^l 
(11 wh.ch I .1 M ij ], t.MK, r.»..k 1::. .t y.t h? aliiMiJ r.u*, ar c: c;;c ci* 
;!r?'.i^le ofotiiri-, u* at. 1 v i!.j ii:l!c Ln jw!td;v: wh:ch I luvr in t^e 
d.Unce of .1 r, I. li'.nn, \\\.. li ji'. ".irnt . ii..v.- nud'i.er :*.rJj.u-y f-iS 
the adha.tt.i L • ; tie |i il). v!v, ai\: tu :): ..v riiv /.mi lo: tr.c h*pp ^»ti j 
of mv e i*:i:f,, t:i.i.:j\i , .is..*, 4 w.;:-.i..;: \.,: true L:*.CivleJ^e cf i:i 
i.jtcrcfl ? 

The !'..'''• I.. '»', v\h I Y" 'kr l...\ i. :.«m .r- ! am.ilTcr '^f c! q-f-ct 
not to be I'.i .:J \K.',A ..'.. ;..: a!i';-.t:w: w.. .t\ |i...:jrj ra:ur*!"v j"*- 
ducc»y ai. r i rit..,.,.i •.,.■. ; .ii:i..v... ■ n 1: •" r .::e 1:1 V% he. 'cn »a 
the anx-r:. w. . !i : j-: li ...J :i^ :.'»... • . u: *t..'j ^i.'.^ »- i rv :i-'' 
tial repieif-r;-..: :■ , j* ! . :..l lioJu' .. •. I :ii.i .1 1^ * -;'r^ J, ©f 
Lord»« Inl i:r. ; fh**-' : .. : •» :..i.vh 1»';.* iriih 1 1 li*. • • :rji:;53 

which hii i.«rJf!ii '* ...... .■...: j:i iv ■. . Iv ;; av, .".i.J \!l i.iph.^V 

fhould Ja^/".- :r . .; :u;. ■ •.^\il.i 1 .::;•.' r.*j n ■.;.': v..'\ ^^K^i 

16J 
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I (hall therefore endeavour, my Lords, to review his ornaaients» 
nd try whether they owe their influence to the force of truth, or to 
lat of eloquence. 

His LfOrdfliip has obferved, that the objections which are now 
Dade to the method of railing new regiments, were not produced 
aft year upon a like occafion. . I know not, indeed, what can be 
oferred from this allertion ; for furely it will not maintain, that an 
xiox once admitted is to become perpetual. 

Buty my Lords, another reafon may be affigned for which the 
ibjeAions that occurred laft year might not be produced. The minif- 
ly, after a long coiirfe of difgraceful negotiations, and artful delays^ 
icre, at length, compelled to a war, by the general clamours of the 
ffhole nation-; but they a£ied as men unwilling to execute what 
liey did not approve. They proceeded (b flowly in their preparations, 
ind were fo languid in all their motions, that it was evident how 
villiogly they would have improved every opportunity of retarding the 
rengeaoce which they were forced to threaten; and with what artiiicet 
diey would have protraSed any delay, which they could have impu- 
ted to thofe by whom they were oppofed. It was, therefore, to the 
laft degree improper to embarrafs their meafures of themfelves fuflici- 
eotly perplexed, or to lay any obftacle in the way of thofe who 
would gladly be ftopped. 

That the army is filled with gentlemen is fo far, my Lords, from 
proving that there is nothing to be feared from it, that it is the only 
foundation of all our follicitude. For none but gentlemen can 
injure our liberties, and while the pofts of the army are beftowed as 
lewards of fenatorial flavery, gentlemen will always be found who 
will be corrupted themfelves, and can corrupt a borough ; who will 
purchafea vote in thehoufe, and fell it for military preferments. 
By the pofts of the army the fenate may be corrupted, and by the 
Corruption of the fenate the army be perpetuated. 

Thofe, my' Lords, who are the warmed opponents of the army, 
apprehend not any danger from their fwords, but from their votes. 
As they have been of late regulated without difcipline or fubordi- 
Hation, I fliould not feel fuch anxiety at feeing them led on by 
their new commanders againft a body of honeft ploughmen, united 
ill the ciufe of virtue and of liberty \ I Ihould with great alacrity 

draw 
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draw my fvrord againft them, and fliould not doubt of feeinsr c*iea 
in a (hort time hcap'd upon our fields. 

But, my Lords, they are employed to ruin us by a more Qow mI 
filent method; they are di reded to influence their rclationi iotte 
fenate, and to fuborn the voters in our fmal! towns ; they are 4th 
perfed over the nation to inftil dependence, and being enflavcJ ibea^ 
A-Ives, willingly undertake the propa<;ation of flavcry. 

That the army is inftrumentai in extending the influence tU iki 
ninillry to the fenate, cannot be denied, when military prcferara 
are held no lon<;er than while he that pofTLlTes them gives a fandioa 
by his vote to the meafurcs of the court; when no decree of mre 
is lufficient to balance a fingle z£\ of fcnatori;il oppofiiion, and vbci 
the nation is rather to be left to the dtfence of bo}?, than the cja* 
fler be fufpcctcd of mifcondud. 

Cuuld cither bravery or knowledge, reputation or paft ferricQ, 
known fidclitv to his maicftv, or the moft cnnfpicuous cjncnr 
for high truft, have fccu:ed any tnin in the enjoyment of his poS, 
the noble diike who made the motion, haJ carctcJ his comqiind 19 
bis crav;?, nor had the nation naw been deprived citlier of hit arai^ 
or of his couni'cjs. 

15 'jc, as he ha"5 now rfurcJ hi* aJvi^eto his count rv, and Xsxr-^^'i 
his op n*r\T v.: til ;>rr ur"> :':^:ti r.:ilri a?: J ex|:.:ic;'iC;.\ \\\ ^\ :..a 
ihifj who cpivilc then h-\e c 1:1;'. il^ i :hcin!cKr. iinu'. !l- ;a jr.:.».* , 
a* thiT iulfiKi'^ nf hi) rt.ifonin.', ar.i J:;c t\rcrl nf hi^ Lp lA.r* r, 
have iilcnccd thul'c wiiofc priv.riiLd wi!! not furtcr ih ni ?•• cja 
fhcTilcIvc? convinced; let u^ \\u\^ ir.y I. oris, w'-^iX what wc ci - 
nut CdPucmn, nor fu:r«:r njr i> .:r.i:v i ) ) t: <!v'l'. ludcJ of the ti*ir- 
1 1-*.'.- i>l' th.:> rci'ul-jttun, by that 1'j-.v iL:uti..iu! (.:&::, the p:ci..*J 

Tiicii the Chancelicr Pv !c? 10 t-.r :. iii^w"-." • p'-i-p^fc. — Mr 
Lords, I am i.-.r ::un: :^:;i.:.;i^-, tl a! a. ". i j.n j- :*:.::*. vi <\\ r*. a- 
Biiiiiry to f xaniii'ic :h'.* i]-jci!:i'ii l>L;n:c u , ..\ it- \^^.^\ c\t':n:, ui'l^e | 
i niputi' J t.i .1:1 :.::'■-■:: ji^-^n ut mu.! •.*•'. , i\\\zz any V\v^w\:} ^t yA sr ^ 
tiiv jfVuir> L^.jid ruit ^.* ^<.y-\ ii.'rl in t^i •< - i^ i':o;i> lu wli;c!i I bit 
bctn j''.i, cd, or :•'.' 1:1 - :• : ! •. i.i \si.ul» the ^r.jjc.'': j art Ot sj 
life is Iliici'.vii td ha'.c l-Lin !, l':::. 

It will iijt br rxp'-cHi- 1, niv I. iJj, thit 1 fr. •■-!.: a'.irmpt a 'oraJ 
ccr.fu:-!ij.n ,.? \\\'c iw.l)!c U-'*.i^'> p*'!i;.»' -, *«i t^.«t \ Hi .n'd be *^ 
§9 JcicnJ /:>v uwn i*:v".i^n a.-4:i::l hib k;ijvv!rd-c ^ixd cx;«cr;c9C?t 

Ml 
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nor would f, my Lords, expofe myfelF to the cenfufe of having hi« 
rangtted upon war in the prefencb of Hannibal. 

The noble duke has explaihed his (entimehts to your Lordfh'ps 
vich the utmoft accuracy of method^ and the mod inftrudive per- 
picuity of language; he has enforced them with a flrchgth of rea- 
bning rarely to be found, and with an extent of knowledge pecu- 
iar to himfelf Yet, liiy Lords, as his afgunients, however power- 
ful in tbemfelves, do not (Irike me with the fahie force with which 
nhers may be aiFeded, who are mere capable of receiving them, t 
lope that your Lordfliips will allow me to mention fuch objedions as 
xcur to me, that in voting on this queftion I may at lead f)referve 
ny confcience from violation, and ntither adopt the opinion of 
mother, however great, without examination, nor obftinately rc- 
\e& the means of convidlion. 

Every lord who has fpoken either in fupport of the noble duke's 
ipiniofl^ or in oppofition to it, has confcfied that he is very little ac* 
|uainted with the fubjed of our debate ; and it may not therefore 
M an improper or ufelefs atteihptj if I endeavour by objections, 
liowever injudicious^ or by arguments however inconclufive, to pro* 
cure fome illuftration of a queilion fo important, and at the fame 
(ime fo little underftood. 

The objeAions, my Lords, which I (hall pt-oduc^, arie futh as I 
bave heard in converfation with thofe whofe long acquaintance with 
miJitary employments give them a ju(t claim t6 authority m all quef- 
tions which relate to the art of war; among whom I find ho uni« 
ibrmity of opinion with regard to the moft proper method of augment- 
ing our forces. And, my Lords, when we obfervc thofe to differ 
in their feutiments, whofeeducation, experience, and opportunities of 
knowledge have been nearly the fame, and who have all obtained a very 
great degree of reputation in their profeffion, what can be inferred, 
but that the queftion is in its own nature obfcure and difficult i That it 
involves a multitude of relations, and is diffufcd through a great 
Variety of circumftances ? And that, therefore, it is prudent for 
(very man^ who can judge only upon the authority of others, to 
Tufpend his opinion ? 

The chief argument, or that at leaft which impreiled itfelf moft 
tronglf on my mind, againft any innovation in our military con* 
fttttttioa, was drawn from the fuccefs of our armies in their prefent 
Ebrm, with that proportion of fJdiers and officers, which the ^t^^ 
bit mofiioa tends to aboii/h. Our forces, fay iVie aA^ocaiV^s ^o\ \.V^ 

Vox, / 1 ljj\tt^^tvt. 
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prcfent cftablilhinenc, have afforded ut a fi icnc teftimoay of lie 
propriety of their rcgulationt by their fitq vidor i over crooyi, 

whofe dirdplinchaj been ftudied with the utmoft vigilancet «>' v(i<k 
have been trained up to war with a d ;ree of attention noe difpiv- 
portioned to the mighty defign for wh ch they were nifcdv tbe M* 
jedlion of the world, and atuinment of univerlal monarchy. Tkfe 
troops, who have been taught, almoft from their in fancjr, that iu — ■ 
dice and flight are the grcateft crimes, and pcrfuaded by Batknalpr 
judices, and principles ftudtoufly inflilled, that no ibitign 
could withftand them, have fled before equal numbers of Bri 
and been driven from one province to another, till, inflead of gn^ 
ing at general dominion, they were reduced to defend their «m 
and children. 

Huw much of this fucccfs was to be afcribed to that part of At 
regulation which this motion propofes to be changed, it is aot, at 
Lord-:, Within my province to determine ; the great commander visa 
I have the honour to oppofc, can bcft explain to your Lordfliips ^ 
province of every officer in the field, and how far the number of ia* 
tcriour officers mav iiifi ucnce the I'uccefs of a banle and tbe faK flf t 
k.iijrtlom. 

But to mc, m\ I.ttrJ^, the cHalilKhment of our armies ciNnpri&f 
iiifiorent ViCws, aiiJ ^onncvling various fubordinatc regulat«e<t 
m^y bcccmpaicd lo a medicine cr.mpui'id of diff*ercnt tagrcdtfars 
and tound ii.f4!libiy efficacious in a dangerous diieafc, in mtA 
thiMi^h lumc of the p rt« may kcm lo ph^liciaiis of the profovaadk 
learning, fupcifluous or improper, it would be nolcfs than thcfiiiy 
of prct'crring experiments te lite, to make any alteration. 

'I he waniunmb ut innovation, my Loidt, is a dangerous dixdc 
of the mind i in a privaie Itatiun, it prompt* men to be alwap ci- 
contcntcd with what (hey find, and to lote the enjoyment of good 
ill fcarch of fumeihing better ^ it incites them to leave tbe f«tc Mi 
bi'aten tracks of lite, in tcacih cf thnfe which thcv imagi« 
ntarer, but wh ch arc at beii icS ict^urc, and wh:ch generally kaf 
ihcm to poir.ss far djlL-rcnt fiom that to which ihcy originally ^ 
tended to direct ti.cir ci^uiil-. 

It iidangcrou', my LorJ$, to aJmit ar^y alterAti* n which i« ivf 
abd'lutclv ncccfliiiv, for one inno\.ition makes wav for 
ThcpuHiif aconilitutiun, like a com^.ticatid machine, arc 

i0 csck other, nor cau OAC be Cuivi^d >NuWav O^^iia^Mw^vV^ 
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correfpoiids to it. Thisneceffity is not always forefeeti, but when 
dircovcrcd.by experience is generally complied with ) for ^vcty man 
is more inclined to hazard further changes, than to confefs himfelf 
miftakeo by retracing bis fcheme. Thus, my Lords, one change 
intrcKiuces another, till the original conftitution is entirely deftroycd. 

By the ambition of innovation, my Lords, have almoft all thofe 
empires been deftroyed, of which nothing now is left but the 
memcury. Every human eftablifliment has its advantages and its 
inoonveniencies, and by weak attempts to remedy thefe defe<3s, which 
nocwitbftanding the utmoft attention will embarrafs the machine of 
government, alterations have been introduced which have been 
quickly followed by a total diflblution. 

There feem, my Lords, to be few regulations on which it is more 
dangerous to make experiments than on that of the armies of a 
aation* We are fufficiently convinced how much of fuccefs is the 
confequence of courage, and that courage is only an opinion of our 
own fuperiority, arifing from certain circumftanccs, either imagi- 
nary or real. 

The courage which at prefent animates our forces, arifes, my 
Lords, from a very proper ground, their former victories over the 
enemies which they are now to combat, and will therefore, doubt- 
lefs, continue while they can confider themfclves as enjoying the fame 
advantage with thofe particular men by whom the viAorics were ob- 
tained. But, my Lords, if any cflential part of their eftabli(hment 
lie changed, they will be confidered, both by themfelves and their 
enemies, u a different army ; they will then charge with lefs ala* 
crity, and be oppofed with lefs dcjedion ; they will confxder them* 
felves as fighting without that certainty of fuccefs which arifes from 
experience, and their enemies will refolve to try, by an obftinate refift- 
ance, whether they are now equally formidable as in their former ftate. 

Thus, my Lords, I have attempted, however weakly, to reprefenC 
the arguments which I have heard for the continuance of the efta- 
Uilhment, of which your Lordfliips will examine the validity, and 
fhall now proceed to confider the noble duke*s fyftem of a military 
fubordination in time of peace. 

Whether a (landing army in time of peace is made neceflary tg the 
change of condud in foreign courts, it is now uielefs to enquire ; 
but it will be ealily granted by your Lord{h\ps, \\iax tvo mQVVN^>^>^v 
ncceffry, nece£ity dbfolutc and ineviublc^ Qugjtiv to \x^>x^\n^^ ^^"^ ^^ 

1 a W^^^ 
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fupport a flanding body of regular forcc5» which have ^Iwrnyt hrea 

accounted dangerouii and generally found deftruAire to a fits 

people. 

The chief reafon, my Lordf » of the danger arifing from a flaf»d- 
in^^ army, may be afcribed to the circumftances by which men, fa^ 
']t& to mili:ary Iiw9, are diftinguiflied from other mem ben of tfee 
fame cc^mmu nicy ; they are by the mcure of martial government a- 
poled to puni(hment which other men never incur, and tried W 
forms of a dtfFcrent anJ more rigorous kind than thofe which « 
prjiflifcd by the civil power. I'hey are, if not exempted frooi tk 
jurifdiction of a magiftratc, yet fubjcfl to another authority whkk 
they fee more frequently and more feverely exerted, and wkki, 
therefore, they fear and reverence in a higher degree. Thry, bf 
entering into the army, lay afide for the moft part all protpcS oi 
advantage from commerce or ciijl employments, and, in a frv 
years, neither fear nor hope any thing but from the f«4Vour or tii- 
ple^lure of ihcir own officers. 

For ihefc, my I<ord<, cjr for other reafons, the fuldlers have al- 
ways been inclined tn confider themfelves as a body diftind) from ibe 
reft cf the community, and inJeprndcnt on it, a government reeo* 
littd by their own laws, wiihout re^^ard to the general conslitui.ca 
of their ci>uiit;y ; they have, therefore, been ready to lubveit ;re 
conft tution t'rum which they received little aHianta^e, anJ'iocf- 
prct's (he civil ma^ill rates, fur uhuin thr\- had lofl their rrvrrmcc. 
And how fo(n, n^y Lo'Js, nn^ht fucli oufr.<get be cxpc«:li J r^m 
an army foi^Tud .iftcr the mouci ut* the noble Juiec, relcjtci rrom l^4 
rommcB onligji.tins f f fu. Icrvv dil'unitcd friini the bulk t f thr ni- 
ti n, dircified Kiely by their own oiTictr^, an J ultimately ccmc- 
n*a:ideii by a ma>i who hid the ri^'ht cf conmiaiiJmg nu other * 
\'*'ujld they nut fuoii cortfiJer thcnilclvcs as a fcpar^ie CLmmun.ty, 
i^'h \c iiiterci^» wtic noKfs tii.tn tltcir Ijw^ jrcuiidr to thcmxltu ' 
Vt'o'lJ til :v n> I II' -ii. s.r hin: lu in wh' rii ihiy rccettfiJ ill ih.-if rc- 
V 7.:uj, and ^'A I'r.cir yuw iSm.i:t:, .s (he jiiupiT i/>^^-ct at thc.r fu- 
' :e-!.e rc>_«ard, ^:\d chJcavour to exalt him tu the Un\c Jominton oict 
ct!-'., u!rch I- '•; ioyeii i.i ic^^id to ihini.'eive*, that they nii^M 
(h :e in his luprrrifir\ ? 

A body 'f men, my I..)rJ«, thus frpatated frcm the rrft of ibc 
^r^"'.-, mu.l c ipflder themfeUr* a* euV.ct rni\oUtd «i degraded ky 
AdcA idlliiiiiior.^ and wou!d foon find iY\^ia;^\xt* w.^uw^ Vv» ^5*^^ 



A. 1740.] THE A R M- y. 117 

power of their arms, cither in the exertion of their privileges, or 
the revenge of their difgrace. Then, my Lords, would they fet at 
defiance the laws of the nation, nor would one of thefe noble Lords 
be able to difband, nor the other to refill them. 

The army, my- Lords, is, in time of peace, then beft regulated 
when it is kept under the ftri£left fubordination to the civil power, 
that power which it is inftituted to protedl and to preferve. 

Thus, my Lords, have I examined the propofal and reafons of 
the noble duke, perhaps not much to the information of your Lord- 
flitps ; but it cannot be expeSed that any capacity ihould be able, in 
mn unexjieded and fudden debate, to difpute on a fubjed, which the 
noble duke*s education gave him particular opportunities of under- 
fiaodiilg far beyond almoft every other man, and which be has had 
time to confider with refpeA to this prefent motion. 

For this reafon, my Lords, I cannot but think the previous quef- 
Cion highly expedient, but not for this reafon alone ; for as the (late 
of the army, and the proper methods of augmenting it, are foon to 
be examined by the other houfe, to prejudice their determinations, 
may raife a conteft about privileges, and oblige us either to perfift, 
for our own honour, in oppofition to mcafures neceflary to the fecu* 
rity of the publick, or, in compliance with the prefent exigence, ac- 
cept their fcheme however oppofite to our own refolution. 

Lord Carteret fpoke in fubftance as follows: — My Lords, the 
known abilities of that noble Lord incline me always to hear him 
with uncommon expectation and attention, which feldom fail to be 
rewarded by fuch pleafure and information as few other men are able 
to afford. But his obfervations on the queftion before us, my Lords, 
have only convinced me, that the greateft abilities may be fometimes 
betrayed into error, and the moft candid difpoficion be vitiated by 
accidental prejudices. For his own arguments neither appear jud, 
nor his reprefentation impartial, of thofe advanced in favour of the 
motion. 

With regard to the number of officers neceflary in time of vcar, 
bis Lordlbip aflerted nothing from his own knowledge, nor do I be- 
lieve that any other lord will imagine himfejf qualified to difpute 
with the noble duke upon quefiions purely military. His experience 
entitles him to the higheft authoriry, in debates of this kicid^ ^ivvi \^ 
c^xry man has a chlm to credit in his own ptofeKviTx^ ^m\^>j^V^ 
nio Ams given evidence of his proficiency in lV\c ^ix. ^t v^^t \tv >>x^ 
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lit OVBATl dW Id>^-9i 

cy<-s of the whole world, will not be denied in thii houfe tbit liife- 
rioritjr which would readily be allowed him in any ocber pan of ds 
univerfe. 

And yetlefi, my Lordi, can ir be Tufpcfied that heinceadi lod»- 
ceivc us, than chat he can be drcnved htmfelf: for not only his pfO> 
bity, his love of his country, and his fidelity to the crown, coaor 
to fecure him from any temptations to make an ill upB of kis creliii 
but his own intereft obliges him to offer that fcbeme for the 
lation of our forces, which in his own opinion will moft 
contribute to their fuccefs. For, it is not to be doubted, my 
chat when we fliall be engaged in war too far for negociatioM ail 
conrentions, when we (hall be furrounded by enemies, and tcrriM 
at the near approach of danger, he will be called upon to lead mt 
armies to bjitle, and attack once more thofe enemies that hafc M 
fo often before him. 

Then, my Lords, if he has contributed to form a weak plan of 
our military conAitution, muft he atone for it with the lob «f kk 
reputation i that reputation, for which he has undergone ibma^ 
faiigucf, and been expofed to fo many dangers, 

Diir, m? Isolds, it is ridiculous to fufpcA where nothing appcvs 
to provoke fufpicion, and I am very f^r from imagining that the dta* 
ger&cf innovation, however artfully magnified, or the apprehcnficti 
of the foldiers, however rhetorically rrprcfentcd, will be thought U 
anv weight. 

Thr f fhbl:(hmrnt cf thrarmv, my I^ids, is an innovatton, vd, 
£« the :ifb> Lord liss juflly rrj^rclcntcii it, an innovation that thrcatccA 
r.r.:'.!n|j; Irfs than the dcUri:dt:on of our liSerties, and the dilblvttjo 
of Our grvt: r.ment. C^ur vii;iUncr cu^ht therefore, to be very ani- 
ouPy rmplovcd in rrruUting this new part of our government, asd 
ad^jiiin.: it, in fuch a manner, to the natmn.il conftitution, that po 
dcrir^rrt mjv a: lie from it, aiw! tlut our civ:! rights may be pr> 
Ij •!■'.■, r.^t oi^rc'Tlrii, by the ii :iitarv power. 

f I' :h!t pur; wiV, f.iys the ncbSc Lord, the fii!diers are to bert- 
A'.-.ir.ej )'V a due ful^ordiuation to the magiftrate, a poCtioa t*- 
(*. "'.i' \ \ i:iir, but now fkiperfluouRy ur^ed. For it was never eo«- 
t?cvrrtrd i y The nob!c perlun whole opinion he intended to oppofe 

Shnu}J jiiv r^an aircrt, my I.orJs, that the army ought to It 
fafmiJ into d \i {linci and irdc^v.dcni iocxci^^ >« V\cYk ^^amM ficoit 
Uiri crfy frjii) a council of yra:» »1 t^v^ ii.vi ^\\iw ^^^wt«a^>^ 
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their officen, none (hould oppofe fucb an aflertion with more arduur 
or conflancy than myfelf, but what was never advanced it is unne- 
ccfiarv CO confute. 

Yet9 my Lords, to obviate thofe dangers from the army which 
have been fo flrongly and juftly reprefented, it is necefTary, not only 
that a kgal fubordination to the civil authority be firmly cftablilhedy 
bHt that a peribnal dependence on the mioifiry be taken away. 

How readily men learn to reverence and obey thofe on whom their 
fortunes depend, has been already (hewn by the noble Lord, and 
therefore it will follow, that a minifter who diftributes preferments 
at his pleafure, may acquire fuch an influence in the army, as may 
he employed to fecure himfelf from juftice by the deftruAionof li« 
berty. And unlefs it can be proved that no fuch minifter can ever 
exift ; that corruption, ambition, and perfidy, have place only in 
the military race ; every argument that ihews the danger of an arm^ 
dependent only on the general, will fhew the danger likewife of one 
dependent only on the minifter. 

The influence of the minifter, my Lords, is known to arife from 
the number of the officers, and to be proportioned Co the value of the 
preferment, which it is in his power to befiow : it is therefore evi- 
dene, by adding new officers to our army, we (hall throw weight 
into the fcale, which already is, at leaft, an equal balance to our 
confticucion, and enable the miniftry either to employ an army in 
defence of their meafures, or to obtain fuch an influence in the fc« 
nate as (hall make any other fecurity fupcrfluous. 

Such, my Lords, is the danger of a multitude of officers, a dan- 
ger which furely deferves more attention, than the imaginary pre« 
judice of the foldicrs in fevour of the prefent eftablilhment; a pre- 
judice reprefcnted fo powerful both in our own forces, and thofe of 
our enemies, that the future fuccefs of our arms may probably de- 
pend upon it. 

Surely, my Lords, that caufe may be allowed indefenftble which 
fucb a patron defends fo weakly. What can be more chimerical than 
to imagine that men would lay down their arms, and forfalcc their 
ftindards, becaufc there are twenty more in a company than have for- 
merly been ? That fuch a panic from fuch a caufe was never found, 
I need not prove, and I fcarce think it neceflary to aflert, that, with* 
out fwppofinga univerfal depravity of reafon, itncvci c^ivV^^c^m^^. 

The e&MbUQimciit propofcd by the noble duVc^ v^ Ock^ bxcv^ >KvCtv. 
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thuc of moft foreign troopSt and ptrticularly with that of bit mi- 
jeily*s forces in his foreign dominions, and, iherefoie, canno: kst 
bo approved by him, if it fhould be propofed by your Lordfliips. For 
why ihould he imagine a grejtcr number of ofliceri neceflfiiry lo tte 
troops of Britain, chan tothofe of any other nation. 

1'he expcdcncy of the motion, my LorH<, i<, in my opioion, fa 
obvious and inconteilible m% to lequire no farther confident ion, in4 
therciore it is no ar|ri:ment aga.nft it, that we were not prcvioalj 
informed nf the quetiion. 

Much lei's, my Lords, can I difcover the force of the aflerf ioa, 
fhac bv fiich a refolution we (hall excite the difplcafure of the ocfeer 
boul'e ; we h3* c, my Lord^, at Icalt an equal right with thcmioa* 
arptne any pofuion relating to the puMick fecurity, a right whick 
we may exert with h(s danger of difgu (ling them, while thry hitt 
yet formed no determination, and with lefs danger to the natica, 
than when their opinion, whatever it may be, cannot bt contiovcrici 
without retarding th^ important '•i!! a^ainft mutiny. 

We are never oiTcnded, my Lords, at receiving the opiniooi of 
the other houfr, which we often adopt without any aiteration, mk 
often make ufe of for our own inftruction, and now are become fa 
contemptible as that no repaid Ihould be paid by them to our rcfa- 
lutioni. 

It is Will known, my Lcrds, (bat this aflcmbiy is an eflential and 
conftitnent part of the K-giflaturc of this kingdom, and that we re- 
ceiv^i] from luir anccflors a i.*rcat extent of power, which it ou^bt 
to be (iwr rare not to fuffer t^ be c(<ntrac)ed by decrees, till lh:i 
aflemV'ly flwll become* me:cly formal, and fit only to ratify implicitly 
the dcitrminaiions of the oibcr houft-. 

Srvc:a1 oihcr Lotui fpo'^e in the utlute, and the prefident bavirt| 
p\it thr ptr.ioiit qurdioii, *^ Wl.ctiiir the liucltiun (lioutd be tVct^ 
puif" upon a dtwfiori it pafiid in the negative. Contcrit^:. 
Not content 59. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Dtcember 12, 1740* 

KESPECTINO OFFICERS OK HALF-PAY. 

Mr. Sandts ibis day moved for an humble adireft to bis majefif^ that^ 
for tbt futurg tafe of his majeflfs fubjeGs^ all ojkers now fubJiJUng 
upon half -pay f (^c, might be employed in the army, and fupported it t§ 
the following tfft&: 

Sir, though Ihave often known motions oppofed without any juft 
objedions, or at leaft without any proof of fuch inconveniencies likely 
tp arife from them, as were equivalent to the advantages which they 
would h.^ve produced, yet 1 cannot but confefs, that any oppofition 
to this will be unexpeAed and furprlzing ; for it is, in my opinion^ 
fupported by every law of jufiice and humanity. If we regard the 
publick in general, it cannot but produce fome alleviation of the na- 
tional expence ; and if we confider the particular perfons to whom 
it immediately relates, they have certainly a juft claim to that re- 
gard which it is the tendency of this motion to procure them. 

To burthen with fuperfluous officers, and unneceilary expencest 
% people already overwhelmed with taxes, and over-run with the 
dependents on the crown, is furely to the higheft degree cruel and 
abfurd. And to condemn thofe men to contempt and penury, 
who have ferved their country with bravery and fidelity, to prefer 
unexperienced ftriplings to thofe commiffions, which would gladly 
be accepted by men who have already tried their courage in the bat- 
tle, and borne the fatigues of marches, and the change of climates, 
is furely not only to opprefs the deferving, and fcatter promotion 
ivithout juft di(lin£lion ; but, what is yet more enormous, it is to 
canton with the publick fafety, and expofe us to our enemies. 

Nor does it appear to me fufficient, that the veteran officers be 
fcftored to the commiffions which they formerly enjoyed \ they ought^ 
lipoo an augmentation of our troops, to be recompenced by fome 
advancement for their fervices and their fufFcrings ; the enfign ought 
10 become a lieutenant, and the lieutenant be exilted to a captain ; 
|U|ioxis Wb^b ib^y will iurely fil\fri(t^ ^^^ dignity and ^^c^ux ^Va- 
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Viuvi^ than brtys r.r.vly •Ufchargcd from fchooly and eniruftcd with 
uncxpc^sd authority. 

If It be rcafonabic. Sir, that rxprnce {hould be fpared in a tzoe 
of general po-.erty, if it bs poli:ic to carry on wir in the mafliier 
ni:>ll l:kely to produce ruccefs, if it be juft, that thofe who have 
ferveJ chcir country (hould be preferred to ihofc nbbo have no meir 
to boaft, this motion cannot be rcjcJleJ. 

Sir William Yonge anfwered to this purpofe :— -Sir, to tk 
motion now made, it will nut 1 believe be ohjetSlcd, that it is unro* 
(oiuble, or unju(V, but that it is unncceiTary, and that it is mt 
drawn up with fuflieicnt con fid ci at; on. 

It is unncctfTiry, bcca^ife his mijcdy is advifed by it to no othr 
mtafurcs thnn thofc which he has already determined to purfue; for 
he has declared to me, Sir, his intention of conferring the new co^ 
miffions upon the officers who receive half-pay, before anj ockci 
officers thai] be promoted. 

The motion appears to me not to be very attentively confideieli 
or drawn up with great prt)pricty of expreilion » for it fdppofetil 
the half-pay officers At for the fcrvice, which cannot be imagiaed bf 
any m in, who confiJtrs that ihrre ht^ been peace for almofl thirty 
ycjis ; a fpar? of time, in which miny vigorous coi;(!i!uiions m\Jt 
\u\f Jv( linct], and many wh'» \ver<> mce well q-jalif.cd for ccmtr.aiid, 
murt be 'ii'i^^lrd by ihv infirmities of a-T, Nur is the promotion of 
on^ of thru- c*nilcmi'n c-jnfi-lcrH alwjv' bv him as an a£l of favour ; 
w i'^y '»f tt fin have in thu !t.ti^ ititcrv^i! of ^eace engaceJ in methods 
uf Iif" vrrv little ronfilL'i'it with mihtjrv employments* rr.aav ei 

« a B 

i!t'*'?i h:;vc families which dt-manJ their care, arxl which ihey 
won) i not forfake fir mw aJv^r.t^ges winch a new com 
couid afT'ird them, and thercKirt it wuuM not be very cunfilicnt 
human. {V t>) force them into new dani:crs and fatigues which thcv 
are now unable to lup;<v.[t. 

With rc!i:arJ it thcic rncn, compafTi-jn anJ kindiict's ftcm to require 
that ihcy ihoulJ be luttcrcd to Ip^'nd thc;r lew reaiaining dj\> »it&* 
out mtcrru,)tion, and that the dan^- n and t^^ils c: their \oi^ 
ihould be rci|Ukted in ihcir age With ei.e and ret.remrnr. 

There are others wh.i h.:vc lefs c!^ ::i to tnc regard ol the putiick, 
and who may be piklh-U by in the dulnbutioii of new prc:rfaicaii 
infAoiirf/ir inipuration ot nc'^lccl'.rv; iT\ctit. i he:e arc they vb« 
hspc ratuiiunly rtii^ndl ihcu ^oau^ijliovii Wt v\x« Uk^ gl ^luvt^iH 
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have preferred indolence and retreat to the fervice of their 
covQtry. 

So that it appears, that of thofe who fubfift upon half-pay, fome 
sre unable to execute a commiifion, fome do not defire, and fome do 
not deferve it ; and with regard to the remaining part, which can 
he no great number, I have already the intention of his Majefty, 
aod therefore cannot hue conclude that the motion is needlefs. 

Mr. PoLTfiNEY fpoke as follows : — Sir^ I know not by what fa- 
tality it is, that all the motions made by one party are reafonable and 
neceflary, and all that are unhappily offered by the other, are difco* 
wred either to be needlefs, or of pernicious tendency. Whenever 
■a queftion can be clouded and perplexed, the opponents of the mi*- 
4iiftry are always miftaken, confuted, and, in confequence of the con- 
futa:ions, defeated by the majority of votes. When truth is too no- 
torious to be denied, and too obvious to be contefted, the adminiftra«- 
tion claim the honour of the firft difcovery, and will never own that 
they were incited to their duty by the remonftrances of their oppo* 
ACotSy though they never before thofe remonftrances had difcovered 
the leaft intention of performing it. 

But that the motion is allowed to be jufl and proper, is fufficient ; 
the importance of it will be eafily difcovered. For my part I (hall 
tlways ponfider that motion as important, which tends to contraA 
the expences of the publick, to refcue merit from ncgle£t, and to 
^der the increafe of the dependents on the miniftry. 

Sir Robert Walpole anfwered:— Sir, there is no temper more 
eppofite to that inceflant attention to the welfare of the publick, 
which is the perpetual boaft of thofe who have fignalized themfelves 
by oppofing the meafures of the adminiftration, than a luft of con* 
tradi£lion, and a difpofition to difturb this aflembly with fuperfiuous 
debates. 

« 

Whether this difpofltion is not difcovered in the reply made to the 
declaration of his majefty's intentions, and the confeffion of the pro- 
priety of the motion, let the houfe determine. It mud furcly be 
eoiifcffed, that it is not neceflary to advife what is already deter- 
mined. 

- Nor is it Icfs evident, that many of the officers whofe intereft is 
now fo warmly Mic'ned, muA be incapaciiaied b^ i\\€\x ?l^ ^q\ ^^x- 
Me, jnd naablc to receive any benefit frtflh vVv^ ^S<^ ^^ "^^^ com- 
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miffions. To deny this, is to queflion the flux of tine, or tfl 
gine that the conftitution of a foldier is exempt from its injnci 

Mr. Sakdys explained himrelf to this efTed : — Sir, I a 
from intending by this motion to fill the army with decrepit ol 
or to obftruA in any manner the fervice of the publick ; nor I 
any other intention, than to fecure to thofe whofe years permit 
wi'.ofe inclinations incite them to enter once more into the arm] 
preferment to which they have a claim, not only from their pa 
vices, but from the Aatc of penury and obfcurity in which the; 
hingatfhed. 

I defire to preferre thofe, whofe valour has heretofore madco 
tion the terror of the world, from the mortification of feeing < 
felves infulccd by chidhood, and commanded by ignorance ; 1 
fiof ance exalted to authority by the countenance ol' (oaic ibnc 
of the fenate, or fome mayor of a borough. 

Whoever has obferved the late diftnbution of military honoor 
cafily difcover that they have been attained by qualifications vci 
fereot from bravery, or knowledge of the art of war ^ he wiU fio 
rrg-mrnts and companies are the rewards of a fcafonable voif 
that no man can prcfcrve his poft in the army, whether 
him a& the reward of acknowledged merit, or I'uld him for tk 
value, any longer than he employs all his influence in favour i 
mininrv. 

Sir Robert WalpoLE ihfn faid:-*.S:r, it has been a!rej« 
miticd, that the motion can only be ohjixlr J to as fuperfiuoi 
theret'orr all farther debate is mere waAe df time without anv 
fprcl of advantage ; nor is any uui\^ nuw mxcfurv, but to rc^ic 
nio'.ion, atkd coi rcA I'uch cxpiciIioa» as may be (houj^ht maccur 
impf' pir. 

ri:^r fl.v the half-pay offirr/j .irr n »t ahic tn enter into the fc 
hx^ bw-rniilirjjy f!tcw!i, ^r.J therefore I fbculd iirj^ir.tr, trjt, n 
of tf.* fu .vf.:.w, wc might \cty yiii'*)' lubllitulc cjf'.m p 

Sir JoHS Barkard rci»liei! :---^:r, thoi(»h I cannot difcon 
rrrcfliiv of sny aiccratur, fuicc ii i.riijt be d^nrcucd thj 
frnate c^n advuc impofTiiuiiSi^^, yrt :\i .r in much aciur^cy u alfi 
It n^ay ^jc..!}Acd t!ia: t:ie v\«ir(i tf.'. iliull be left out, as Ucna 
im^Iy oioic toao c«n be ||icnccd« 
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■ But the honourable gentleman is not, in my opinion, fo happy in 
llis amendment, as in his obje6lion ; for the words properly jualifitf 
Convey to me no diftin£l idea. He that is qualified is, I fuppofe, po- 
pirfy qualified^ for I never heard o( improper qualifications i but if the 
rd properly be omitted, I have no objedion to the amendment. 
This motion was. agreed to. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

January 24, 1740-u 

ADDRESS FOR PAPERS. 

A£r. Waller this day offered the follnving motion in turiiin^j That an 
buadfli addrefs be prefented to his majefty^ that he will he gracioufy 
pUmJeito give dire^ions that there may he laid before this boufe copies of 
tm particular letters written by his majefly*s fecretary of flate to ad-' 
wiral Haddock, which had been addreffedfor before^ and of the letters 
THeivedfrom admiral Ogle mentioned therein \ together with all let^ 
Urs written by admiral Haddock to either of his majeflysfecretaries of 
Jtate^ cemcirning the fold letter Sy and the execution of the orders contained 
ibereim. 

This motion he fupported by arguments to the Following cSc£i :— - 
Sir, no man who confidera the prefent (ituation of our foreign affairs, 
die expence and inefficacy of our military preparations, the appear* 
aoce of negligence in our naval expeditions, and the general difap- 
pointroent of the hopes which the nation had conceived of vidories, 
vengeance, and reparations, can, in my opinion, doubt the expe- 
diency of the motion which I have taken the liberty to make. 

When theexpedationsof the nation are deceived, it certainly be- 
comes thofc who are deputed to watch over the profperity of the 
pablick, to enquire whence the difappointment proceeds, and either 
to inform their confiituents that their uneafinefs arifes from their own 
cnoTy and that their hopes are deftroyed becaufc tbey had no rational 
ibiuidation j or to detect the weak managemeat of chofc by whom the 
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publick meafures have been ill-€onduficd» or the niCmil trcifai 
^t been milapplied. 

With regard, Sir> to the prcfent war, I know not bow ihr Bcai| 
can be charged with having formed unreafonable expe^atioas. I 
they confidercd the fpeech from the throne, the mod authexiucki^ 
claration of the intentions of the government^ thej found cherr At 
warmed refcntments of the injuries which thej had fuftaincd, ■! 
the ftrongcd aflurances of a vigorous profecution of all thofemeafaB 
which might produce fpecdy recompcnce and inviolable fecuritr. 

If they rcflcA, Sir, on the preparations for war, on the vulttdi 
of (hips, the demand of materials for naval equipments, and thekifk 
prices at which workmen were retained, they could not but i 
that either fome mighty attempt was defigned, or fome 
enemy dreaded, and as they know not whom they had lo ftiu ikf 
afcribed the vigour of our proceedings to a refolution of hunfebi 
our enemies by one fatal blow, and re-eftablilhing our naval 
nion by a fmgle effbrc. 

And juftly. Sir, might they indulge this pIcaGng imagi 
with reafon might they anticipate a triumph over an enemy vboe 
flrength bears no proportion to the force that was fitted out aprsl 
them, and expefl that in a few months they (hould fee the aaW 
iiihifs of Spiin fupplicating for peacr. 

To raife their exp^ clations yet hi^^hcr, their trade was fufpniM 
by an cmbAr^o, lon^ continued, and In the ftriJted mAnoci t»- 
torccJ, aiul :hc imprciTcs were let loofe upon the failuri^ ibrt iia 
nothing onitcted, however grievous to the nation, that could caa- 
tributc to make it formidable^ and bore part of the mifrrics of v« 
without impatience, in hopes i>f bein^ rewarded by military gij^Jt 
and rcpjiJ by the plunder of Spa.n. 

I»ur« S.r, when lo long a time has rbpfcJ, and no accoffct ii { 

brought of eiiher a vicK^rv, ur .i battle, when it.e\ hear oo?hi«t 

but that our f.ccts have \iliceJ letei^l r.euzral pjrt«» and tboic «f 

the c:ic::r. :«:!cJ unm^i!i-tL\i fri»ai coa!^ to coaiK and ^h^n ihn ».t 

r'.cry Jjv :c!J Li :hj !Q.r.> of cur merclancs, arc infultcj m ccr ova 

i1iin;;c! jv t:;c .>:ur.:lh p-iva!ccr , j:iJ receive ii i rrl.Mioni ol cW 

I'li. .-[\ «.^ •:: '.' r l?M;ei .r ij :r eti.-ii <.>, cui i: be wondered chat ifc«y 

fiifjKift ihc i»ji:v ur imji Jc'.Ijtu, or enquire wlicjue tt procectli liktf 

ihrii m > .1 '. ha ' ccn v^a.^.l, i!ij.r t:i.!L inccrr j: tcJ, ar.d the lAcnv 
• » • • • 

c. :.tv / ;„ .j.v ij "^lA* in*av*(d Vw uu t*..-'^'** * 
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But how much more juftly. Sir, are they inflamed when they hear 
{>f the lucky flratagems, or daring enterprizcs of thofe enemfcs, 
■rhich a juft (en(e of their own fuper^ority had induced them to coq- 
Bder as vanquiflied before the battle, and of whom they had no ap« 
preheniions but that their cowardice would always fecure them from 
rengeance? How juftly may they murmur when they read, that our 
Beets leave every part of the enemy's coaft where their prefence is ne« 
ceilary, and have afforded the Spaniards an opportunity of changing 
one port for another, as it is moft convenient, and at length of 
joining the French fquadrons, and failing to the defence of their 
American dominions ? 

May they not juftly. Sir, require of their reprefentatives fome rea- 
Ion for fuch inexplicable condudl? May they not reafonably demand 
an account of the arguments which procured their approbation of 
ineafures, which, fo far as they can be examined by thofe who have 
no opportunity of perufing the neceflary papers, appear either cow-^ 
ardly or treacherous ? 

And what anfwer. Sir, can we return to fuch remonftrances un* 
lefi this motion be agreed to? How can we appeafe the difcontents of 
our conftituents, or difcharge the truft repofed in us, without a very 
minute and attentive enquiry into queftions thus obfcure and thus 
important ? 

Are we to tell our conftituents, that we abfolutely rely upon the 
prudence and fidelity of the miniflry and admirals, and recommend to 
tbem the fame implicit dependence ? Are we to confefs that we have 
sow for two feiEons voted in the dark, and approved what we were 
not fufFered to examine and underfland ? 

Such anfwers. Sir, to queftions fo reafonable, will not contribute to 
encreafethe veneration of the people either for ourfelves, or our con- 
fiitution \ and yet this anfwer, and this only, they can receive from 
usy if (he papers mentioned in the motion I have made are denied. 

Mr. Clutte&buck replied in the following manner:— Sir, this 
motion, though fo warmly urged, and fo artfully fupported, I can 
confider only as a repetition of a former motion which was approved 
bj the afiembly, fo far as it could properly be complied with, nor 
Wis any paper then concealed which it would not have been an injury 
to the nation to have divulged. 

If the Atbgn of this motion be to promote tVie (vicctt^ o^ ^^ ^\^^cw\. 
WMT, Madtbezesd with which it has been pttfitd^ ^t \wcvv^^ ^t^^M 
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llie ardour of true patrioiifnit I doubt not but it will afilf be wiik* 
iOLWn by thofe who are now moft inclined to fupport it, when ibij 
fliall refleft that it tends to the difcovery of our fchemes, and lodK 
overthrow of our defigns, that it will expofe all our oonfulcatiooi li 
our enemiea, and inftruA them how to annoy us with moft fucoc^ 
and how to (belter themfelves from our intended attacks. 

It is the firft care. Sir, of every adminiftration, that their military de- 
figns (hould only be difcovered by the execution of them, and that tkor 
cnemiei, by being obliged to guard all parts, flioold be weak iajS. 
If by laying our papers before this houfe, the Spaniards fliouM cooc 
to be informed againft what part of their dominions our cxpcdiiicsi 
are defigncd, will they not incrcafe their flrcngth, improve their tvr- 
tiiications, and double their vigilance? And if we are thus obliged 
to form new fchemes, mud we not impute the defeat of the focacf li 
our own imprudent zeal, or unfcafonable curiofity I 

Mr. Sandys fpolce to thiseffod: — Sir, that we fliould demiai 
the fchemes laid for the future condu H of the war wah Spain was 
never propofcJ, nor, as it may reafonably be concluded, ever isa* 
gined ; for what is mentioned in the motion bat the papers rtlaiicg 
to the iranfaAions of the two laft years. 

That it fhojid be ncci-lTary to remind gentlemen of thediffrrcscv 
between the /ff/ttr/ and the puji^ would hardly be fufpcded by ir? 
man not accuHomcd to finatdrial contioverfies and artifices of ftslf ; 
and yet in the argument which has hccn otR red a^atnll the owci^iH 
no:hing ha^ been aliened but that the oniirs relating to palt iriii* 
laiHions ate not to be laid before ii«» left the enemy Ihould thcrcbf 
gain iii(cllif*cnce of what we now defign againft them. 

The ncccflity of fecrecy in war need^ not be urged, becaufe icw.3 
not be denied 9 bjt whendrfigns have bc:a laid, and mifcarried, tie 
rcafons of that mifcarnage may furely be enquired, without danger d 
betra)i; g c!;c counfc!s oi our country. 

If the negliiirnce of our counfch, and the m fcondu^flofour ccfll« 
aiandt.r>i, hj& been luch, that nodcf&gns have teen premeditated i ill 
war ha» ^n-cn curried on by chance, and ncthinj has fuccceded tc- 
caufc nothing ha^ been attrmj?fed ; if our cuinmanJcrs have not does 
ill, anJ have only dune noihing^ ifihcv have avoided lufs by arttwia| 
danger; wc may furely enquire lo whom fuch procecJings are to be 
imputedf whether the dcte.t ofourdefigns is i'»be charge J upon tft 
Mf€a^:h U que enemy, or the cowai<lk^ s«t o\&t uIL^va-, w ^i^VrM 
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the inaflivitjr and apparent neutrality of our forces is occafioned 
by the negligence of our admirals, or the irrcfolution of our own 
niniftry. 

There have been. Sir, many incidents in thefe two laft years, of 
which the examination can be of very little advantage to the Spa- 
niards. I do not know what pernicious intelligence they can glean 
from an enquiry into the reafons for which Haddock's fleet was di« 
vided, and Ogle fent to the defence of Minorca, or for which he 
afterwards returned. 

Nor can I conceive that any advantage, except that of merriment 
and diverfion, can be thrown into the hands of our enemies, 
though we Ihould ferioufly enquire into what no man has yet pre- 
tended to underftand, the wonderful efcape of the Spanifh fquadron. 
A cranfaftion on which we had dwelt long enough with that admira- 
tion which ignorance produces, and on which it may not be improper 
It length to enable us to reafon. 

This is an affair, perhaps, much better underfiood by our enemies 
than by ourfelves, and furely we cannot therefore be afraid of in- 
forming them of it ; at leaft fince the fleet has long fince failed out^ 
and left their coaft, we can hardly be retrained in our enquiries by the 
fear of difcovering o\xr future defigns. 

If, therefore, it be the inconteftable right of the fenate to examine 
thecondu£t of publick affairs, which I fuppofe will fcarcely be denied, 
this motion cannot be rejected as unfeafonable, nor can the papers 
be rcfufed without increafing thofe fufpicions which are already too 
prevalent throughout xhe nation. 

Nor, indeed, for our own fakes, ought we to delay this enquiry 
any longer, left by having long a£led without being accountable, the 
miniflcr ihould form a prefcription againft our privilege, and, in 
time, cell us in plain terms that we arc his flaves, and that we are not 
to prefame to carry our examinations, however folemn and important 
they may continue to appear, further than he fhall be pleafed to per- 
mit; and that whatever may be the opinion of the people that de- 
putes us, or whatevei antient claims we may plead to authority, we 
arc now to confider ourfelves only as the opprcflbrs of the nation, and 
the pancgyrifts of the court. 

Mr. Walpole ncxtrofc and fpoke to this purpofe: — Sir, it can- 
not be denied to be rc.ifonable that all thofc paptT^ftio\3\^\it.\iA\i^- 
fore the fenate^ which can be commuaicavcd Y*'\\.Y\OM\.\tv\\x\^ vo ^"^ 
Vol. L K ^Oq\\<:«^ 
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publick. Of this numbrr wc may juftly imagine the orderi fc^t •• 
thaa-lrnir^ls, in which ihcti-nc of their dcpjrmrc i* fixcJ, and msnw 
<'thcis which miv t«c of ur- to idfunn ihc hotifc, but can nc t cc ills 
thj enirmv to j«ic!je tirhrrctour f;rccor our cicfi'Mis. 

Bat it isi c\i.:en?, th.it thirt- mu'\ be others incluJcJ ia r/i 
moiii n, which our rf::a d f*»r th • hicrh af the war, and the -^ - 
pc-itvi'i i»ur cour.iiy, tijj:r,t : > lUieniiinc us to concrdl, and loci 
as :ir-i nji'cr c\>^ii J ly .luy a iniimUi Jti.m ; it i? theretnrc p'-'ysx 
to !in.:t th* ai'dic:-j ni j-.ii »rs i-i" a Lcr:.iin L.;vJ, cr a ccrt^iis -•*•• 
wiiKh rrjiv be coi mliuJ I v the hn'rc ui:h()ut btnL-ri: vj our cc> 
mic>, :'.ni t".ir if;': c.\ a... ::;..: i^n ct i\::n.!i a Jjy or two w:*. tc r..u; 
than lii£w:fr^:. 

!wr. Pi'Li r::c: v I; .Li- .n ijSllanre .'s fjllows :-— Sir, I knov ii« 
trha: rr. :r.:er of,'.'. ■.■:^ iljo aiiJo:!! of The j-lniiii-iV-atiun will aiiovuii 
bat, it Wc i»il^». I'V ih.r [•iiic pro|...;i'J lo he fpciil in c.XArn:ra?;.j, 
we fli^ll iw>t be diiir-^ltJ v.i:h a jzrc.i: Jiktiilty ol fu'rjerts ; znti-!- 
ge:icc wi'.! V'C v^ry pLnuriviufly dv.iit cu', iiiJ ii' uc luD-i.*: co c^j 
choice ci tl'.c writ.n:*<i which flu 11 be liid bcr)rc u», r)ur cncuT 
VtiW I robaiOy end without any d.lcoveriC:^ made cither *t?y oar cae^ 
mies or c»;:rii:Ivt.-. 

BjI 1 h(\:f, >ir, wj" f'..::; nn: hj f* chtapiv' f.ti&:u*J, i::;: cipoieJ 
by ih. iVir »: or.c lh/m.' uj the in:. '.». '.j cf .::i..:i.wr. I hfif»? ■€ 
Ihall i'.:o!a:.lv cun:i.i'.;c uur dvt::a:ii> ct :i;iu:iiutii^n| u h.!.: a ik^ii-t 
line h c i-.^caltd, :r n ^^Irch any i^^;'!: cjli\ be c\pe^"itrJ. 

Th^rc ni.iy iivitij :*j :!:cu;:iii.i:ii.L5 la wi-.iv;h our dcin^rdt, fco«- 
ever l'>ad, \m1! r.cjcii .::!y be v.»in. 1: t* not irr.jv:i;bl- :hai wr cuj 
fur,iew\ihi>'.'c !:-!5.a».livjn: uf dcr',i ^::, -; i I'wrvi con:r;v-:i^r, ur.xa 
h^ic L'-*-,-n ;'.ic t\ i.iVij .^r.Jti o: ii*vrf mpJ Ili .c, and war.t ot" cc:.:^- 
iji:jr.. i.)ur ''i..: i: iiilicr^ b.iw/ Inn ri;'..: .- o::!v c. ::• * ncth =:■ 
wh.!= vTc ha'.o iri^.V'iiud that ihty wt'c w ■■^i.-j; r. ;to: l-j:.:. 

M.; ■*:.!, w;r, by th > i:o:;:::, wc r.\ ») c! ("l;: tr.j »:.!::. that hstt 
brca J.iiMUli'-d in ili.L f.Vi) l..(* •.c^-, \fcVt') i .rhj s cji i..-crc.*: t* 

h..- .!<;'. u.: ;..i: t.m, . i .vi !i ' i[ < . : . , \^!'.t!c w? ha^c b ca 
i ." . .■ . ■••.•! • ■ . 1 ^.4 :. :• ;i ^ .. !.:. ' ?r -^ui prc.i rvjt'.JH. 

( ' . . . 1 I ^ 1 '. . • » ■.:,.:• I . ! . . : :.. r . J * , iJ":a: :h: r -J 
r: . .■•'■.: ■ :ii s. ' . I .;.• I . fn .•• ;'» r i' «. j-..!.ivl cfihc xi- 

/ .. . : .* ■ .^ t ■. v. »'■; i:.. t^:. ■ ir- it ?:• C-. T, ari;<n I Ui>u.\' >< 

ct: ^:\ . -v.v.\. '.\ .' ;» . .V ^. X . ^ ow^ \(\ c6c« k «C 
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:)nable hopes before they have taken pofleffion of their hearts, 
reafonable hopes are the parent of difappointment, I think it 
to rerftind them, that to draw any conclufions from the orders, 
iceflarv to undcrftand them. 

s conuderation alone is fufEcient to redrefs the ardour of en« 
fr)r every man that has had opportunities of knowing the won* 
accompli (hments of our miniftry, the depth of their defigns, 
3rilty of their ftratagems, and the clofencfs of their reafoning, 
Aly conceive it probable that they might fend fuch orders as nona 
emfelves could underfland; and what then will be the confe- 
» of our idle curiodty, but that we be led into a labyrinth of 
s conjeilures? For we have long ago found that no explana« 
ire to be expected, and that our miniftry are too wife to dif- 
their fecrets to their enemies. 

; us, therefore, examine the naked fa<Sls which have fallen 
1 our obfervation, and endeavour to inform ourfelves of the 
ng of theje fecret orders by the execution of them, 
niral Op:le was difpatchcd from Haddock's fleet to protect 
rca, and, in his abfence, the Spanifli fquadron failed away. Per- 
le was ordered to watch Ferrol and Minorca at the fame time, 
ot underflanding how that was to be done, negle£led one part 
charge by an attention to the other; as a watchman who 
i be employed to guard at once the bank in London, and the 
ry in Weftminfter. 

miral Norris, Sir, failed lately forth, I fuppofc, in purfuance 
Icrs, with a very formidable fleet, and after having loft fight for 
days of the Britifh coaft, failed back again with great precipi- 
. Whether his orders were only to fail forth, or whether 
he examined them farther he could not underftand them, I pre- 
set to determine; but it may reafonably be imagined that his 
5 were of the fame kind with thofe of our other admirals, becaufc 
produced the fame confequences. 

ave been told, that formerly our commanders were ordered la 
fink^ and dejiroyi and that' in thofe times it was not uncommon 
Britifli a(*miral to do much mtfchief with a ftrong fleet; but ic 
ient that the ftile is fincc changed, for our admirals are now very 
nlive, and go out only to come back. I therefore think the 
in highly neccffary, and fuch as ought to be com^Utdvivx^ 
Imiral S orris here rofc up and fpoke thus : — S>\t^ \ vca w^^. 
'ous that my condudt in any part of m^ Vifc >a.'ec^ ^i^^^v>^^:.^ >^"^^^ 
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to S? Mjf!lv frcateii with contcmpc anJ ridicule, and what I hive do( 
deftrrvriJ 1 will not bear. 

If iiny gentleman in this houfc can accufcm?of having re^lciled 
n^y cii::y, or licfcrrcd it, let him n* t fparc infulls or invectives, let 
him n»w exp<'>fc my c-' ward ice or my care!cn'neis, let him pro*e tk 
unworthy oftruft or ofconrnMiid, 

I?ut ni. o-.«. n C'l-lcitnce acquits mr, and I defy any mm to pr»- 
d'.i^eand fiipp^"*'' ^^^5; a.cuf.ition; nor can you. Sir,* who h^^rthwi 
cor?tentpiui.»i:'lv ti^ .ised ini', a'iV:»r anything ag^infl mr ihat ?^if 
jultTv \^^^T PC I.lI i' r* .Iccencv : ih.it yi:u have trant,;refled the r.Vi 
ofii'C?:\ty is :!i' iVl c.t cc.i.urc '.h.it your r^rhaviour adm t*, ar.^i 1 
thii.l; it m.iy uiLhs.\]Mal piopric:y lie aHcricd, that you have b:ctca 
ihf I.r.v- (if i I'r!, r. 

Mr. i';r. : Ni V rcj.llcd in ihi?; manner :-• -Sir, I flull Tubx'tio 
yo:i, ..n i . !1 v.'vi h» ..[ nte, Witctii-. r I have treat td the h iniJU'-Ke 
♦.•♦.■•.t!'.-:r'^r.'> mvc wltli jry oi'iiri* :.j^t!ni:> tr'jcjo.n o\ Ipecch. T^s 
\i\iid\ MieiM d cf m.n.ii'nipij ..n ixi:i' 'i:i)n is that of naming Vi 
contmanJcr, who is not the: thy ii.cciUnly included in the ccnfjre U 
nn unfuccc fitful a:;rmpr, and I ;im \ery t^r from calling his coura^ 
and cap;".C!t;. i^.to q-jcllion. 

Not tli.lv I fi..!! tvtr ihitik it nrcefPiry to make an apoln^r for ex- 
preln.': n.y fiMtii^i r.ts with freed:, n as a mtmbcr of ihia h.>ute, 'S 
which I Tu:! ;:lv...;.s f^Lik wli.it i th:- k. And in uh^t n:a- r.er .: 
{ha!i ?;[*(* ir !•> niv moll pri)|^cr, nor ih.ili I fear to repcut withobi 
d. . rs w!i.;: I fay here, 

?> K y fRT \\ Ai POLE next r(ife up mil ifokc tolh:s pu-paic- 
S ', as I arj' li. t a^'r'.iain;c.'j vvi:h ^i:\ inr.'.uie- |*-.irturd h\ t'-e aJir.i:".!- 
f" .i;::.K \vi.:.ri .: :s ilitir f%ii;cu..t. inrc?c.l :o coneia., 1 .i.n d.lir»Jt 
tl j! .1.1 TT'" 1 -^ d I' J I u; Ic.i;.' the h-Miic wiiich Uiit r.ot afl:-i 
Ojrdi.ii.: k a- \ . , j'^:: 4:. :y n; i,:v, ;j;;nj n':r liti;.:^^. 

\VK .: f:rc iV:'v M'.i-c r. tc; thi* -i.j.i:v-»n [ casMi -t indeed d fvO^e't 
h. caufc I m;: \A : r r .i- v f-.n""'.*.!! n l.ir ; j'.^- con 1 l i;:hcx ne^ligtP%C 
t: t:«a..fte:., v i '. r.a. * bccii bM^i i*^ r ■ itiJ iii ih.s '^thite. 

N r j:f thr ri r.'.t v, •;..acwi .1. ,.v :«.i .V. ri.;. r ab.!j"'ei hate Vcrti 

trraii- ', a::.- :.f (•■•v'Vfir: tl.f.: 1^ '. :.«u'-, Iv i.«y:n^ berorc tv 

ho'-jfc I'iW I ' ::■ ^^. h f.'.f. !. iw ...:i t.) ■• :r :. r.urah i orden of 

w: uh T7;*:v ^-it i.>r i;>' n donhit :. . i^: t.ti; W4.i a^i.tear upon acaodii 

€MAa»»iuik^ ia:iO..«i and pt'^pcr. 
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The chief objcftion to this motion ari fes from its unreafimable- 
nefs, and the nccciEty which it will produce of affigning to a fruitlcis 
enquiry thofe hours that may be more ufefully employed. 

Mr. Pitt replied in terms to the efFecl following: — Sir, it 
is my opinion, that our time cannot be more ufefully employed 
during a war, than in examining how i: has been conduced, and 
fettling the degree of confidence that may be repofed in thofe to 
whofe care arc entrufied our reputations, our fortunes, and our 
lives. 

There is not any enquiry. Sir, of more importance than this, it is 
not a queftion about an uncertain privilej^e, or a law, which if found 
inconvenient may hereafter be repealed; we are now to examin-:* whe- 
thcr it is probable that we fhall preferve our commerce and our 
independence, or whether we are finking into fubjedion to a forei'^n 
power. 

But this enquiry. Sir, will produce no great information, if thofe 
whufc condud is examined are allowed to fcledl the evidence. For 
what accounts will they exhibit but fuch as have often already bec;i 
laid before us, and fuch as ti^ey now offer without concern : ac- 
counts obfcure and fallacious, impcrfe£l and confufcd^ from which 
nothing can be learned ; and which can tiever entitle the minifter to 
praifc, though they may fcreen him from punifhmenr. 

Mr. P£LHAM fpolce as follows : — Sir, I am confident that no man 
engaged in the adminidration, defires to be fcreened from the moft 
rigorous^enquiry, or would defer to exhibit the papers a moment for 
any other rcafon than his regard ^or the publick. 

I am confident, that nothing could fo much contribute to advance 
the particular and didindl interefl of the miniftry as the publication of 
all the Writings that relate to the prcfent war, by which it would in- 
conteftably appear, that nothing has been omitted that could promote 
our fuccefs, that our commanders have been fcnCout with order> to 
zSt with the utmoft vigour, and that our preparations have been not 
difproportioned to the importance of our defign. 

It will appear that no former miniftry have given greater proofs of 
their zeal for the publick interefl, or have more ileadily purfued the 
mod proper meafures by which it might be advanced. 

I am not indeed certain that thofe who now call fo loudly for in- 
formation would be prevailed on bv any dcgcee ot eVvA^ttv^^ v^ W^- 
pead ibeir cenfurcs. Them, who arc noYi 4\\\a\\At4>\ ^''^ ^^~ 

. K3 ^^^^ 
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fpair of influencing by rcafon or tcftimony ; for they fecm ttierq-i :f 
only to condemn ; nor is ihi* motion, perhaps, made fo muth ''cr 
the fake of (»btaininrr informition, as of hArrafTiiig the miniilry mr\ 
dc*Iays, anJ furpenJinj: affairs of greater importance. 

This motion was n;n;ed to, and upon another mo: ion mad: *y 

Mr. Sandys, it was rcfolvcJ, 
•• Th It an humMc addrefj be pre^i^ntrd to his majeny, ths! ^? 
will be j:r.ic:oufly pk-afcd to u;:vc direJlions, that there n i\ x 
laid before this houfc a ropy of the reafont fent by iJm 'il 
Cuvendifli, in purfuance of an order from th^r ccmmlTir^rcri ;:' 
the adn:ira1tVt which h.*.J rerarded the f.it!in;T ijf acmriJ 
Ogle's fquadron, fo much bevoi;d expeclation.'* 

Likcwife, 
•* Thnt an humble adJrcfs be prclcnted to hismajcfty, that he w-j 
be gratimifly p'vuf.d logivc dtred^ions, that there may be !^ 
K'fure this ho'.ifc a copy of the reafons tranfmitted by ad- 
miral 0^!c, that did prevent him from failing, purfium lo 
hi^ repeated orJtrs for (ha: purpofe, and particularly loHak 
iLiit hsn by thi- comrr.itUor.LrL uf the admiralty/' 
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/ ; i ". ' • 'y t' ; •;/?. /• : • . v; i: • i^: t' f te* 'U \ r fit in J intii^ii-fm^i f.^rf 
; * 4 /■»■/. 1 * I. ■. ; S ' .. ■, \'- j^iiu. It : . . ; ^ « . .4-. ; , u t A i- u ji ju cntU J Ji /•- 

Sir, t!)c inioiwutiDn now m^vcd for, appears tome fo nee ciluy i« 
curdi:.:Iirjt.on> op tl.L* conJuit o! the wjr, that without it wc can 
fitly c- r.Jiwlurc in ihc 0^1 k, a::d c:.:aii^:'.c ouiiclve^ in an inextruib^ 
J..l'rnn:h. 

h is Will iirj •**:% xh?.* in Wj*- ;iV motion* aic in a great dep« 
t'l be ic^-u!j::-.i l-v :h :. i.i thrc:\i:v, i:.»i ihit thercMic 1:0 i^i- 
Liuc \i to !i!* lp.irrJ by \%h ^h ai^v k.'tov. !(.l^'c C4ri Ik: gained «.>:' ibcir 
d ri:!ns nor a;:;. lucthjd . oniit'.cj vt Lo:xi:::.ii:.cattng them tu ik^^ 
^•huhjw :;icd.fr.: u!i cf the 'Air. 
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telligcncc, or by failing to make ufe of thofe opportunities which 
feafonable information puis into their power, and they may, when 
their defigns fail of fuccefs, juftify themfelvcs, by proving that they 
were deceived by intelligence which it was reafonable lo believe, 
or that better intelligence was not attainable, or that they made ufe, 
however un fuccefs fully, of all the forces that couKi then be em- 
ployed, and of all the advantages that were then in their pofTcflion. 

But how fliall we judge of our adminidracion, how dull we 
know what confidence we ought to repofc in their prudence and 
fidelity, and what mifcarriages are to be attributed to the chance of 
war or fuperior force of our enemies, if we cannot be informed 
with what diligence they endeavour at information, and how earl/ 
they have notice of the motions of the enemy ? 

The failing, or rather efcape of the Ferrol fquadron, and depar* 
Cure of the French fleet, arc the moft importanr events of the prefent 
war ; events that threaten very dan^^erous confcquenccs, no lefs than 
defccnts upon our Amciican colonies, the conqued of our dominions, 
theflavery of eur fellow fubjedls, and perhaps the deftrudlion of the 
brave Vernon, who is fecurc in the imagined vigilance of the other 
commanders, and may perhaps in a few days fee himfelf furrounded 
by formidable fquadrons of different nations, and expofcd to the at- 
tack offerees to which his little fleet bears no proportion. 

Nothing appears more evident, than that we had opportunities of 
obferving at leafl all the preparations of the French, and of watch- 
ing the moment of their departure, and that our force on the coaft of 
Spain was fufficient to have confined their fleets for ever in their 
harbours, or to have deftroyed them at their firll entrance into the 
cpcn fcas, of which we may juftly enquire, why it was not attempted, 
but (hall enquire to no purpofe till we know when they departed, 
that we mav confider the (rate of our own forces, and whether our 
enemies cfcapcd by our negligence, cowardice, .or wcakncfs. 

Mr. WiNKiNCTON then fpokc to the following purpofe: — Sir, 
that we cannot deliberate upon fubjeds which we do not underfland, 
and that, therefore, no necefTary or ufeful information ought to be 
denied to the houfe, I fhall readily admit ; but muft obfcrve, at the 
fame time, that the reputation of the houfe would be very little con* 
fulled, in demanding information which cannot be given. 

To addicfs his majeil/ to inform us of iht umt ^^ vi\vvOkx ^t. ^o*^"^- * 

K 4. ^^'^^'^ 
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drons of our enemies failcJ, is to enquire of him wh»t it oush: :3 
be the higheil care of thofe princes to conceal from him, ami «»;.» 
he can on!y know, by having fpics in their privy councils. 

AnJ of what importance is it to enquire what intelligence «u 
brought him, or when he received it, if it appears that hi* :aic i« 
geiue murt he in ic^ own nit'j;e uncertain an J dubiitfble ? 

7'hat they hn*. cleft thi-ir pores is now certain, becaufc ihcr brt 
lecn twice difcovereu in ditllrcnt pans of the world i but, a< w^- c.a 
itow onlv form ccp-.cciuies on thtir defrsn^ and courfcs. f*.i. z<: £t 
they failed, it was mipoiTible to know when tiiry wc:e tu:\f 
equipped, or whai lime WaShxeJ for ihe^r departure. It is to b< re* 
HK-mbered, thut ihey form their ni.afurcs, and make the:r prrp- 
rjtionb in their own d' minions, aiiJ thercfuie, have more adkMnz^jci 
of concealing their fclicmcs* than we of d;Uovc:i:i^ them. 

Mr. Advocate C\MPBti.L then fpuke thus; — Sir, this mucs, 
which has been reprdcntLd d-i unrcafonablc and abfurd, is, ics/ 
opinion* not oiilv prupcr, but important. 

It t) im-furt^nr, bccaufc it will enable us to judge, upon fuiSc'nt 
foundatiuns o' O^^-* ^'(-i^ '^'^^ of ilic niiniftry, who arc cenfureii bf 
tv.e voice of the n:t;l..n, f^r havin.; bwcn either dtfcclive in li^iljucc, 
or inaili\ity, f.jr h.vii:^ Icjii cit'cr ignorant by their own fau!: vf 
t!ic dLii^r. . ot tl:e cn.my, or |e:l:iiioul1y pafilve in permiltir.g :ic 
execution t;f t)i' m. 

I am far from bilicwiv/ th.it fi^eh intt-lii^cnce, as our rrinii?:? J 
cxpclcd tn f rr^c- r-, r.tjuris ii.y ui'.i .::. i: .:i fabtiiiy, o; ^ny ciic 
aitnts than are aiw.:,^ i:!ipl'.v;.J lycv-.r' n i:.llcr, to tranfic;! u 
thim i:.forir.a:ion: f:o:ii ftttLi.n i'*j::s. S^lK, I am jiicxid^ irc 
lIw.ivs h(v: :;!i.: i«b<>i!t i.<ir c^nlu!:.:: ii-, a:.d 1 L now hoc whT cv 
i:.niilic:sfl]OLjiu Lc Icib diii^c.*: or xl* tu^^^.Aul thin thofc ol o;bcr 
prir.ce*. 

I»", there ft jrr, fi: h irtcllijirre tvi^-ht i.a. c !*ci n obtained, it wn 
cnnima! not t-» ol>tuin it *, .ii j it the «!c --..itiirt i.f the >pi»nilh i^^i- 
drun was for^L'cn, i: <M.:i.i to . l ;-iU|».:s.J, v.h-. :t \\j.i r.i.: ^rcv;£:« 
eJ ; and it it wa^^ triy Ki..iw:i w ...i it \^.i. t i< '.a'.c tu hnnicr it :r»«a 
failing* whv it w:.> ju't |'Ui..-u, n. u.i\ iuw«. -j.* wcic li^K ..:..:& J.- 
Btcly dif|i;i:chrd to aii.Mi'^i \ .':i*'::. 

All thelc qui'd:rn» cm iJily l..- ic.«>!vu:, in coafcjuenccof :he.c- 
fofiMiion it'iiich his n; •jcily inall ^jve u> , a:. J :^i Atiiih, it is ihcrc* 
/ufc, da i:y ug^iiii^n^ ncccda'}' lo p.uujiv. 
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Mr.. Henry Pelham f|>okc next to this purpofe:- Sir, hovr the 
regency could be informed of the intention of the Spaniards -to leave 
their ports till it appeared by their departure, or by what means it 
can be cxpeflcd that hismajefty (houlJ be now acquainted v/ith their 
inrticuiar courfe, or farther defigns, I confefs myfeif unable to con- 
ceire. 

With regard. Sir, to the intelligence tranfmitted from foreiga 
courts by agents and fpies, a little confidcration will eafily difcovcr 
chat it is not to be trufted. For what can be generally expeded from 
them, but that they fhould catch flying reports,. or by chance inter- 
cept uncertain whifpers, that they (hould enquire ttmoroufly,, and 
therefore, for the greateft part, of thofe from whom no fatisfailory 
accounts can be received, and that they (hould often endeavour to 
defenre their falaries by fuch information as is rather plcafing than 
Cme. 

All the knowledge that can be obtained of an enemy^s defigns, 
muftarife from a diligent comparifon of one circumftance with an* 
ether, and from a general view of his force, his intereft, and his 
cpportunities. And that fuch conjedlurci will be often erroneous, 
needs not be told. 

Probability, therefore, is, in fuch enquiries, all that can be at- 
tained, and he that fits idle in the time of war, expe6)ing certain in- 
tdligence, will fee his enemies enjoying the advantages of his folly, 
and laying hold on a thoufand opportunities which he has negledcd 
to improye. 

The war in which we are now engaged, has been carried on by 
the adminillration with the utmoft diligence and vigour ; nor have 
any meafures been omitted that could probably produce fuccefs, and 
the fuccefs of the wifeft meafures is only probable. 

Should the great admiral, who is now prefent in the houfe, have 
met the French 4nd Spaniards in the open feas, by what art could 
he arrive at a certain knowledge of their defigns ? He might by his 
acquaintance with the (ituation and flate of neighbouring countries, 
the obfervation of their courfe, the periods of particular winds, and 
other hints of obfervation, form probable conjedures, but could 
never reach to certainty or confidence. 

It feems to me, therefore, highly improper, to petition his ma- 
jefty for intelligence which he cannot be ima^\t\^& V^ \v»n^i^^^v«^^> 
sad I €sujaot agree to any motion for that puipofe. 
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Mr. Sandys then made another motion^ to addrcfs h-.i irjr..:t, 
th:it there may be laid before the houfe cupics of all Kr.c:- r:- 
ceivcd from, or written to, admiral Vernon (iacc bi& lvht.^ :* 
the Weft Indies. Which being fecondeJ, 

Mr- Pelham fpoke to this efied i-'Sir, this motion, :f t^r r- 
tention of it be l;ii:t!i'J by proper rc(lriclion«, is doubtlcfi rr.'cr.*:.^ 
and juft I fur the right of this houfe to examine into the co^wuci -J 
publick aftairs, and confcquencly for cal'ing for the papers ceccJi-i 
to enlighti-n their enquiries^ is not to be difputcd. 

But, as the end of al! fuch enquiries is the promotion cf the j«^ 
lick welfare, fotbey are not to be mkde in a manner bj »h.c>. vtn 
end may be defeated. Papers are not to be ccmanJeJ, wh?ca c^ssjc 
be produced without discovering our own fecrets, and acqu^&i^ 
our enemies either with that wejltncfzi which we ought cjrefj.< o 
conceal, or tbat force wh'-ch will be mod cfTcclually emplc\ri ex 
is not known, anJ therefore no preparations arc made to cppoHr 'L 

It cannot be imagined, but tl.at many of the p.'ijZrrs which hire 
pafled between the adinirahy, and the commanc'cr in America, cva- 
tjin plans for the proi'ccution of the war, o^fcrvations on the c:«- 
d^tionsof our own co'onlcs, and, perhaps, intelligence cf the carsK 
of thi: Spanifli fornellrs and to-^n*. Many ir.i''rrna::K;r.s of ih: »;• 
nicll cpnfcqucncc td our cni-inics iiw: be cuilcJtci ij. .n :h. fc p ,".-•% 
but Rjthin^ cjn be cxpt.«lUd Irom ilum, lh.:l Will ii.4l>'e u? t».» f r> 
licut'j a (c:a'iCri.i! enquiry wi;h ir*o:e tuec.i^, i^-.t w.il put it ua .4C 
r.iwtr to c.r..'.\vr tr.'.ius, v* :\: ci cc, ir trcKhcrv*. 

Thcsc are, Mr, nthci j::;;.c:3 wi.i^h r.'.^y i.:Ji:i.: b? !j:j br!" .t e», 
w:SlM)::t 'V\ l*< lK;;t to i :ir c :^ ::.'. , -:.J ; ii: .l;'^ » .''.i i* ne .k'lirri^r 
iv> <i.;iulw5 ; il.i'jap.: wii :i ci:.l-:n liic «vw^ •*. ptj i-i o-j. ;'c,t- _ 
rr..r::- :i:.- Iti';-.-, tiJf i;.'.- ui tur ii'm», .::'d l^.i• c^!i:Lj...t.i n • •' •-" 
C\:*r:'C.'5% =1." I'^v '■» *^^'i i'-'^ -*■• <»• Ii".i t ■:..,'. 14;*,...:!.. ; -nJ J -• 

ir.rt:' II \v rLiiraiiiil {%* '.'., w\ 1 ^c'.iv. .: \m'.\ n : tc i.^,«:.jfrt 
a.»v ^. !iil»n».".:i c::j;^:' ! ;■; •.!«.■ j 'tv iiiiii.i:i m ^-i c ii -liaii-. 1 T'*' 
be- i^"-»c!'i •'rtirt'.ic \r,.-.v -.w .-• < nuv l»c uJjk.I,*» N *•. ^^ ih.c .^t 
ic!a:L» tj a 4..^, \\ s^l 1:. ^ ., :.:- :..: , li i.:;j ijuzt. ' 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

February 13, 174O-I. 

X>£BATE ON ADDRESSING HIS MAJESTY FOR REMOVING 

^IR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

7hi 9ppoJition which for a long time had been made in the 
Commons J to the meafures of the adminlflration^ was^ em 
this day pujbed to a erlfis^ and produced a motion in both 
houfes^ In the boufe of Lords it occafioned jhe following de^ 
hate: / 

Lord Carteret began in this manner : »My Lords, as the 

motion which I am about to make is of the higheft importance, and 

of the rood extenfive confequences ; as it cannot but meet with all 

the oppofition which the prejudices of fome, and the intcreft of 

others, can raife againft it ; as it muft have the whole force of mi- 

nifterial influence to encounter without any affiftance but from jufiice 

mud re^fon ; I hope to be excufed by your Lordfhips for fpending 

Ibme time in endeavouring to fhew, that it wants no other fupport^ 

that it is not founded upon doubtful fufpicions, but upon uncon- 

teftable fa£ts ; that it is not dictated by private interefl, but by the 

fincereft regard to publick happinefs ; not abetted by the perfonal 

malevolence of particular men, but enforced by the voice qf the 

people ; a voice which ought always to be attended to, and gene« 

tally to be obeyed. 

To endeavour, my Lords, to remove from places of publick truft 
all thofe who appear to want either the virtues or abilities neceiTary 
for executing their offices, is the intereft of every member of a com- 
tnunity. And it is not only the intereft but the duty of all thofe who 
are cither by the choice of the people, or by the right of birth, in- 
VeQed with the power of infpe£ling publick affairs, and intruded 
^ith the general happinefs of their country. That therefore every 
txiotive combines to make it the duty, and every argument concurs 
to prove it the privilege of your Lord(bips,«is too evident to be 
doubted. 

Howo/rco tbls privilege has been exerted b^ \\u^ V^Mfe> ^xv^Vof^ 
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often it has relcued our country from opprcflion, infolcnce, andn* 
pine ; how often our confliiution has been re-anima;cd, anj impfn^- 
ing ruin been avcrtcJ by it, a fuperficial acquaintance with hii^arr 
may inform us. And wc are nuw called upon by thj univerCJ :r/ 
of the nation, and urged by the perplexed and uncertain llate of ow? 
foreign aiFairs, and dcclcnfion ot' our wcUth and attacks upon o^ 
liberties at home, to rccollefl ihcfc precedents of ma^nanirr-.ity aai 
jufticc, and to make another efTort for the relief of our country. 

This houfc, my Lords, has proceeded againit miiiifiers, vlioi 
conduct they difapproved, by methods of greater ur Irfs fc\-erkT, 
according to the ncccflaty of a ti airs, or the luppofcJ mAli^ni:yac 
the crimes alleged again ft them ; and thercfoie have tomeuavs 
thought it nccclTary to Jeter pofterity from imitating them by ng^ 
rous ccnfurc.*, aud exemplary punilhmcnts, and fometimrs hatt 
thought it fulEcient to fet the nation free from fts diilrelTrs, w;:1»q! 
infilling any penalties en thofc by whofe mifcondudl tbty inujuictf 
them produced. 

What were the more violent and vinJiAIve methods of procreiL-^ 
it is not nccciTary, wi:h regard to this motion, to cxamirK ; £rccI 
(hall only propofe, that we fliou!J, \\\ imitation «if our prcdrcdTstfs 
in c^fes of thi) r.ature, hamWy aJ.lrelj his rr..':c:ly to remove thf 
mirillcr from his preP-ncc an J i .Jiinfcls. 

N. thine, my LorJ^, can bL- r.iorj nio!era:c or ieiv?e: than T^rb 
an ::dJ:er>, by wljich in> pin Jlvm.Mil in inflidcJ, nor -r:v fofTr • •« 
cxacicd. 'I he n;::j.fkr, if h.* i^e i:nn»c:nf, if \\:i ni.lvondj.t jc 
only the C'jr.l"L':ric:: . • c,f h:i i -ri T.inc* or inca,'j^i:\, ;n.v \xv -."i 
in pea:e a:i li^.Li- i\ r \^h:cli !i f.;. ■ l. s n. : d/t: -r. \ ri r, cr_ v L^ 
^afl -«:«.> tit> of 1 li • trp;' -wn :.[ iii [r. ii -ji! itv, a ■ J cL ^'^e tie rc:r.'!* 
n".cii: ..f an ur.h r-^.\ |.. ill- j v h >, \^ :.i :: i.ncj'.e.! to •»*.*: hi^he.l *!:- 
j:rL-r> by a cor.:;n i.i::.)ji t f the :..m. t:i..»-.:;ii ;:r?, ■: .iv, f c:hip*, a 
ihc heat ».'i a [:i irr iv. .! '. i»'i':t j :. i.w'.::!oii, ii»t U-?t*i»:.lly li-A -• 
!*'.jiili UttA'cL-'i inili!i:v ^.. ! •: i!:. 

Th 'c, therelrrc, ^zv-: \ ■ ■ .:r L'lr.'d'. ;*s i--^- ■*■ "'*c hitr. h3n:4 
but ■"! j.t iLcri, Hi'Jll w.l'.i 1 -v .» -r i" til J m..!i »'i i ^lm!i"» a* "l.r ""•*" 
cx,^ . i.n: :.) .:.* w/.c ihr • ■-• / : A .rA ^u: the t\.::\ . t' ;hc iiu itrcr. F* 
fki'.iv n Hi. 1. 1 \vh I his rck«l :iic hilt -rN, r)r i^ jc :-:.i'!i!r\i with t^ 
!■ ni »: i-? ;il!i n.r:«^:i, iir, rv .':{ that th • i>' *» '*e * '•• a^wji. « ticir I* 
/ire i'i^n- 'J ', /.ik.iu.>, ani ^.^wl ; .vict\i%, *i\'Aa'»Jicd ^y the •l;red»'»« 
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6r will look only with filentcnvy upon the affluence of thofe whom 
they believe to be made great by fraud and plunder, fwelled to in- 
Iblence by the profperity of guilt, and advanced to wealth and lux- 
ury by public k miferics. 

Such of your Lordfliips who join with the people in afcribing our pre- 
fent unhappy Rate not to the errors, but to the crimes of the minifter, 
.and who therefore think a bare removal not Tufficient to fatisfy the 
demands of juftice, mud doubdefs give their confent to the motion, 
for the fake of obtaining proper evidence of his wickednefs, which 
I cannot be expe£ted while he (lands exalted in profperity, and dif- 
Cributes the riches of the nation, and the gifts of his fovereign at his 
own choice ; while he is in pofleffion of every motive that can in- 
fluence the mind, enforce fccrecy, and confirm fidelity ; while he 
can bribe the avaricious, and intimidate the fearful ; while he can 
incrcafe the gratification of luxury, and enlarge the profpeds of 
ambition. For, my Lords, if it be confidercd from whom this evi- 
dence muft be drawn, it will foon appear that no very important dif- 
coveries can be made, but by thofe whom he has intruded with hit 
liecrcts, men whofe difrcgard of virtue recommended them to his 
faifour, and who, as they are moved only by intereft, will continue 
faithful while they can hope for recompcnce ; but may, perhaps, be 
nvilling to buy their own fecurity by facrificing their mafter, when 
they (ball fee no farther profpcdlof advantage from fcrving him, or 
any other method of cfcaping punifhmcnt. 

But, my Lords, all muft allow this motion to be reafonable, 
whatever they think of the minifter's conduct, who arc of opinion 
that a free people have a right of complaining when they feci op- 
prei&on, and of addrcffing the crown to remove a minifter that has 
incurred their univerfal detcftation. 

That fuch is the condition of the prefcnt minifter, I believe, will 
fcarccly be denied, or may be difcovercd by thofe who find them- 
fcKes inclined to doubt it, by aficing any man whom they (hall ac- 
ci dentally meet, what are his fentiments on the fituation of national 
affairs, aifd of the hands by which they are adminiftered. What 
anfwcr he will receive is well known to moft of your Lordfhips. 
Let him not be fatisficd with a fingle fuffrage, let him repeat the 
qucftion to ten thoufand pcrfons, different in their ages, their con« 
d scions, and religious opinions, in every imivj X.Via\. ^ic^wc^'i cotv- 
XTdi'icty of di/polidons and affcdlions, he wil\ ^'^x. SwvA *CtL^\sv wwwv- 
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lu -111 in comjilui.iln^ of publick mii^oiiJ-^cl, an J in cexifuxui^ oae 
"i.;i:Ijr..iii ai ihe ^u;::or ul" it. 

Lcc u> 110! iiiia^inc, my I.ord^, that tlirfc accufatii-.ns anJ mur- 
murs arc i.^ntiniii ir> tin- I.jW;.lt tl.ifs t,{ the pcopio, to men why'e 
cui)'.^. ml a::t'a!:(.a lo in-irc iinincJiatc J.{lrcfll-s» hliiJcr ihcm Uom 
mjkii!^ txcuilitir.i iicyouJ ihLir own employ mcnti. h'or tho.^i 
pi-fha!>^ it iM^tu be m.idc cviJL-nc fruin the jccoants of p^ft L3XS| 
rn4' i.i) ^cl.^:ral J»l].iti^L:^t) >r., even arr.un^ men of this rank, was mi 
jMij.iiJM.^ i t!Kiui;h .1 i:'..,S: be \ir^L"i iha: ihofc who Ice lisi'c cia 
c»iily w'-::..-iU:, I cciufe t!i.; feel ihctnfcKcs opprcfleJ ; and thojghil 
niitiw r.it lintl-fuiialily *oeh;ntcJ that thev arc at leall fjr.'aiJabie Xr 
tlieii l.um!•s:r^, and ha\e I'umj-.i.nes exewUieil that juflicc which tbcj 
li.iJ notmu.Lll tv^pru^'irc, a:).i Ci'iti^lcJ upon that ir.fflcnce LUt 
h :> I'jrt.! !o .:;.:y i:u.:i ; }t': 1 iLail no: i.u'itt upo:i fuch rr*;#:iin, 
b:'«:.iui'^ it i- Hut )iio.:i t!:.it ui:c.::uc;u ii c^'uietnical in diil rAnLS| kiU 
th i: cor.d.iion aiiJ obfei nation are Lr i:o;n appcjfin^ it. 

\\'lu::ief u\-s d :"coiUi.::t tliiiN ^cr.c:-! ib ^ruunJld'*, uhether .1 m 
rai;cJ (iii'V b/ tl.c f^li'j ii::'::.-ja:ii.'r.^ ( f the li i fa ^Y-u'^ccd, an J :h£ 
wiCKcJ a:i.' t^i :iie er.vua-, w''.vi.icr it is, in excj-ii^n to a!i ur 
iiMxiiii'' i'f ^(i\<..ii:iic:'it, titc (irl! li.f. Icl* uf an aJr:.i;;:i:ra:ion that 
ever i\.i:^:j.;J a nu'.ion wiih. ui j.i.l tea;uns, ccf^ivcs to be en- 
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due ; tor their fituation produces a natural rivaHhip, which eirerjr 
cidental circumftance has contributed to increafe. Long wars for 
any reigns after the conqueft eftablilbed a radical and infuperable 
itrcd between us, nor did thofe wars ceafetill the reformation pro- 
iced new occaHons of jealoufy and averfion. France was by thefe 
afons obliged for many ages to employ all her influence and policy 
I flrengthening bcrfelf againft us, by treaties and alliances ; and in 
ir limes has given us a new reafon for jealoufy by extending her 
unmercc, and improving her manufadlures. 

It has been, therefore, my Lords, the fettled principle of every 
ife adminifiration, of every Briton whofe opinions wore not rega- 
led by fome other motives than thofe of reafon, to attend with the 
igheft degree of vigilence to all the defigns of the French, and op« 
>fe with-inccflant diligence every attempt to increafe their force, or 
ctend their influence, and to check their conquefis, obftrufi their 
lliances, and forefial their trade. 

For this great end it has been our conftant endeavour to fupporC 
le Auftrian family, whofe large dominions and numerous forces 
lake a counter- balance on the continent to the power of France, 
or this end we entered into a long war, of which we (till languiili 
nder the confequences, fquandercd the lives of our countrymen^ 
od mortgaged the poflefTions of our poderity. For failing in the 
tolecution of this purpofe, for leaving France too formidable, and 
iegle£ling the interefts of the emperor, was the treaty of Utrecht 
enfured, and the authors of it profecuted by the prefent minifler; 
>uthow much he has improved the errors of his predeceflbrs to his 
»wo advantage, how diligent he has been to redify the mifcarriages 
tf their conduct, and fupply the defed, 1 ihall endeavour to ex- 
(Iain. 

It is well known, my Lords, that during the regency of the duke 
f Orleans, we had nothing to apprehend from French machina- 
ons ; his intercft, a tye which that nation is feldom found to 
reak, held him (teady to his engagements with us ; nor is it lefs 
nown how much he diftrufted Spain, and how little by confequence 
: favoured lur. We bad at that time no neceffity of anxioudy at- 
nding to every whifpcr of the Frcn'.h cour:, which was fufficientiy 
igaged ii) regulating their domedick affairs, and repairing the ruins 

adcftiv^^tiN? warj but, my Lo^ds,^ Wc ou'^tv^ \o o\>^«>it»k >^'^'^'v^ 
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huii been happy f^r us haJ our mtniflcr laboureJ with equal addrc&a 
the hmc employ men c. 

After th? death of this dulcc, the affairs of France were rcSonl 
to their fitirri'^r lUiian'>n, her old fchcmei were revived^ her anocs 
a!^ Mil*. c^ cult: '/ace.l, and her general intcrcfl purfucd. Spain ra 
3\:ifn cmfidered as the power which hfd the Ome views with her, ■! 
^h«ch could never r\vi\ hutmght always aflift her. 

I'hi^ :'li>ance» my Lords, was intended to hare been unalteraUf 
rri<.r.Mnid hv a m.i:ria^*c, hut as no human policy can form medM 
certain of fuccefs, an irnconcileahlc hatred was nearly prodnccrf ^ 
the m.ai'urc intcn.icd tocr^ntirni a fctslcd and indKToIuble fricadfcfi 
The! Ihfjn:'4 was fcnt b:ck after her arrival in France^ an 
which i.o nation wnulil fonn have forgot, but which the 
char.! JiT ar.d h.ibicit. 1 iVrn'.imcnts of the Spaniards inclined 
relent beynr.d r.ny other prc-prc. T"* anyone, acquainted with 
char^c^cr in thif rci'pcct, it will readily appear, that no other 
or inj'iry ci>uM fo fenfihly aftlvl them, or excite fo eager a de&rc of 
rcvcnyr. Tlii?, my 1-ordi, the l.igacity of our minifter ftodi 
have dikovi ri.d, this opportunity (h')'jld have been improved witliihe 
u'mofl i-j?r, hy winch S^uin and Fi.inrr might poffibly have bcca 
difuif't<d f<(i- li^'CJ, and I>ritainhave gained fuch advantages aj cCAJd 
h-'e i:^.i*'r hr; tliC mIc .lib. tic''* Of K iro:ii?, 

1 ;.c S:» ::..r.!-. werr n'>: jJctioi/nt -a t'.uir hJ**, n'^r «:.J ihcv ae'ie^ 
f^Cftirt ' r.x 'rrefidil'.i;*, but .'ivc u«! ih': h>_'.Ki:ll prr.nt of their c«a* 
{f'-ni" b'. ...fj' TiJi:; us ihr fol'.- mv li.it 'in of ihc;r d.fiV-cr'cci w.thtte 
cr,.jfr. r «i{ ( ioim.iT.v ; b»?? at t;.i< t.mc it wa«i, ih ic the rr^nt! 
u :;«•'- rr*r, ? /t I a ii '"x/.ti ni'i :, <ibsai:ird the chief influence ic 
crtj.iiti-, r. ; i i-y hi p '.-ilur j^ •n-.ira:i«.n ditcavcicJ, that noch 9* < 
^■•* •'» ■ -i ' " ur :v '. ?»._•■■■: ..ivc i!'.c Irill cfTLr-.cc tti the Frrr.dL 
^'••'••«r '■' I : ::. ! r 1 iT.^i.jtr, iin^fi l'*rrnch miii.'tc-i rr.ciif » 

a;:«f 'ri .'. i', .ri.- ■, Aii.th :hL- iiun.a; i-» }»a-i too much i^i:it tu coS- 

■ ■ 

fcrr Xi*. 

'I l\ ;', n.. I.-. • , V ir J r/!rc^.J r^-? fiift oppnrt'jn !y of f.>rr- f 
a:.i;ji:. re i t'-'ki j-^ .t'tmr by wii.ih inrv n.i:''i: ha; e been z^ti 
in .1 ::.. I J ::j:.^, -nj : -, w.uch t.ic ptacc of Laro^: ir.:-^: .*i-i: 
b: n Iiifi/ ; f r'\tJ, 

I :.r : .?r ..r.:-., t"nc f :• rl.jr we w.-uld r-t uoilertakc to :eccrv:i'( 
ibui J.;.\:-.;i.c> w;;."! ir.c cu ;v:ivj[ u: Ci.;:..a:y, and coot>e«-i( 

>hu 
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Aeir abhorrence of French mediators, concluded,^ without the inter- 
rention of any ocher power^ a treaty both of peace and alliance with 
his Imperial majefty. 

This, my Lords, was the famous treaty of Vienna, the fource of 
b many proje<^ and expedients, of fo much terror and folicitude, 
of fuch immenfe expences and'perplexed negotiations. This treaty, 
a paper innocent and well-meaning, which related only to the con- 
cradling parties, kept for fome time this nation in alarms, in apprc- 
henfions of confpiracies, and expedations of invafions. 

Tachis treaty, had we fingly regarded our own affairs, without 
lipplying to France for inftrudions, we ought to have acceded, by 
which we fliould have divided (he intereft of the houfe of Bourbon, 
broken the combination of thefe pontifical powers, and, by improving 
lucky incident, obtained what our arms and our politicks had 
hitherto been able to accompiifli. 

But the French, fenfible of their danger, and well acquainted 
with our minifter, contrived an expedient which indeed would not 
9fteii have fucceeded, but which was fo well adapted to the intel* 
feds of this gentleman that it extricated them from all their difficul- 
ties. 

They told us, my Lords, and what is yet more wonderful, they 
prevailed upon us to believe, that in this dreadful treaty of Vienna, it 
was ftipulated between the German emperor and Spain, that they 
fliould employ their joint forces againft Britain, that they (hould 
exalt the pretender to the throne, take immediate pofleffion of Gi- 
braltar, and without mercy debar us for ever from our trade both in 
Spain and in the Weftern Indies. This his late majefty was advifed 
to aflert in bis fpeech from the throne, which I ^efire may be read. 

Of which the following claufes were read* 

o 

•• My Lords and Gentlemen, 

•* The eiftrefled condition of fome of our religious brethren abroad, 
and the negotiations and engagements entered into by foftie 
foreign powers, which fecm to have laid the foundation of new 
troubles and difturbances in Europe, and to threaten my fub- 
jefls with the lofs of feveral of the moft advantageous branches 
of their trade, obliged me, without any lofs of time, to con- 
cert with other powers fuch mcafures as mvj^x ,^\s^ -^ v^^Oc 

to ibe gmbUioui views of thofe who ait tnita^\o\x\\i\^^^ ^""^^^ 
Fox. /. f ^ vV.^mvO.N'^ 
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themfelTes formidable, and put a (lop to the farther progrei 
fuch dangerous defigns. For thefe ends I have entered in 
defenfive alliance with the French king, and the king of Pn 
to which feveral other powers, and particularly the Dutch,] 
been invited to accede, and I have not the lead reafon to d 
of their concurrence. This treaty (ball in a (hort time be 
before you. 

** By thefe means, and by your fupport and ai&ftance, 1 1 
in God, I (hall be able not only to fecure to my own fubje^ 
enjoyment of many valuable rights and privileges^ long i 
acquired for them by the moft folemn treaties, but effcSi 
to prcferve the' peace and balance of £urope, the only view 
end of all my endeavours. 

<« It is not to be doubted, but the enemies to my gnvema 
will conceive hopes, that fomc favourable opportunity for rro 
ing their attempts nuiy offer, from the profpcift of new trod 
and commotions : they are already very bufy by their inHni« 
and emiflarics in thofe courts, whofe meafures feem mod to 
vour their purpofcs, in foliciting and promoting the caut'eof 
pretender; but I pcrfuade myfclf, notwithManJing the a> 
tenance and cr.couragcment they may have rccci%-cil, <vt 6* 
thcmfclvcs with, theprowfion you (hall nuke for the f^fcCTJ 
dcfcnccof the empire, will cffc 3 u ally fecure mc fromanvaitcs 
from abroad, and render all fuch projcJ^s vain and abortu e. 

•* When the world (hall fee that you will not fuftlr the KK 
crown and nation to be menaced and infulted, thoiV, whti n 
envy the prefent happinel's anJ tranqjitiicy ot ih:* en^pixe, . 
aiccr.dc:.voa:i:ig to m.:ke U5 fubfcnient to their arnlMti m, i 
cunfiJcr thiir own iiitcrelt und circuinflnncc> btliurre thrv le 
uny aitL-rrpt upon I'o brave a pcoi)lc, fuen^th.cncJ and lupp?:* 
by j-rudci.t an J {H>w(.r:u! ;.lliancc>, an J thoir-.h .icfiicus to p;ri 
the rcjcr, ^L'.c ..nJ reailv to JcfonJ thcTirrlkC a:a;nlt th'-elii 
it ;iil a/.Tcli 'r*. Such rci':^luti!.»nf .mJ fuc:i mr^iurcs ti^n 
t<*<en, 1 -:ti LtufieJ, arc the mof* cJl*-v!ual n•.r."•.n^ of pre\ec: 
a war, ar.J ccnrir.ui;:^ to Ub t!.L* blvJlin^n ot peace a;; J |i 
t:^rit\.'* 

\Vho ui -^IJ not hr.c hern tcrrif.cJ, my L* tils at a treaty like A 

Our rci:-:on wjs ro It;: JcllrovtvU out ♦:o\c\\\t\\c\\i t'ubverted, andc 

UjJc reduced u i*o;li*:i ». Wtiaicuu'.^i jLit\\\\\*Xt\ \\\\x^ xvkvou^ 
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do, but refign thcmfelves implicitly to the diredion of a kind neigh- 
bour that promifcd to flielter them from the ftorm ? 

There have been miniiters» my Lords, in former times, who, 
up'^n hearing fuch a reprefentation, would have confidcrcd, that 
Britain was an ifland, that the pretender could not be furced upon 
us without an army, and that an army could not be tr^mfported 
without (hips, that the emperor of Germany had neither navies nor 
ports, that Gibraltar might be eafily fuppiied with every thing re- 
quifitefor its defence, and that any attempt made by Spain to injure 
our trade, might eafily bcpunilhed by intercepting their plaie Eeets. 
They would then have confidercd whether attempts fo iir probable, 
and ftipulations fo abfurd and ridiculous, ought to be credited upon 
the information of an amhaflador's fecretary, who, as he propofed 
to reveal his matter's fecrets for a bribe, might as probably take ano- 
ther reward for impofmg upon thofe whom he pretended to inform. 
Thofe, therefore, who advifcd his majs.fl:y to adert to the ftnate 
what they knew from no better authority, thofe whofe daring info* 
lence could make their fovereign inilrumental in alarming the peo- 
ple with falfe terrors, and oppreuing them with unneceiTary burthens, 
well deferve to feel a fenatorial cenfure. 

But oup minifters my Lords, were too much frighted to make 
fuch reflections.: they imagined that deftrudion was hanging over 
us, and, in a dread of arbitrary government, opprefiion and perfe- 
cution, concluded at Hanover a treaty with the French. 

Thus the French in •''cd our confidence, and raifed in us a diftruft 
of both the powers with whom it was our intcreft to be united : but 
the alliance of the cmpo<-or of Germany with Spain made then^ 
Sill uneafy ; and therefore they determined once more to make our 
credulity inftrumental in procuring a reconciliaiion between them 
and the Spaniards. 

To effeft this, they kindly gave us intelligence, that when the 
Spaniards IbouIJ receive their treal'ures from the Weilern Indies, they, 
dcfigned to employ it in fa/our of the pretender, and that therefore 
it was neceilary to intercept it. I'his advice was thankfully liUened 
to, a Beet was fitted o .t, and thou funds were facriticed without any 
advantage ; for the French not only forbore to alTift us in the expe* 
dition, but forbade us to fcize the treafure when we had fouad k* 

The Spaniards apprehending themfcKcs aUacWtd^ on\\\v^^ wo c\^- 
^oJtuuhy of Ibcwing tbi:ir icrjentmcnt ^ ibej Vcvx.^^ o\i\ ft^v^*"*-* "^"^^ 

L 2 ''■ 
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laid fiege to Gibraltar, while our new allies looked quietly on, 2M 
expected the event of their own fcheme, which was far from Scir^ 
defeated by our policy ; for the Spaniards^ finding the return of thic 
American revenues inftiperably obftruAedi and knowing that ibe 
emperor of ' Germany, that crmperor who was to invade Britain, KaJ 
not any power even to aflift them, were obliged to have recourfe 13 
the nation which they then hated, and to forgive the pill aSroc!, 
that they might obtain their good offices in this exigence. 

But, my Lord«, it was not fufficicnt for the dcfi^ns of the Frrr^S, 
thit they had recovered their antient allies the Spaniards, un!cu r^rv 
could difunite them from the emperor of Germany : this it was I^'- 
wife our intereft to prevent, a:id \etthis likewife we enab!ed tbra 
to efi'e^ ; for they prevailed upon us to promife in our fl.(pab:i.rj 
with the Spaniards, what they had not the lead claim to dcaiir.i, 
that Spain, infte^d of neutral troops, (hould be introduced in:oI:i!j, 
to fecure certain fucceiiions there to a fon of the queen of ^pai=. 

With what reluctance the e.'npcror of Germany would confen: tJ 
fee troops placed in the provinces bordering upon his d.imi:)i.\Ts 
which would certainly en the fit ft occafion be employed to imiJe 
them, it was cafy to forcll-e, an J with what degree of g-joJ-wil! i: 
would regard thofe by whom they weic introduced ; ye:, tr.y L'..::, 
fuch was the influence of France, and fo arJe:)t our dcfrc of J.i::> 
in;j Spain from fctting the pretender upon the throne of rtriu r, i^-ii 
wc complied at all c\cnt5, witho'Jt any profpCwt or prunii.'e oi ••'• 
vantage. 

Thus were the SpaniarJs, by being perfuaJcJ tomaiLe th's J-t;.-.', 
and we, by •^'ra:ii:ni; it, broui'ht ciju.iily to ill terms vijih :hc :-a- 
ncror of Gcrmaiiv ; and France wi-, b\ liruc.iri.i/ l;,.;!! a-r:i>: 
conditions to the Spaniards ;»gjln coitliJcrw J as :hcli n\j.\ •.:;* 
a:.y. 

'i'hat nation, my Lords, u i;j a very unhap-y ftatc, \k),„ \ i, :^ 
duccd to admit iuch terms a^ mcJutor^ arc plia/ed tv pTc:c;.x-. V."j 
durlt not refufc the introdiiitirn of i^panilh tri>j;»», nor Jj n wt 
introduce them without the empcior ot (jcrman/s coiif.Tjr, ».S.;\ 
howtvrr, he grjntcd at an eafy r.v.c, for h-j dcminJcJ nn!» fu: •: 
lh(»uld become guarantc-j of tlie i:*i2^r.'.z'.'.c Sa: cliun. T^n •t 
^vad!y agreed tn, and thocght i:.ir! !'. ci Ki h. ipv \:\ j^urclu 1a^ tJ 
c heap !y a/i c ip] >ws ; u n it y ut i \\ ■ v iV Av'.i {^ ^ a'A An -a \n kv\\ 'i ^ v.r. ^ i 1j . : •« 
dciiied s:o gihcr rccompcn;c. 
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treaty with the emperor of Germany, was, however, by no 
mproper, nor could we, after the errors which had been com* 

do any thing more efFe£lual to preferve the balance of £u- 
nd re-e(lab]i(h our credit. 

my Lords, this only treaty, which it was for our intereft to 
Teems to have been made without any intention of obfervin^ 
about this time all the northern powers were alarmed by the 
hing ele£lion of Poland, and every nation that had any 
ther to hope or fear from the event of it, endeavoured to in- 
it. 

thiseledion was determined, my Lords, and by what means, 
neceflary to relate; but it may not be improper to remark^ 
iatever caufe we may have to congratulate ourfelves upon the 

it does not appear that we had any part in promoting it. 
s it is not common for miniflers to keep the beft part of their 
t fecret, there is reafon for fufpe<Sling that they were not 
ler without foundation reported to have favoured France, 
emperor of Germany, fenfible of his own intereft, promo* 

e*e£lion with vigour and refolution, proportioned to the 
fs of the danger that might have arifcn from negleding it. 

condu(El he drew upon himfelf the refentment of the French* 
d now a pretence for taking meafures which might effedually 
e them to Spain, and, as th^ event ihewed, alienate us from 
>eror, and therefore, in vindication of the claim of Staniflaus, 
j war upon Germany^ in conjunction with Spain. 
', my Lords, the emperor learned to fet the true value upon 
ince with Britain, and all Europe had an opportunity of re- 
g our fpirit, our power, and our vigilance. The^roops which 
vailed upon his Imperial majefty to admit into Italy, were 
awn out of the garrifons againft him, his dominions were at- 
on each fide, by formidable enemies, and his Britilh allies 
with tranquillity and unconcern upon the difficulties into 

they had betrayed him. The liberties of E urope were en- 
td by a new combination of the houfes of Bourbon ; and 
, the great protedrefs of the rights of mankind, the great 
s of the balance of power, either negleded or feared to in- 

be event of the war^ my Lord9» I ntcd ot^^ ^^^^ts^^ "Sd-^x vt 
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a«!i?el new flrfngth to Frjncc, and contributed to fuch in unioa 
between bcr 2nd Spain, as the mod artful politician cannct hopcfb 

dlfrnVC. 

Tlai*!, my Lords, whether by negligence, ignor:\nce, cowar(!!cf« 
or triiithcry, it i^ nntcafy to determine, we were made ihc inSra- 
mcntj of the Fien.h policv. Thiis\v.iS that* power enabled by our 
afliftancc to rerriLvc all that (he had led by the ill lucccfs of her 
arms and by her indecent and contemptuous treatment of Spi a. 

■ 

Thus waN the (icrmjn cmp^rnr difpiritcd and weakened ; thu: v;re 
we dcpiivL'd at once of ( ui 9llic:> and our rt'pur.ttlon. 

Our lof* of repuiJii'jn, the i;rca:cft Itjfb that bad mcafjrei cos 
brin:» upon a na:i>>n, is nu'e evi 'cnt beyond contrc^verfy, by the *»- 
folcnce with which the Spaniards have trearrd us while we wr: 
flattering, cnriciiin.s ar»J i'.ipp:>rtin'j|: them, Wnile w« wc- iiiriri 
out fquadrons to convey their princes to Italvv and inc:ea'-:i.- their 
dominion? at our owr. exper.r;?, they fiem to have cor. fi.i>r.*d «.l' r^i 
oflices, not a) the bcnrhlj <jf fricnd«, but the crudgery tf Hiics 
and, therefore, co .Id fcarcc^v refrain from infults while thev • mnlo • 
cd U5, at len!l whin thev no longer wanted our inia.eJut; a:L:?jfirt. 
They ren.wrd their lontenipt and cruelty, their ropS?riri jihI o> 
prefTi'>n^ -, ihcy prefer. bed laws to uur naviiratijii, a- J !a J c!aii2 K> 
our r il n>s. 

To I '.l''k- ravar.':s and i:»i rries whit diJ we op;'->!V ' Whit b;! 
hum^'e ia'.tfaiie.-, pacihc ne^itiiti m«, :ind idle m\on.lrin- % ' It 
flea! nf aflerting our iuft claims, and inconteit.^b'.rji.trrn. n?. i»- 
ftcad ««f pr^'vcniin.; war bv thicjteriirT it, ar*^ f cur-n- i»'irif i^x? fron 
a Irci imI iriiiry bv punifliiis ^ ilv.- rirft, we arnufel i»ir.'il.pr» w::hcr« 
qiiirl* , 'itnijnd^, repreIt:::a:ior)s Jnd cii:,''.:!c", :.!l wi- bcciire tre 
je.l u: tlui r;aiM»i», whiciiit wa% in o-ii po-.v- r :«^ i' ilrrT, bv irtrrccft- 
mj :htir tr!a:u;e, and to ri'iu.L' to tcini'i al-vi«it* u'.t?iMu: it^tiKlthcJ. 

I li'.'S mv I.f.j.ls, did \\c pK^cf'-d, i.c w .;»:?!'. ■ ::* e.-cr a-^ir, J:i 
tlif I niici, tf Iv h. » .iMir in re intricate \ \,*n li ! -r ■■. - »r»e i'iij-i:chri 
t* ■.■•;■ au', ^h » ft:-.in.d v. ;:!i. j: .;;'.i :\.r \ r : .1 r : :';:ii:.Mn o^- *:ca' 
r:;;, ^ii ) ii. ti.e inr an lin-c n » cpp^rj-tr -tv 'vj- !"^"r.'lr» «W p'ln'dc- 
in • ■ •' r: .: r ,hjr«t* .'f.-j in;'.:lti:- * r»:; t". : : ate-'-.; i-r nzw cerSu:- 
II •:' .:-..! if 1,1 w cruil?!.-* (I4 I iirrm.i, il.- 1 ;•»•■. 1 wi« rn*;r'i 
J r. i f '.»■»»■. tj. ;.. ■;" . i^. -^ ;.'; (ij; ,.,i.. ;t .., ;. ■ \-.i'*Ji aAikrnei 
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to expedite an accommodation ; thefe directions were immediately 
obeyed, and produced the celebrated convention. 

What was given up or what was endangered by this detefbble 
treaty, your Lordfliips have often had occafion to obferve, and the 
coofequences of it were fo obvious, that the nation was aftonifhec'. 
Every man faWi that we were either treacheroufly betrayed by our 
own miniftry, or that the minifters were alnfoft the only men in the 
kingdom utterly unacquainted with our claims, our injuries, and 
our danger. 

A war could now no longer be avoide4, it was not in the power 
of the miniftry any longer to refufe to fend out our fleets, and make 
an appearance of hoftiie meafures ; but they had flill (bme expe- 
dients remaining to (belter the Spaniards from our refentment, and 
to make their country yet more contemptible : they could contrive 
fuch orders for their admirals as (hould prevent them from deftroying 
their enemies with too little mercy ; and if any one was fufpeded of 
intentions lefs pacific, there were methods of equipping his fleet iii 
fuch a manner as would efiedually fufirate his fchemes of revenge, 
rcprifals, and deftrudion. 

Thefe, my Lords, are not the murmurs of the difappointed, nor 
the icfinuations of the factious ; it is well known to our country- 
men and to our enemies, how ill admiral Vernon was furnifhed with 
naval and military ftores, and how little his importunate demands 
of a fupply were regarded. What opportunities were luft, and what 
advantages negleded, may be conjeAured from the fuccefs of his 
inconfiderable . force. A very little reflexion on the fituation and 
fiate of thofe countries will eaGly fatisfy your Lordfliips, how far 
a fnull body of land forces might have penetrated, what trcafures 
tbcy might have gained, and what conflernation they might have 
fpread ,over the whole Spanifli America. 

That our fquadrons in the Mediterranean hsve been at leaft ufelefs, 
that they have failed from point to point, and from one<:oaft to ano- 
ther, only to difphy the bulk of our fliips, and to (hew the opu- 
lence of our nation, can require no proof: I wi(h, my Lords, 
there was Icfs reafon for fufpcdling that they afled in concert with 
our enemies, that they retired from before their ports only to give 
them an opportunity of efcaping, and that they in reality connived 
at Tome attempts which they were in appearance fcivwo \»\<L\^tv\.. 

Tbcrc Mfc fomc mi/carriages in war, m^ Lot^^^ >i{Vv\Ocv ^>4^v^ 

L 4 l^TL^w^^'^-'^ 



152 DCBATB ON [fE». IJ. 

reafonaMe man impures to chance, or to cavfes of which the inli- 
cnce coulJ not b? forcfeen ; there are others that maj juftly l*c reroh 
ed the c^nfrquences of mifconduA, but of mifcooduM uiTnlsa* 
tary and pirdonable, of a diTregard perhaps of fome circumftaocn 
ot' an afTsir produced by too cl ^fc an attention to others. But then 
aie mffcarrjages too for which candour itfelf can find no excsic!, 
and of which no other caufes can be affiened than cowardice « 
treachery. From the fMf'jvci-^n of one, the paft aAion< of the ad- 
miral who ri;mrnandN our fleet in thofe fcas will fccure him, bat I 
krow iv)t whether thrre are now any that will attempt to dear t[)c 
ir.inirTcrN charaflcr from the imputation of the other. 

All thf in^nlfijce of thr Sp.iriiar(?s, a nation by no means foniH 
rfabli, ii ihr co'ifcr^ucii.c i.ftKu r?-i!ninn of the houfrs of BuurSoa; 
a rc-ur:: r. which c -u'd rni cafilv hjve bcrn acc«'n'p-ilhrd, but by tta 
inflrumcntal rfF.cc? of our miruOry, whom, therefore, the njtig« 
ha*; a rij;.ht 10 chirge with the diminution of its honour, ard tbc 
decay of its trade. 

Nor hisnur ttade, my Lords, bien only cnntrafled aad obltr%A* 
fd by the pirac s if S^air, bu: hns been fuffered to langaUh and 
decline at home, either by ciimir.al ne;:ngence, or by their 
llaiTaiirc for Krar.cc, whi.h has pivcn riic to our other C2l.;int: 
Tlicii.iteof our woollen manut'ac'ar(.s is well known, and tr.cis 
whcfc tiiiiolcnce c»r love of picafure keep them llrjncrcrs to the uacr 
m^innuiK-s of thrir country, muu yet have been acquainteJ w.tfe 
lhi«, bv thr dalU accounts of rirji*> and infurrtJ'tion<, rat:'cd brtbctf 
wJjo, l.avjnc bcc n en pliycd in that n.anufaciurr, c.n pro^.Je &,f 
ii.v»r fan.ilics by liu oilt^r buf;t;c:s, and arc made del pc rate by thf 

\V. :fcf \ rr\ Lorls bv all p.rtits, anJ t( Kl with irutb, that 
r:r iT> mi...- ..-t - i- . ' -.i-, icciLvnlv h rrn» 1^ hivr :r m. iud mcA U | 
|h- r(;f»;:i rr.zr^z ; arJ s! i^ :.:^: dc- :a r.ci bv t.'.r.fc u^r-reis- 
(c't \ It 3JI. \' ic C'-i V .t, i.'^: ihe li. !ii whuh i cv rmn us by 
\tiiu.iic, 1:. cijfl'- . ! .',jr own wrf !, v,i.., : i*:cv are futr" frd:..i{vo- 
fu:c c.ii.rr iy i^'' *''»!?v of an ur.ii:; t^l, ur the corniv«x;jc oi a 
tTC.*cicruLj4 jjii: . .;':.» i.n. 

I: our ««a:: ii> . u-t.:::*, r.w I. »'rt'-, i::: i rrcn iarefur'^ p*e^ 
mt'U-J, 1: ci?-? «■'.■ . i..i'ic '.cc I ii..: •■taf.:i.i.'-,i: \\*-l iiicn mart la 
fO'^tpcskic WkiU <^c i.'.Ju.iiv u I urlia»«v.«, t .tic tud a.wavx bcc* 
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jKircbare it at a price equivalent to the danger of exporting it : and if 
loy means were now fteadily pradifed to prevent the exportation, 
>ur trade mud confequently revive, becaufe cloth is one of the ne- 
ceflaries of life, which other nations muft have from Britainy when 
Fnuicecan.no longer fupply them. 

But, my Lords, notwithftanding the decay of trade, our ex- 
pences have never been contraded ; we have fquandered millions ia 
idle preparations^ and oftentatious folly ; we have equipped fleets 
which never left the harbour, and raifed armies which were never to 
behold any other enemy than the honcft traders and hufl>andmen that 
fupport them. We have indeed heard many reafons alleged for op- 
preffing the empire with ftanding troops, which can have little 
cfi«d upon tbofe who have no intereft to promote by admitting 
them : fometimes we are in danger of invaiions, though it is4 not 
cafy to imagine for what purpofe any prince (bould invade a nation, 
which he may plunder at pleafure, without the leaft apprehenfion of 
refentLient, and which will refign any of its rights whenever thej 
ihall be demanded : fometimes, as we have already heard, the pre- 
tender is to be fee upon the throne by a fudden defcent of armies 
from the clouds ; and fometimes the licencioufneis and difobedience 
of the common people, requires the reftraint of a (landing army* 

That the people are to the laft degree cxafperated" and inflamed, 
I am far from intending to deny, but fureiy they have yet been guilty 
of no outrage fo enormous as to juftlfy fo fevere a punifliment ; they 
bave generally confined themfelves to harmlefs complaints, or at leaft 
to executions in efligy. The people, my Lords, are enraged becaufe 
they are impoveriihed, and, to prevent the confequences of their 
^Dger, their poverty is encreafed by new burthens, and aggravated 
by theiight of an ufelefs defpicable herd, fupported by their induftry, 
for no other purpofe than to infult them. 

By thefe ufelefs armaments and military farces, our taxes, my 
Lords, have been continued without diminifhing our debts, and the 
nation feems condemned to languifh for ever under its prefent mi- 
iericff, which, by furnifhlng employment to a boundlefs number of 
conuniflioncrs, officers, and flaves to the court under a thoufand 
denominations, by difFufing dependence over the whole country, and 
enlarging the influence of the crown, are too evidently of ufe to the 
psinificr, fur us to entertain any hopes of his u\v^cvUow\.o\^>ft.^^\^^« 

4jC^ iti2Q£ ks bQA^^ (^«u niae aullious aie ^a;\4^ ^Yw^tv.^ tiv« ^^^ 
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of (even millions appears to be contracted ; nothing is more eafy i 
to clear debts by borrowing, or to borrow when n nation is m 
gaged for the payment. 

Kill the weight of the prefent taxes, my Lords, ihongh bea 
than wa> peibaps ever fupported by any nation for fo long a c 
taxes greater than ever were paid, to purchafe neither conqocfts 
honours, neither to prevent invafions from abroad, nor to quell 
bcllions at home, is not the moll flagrant charge of this wondc 
adminift ration, which, not contented with mod exorbitant C3 
lions, contrives to make them yet more oppicffive by tyrannical 
thodsor' colledtion. With what reafon the ai:thor of the ci 
fchemc dreads the refentment of the nation, is fuAciently ob?i< 
but furely, in a virtuous and bcnevulcnt mind, the fir ft fcntinu 
that would hai'c arifen on that occafion, would not have been i 
tions of anger but of gratitude. A whole nation was condemne 
flavcry, their remonftrances were neglected, their petition* ridicu 
and their deteftation of tyrannv rr:attd as difafieclion Co the c 
blifhed government ; and yt rhe author of this horrid fchemc r 
in affluence, and triumphs in authority, atid with.)ut fear as witb 
Ihame lifts up hi5 head with confiJcncc .;nJ fccurity. 

How much, my Lords, is the foibearjnce of ihii people to be 
mired, whom fuch attacks as thofc have n<>: provoked Ui t.-in:.:rrii 
bounds of their obedience ; wh) have continued p /ientlv 1 1 h \'< 
legal m:thoi1$ of rtdrcij, a; a time wl:en thvu-.v t't-muixci tSre 
cned wi:h Iriial flavery, when ihcv Um the J .:].\':vi- p<i\*er, « 
blifhed ciily for ihcir protcdliun, i. Ilu;'i cj.I Sy j! ,■ .:.bic mcihi 
of corruption to berr.»v litem to th.* nu:^ v f the niin.i^.'v? 

I'«i% tli.it corrupt. on h^j t.»'::;: ;:: ^w-.v i if-i < iie nf" iVc hot 
ol t!u" Ir • .l.ture, i-; t;:iv*jf.i''y i.ili-v i', a."..! uithru: i,r- 
irY.iiiUrv I I'. I. tfv ti.aa ,i\ ilr: ii : on, \vV. » i; n -t c\iJrr;'r 
ltr.:.nri Ur.:u V iki;i ' ;; . iir t'.ii.k'^; ..:.J tis t jnv ri .n i 
e\ en be of .» • r; -rnt o ■ii..«'ii, tli a .i./ n.in * :'. cvi\j ;:!• rn ti 
lie thii.k* orhLi.viit, wo-:: : b:-, \:\ .n. ( :h:r ; ; •, the iu\ St 
art'imnmicrt. I h:»r aa wri^nf* re v iii «• ., .l..i.:. .i ^r.. r, - i!ic rr,: 
hjtr or the .:her h .«: •, : v '. T-.n\v:i u!-: :■ .!'v* p :'*' . k ;';i»;'*m« -r^r 
14 ^ppj'Ci.i, thjt lAT'r (,jin* d'c jrurt' ; \:^i: i.l ^.i p-cl 
cxtgericie-, t!ut I'^inr ,.» c ii. i.i .i?..»r< < ' i'" r'..n::T-. .•. r:r r.-jt ci 
fiffti.J but jf J h j'l y: c", t\.c ;!.•■..:.• . ,.'. 'i vi irt t. . -si, 
C'hJ Jit: ; j; f I ;■ : ■■ j . t : . oi ; o a\\ ; » .c k. v .c v* » » ^ - ^ ^* ^^^'^ v» » vV^ ^\ .^ 
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makes highly probable. That the commons thcmfclvcs fufpef) the 
determinations of their aflembly to be influenced by fome other mo* 
tives than juftice and truth, is evident from the bill this day Tent 
hither for our concurrence ; and furely no aggravation can be added 
to the crimes of that man who has patronized our enemies, and 
given up our navigation, funk his country into contempt abroad^ 
and -into poverty at home, plundered the people, and corrupted the 
legiflature. 

But, my Lords, the minifier has not only contributed by hit 
wicked nefs or his ignorance to the prefent calamities, but has ap- 
plied all his art and all his intereft to remove from pofts of honour 
amd truff, to baniCh from the court, and to exclude from the legifla- 
ture, all tbofe whofecovinfels might contribute to reftore the publick 
afFairs, without any regard to the popularity of their chara6lers, the 
ufefulnefs of their talents, or the importance of their pafl: fervices to 
the crown. Had any of thefe confiderations prevailed^ we had not 
fcen the greatefl: general in Britain difpofleiTed of all his prefermetltsV 
difpoflefied at a time when we are at war with one nation, and in 
expedation of being attacked by another far more powerful, which 
will doubtlefs be encouraged, by his removal, to more daring con- 
tempt, and more vigorous meafures. 

What where the motives of this procedure, it is eafy to difcover. 
A» his open defence of the prefent royal family in the late re- 
bellion exempts him from the, imputation of being difafFedcd to the 
crown, the only crime with which he can be charged is difaSedlion to 
the minifter. 

Perhaps, my Lords, the minifter may have determined to have no 
need of generals in his tranfaflipns with foreign powers; but in propor- 
tion as he relies lefs upon the fword, he muft depend more upon the 
arts of peaceable negotiation, and furely there has been another per- 
fon difmiflcd from his employments, whofe counfcls it had been no 
reproach to have aflced, and to have followed. 

The nature of my morion, my Lords, makes it not neceflary to 
produce evidence of thefe fafts, it Js fufficient that any minifter is 
univerfally fufpeciedj for when did an innocent man, fupportcd by 
power, and furnifticd with every advantage that could contribute to 
exalt or prefcrve his character, incur the general hatred of the peo- 
ple ? But if it could ever happen by a comV\n2LUoi\ o^ \xv^•^l<::NL>^ ^.^^\- 
dcuL^j whdc could be more for the hapi>incCs oi Yv\u\fe\^ >\C\^ to.^^^^ 
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and the nation, than that he fhould retire and enjoy the coaTcioJxb 
ot his own viriue. 

His own intered in luch a retirement I have already caafiden^ 
and that both of the prince and the people ii no lefs apparent : whde 
a hatcj miniftcr is employed, the king will always be dtftraftcd bf 
the nation, and furely nothing can fo much obftru^ the pubUek 
happinefs, as a want of confidence in thofe who are intrufted wd 
its pic'crvation. 

That common fame is in thit cafe fuffici^nt, will not be qucfiioM^ 
when it is conlldcred that common tame it never without a fooad^ 
lion in faifl$, that it may fjiread difquiet and iiil^icion overall lie 
kingdom, and that the f4tiifad:on of millions is very cheaply 
chat'ed by the degradation ot'cne nun, who was exalted oaly for 
benefit. 

The obj. iTiion, that theie is no f..-'!e mtnifter, will create 110 grcjw 
difficulty ; iC there be many concL-rncd in thefe tranU«flioiis, r^ 
fpandtat fupir'nr : but it is too ai^parcnt that there is in leaLiv OM 
whofe influence is greater than that of .tny other private maOt^ 
who is aiiived at a height not c^)nf;:K*nt wi:h the nature of lit 
lUit.fh go\crnm':nt ; it is uncontciied ihac thcie is rnc mjn to 
^ the pjopic imp-jic* their mifcric:), and by whofc rcmuvai thejr v«il 
appealed . 

The a:}.iirs of Eiiro;K', my L »f.ls, will prob^Sly be To much 
batn:V'd, ai\\ the lliujgleb betwc'.n thcditicrent dcli^ns of itspfiaca 
be lo v.^Il-iiT, ihac (hey will deman 1 a'l nur attcntiois anj cm« 
])Ioy .i'.i <^ur ^t^'r-fs, and it \v:!! he to the hi^hcd ucgree oangrr:«S 
to i^e iii Mulcted ac the Uriic !:ine vv.ih ^pprehenUons c; d*iCDc»c 
tr>.j'jl>!L*s ; vet t'j'.h i^ 'he pre:'eiit ui.luppy Iblc 01 this n^t^oa, aai 
\ \\,\\ !<• i^e ^'*nc:at ^il. -intent o( \^i |ieop!e, chat traiiqjiui:\, ftiM« 
leruf to 1..0 ;r:niiu;i:, jii\\ i\x' nuXx ,i\ to the Iaw«, ca. no: trs- 
fi>r.4.>ly \\: \\ \ - \ l::1'.'J. tiie i\\ i!;lii 1 iisai m>w take Iea%c to OkAic 
)(M;r Lori!;:..; r, :-j ci>n)(.!uo wiili: AnJ 1 mn-.c, ** I'h^t an hbia^ 
a!.!:ei. ..c |Ki:r'.v:d (,) 1^:, nirjl'tVy moll hun;b!v ti> advtic ani ^c- 
i--'^<> 1- ^ :: , rv, tiut iie uii! le v.\^ji\ <:ra*.iou:lv p'.raUd tu res>9«t 
'u ii Ml <.^f^Me ^;: K-ihea W . !p \\ • kiii^ii: ot iT\z mcul n^^ff 
: v\- '-.lie :\ h u\ hril coir.m:ii:ji.(r cf :.ii maicO)% trcaU'^i 
... ' ■ r»' ilic rxf 'iCTtHivr, a!.! *..n'.' i»i h:s rrajel!) '» iiha:. tv* 
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He was feconded by Lord Abingdon in the following manner :— 
My Lords, the copioufnefs and pcrfpicuity with which the noble 
lord has laid down the reafons of his motion, make it neither eafy 
nor neceflary to enlarge upon them. I fhall therefore only offer to 
your Lordfhips a few thoughts upon the authority of common fame, 
as the evidence upon which the motion is in part founded. 

That all the mifcarriages of our late meafures are by common fame 
imputed to one man, I fuppofe, will not be denied, nor can it, in 
mj opinion, be reafonably required, that in the prefent circumftanccs 
of things any other proof (hould be brought againft him* 

Common fame, my Lords, is admitted in courts of law as a 
kind of auxiliary or fupplemental evidence, and is allowed to corro- 
borate the caufe which it appears to favour. The general regtrd 
which every wife man has for his charader, is a proof that in the 
cftimation of all mankind, the teftimonj of common fame is of too 
g;reat importance to be difregarded. 

* If weconfider the nature of popular opinions on publick affairs, it 
will be difficult to imagine by what means a perfuafion not founded 
on truth fhould univerfally take poflefHon of a people; it will be yet 
more difficult to believe that it (hould preferve its empire, and that 
in oppofition to every art that can be made ufeof to undeceive them, 
they (hould pertinacioufly adhere to an error not imbibed in their 
education, nor connected with their intereft. And how has any maa 
been originally prejudiced againfl: the prefent minifter? Or what 
palfion or intereft can any man gratify, by imagining or declaring his 
country on the verge of ruin ? The multitude, my Lords, ccnfure 
and praife without diffimulation, nor were ever accufed of difgyiftng 
their (entiments , their voice is at leaft the voice of honefty, and has 
been termed the voice of heaven by that party of which thofe aiFedl to 
be thought whom it now condemns. 

Let it not be urged, that the people are eafily deceived, that they 
think and fpeak merely by caprice, and applaud or condemn without 
any calm enquiry or fettled determination ; thefe cenfurcs are ap« 
plicable only to fuddcn tumults, and gufts of zeal excited by fal- 
lacious appearances, or by the alarms of a falfe report induftrioufly 
difleminated, but have no relation to opinions gradually propagated, 
and flowly received. 

If the crediiJir/ of tbe people expofes them to fo eaL?^ ^ti ^!^^x^^5!&LW. 
of every report, why have the writers for tVve mviv\^^t \^n\xx^ ^^ 
UUc credit f Why liaKC all the loud dccUmaiUou^ ^^ vV^ v:o^>^^^^ 



►r> 



158 DEBATE OH [PEI 

arguments, the artful infinuations, and poritiveaflcrticniw^k! 
been for many years circulated round the nation, at the exfc 
the governmcnty produced no cfftA upon the people, nor copi 
any man who was not apparently bribed to refign his privjir q 
to that of his patrons ? Whence comes it, my Lor J$, that L 
is more fucccfsful than truth, and that the nation ii inclioci » 
plain rather than to triumph i It is well known that the pcfi 
been charged in all former agc<;, with bcin > too much da7zlei 
glitter of fortune, and the fplcndour of fuccefs, and fac!:o»i&{ 
applaufes not according to the degrees of merit, but prof^^.tiii 
minifteri my Lords, has defeated his o(.poncnti in almoft a* 
attempts ; his friends have founded vicloiy every fcliion, acJ 
people declare againll him ; his aJvcri'aries ha\»r reared t: 
country with all the vexation of dil'appointment^ and h^vr bi 
warded for their unfuccefsful eftbris with general acclamut: ^lu 
is it, my Lords, but the power of truth, that can preicivc 1 
quiflicd from ridicule, and influerice the naiiim (o l*.iuv.- ::. 
only patrons of their coDuncrcc aiid Iibcxiy, in of- ciiUi);. :j 
writers and voters for themiinnrv ? 

If wc confult hiftory, my Loids, how frlJom do we r.rd 
nocent miniller ovcrwheluud with iiWaiiiy f l.ti.nwcnt ir. 
fv^meiinies been dcilio\cJ bv ihc h:iftv iu:v, bu: k.'i:ct!\ c.;: 
fi. t tic J haired ol tlur jM'iulAv.e. h vin ihat fury !. :> ^t -era 
kindled by real grievance^ tlic^ikili iir,u:cd to tlvnC m'.* 
flurc in producing ihcm ; bj: wIk:i ilic tciiij-tf: c; t:». ;r ri. :^ ■ 
fubfi.ieJ, ilicy have fclJi'ru icfu.La i 1 l.v-ar ti'.it!», a^ J tj w..: 
lliepiii.iit Uuni tlu'Oiprcll»»'. 

Hi.: i!'.ou:hit Qiould be -ckTiavIi.! ■ .*, irv 1-c.r.* , :h«i tV- 
hue b.i'ji bi;i;JtJ by t«I:l: rcp:L•^■l.l^: o'-s, ::::J :h.i* ur, c v- 
i:iiJ;l. xeicJ, for: c ii.Giirr.ir w: :^h r.i' cr hz^ I .n k:.:.A ;: : 
in any liaic bcWirr, hii Ji: \\:{,r.\ ?>c 11; ':> ': i\':r2 :Kt. r i-u;^ 1 
Vwtas pill I*.k h.ij'j j::(!'j i !)u- r.J r.f ^ \ r; ir.t:i{, . n.' 1:1 r 
W liJi'py ih^t ih.n^*. III • (i !i Ti!:.Vrab!i\ :: :* in r.\ * / . ■ .i". t 
I.) tl.c l.tir.uur if l.i» nil' ;:v, :i*,.i t 1 :h f:;..*- .. .:\ xi i'r-.z 

'I'l.c Ou..»: »•*" N: ■'.*.•. :i.L ui-l..-.! i* r . ^::\,:"i-- 
L'f-^, It I- r u w.:-!.,*.: v.\.:J.: t:..;t 1 i.t.: . :• r.^'-i :»» i.rc 
a/ J /Si r .; r.::.r, a hj. i ;. -.v ':■.:! :i :;...• . •..:....'.!.. - tc : 
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sen raiTed, fo weakly fupported by evidence. I cannot think 
y other attefiaiion is needful for the vindication of the right 
able gentleman, whofe conduA is this day to be examined^ 
e declaration of the noble lord, that there appears no pofitive 
reagainft him. 

pretence that no evidence can be expeded while he continuesi 
»refent ftation, is too openly fallacious to impofe upon your 
ips i for why (hould his influence bt greater, and his power 
iftible than that of other minifters, who are well known Co 
)und accufers in the height of their authority, and to have 
agged to punifhment almoft from behind the throne i 
fufficiently known, that during the continuance of this ad- 
ition, many have been difmifled from their employments, who 
aot altogether unafiedled with the lofs, and from whofe refent- 
difcovery of wicked meafures might be reafonably expcSttd^ 
acquaintance with the fccrets of the government muft have 
pportunities of dete&ing them. If, therefore, no particular 
are charged upon him, if his enemies confine themfelves to 
furmifes, and general declamations, we may reafonably con* 
that his behaviour has been at leafl blamelefs. For what caa 
;her encomium than the filence of thofe who have made ic 
ncfs of years to difcover fomething that might be alleged 
him on the day of trial. 

}ofe that no man can queftion the penetration of thofe noble 
ho have opened this debate, and I, my Lords, (hall be very far 
finuating that cowardice fuppreiTes any of their fentiments. As 
ie(i reproach that can be thrown upon any man, is to fugged 
fpeaks what he does not think, the next degree of meannefs 
)e to think what be dares not fpeak, when the publick voice 
ountry calls upon him. ' 

1 therefore popular reports.are alleged as the foundation of the 
it is probable that it is not founded in reality upon known 
or attefted hQsy and if the fudden blafts of fame may be 
J equivalent to attefted accufations, what degree of virtue can 
zcurity i 

the clamour is fo loud and fo general as it is reprefented, I 
3ver no neceffity of admitting ; but however the populace may 
:n exafperated againft him, we arc furely rvol to b^ \tv^>i^w^^\ 

complaiats, without enquiring into tJti^ ciufe o^ ^^^^m^ ^.^^ 

\»!voitcvvcv^ 
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informing onrfelves whether they proceed from real bardlhipi 
neceflarj feveritief, and calamities too heavjr to be borne, m 
caprice, and inconflancy, idle rumours, and artful reprc&aa 

I very readily allow, my Lords, that oochtng has been le 
attempted that might fill the people with fufpicion and difeo 
^hat inevitable calamities have been imputed to mifconduA, 
treachery, and even the inconftancy of the winds and fcvoi 
the weather charged upon the right honourable genileman, the 
libels that are in every man's hand, are a ftanding. evidencr; 
tho' I fliould grant that the people never complain without caufi, 
that their burthens are always heavy before they endeavour to 
them oiF, yet it will by no means follow, that they do nor feme 
miftaketbe caufe of their miferies, and impure their bunheoi i 
cruelty of thofe whofe utmoft application is employed to h 
them. 

Common fame is therefore, my Lords, no fufficirnr grow 
fuch acenfure as this, a cenfure that condemns a man long vei 
high employments, long honoured with the confidroce of hii 
leign, anddiftinguifhed by the friendlhip of the moft illuOrioM 
fons in the nation, to infamy and cuntempt, unheard, and eta 
accufed ; for he againft whom nothing is produced but s 
charges, fupportcd by the evidence of common fame, miy be 
cflecmcd to be free from accufanon. 

That other evMence will appear againft him when be fliall 
duccil, in confcquence of our a^rrecing to this mntir*n, to tSt 
with his fcllow-fubjedlsi that all informations arc now precld 
the terrors of refentment, or the expcA.itions ot f avotiri hji 
inrniuaied by the noble loid, who made the mi.i on : whctl 
ir.finuition be founded only upoti ccri^.tiirr^ whc:ner ic he 
thofc vifions which are raifeJ by hope in a warm in aginatu 
upon any private informations comniumc.i'eJ tu h:s Ix>rJih:pv 
tend not lo determine ^ but if wc mav jmiI;*; from the know 
duflof the opp^ifition, if wc conGJer their frrq»icnt triumphs 
the battle, and their chlmericjil fchcme* of difrovi-rirs, or p 
tion^ an*! pun.nitnents, tlicir conllani aiPuranje nt fjcceU up 
a}'pr)ach of a new ccntrt^, an.l (heir daily predu)>Mnk r4 tk 
of the admin;(!ra(ion, wc car.not but f. !; c>5l that n.en fo lot 
cuffomcJ to impofe upan thtxCclvc^^ atxd flatter one anoihc 
i^ac/cus hopes, may now IVicwifebc Axt«ivw:^o^ \i\vc'\v^5^^ 
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bey never wil! seceive, and amuftng themfelves with fufpicions which 
bey hav«>fio reafonable expectation of feeing confirmed. 

And toconfefs the truth, my Lords^ if I may be alIowc;|d, in imi* 
tation of thefe patrons of their country^ to indulge my own imagi- 
aattfi, and prefume to look forward to the future condudl of thofe 
vho have exerted fuch unwearied induftry in their attempts upon the 
idminiftration, and fo long purfued the right honourable gentleman 
rith enquiries, examinations, rhetoric, and ridicule,! cannot but 
ind myfelf inclined to queftion whether,^after their motion fhall have 
»ecn received in this houfe, and their petition granted by his majefty^ 
hey will very folicitoufly enquire after evidence, or be equally dili« 
(cnt in thedifcovery of truth, as in the perfecution of the miniftcr. 

lam afraid) my Lords, that they will be too deeply engaged in 
iie care of making a dividend of the plunder in jufi proportions, to 
ind leifure for purfuit of the enemy, and that the fight of vac-nt 
K>fts, large falaries, and extenfive power, will revive fome padlons, 
^bich the love of their country has not yet wholly extinguifhed, and 
eave in their attention no room for deep refledions, and intricate 
MMjuiries. There have formerly, my Lords, been patriots, who^ 
jpon a fudden advancement to a place of profit^ have been immedi- 
Itely lulled into tranquillity, Icarhed to repofe an implicit confidence 
n the minifters, forgotten to harangue, threaten, ehquire^ and 
;>roteft, and fpent the remaining part of their lives in the harm- 
lefs amufement of counting their falaries, perquifites, and gratuities. 

How great, my Lords, would be the difappointment of the peo- 
)Iey that unhappy people which has been long negleded and opprefT* 
^, which fo juftly dctefls the minifter, and calls fo loudly for ven« 
^eance, when they (ball fee their defenders remit the vigour of the 
purfuit, when once the minifler flies before theiti, and iiiftead of 
driving him into exile, contend about his places ! 

Unhappy then furely, .my Lords, would the nation be : the ad- 
miniftration, we are told, is already Univerfally abhorred, and its hope 
Is 4>nly in the oppofition ; but fhould the zeal of the patriots once 
grow cold, (hould they difcover to the publick, that they have been 
labouring not for general liberty, but for private advantage ; that 
they were enemies to power only becaufe it was not in their hands ^ 
and difapproved the meafures of the government only becaufe they 
were not confulted ; how inevitably muft the ^to^\t \>Cv^xv ^\t^lw\tv\5l 
defpairj bow certain muft they then iii\ag|\ue iVicu ^^^T\\OA'>tv\ 

Vol. I. M 
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truft, than mere fpecimehs of their memory, their rhetoric^ or t 
malice. 

Even the noble Lord, who mud be confefled to bare (hew 
very exteoflve acquaintance with foreign affairs, tnd to have veri 
curarely confidered the interefti and difpofitions of the prince 
Europe, has yet failed in the order of time, and by one error 1 
much invalidated his charge of mifcondud in foreign aitatrs. 

The treaty of Vienna, my Lords, was not produced by tk 
je£iion of the Infanta, unlefs a treaty that was made before it o 
be the confequcnce of it -, fo that there was no fuch opporti 
thrown into our hands as the noble Lord has been pleafcd 10 rrpic 
Spain had difcovereJ hcrfelf our enemy, and our enemy in theb 
eft degree, before the French provoked her by that infuiti 
th.erefore, how much foever (he might be enraged againft ¥n 
there was no profpe^l that (he would favour us, nor couZJ we 
courted her alliance without the lowcft degree of meanncu 
diihonour. 

See then, my Lords, this atrocious accufation founded upon 
dates, upon a prepofterous arrangement of occurrences ; beha 
vaniOi into fmoke at the approach of truth, and let this in4 
CL^nvince us how eafy it-is to foim chimerical blur.d^s, and la 
grofs follies to the wiiVft adminiftration ; how cafy it is to cl 
others with miftakcs, anJ how difficult to avoid them. 

But we arc told, my Lords, that the dangers of the confed^ 
at Vienna were merely imaginary, that no contzact was m«i 
the difddvantageof our dominions, or of our commerce, and 1^ 
the wcakncfs of the Spaniards and Germans had cortrivej in 
fcheme, it would foon have been difcovcxcd by them to be an 
dream, a plan impofllbie to be reduced to execution. 

\Vc have been amufed, my Lords on this occafion with | 
profufionof miith and ridicule, and have received the ccnfoIaiH 
hearing that Britain is an ifland, and that an ifland is not to bi 
vaded without (hips. We have been informed o: the nature o 
king*s territories, and of the natural Hrengih ot the fortrei 
Gibraltar; but the noble Lord forget ihii thju^h Britain has m 
minions on the contment, yet our fovereiijn has there a very a 
five country* which, though we arc nut to make war for the 
of /frcngthcning or c lUrging '\i, >iic mc Cmi^*v w deknd wha 
hMrc duwa an invafioa upon it. 
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The weaknefs of the Spaniards, my Lords, has been alft much 
enlarged upon, but the ftrength of the Jacobites at home has been 
pailed over in filence, though it is apparent how eafily the pretender 
might have landed here, and with what warmth his caufe would have 
been efpoufed, not only by thofe whofe religion avowed and pro- 
fefled makes them the enemies of the prcfent royal family, but 
by many whom profpeds of interefl:, the love of novelty, and rage 
of difappointment, might have inclined to a change. 

That no fuch^ftipulations were made by that treaty, that no injury 
was intended to our commerce, nor any invafion propofed in favour 
of the pretender, are very bold aflfertions, and though they could 
be fupported by all the evidence that negatives admit of, yet will not 
eafily be believed by your Lordfliips, in oppodtion to the folemn af- 
furances of his late majefty. It is evident from this inftancehow much 
prejudice prevails over argument; they are ready to condemn the right 
honourable gentleman to whom they give the title of fole minlAer, 
upon the fufFrage of common fame, yet will not acquit him upon the 
teftimony of the kinghimfelf. 

But, my Lords, the arguments alleged to prove the improbability of 
fuch a confederacy, are fo weak in themfelves, that they require no 
fuch illuftrious evidence to overbalance them. For upon what are 
they founded, but upon the impoffibility of executing fuch defigns ? 

It is well known, my Lords, how differently different parties 
confider the fame caufe, the fame defigns, and the fame ftate of 
affairs. Every man is partial in favour of his own equity, (Irength, 
ind fagacity. Who can fhew that the fame falfe opinion of their 
mrn power, and of our inteffine divifibns, which now prompts the 
Spaniards to contend with us, might not then incite them to invade 
js, or at lead to countenance the attempts of one, whom they are in- 
luftrioufly taught to believe the greateft part of the nation is ready 
:o receive ? 

That they might have injured our trade is too evident from our 
^refent experience, and that they would have fupported the Oflend 
x>mpany, which they efpoufed in an open manner, is undeniable* 
Nor is it in the lead unlikely, that elated with the certain power of 
ioing much mifchief, and with the imaginary profpefls of far 
greater etfefts, they might engage in a confederacy, and farther at- 
tempts againd us. 

1 sun fjf frcm imnginingy my Lords, that \X.N?^^\tv >^\^ \tyK^^ ^^ 

M ^ 
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the (Servians and Spaniards united to force the prcten<lcr u^m 
though we had flood alone againft them ; but the im(>o!a=Uir 
Aicccc'dipg in their dcfi^n was not then fo apparent tocheinas it i 
prcfcpt to us ; thev had manv rrafons to with, and therefore m 
not be \cu-^ without fonic to helitrvr it pra3icabie ; and it wai 
the JaPgcr but the infu'.t that determined his late majcQy to r 
into an aiiiancc with France. 

Wur, my Lorth, is aiwavs to he avoided, if the polTciIi'^nf 
reputation of a people can be prefervrd without it ; it was there 
more tlij^iblc to oblige them to lay afi Je their fcheme whtie it wa 
or;Iy in iJca, than to <kfeat it in its execution. And an a^lt 
with Trance efTcctu Jiy retrained the emperor, as our flecti in J 
rica reJijccJ the Hp.iniards to dcfirc peace. 

Why we d\l not leizc the car;:o of the galleons, has been < 
allied, and a:^ often fuch anfwers have been returned as ou^^t t< 
tiifv ar.v rnii.r.al examiner. Wc did no: fcize them, mr Lorji, 
caulV a )a:^er part belonged to ether nai <uis than to the Sp*t,i 
and brcauftr the intcrttU rf our tiadc made it convenient no: tu< 
jieratJ the Spaniards, fo far as to tender a rec^^nciliation \cty ciSt 

In th'.- terms of this reLOnciliation, my Lf»rds if ** chafjicd ' 
the n.ir.itliy, ih.it thry wcfc guilty of ccntribuiin^j to ihr p-.w* 
the luiufc of r. i:th;i, by llipulatin:: that S.uin, ii.lK .d ii r.e 
tul0p^, (lioulJ be intrcKiiiced into It:ily. Tl.at ihofc tun-p* wc;< 
5ijr!c..b!c to :r.e cmfcrcr cannot be dml.J, hu: it h.i ^.i^Aiy 
(hewn l.tiA- ;.ilf icjlon we had in ccnlilt h:". fat^^LLkii>:l , a. i 
ri .'..: ! to il.c ...\arit.»/es gainr*! by the I'nii^h n:; i »^'p-; .:;.:* i; 
l.tti w.ii, a veiy fmail part of thcni can he af;.niw«! tw :\\ thut 
irc ;■ . 

^^ .:\\ ..* I:t:!i rcafon, my l-<*ri^;, \. tr c diar^^c a-l.-MKci tf 

h\\ ; • ;.-) J rtltivc tl.c balance of Ku: >; *;, \ y ccIiMir^ !•» ail 

u- i ' r :; .. :': \\.c I re:.Li! ; for tJ.t ...: ..'. n » : iLc v. «r iter 

I...*'- L » :i r-i..;r K . i . c tl.an c ■:'. ' icil, .i;*! ll«c cn^pLt ji iaiMt 
• < • I • 

I . .; %^e .ici i.?-t.l c . i ir:: l> o li' ..» il;r jf^ «• nf tV.c c.'»nt^ 
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, in their tranfaSions with Spain, which have been the-fubjeft 
much clamour, and fuch pathetic declamations ; ^bey always 
what the nation now feels, that the merchants would fuffer much 
from a war than from piracies and depredations, which, how- 
they were far from fubmitting to, and for which they con- 
ly made demands of fatisfadion. To ihcfe demands they re- 
el fuch anfwers, as, if they had been fincere, would have left the 
n no room to complain ; but when itwas difcovered that nothing 
erbal fatisfaclion was to be cxpefled, the fecurity of our trade, 
the honour of our country, demanded that war (hould be de- 
d. 

le condufi of the war, my Lords, has been frequently the fub- 
of cenfure; we are told of the inactivity of one fleet, and the 
rfecl equipment of another, the efcape of our enemies, and the 
reptionof our trading (hips. War, my Lords, is confefled to be 
tain, and ill fuccefs is not always the confequence of bad mea- 
: naval wars are by the nature of the element on which they are 
conduced, more uncertain than any other ; fo that, though k 
:>t but be fufpe<[led that the common people will murmur at any 
pointment, call every misfortune a crime, and think themfelves 
yed by the miniftry, if Spain is not reduced in a (ingle fummer, 
^ht be reafonably hoped, that men enlightened by a long fami- 
/ with the accounts of paft, and indrudlcd by perfonal expert* 
in national tranfadions, will produce (Ironger arguments than 
of fuccefs, when they charge the miniftry with mifcondudl in 

t, my Lords, they have not anv misfortunes to complain of; nor 
*, accufation, that we have been defeated ourfelves, but that we 
not enough molefted our enemies. Of this, my Lords, it is not 
to judge at a diHance from the fcene of adlion, and without a 
accurate knowledge of a thoufand minute circumflances, which 
promote or retard a naval expedition. It is undoubtedly triiC, 
x>rds, that many of our merchant (bips have been taken by the 
y ; but it is not certain that they do not murmur equally that 
have been obdru^ed in their commerce, and have been fo liitle 
to interrupt ours, fince they have fo many advantages from the 
:ion of their coafts. When we reckon ihofc that are loft, let 
)t forget to number thofe that have efca^cd, \t ^AfcvuiXN ^wvckvv ^ 
W315 jJJ provided with arms and ammumvion^ ^\^tv Ocwt^^ Vv "^ 
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cctifure be fufpendcd till it can he proved that it was i!I fufDiflicdbf 
the fault of the miniftry. 

Nuthing is more common* my Lords, in all naval wars, than fat* 
den changes of fortune ; for on many occafions an accidental zA 
of wind, or unexpected darknefs of the wca:her, may deftrnv or pre* 
ferve a fleet from deftrut^ion ; or may make the nKift formidaSle v« 
mamencs abfolutcly ufclcfs : and in the prcfcnt difpofition of ic«c 
people towards the ininiriry, I fliould not wonder to hear an altera:?ca 
of wind charged upon them. 

For uhatobjeclions may thrv not expect, my Lords, when all rVe 
diiad vantages which the nation futfers from the enemies e>( hii ti- 
jcflf, arc imputed torhcm ; when daily endeavours are ufcd to eute 
ihem I'ufperiLii of fivoaring aibitrary pnwer, for maintain.r^ :3 
army which nnrhinp has made ncctflliry but the ftru;:.;les ot r":^ 
men, whofe pnnciples have no o^hcr icnccncy i!:in toenflai? :'TJt 
cour.trv. Let not cur liosr.-. Ilic ahimoritic-* be kcr»l alive anJ ^> 
mcr.tcd i^y a ivjnilaa: op;*r)rniun to every i2v:fij:n of tn^ aJiiiP:**":- 
lijn, noroui fjiei^;n cneir*;rs incited by the obfervalion of i»ii' j-'- 
fions to treat us with infolcnce, interrupt our traJ^-, prc:c- ?e 
bc'wr.J I to cur d'lminions, and threaten us with iavafions, 2Dd c-e 
aiiTiy may Uk'lv be dirojndcrJ. 

iVr i!;t n;i:j Hrv, mv LorJj. are not c.)nki?iui oi'havin? crrfj i:J 

m 

am t^:n:: but "he happmcf- of tlie n.itioii, anJ have thtrciurc nj if- 
pr'.r.iijfi'M'S of publfck refc; tmtnt, ntjf w-nt ti.e protcwt.on iSia 
arrr.iJ furcf. Ihry ilifirconly tlio fupport of the laws, ar J to :bea 
ihev wii!;»';:ly apj^cal from c »i!in)on fair.e an J unequitable rh-r;n. 

I rtirr.i.on th%: uiiniilry, my LorJ>, bvcaulc 1 am unjCv;j:ir:(i 
\y\\h .!i!y ivAW wlio cither r !.i:f: s or poircircs the power or :::'c ct i^* 

^rvniflci. ! ov. :■. :;i niV pr'ii:>ce nu fti^jm »r but hi'. m.*jciiv, arJ i"^ 

villln/ .'il ftaU' In aiil'-'-'-.r ji.v li:-:^-: which rtljits tj th^: r*r: :; 

th'J fut/.^Ll; bufiricfi wh.ch I have haJ tl-.c l'.oi;uur t^ t.'^r.;^:: >: 

ii.ie.!. 
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n oocnfelline or in ratifying, than as one of his nu^efty*s prifj 
Doncil ; and therefore though they Ihould be defc^ve, I do not iec 
low it is reafonable or juft, ihat he (hould he fiogled out from the 
vft for difgrace or punifliment. 

The motion therefore, my Lords, appears to me neither founded 
« fads nor law, nor reafon, nor any better grounds than jpopular 
raprice, and private malevolence. 

If it is contrary to law to punifli without proof, if it is not agree* 
ible to reafon that one (hould be cenfured for the offences of another, 
if it is necefiary that fome crime (hould be proved, before any maa 
can fufFcr as a criminal, then, my Lords, I am convinced that your 
Lofd(hips will be unanimous in receding the motion. 

The Duke of Argyle fpoke next, as follows: — My Lords, if 
we will obftinately (hut our eyes againft the light of conviAion, if 
we will refolutely admit every degree of evidence that contributes to 
fupport the caufe which we are inclined to favour, and to rejed the 
plained proofs when they are produced againft it, to reafon and de- 
bate is to little purpofe: as no innocence can be (afe that has incurred 
the difpleafure of partial judges, fo no criminal that has the happt* 
seft of being favoured by them, can ever be in danger. 

That any lord has already determined how to vote on the prelcitt 
Dccafion, far be it firom m^ to aflert : may it never, my Lords, be 
fbfpeded that private intereft, blind adherence to a party, perfonal 
kindnefs or malevolence, or any other motive than a (incere and un« 
mingled regard for the profperity of our country, influences the de- 
cifionsof this aflfembly; fir it is well known, my Lords, that au- 
diority is founded on opinion ; when once we lofe the efteem of the 
publick, our votes, while we (hall be allowed to give them, will be 
only empty founds, to which no other regard will be paid than a 
ftanding army (hail enforce. 

The veneration o( the people, my Lords, will not eafily be lo8 : 
this houfe has a kind of hereditary claim to their confidence and rc- 
fped; the great adlionsofour anccftors are remembered, and con- 
tribute to the reputation of their fuccefTors ; nor do our countrymen 
willingly futpeS that they can be betrayed by the dcfcendants of 
ihofe, by whofe bravery and counfels they have been refcued from 
gcftruSion. 

But efteem rauft languifh, and confidence dtc\m^^ Miit^^"c^ -mi^ 
fcacw^ dad ffe-aniauiud bj new ai£ls of beae^csucft \ axv^ \\v^V\^'«^ 
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cxpc£l.i:ions ths nation ir.ay have formed of our peiictmu>a xoU» 
cover itb real advantages, and of our fieadinefs to purfuc thca, tk 
more violent will be i(s refentment, if it ihali appear on this ampm* 
tant queiricn, that wc arc cither ignorant or timorous^ thai we at 
iincon^:erii<:d at the niiferies of the people, or content ouriclva w&u 
i;icYir.^ whit our ancefturs never failed to redrcfs. 

Let us th;:rcfore, my Lords, fur our own incereft, attend impw- 
tially ro the voice cf the people ; let us hear iheir complainii m<^ 
tcndcincfi, and if at latl we reject them, let ic be evident taai i^c? 
were impartially heard, and chat we only dikFered ironi them bccaak 
me were not convinced. 

Even then, my Lords, we ftiall fuSer for fome time undfr ik 
fufpicion of crimes, frum wli.Lh 1 hcpe we (hall always be free, tbe 
people will im.igine that we w^re tiifljenced by thoie w.^uic :■• 
tcreA Lt appears to cor.tiiiue their ntiurics, and, my LorJ», all k:« 
ci>i}f«jlaLion that will be left us, muit jiiic from the coaiciouzaexi tf 
b^ivin;^ lioneour duty. 

iiiit, i:.. Loi>{!», thl< is tn fuppof.: what I believe no h if: srr ca 
fuiniih an ex ;:u^tc of, it n :o c^jnccivc that wc nuy enquire diii^r.: r 
al"!<:r :!*.c :r;.c Itac of na:.*:ial .i.T.iifS, .'irl yet n i Jiic-jvcr :i, o: djI 
be .li'.e I'j prove it ly fiich cv.J^ncc 2s m.:y f..:ii:.' :h-^ jv-..- >. 

'I h*: pL( J Ic, my LorJ-, h*-.-. c. <.r il.i:. jrc n::::L-;rc:;.--.:cj ry ih.i.": 

whr, I;..:: a I^mv*. r:.:^:ij;: <j: ;:<. i.ii / i\.cM v..:ij . i rc.j.'J, i.*>t 

Ifjrriti r ■ :..:..ic ^i,d i]:x:.t'K. *i t..-. :i w:::: lj:>:c. ::;•:, arc ra: rr-a 

b«.:n : r . .. ,■ » Licr. c i, ;;r.J \c: : .: tJ..i ::. r:. I cipj c ...i , iltw tf.cJ .. :a 
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viiftaken with fuch evidence on their fide, as never mifled any nation 
before; not only their reafon but their fenfct muft have betrayed them, 
and thofe marks of certainty that have hitherto eftablifhed truths muft 
bave combined in the fupport of falQipod. 

They arc perfuadcd, my Lords, too firmly perfuaded, to yield up 
their opinions to rhetoric, or to votes, or any proof but demonftra- 
tion, that there is a/r/?, or to fpeak in the language of the nation, a 
/i/r minifler, one that has the poiTeffion of his fovereign's confidence, 
and the power of excluding others from his prefence, one that exalts 
and degrades at his pleafure, and difiributes for his own purpofes the 
levenues of his mafter, and the treafure of the nation. 

Of this, my Lords, can it be maintained that they haveno prooff 
Can this be termed a chimerical fufpicion, which nothing can be pro- 
duced to fupport? How can power appear but by theexercife of it? 
What can prove any degree of influence or authority, but univerfal 
fubmiffion and acknowledgement? And furely, my Lords, a very 
tranftent furvey of the court and its dependents, muft afford fuf* 
£cient convi£iion, that this man is confidered b^ all that are engaged 
in the adminiflration, as the only difpofer of honours, favours, and 
employments. 

Attend to any man, my Lords, who has lately been preferred, 
rewarded, or carefled, you will hear no expreffions of gratitude but to 
thzt man \ no other benefa6lor is ever heard of, the royal bounty 4t- 
ieif is forgotten and unmentioned, nor is any return of loyalty, fide- 
lity, or adherence profefTed, but to the minifter ; the minider ! a 
term, which however lately introduced, is now in ufe in every place 
|n the kingdom, except this houfe. 

Preferments, my Lords, whether civil, ccclefiaftical, or military, 
^re either wholly in his hands, or thofe who make it the bufinefs of 
their lives to difcover the high road to promotion-, are univerfally 
deceived, and are daily offering their adorations to an en>pty phan- 
tom that has nothing to beftow ; for, no fooner is any man inre£led 
with avarice or ambition, no fooner is extravagance reduced to beg 
new fupplies from the pubJick, or wickednefs obliged to feek for 
(heltcr, than this man is fipplicd to, and honour, conscience, and 
fortune oSered at his feet. 

Did either thofe whofc ftudies and flation give them a claim to ad- 
vancement in the church, or thofe whofe bravery 2Lwd \ov\'^^<.xn\c^^^- 
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u ho profefs to uncerfiand the laws of their own countiy, or iWf 
who declare ihemfclves verfcd in the intercfts and tranfadiofu of r> 
leign powers, applyr to any other man for promotion or empIojiBCfit, 
he mii;;ht then indeed be called the cUff, but not properly the fu 
miniitcr. 

But it is well known, my Lords, many of us know it too wtl\ 
that whaccvcr b; the piufulBon or the abilities of any perfon, tbert 
i.^ no hupeof cncour.igcmcntor reward by any other method thantiue 
of application to this man* that he ihall certainly be dtfappoifixi 
who (hall attempt to rife by any oth?r intereft, and whoever fiui 
(tare to depend on his honelb.*, bravery, diligence, or capaciij. « 
to boall any other merit than that of implicit adherence to his mci- 
furis, (hall inevitably lie nc^!eJl(.*d ai.d obfcurc« 

For this reafun, m\ Lorii$, evcrv one whofe calninefs of retrrer 
ran enable him to lupport th^^ fuht, without flartsof indigiiatioa a.%i 
fallics Gi* cjntcmp:« may daily fee at the levy of this ^rejt nuo, 
what I .'^m aCiamed to mention, a mixture of men of all ranks aaJ 
u!l pr(Ki7i>n:>, of n;en whofe birth and titles ou^ht to exait tbra 
alcove the mcannefs of cringing to a mere child of fortune, men w^is 
Itjdics oiiL'nc to have t:;ught ihcn^ tha: true hor.ciir is on*v to Se 
gained hyHe.idv virtue, aiiil that all other arts, a-I the iow appari- 
tions ot rL'.icy .i; d fcrvility will tLitn^i/.atc in cjnump, d.upA.s:- 
mr!^!, J' i rcn;<Mle. 

T hii ucr.ts my Lord;, i.> dally to he xicweil. it i-i rncnttojJ* 
di' ^.nr.i 10 the Jl.'ht of mankind, the mir'iKr amjfc^ himfc.; la 
piiLIi..!; V. i:h the f;'lLndour, ;tnd nLn.Icr, arid digr'iiy t»f his f j\f«i 
anJ ■' < ;\'.»:s\viih i;<- iiwjrjr fharr.L* j-.iv their |Vf7l*rai:<) li to th- r 
r:..:u-: ;n the lace ot' dn', .~.iid h...ii; i'i tlwir rr;ulii:i.)n» to ^'at 'v 
ail! .i.| ••.( h.i;i. And m-i, my L')iJs it i» cnijuircJ why the fccfic 

• '• ■• ■ ■• III*. aV ij ■! /••• •{••■i*<>Wl ■ 

I i. : \\:\.t iKi'v, n V L -u]^ that il:< rr -% a /j.V nHniifr !■'» mh"n 
:hv !i! : . ; '.s I ! li I- ^' f-r: nu':it :: av ivJii, be jr:.;'.i rJ, r:iv .i*' f 
:;*lfcja!L ::•. i:>K I*!'" t>« ^ .■ * tt.-;t tliiit i..i\r Iv-cm irj ii> ujtij :*. 
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not yet to be acknowledged what it certainly was, a mere phantom, 
an empty illufion fent by the arts of the French to terrify our mi- 
niftry. His late maje(^y's teflimony is cited to prove that ftipulations 
were really entered into by the two powers allied by that treaty, 
to deftroy our trade, fubvert our conftitution, and fet a new king 
upon the throne, without confent of the nation. 

Such improbabilities, my Lords, ought indeed to be proved by a 
high teftimony, by a teftimony which no man ihall dare to queflion 
or contradi£i ; for as any man is at liberty to confult his reafon, it 
will always remonftrate to him, that it is no lefs abfurd to impute 
Che folly of defigning impoflibilities to any pov/ers not remarkable 
for weak counfels, than unjuft to fufpecft princes of intending injuries, 
to which they have not been incited by any provocation. 

But, my Lords, notwithftanding the folemnity with which his late 
majefty has been introduced, his tefiimoy can prove nothing qiore 
than that he believed the treaty to be fuch as he reprefents, that he 
had been deceived into falfe apprehenfions and unneceflary cautions 
by his own minifters, as they had been impofed upon by the agents 
of France* 

This is all, my Lords, that can be collefied from the royal 
fpeech, and to infer more from it is to fuppofe that the king was 
himfelf a party in the defigns formed againft him ; for if he was not 
bimfelf engaged in this treaty, he could only be informed, by ano- 
ther, of the ftipulations, and could only report what he had been 
told upon the credit of the informer, a man, neccffarily of very 
little credit. Thus, my Lords, all the evidence of his late majefly 
Taniflies into nothing more than the whifper of a fpy. 

But as great ftrefs ought doubtlefs to be laid upon intelligence 
which the nation is believed topurchafe at a very high price, let it be 
enquired, what proofs thofe have who dare to fufpe£t the fagacity 
of our minifters, to put in the balance againft their intelligence^ and 
it will be difcovered, my Lords, that they have a teftimony no lefs 
than that of the German emperor himfelf, who could not be mif- 
taken with regard to the meaning of the treaty concluded at his 
own court, and to whom it will not be very decent to deny fuch a 
degree of veracity as may fet him at leaft on the level with a traytor 
and a hireling. 

If the treaty of Vienna was an impofture, moft. o( om\ tcC\^^Q^\.>^^\^*^ 
ue evidcmly produced by the wcakncfs of tVic to;\iv\^<^i \ Vi>^'<- ^^^^ 
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fappoCng it real, as it wis onljr a formidable mockerr, i 
threat that could nerer be executed^ it was not ncccfiarr, t 
order to obviate it» we {bould give oarfelvcs implicitly iotti the 

of France. 

It was not neceflary^ my Lords^ that we (bould fufier ibc 
to elude the treaty of Utrecht, by making a port at Mardvkc 
then dircdly and openly to violate it by repairing Dunkirk, 
this latter is a port contrary to treaty, the bills of entry at tiR 
tom houfe daily (hew; and as the cuftoms are piniculariy iw 
infpedlion of the commiffioners of the treafury, this man 
plead ignorance of this infrafiion, were no information give 
by other means. If it (bould now be afked, my Lords, whit 
opinion ought tO be done, I cannot advife that we (bould attc 
dnnolifh it by force, or draw upon ourfclves the whole fic 
France by a declaration of war, but what k may be difficult ; 
remedy, it was once eafy to obviate. 

Had we (hewn the fame contempt of the French power w 
anceftors, and the fame ftcadineis in our councils, the fairei 
in our alliances, and the fjmcfpirit in our treaties, that ccur 
never have ventured to break a known fulemn ((ipulation, 
cxafperated a brave and determined advcrriry by flagrant i; 
and to have exp*>fed themfeU-es to the ha?ard of a war, in i 
would havcl^cen the intereft of every prince of Europe who 
eJ jutlice or poftenty to wifh (heir drrcit. 

Now ther fee us enr^a^td in a war, mv Lord*, ihev iriv 
mated to a more darin^ conrempt ot the faith of treaties, and i 
miih vet greater conndence of fjccefs, as thvr cannot b'Jt 
the cowar Jice or the i ▼naruncc with which wc have hii hert". 
Oil ih ■? war. Thev cannot but obfcrve that either o*ir mioitle 
in teality to make war rather upon the Britoi;s than the S^^ani 
chat he i» totally unac^;*jainted with ml. lary .itfa. is and x^yy 
afk the opinion of others who have t^rcatcr knowledge thj 
tlf. 

Noth'ng, my Lcrds, i^ more appare.-it than thit the mini 
fofccj bv thectintinual cl.imour; «,f the nation i » licdare wj 
ttarv to ^ *jvn indiiution, and that he alwa\'^ .ilfcileJ to c 
tt;.on others, and t> exempt h^m!.!: f.. m the it:;puution of 
is thciff*ic p'-bablc ttiAt he ha* t\oi a^cled v*v> ih.* occafion t 
V 4.rc;»hi^ own cap crientx voA ^weuau-an m -^x, \\ C: 
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\y employed, enable him to ad, and that he ha^ fufFered our 
ifels to be embarrailed, that he fees with great tranquillity thofe 
:ring by the war, at whofe requeft it was begun, and imagines it a 
>f of the excellence of his own fchcme, that thofe who forced 
to break it, may in time repent of their importunities, 
or that in the management of the war, my Lords, no regard 
been had either to the advantages which the courfe of our trade 
irably gives to our enemies, or to the weaknefs to which the ex- 
of their dominions necefTarily fubje£ts them, that neither the in« 
R of the merchant has been confulted, nor the eafe of the na- 
1 in general regarded, that the treafure of the publick has beca 
indered, and that our military preparations have intimidated no 
on but our own, is evident beyond contradiction, 
t is well known, my Lords, to every man but the Minifter, that 
have nothing to fear from cither thc^eets or armies of the Spa- 
ds, that they cannot invade us except in America, and that they 
only moleft us by intercepting our traders. This they can only 
it by means of their privateers, whofe veflels being light and 
ve may be eafily iitted out, nimbly feize their prey, and fpeedily 
e. 

"he experience of the laft French war, my Lords, might have 
;ht us how much we have to fear from the activity of men incited 
irofpedls of private gain, and equipped with that care and vigi-* 
:e, which, however omitted in national affairs, the intereft bf 
icular men never fails to dictate. It is well known, my LJrds, 
' much we Ibft amidfl: our vidories and triumphs, and how fmall 
rity the merchants received from our magnificent navies, and ce- 
ated commanders. It was therefore furely the part of wife men, 
to mifcarry twice by the fame omillion, when they had an op- 
unity to fupply it, 

need not inform your Lordfliips of what every reader of newf- 
;rs can tell, and which common fenfe muft eafily difcover, that 
ateers arc only to be fuppreffed by (hips of the fame kind 
I their own, which may fcour the feas with rapidity, purfue 
a into (hallow water, where great (hips cannot attack them, feize 
n as they leave the harbours, or deftroy them upon their own 

is. 

"hat this is in its own nature at once obvious lo\it cotsXtvi^^^ '^'^^ 

to be done, muff appear upon the bat^ mRuUQU ^V v^^ "^^^ '^'^ 
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that it has been either treacheroufly neglcflcd, or ignorandy rmj 
the accounts of every day have long informed us. Not a week | 
so which our (hips are not feized, and our lailors carried into a 
of flavery. Nor does this happen only on the wide occao whkh i 
fpacious to be garrifoned> or upon our enemies coafis where 
noay have fometimes infupcrable advantagef, but on our own fl 
within fight of our harbours^ and in thofe feas of which we % 
llile our nation the (bvereign. 

Who is there, my Lords, whofe indignation is noc railed at 
ignominy i Who is thereby whom fuch negligence wiii not b 
lented i It cannot be alleged that we hid not time to make I 
preparations ; wc had expected war long before wc declared i;, 
if the minifter was the only man by whom it was not expcdi 
will make another head of accufation. 

Nor was his difregard of our dominions lefs flagrant than tt 
cnir trade ; it was publickly declared by Don Geialdino, tki 
mailer would never give up his claim to part of our Amerkai 
Ionics, which yet were neither fortified on the frontiers, nor fop 
with arms, nor enabled to oppofe au enemy, nor protected a( 
him* 

One man there is, my Lords, whofc natural generoHtr, C9m 
of dandier, and regard for the publick, promptLd him to cbv:a 
deftgns of the Spaniards, and to attack ihrm io their own tcrr.t 
a nun whom by long acquaintance 1 can confidently affirm to 
been cqaa! to his undcrtiking, and tu ha\c learned the art of « 
a regular education, who yet mifcarricd in liis dcfign, onK for 
of I'upplies nccctTary to a pofTibility uf fucccfs. 

Nor i» there, liiy (x>rds, nutch probability that the fi*rcn 
lately to Vcrr.i^n w.il br Ric:e fucccl\!u!, tor tins is n.:: a war 
carried on by bo)s; the (late of the crx-mics doniinlr'nt i» 
partly by fiiuation, and partly by the ncglccl of that i.un whwft 
dufl we are examining, that to at:ack them with anv profpof) 
vantage, will require the judgment of an experienced ccmn" 
of one who had learned his trade, not in H) Je-P^rk, but m tfa 
of battle, of one that ha> Iccn nrcut!i)m:d to fu'dcn exij 
and unfu!'peclcd <: iTMihic?, an 1 U..» Icaincd caatiouHy to C'uut 
readily to vary hi> fchrriK-:!. 

All offcLT, mv Lor J*, an i fiTutT q'i.»! l.t ! Vt invaJc kir^ 
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(>r dancing at aflcmblies ; nor even by the more im{>ortant fervices of 
regulating elections, and fuppreffing thofe infurredions which are 
produced by the decay of our maciufaiftures. Many gallant colonels 
have led out their forces againft women and children, with the ex* 
idefl order, and fcattered terror over numerous bodies of colliers and 
Weavers, who would find difficulties not very eafily furn^ountable, 
were they to force a pafs, or ftorm a fortrefs. 

But, my Lords, thofe whom we have defiined for the conqueft of 
America, have not even fluihed their arms with fuch fervices, nor 
llave learned what is moft neceflTary to be learned, the habit of 
ibedience; they are only fuch as the late froft hindered from the ex- 
ircife of their trades, and forced to feek fpr bread in thefervice; 
hey have fcarcely had time to learn the common motions of the ex- 
Tciie, or diftinguifli the words of command. 

Nor are their officers, my Lords, extremely well qualified to fup- 
>1y thofe defers, and eflablifh difcipline and order in a body of new 
aifcd forces $ for they are abfolutely ftrangers to fervice, and taken 
rem fchool to receive a commiffion, or if tranfplanted from other 
egiments, have had time only to learn the art of drefs. We have 
ent foldicrs undifciplined, and officers unable to inflrutSt them, and 
it in expedation of conquefts to be made by one boy acting under 
he diredion of another. 

To their commander in chief, my Lords, I objefl' nothing but 
lis inexperience, which is by no means to be imputed to his neg- 
igence, but his want of opportunities ; though of the reft furely it 
nay be faid that they are fuch a fwarm as were never before fent out 
m miiitary defigns ; and, in my opinion, to the other equipments, 
he government ihould have added provifions for women to nurfe 
hem. 

Had my knowledge of war, my Lords, been thought fufficient 
o have qualified me for the chief command in this expedition, or ' 
ad my advice been afked with regard to the conduct of it, I fhould 
rillingly have affifted my country with my perfon or my counfels ; 
ut, my Lords, this man who engrolles all authority, feems like« 
rife to believe that he is in pofieffion of all knowledge, aid that 
e is equally capable, as he is equally willing, to ufurp the fupreme 
nd uncontroulable dire&ion both of civil and military affairs. 

Why new forces were raifed, my Lords, is very eaC^ 10 yjA'^s 
cw foTces required new comtnxCEiou^^ aud u^Nf cviAtrCvSc^ww^ V^^* 
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6'jccd rfw rf^rnitrncics which might be of uic Co the ■*Tt«<t* 
the apf^jo^ch.nz C-ci)*on ; but whf the raifed troops were 

en fhi» expedition rather th:-n tkote which had been looxcr ^ 
p? n.if« J! i« ver\ cisfiuii t'>aifisTi i rcaibn, unless it vas coaod 
th£t f.T.e u ho had commands in ihcm had hkewife femts in the ici 
an J the r^'niiler wsb twO ^^-accful to expofe his fr tends td dai 
ar:d!.x> p:*»urr.t t-j hazard the lots of a fingV vote. BexsJcs 
co.-nrrar. :c: in ch:cf, there is but one fenitor in the expedi:icA, , 
my L:tJ?, h/ is cne cf too great integrity to be comipt^d, i 
though Tcmirie of the weak nets of the troo|K, too brare to qoic 
port. Hjw much our country may l.itTer by fuch aSlurd coodod 
rrr! mt txr»lu!n to vr>uf Lordl'h'p? ; it m-v cafily be conceiredl 
rr.urh o:*.* 'Ttf.r.r n.;V ci ' i:.i the naiii n, and to what oitempCi 
\:-tv:v m .v i.\c to • w fr5.ni-<:s thnrt' enemir?, whom tindrr a Ce 
atwi v\ifc aJ'n*n.f?.^;.j:^ \\c lli IL;^J tcrii.'y into fi.bmj£oa, c 

I i; .i;pv: forbear to lem-fk c»n iIm* ficcafon, how much Ihe ]§ 
rnpvC t»f ih;« m.n ha< e\ro!c ? a \try ifr.pf>rtant part of c«ir foic 
t\rrr.:: irr* :o th? aifrnj T5 it ihc >pai.iari!s. Gibraltar, my Lordi 
V. c!l i.::^ wn to be f* J'tu.ircJ. 2? tn be nati: rally in \erv htt!c c'argci 
an ;."tjcl: f:f>m the ijn'J, an J to con*, ma. • J the ctotnirv to a z' 
c,li^::r..-c' ; I -.it r.c.-: r.t'jr .1 ..i\ant-i:r5 arc row taicen a\%jv, or j-c 
J\ K:U-; .-.i "I'V HwW to: t •!'.!. at .ons, erected within much \<:s thin ;; 
fh't cf iho place, erritcd in the li/ht of the gariiion, and «S 
cne I -' o-r u^Irv.ira!* w.i^ cruszinj u;Hjn the maft. 

The prrcncr, n:y L'irJf, upon which ihey were crcJicJ, m 

hat :hoi:|:h Ciibraltar was grantid to i!ri:a-n, ytt there was r.o i 

ri:t :.:v er.ccnt 13 it, nor did the Brititti au;hority extend bcit 

he \i -.!"!' cr" ihc li wn : tl.is poor ex.uic i!iJ ti.c chicancrv or 

^; .■:. I V in\rrt, and with this, my LortN, was cjr inin;itcr c 

I ; till, < .:"■ cr n' t knowin.! or not appea'in.: tok::ow what, I ho 

Vj c!. . ': :» V. I.-r* u - have difpaTihvJ to America, Ja*e b 

.. r.\ ::.'. v.:..: v 't' 11 v m'iJ ;.: n.-!! ••'.• .•:. . :> c-a br r^i^* 

;' A.:). ■:'. J c'- •".', 'J"t •.^''. 1 : t .'irc!- . virI.!»;J ic 2n.»!*^er nil.' 

'.- t : fv . I'.', t'i . I. ''.:.-.!lv iM ?*.i;!r*, cxm wr.h »ut mc;i:..*n:"{ 

jr* I >:»• I ' ' f 'ar. i a l^r .. :J r iir:« ■: ;] r i.- ; ■:.*Ji!tn can icich. 

\ ■ I ;;. r::.!!', 1—. \ * *,'. , \v:.« ti* •• * Ji.^.nt J* to ••€ deceit 

/? • / v, I : '.' ..' . t •■ r— J .«^ w ■!':\."ly I • i:r^.iM-. c h:v couaKry« 

• • • • * 
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moft equally deferves to be profccuted by the indignatioh andjuf- 
iice of this afTembly in the fevered manner; for how great muft be 
- iiis wickednefs ivho undertakes a charge above his abilities, when 
liis country may be probably ruined by his errors ? 

Your Lordfliips cannot but obferve^ that I make ufe rather of the 
term minifler than that of the adminiflration, which others are fo de- 
£rous tofubflitutein its place, either to elude all enquiry into the ma* 
nagement of our aflFairs, or to cover their own (hameful dependence. 
* Adminiftration, my Lords, appears to me a term without a mean- 
ing, a wild indeterminate word, of which none can tell whom it 
implies, or how widely it may extend : a charge againft the adminif- 
tration may be imagined a general cenfurc of every officer in the 
airhole fubordination of government, a general accufation of in- 
ihmments and agents, of mafters and flaves ; my charge, my Lords, 
is againft the minifter, againft that man who is believed by tvtxy 
t>nc in the nation, and known by great numbers, to have the 
chief, and whenever he pleafes to require it, the fole direflion of the 
jniblick meafures, he, to whom all the other minifters owe their 
elevation, and by whofe fmile they hold their power, their falaries, 
and their dignity. 

That this appellation is not without fuiScient reafon beftowed upon 
diat man, I have already proved to your Lordlhips ; and as it has 
already been made appear that common fame is a fufficient ground of 
accufation, it will eafily be (hewn that this man has a juft ciaim to 
the title of minifter, for if any man be told of an accufation of the 
minifter, he will not a(k the name of the perfon accufed. 

But there is in the motion one title conferred upon him, to which 
lie has no pretcnfions ; for there is no law for ftyling him the firft 
commiflioner of the treafury. The commiffioners, my Lords, who 
difcharge in a colle£live capacity the office of lord high treafurer, 
are conftituted by the fame patent, invefted with equal power and 
equal dignity, and I know not why this man (hould be exalted to 
any fuperiority over his aflbciates. 

If we take, my Lords, a review of our affairs, and examine the ftate 
of the nation in all its relations and all its circumftances, we cannot 
furcly conceive that we are in a ftate of profperity, unlcfs difcontent 
at home, and fcorn abroad, the negled of our allies, and infolence of 
our enemies, the decay of trade, and multitude o? out \Tcv^Q^^^^x^ 
to be conHJtred as proofs of a profperous an4 ?l^\iuQi\tv^ ti^x\oxv* 
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ftruA a candid and deliberate enquiry: with regard to the publick, 
not able to difcover any preifing exigences that demand a more 
ipendious method of proceeding, than the eftablilbed laws of the 
I, and the wifdom of our anceftors have prefcribed. I know not 
iny calamity that will be aggravated, nor any danger that will 
Kcome more formidable, by fufiering this queilion to be legally 
iricd. 

Nor is there, my Lords, in the circumdances of the perfon ac- 
Bofed, any thing that can incite us to a hafty procefs ; for if what is 
iDeged by the noble Lords, is not exaggerated beyond the truth, if 
he is univerfally detefted by the whole nation, and loaded with exe« 
crations by the publick voice, if he is confidered as the author of all 
pur miferies, and the fource of all our corruptions, if he has ruined 
our trade, and deprefled our power, impoverifbed the people and at- 
Icinpted to enflave them, there is at leaft no danger of an inftirrec- 
tion in his favour, or any probability that his party will grow (Ironger 
by delays. For, my Lords, to find friends in adverfity, and afieriors 
in difirefsy is only the prerogative of innocence and virtue. 

The gentleman againft whom this formidable charge is drawn up, 
is, I think, not fufpeded of any intention to have recourfe either 
to force or flight, be has always appeared willing to be tried by the 
laws of his country, and to ftand an impartial examination, he nei- 
ther oppofes nor eludes enquiry, neither flies fromjuflice, nor de* 
fies it. 

And yet lefi, my Lords, can I fufpeA that thofe by whom he is ac- 
cafed, 2£t from any motive that may influence them to defire a fen- 
tcncc not fupported by evidence, or conformable to truth ; or that 
they can wifli the ruin of any man whofe crimes are not notorious 
and flagrant, that they perfccute from private malice, or endeavour 
10 exalt themfelves by the fall of another. 

Let us therefore, my Lords, enquire before we determine, and fuf- 
fer evidence to precede our fentence. The charge, if it is juft, muft 
be by its own nature eafiJy proved, and that no proof is brought, 
may perhaps be fufficient to make us fufpei^ that it is not juft. 

For, my Lords, what is the evidence of common fame, which 
has been fo much exalted, and fo confidently produced ? Does not 
every man fee that on fuch occafions two qutftions may be afked of 
which perhaps neither can eafily be anf'weitd^ mA ^\i\^^^v^s^^^ 



l>oth be refolved before common fame cm be admitted as a pn 

fads. 

It is firft to be enquired, my Lords, whether the reports of 
tre neceflarily or even probably true i A qaeftion very intrka 
difFufive, entangled with a thoufand, and involving a dr?«fai 
tinctions ; a queflion of which it may be faid, that a man na 
plaufibly maintain cither fide, and of which perhaps after a 
or years wafted in difputaticn, no other decifton can be ct 
than what is obvious at the (irft view, that thev are often cnv 
often fall'c, and, therefore, can only be grounds of enqah 
reaCons of determination. 

But if it appear, my Lords, that this oracle cannot be dc 
we are then ta cuquire after another difficulty, we are toe 
u^hui is fanu f 

Is fame, my Lords, that fame which cannot err, a repoi 

flici on a fudden through a nation, of which no man can d 

the orii^lnal, a fuoJcn hiaft of rumour, that inflames or inric 

a people, and obtains without authority a general credit i ^ 

V( rfcrd in hiOory can enquire whether fuch reports may not c 

!<• fame rather a fct;lcd opinion prevaling by degree;, and U 

time eftablifhci ? Hj\v long then, my Lords, and in what 

mud it h;ivc been edabliflu-d to obtain undoubted crcdir, ar 

d ics it lommcntc infallible ? It the people are di\ided in tb 

mons, ab in all publiclc qiJc(Hon> it has hitherto happened, ; 

1 fuppofe, the voice" of the majority j for if the two parti.*s i 

in thtir numbers, fame will be equal ; then h-'W great muft 

majority before it can lay c!aim to this powerful auXiIiar 

ho.v (hj':l that majority be numb;.rcJ r 

'I htTr o«:t!U.»n>, my Lot di, may he thought, perhapa w 
lice, too laJ.cr^ius in :his pl:.CL% but i:; niy oj>inion Ukv co 

to flicw the precarious and uncertain x:a:urc ct theeviJci.cc : 
conhJcd in. 

Common fame, mv LcnN, ii to cvcrv nnn only what he 
CHra.TiOnly hears \ TxvA it is \\\ the pov^^r ••( .inv niai/s acqu 
to \i!tatc thecvidenrr which thcv le;^-:^ ar.J :o ftun h.m ¥ 
irourt, a:;u reuii^ him with apf rthrji{i<..in of n.:ici:ci ncjcr 
darrrrs :::v trie. Hu: with iu: :jch a c.*::.l:r.atioa, wc af< 
tf.tmtKr (/ia( mvfl men aCv^VA^c v<iv>\ v.v,;\^ -vV >i*.VA VKti ^ 
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Mid that the rank of thofe that compofe this ailembly naturally dif- 
^ofes fuch as are admitted to their company, to relate, or to invent 
Mch reports as may be favourably received, fo that what appears to 
Mie Lord the general voice of common fame, may by another be 
diought only the murmur of a petty fadion, defpicable with regard 
CD their numbers, and deteftable if we confider their principles. 

So difficult is it, my Lords, to form any folid judgment concern* 
log the extent and prevalence of any particular report, and the de- 
gree of credit to be given to it. The induftry of a party may fupply 
the defed of numbers, and fome concurrent circumftances may con* 
tribute to give credit to a falfe report. 

But, my Lords, we are ourfelves appealed to as witnefles of the 
truth of fads which prove him to be foU minifler, of the number * 
of his dependents, the advancement of his friends, the difa^oint- 
ments of his opponents, and the declarations made by his followers 
of adherence and fidelity. 

If it fliould be granted, my Lords, that there is nothing in thcfe 
ftprefentations exaggerated beyond the truth, and that nothing is 
reprefented in an improper light, what confequence can we draw, 
but that the followers of this ge/itleman, make ufe of thofc arts 
which have always been pradifed by the candidates of preferment, 
chat they endeavour to gain their patron *8 fmlle by flattery and pane* 
gyric, and to keep it by affiduity and an appearance of gratitude. 
And if fuch applications exalted any man to the authority and title 
of firft minifter, the nation has never in my memory been without 
fome man in that ftation, for there is always fome one to whom am- 
bition and avarice have paid their court, and whofe regards have 
been purchafed at the expence of truth. 

Nor is it to be wondered at, my Lords, that pods of honour and 
profit have been beftowed upon the friends of the adminiftration ; for 
who enriches or exalts his enemies ? Who will encreafe the influence 
that is to be exerted againft him, or add Rrength to the blow that is 
lereiied at himfelf ? 

That the right honourable gentleman is the only difpoferof ho- 
nours has never yet appeared j it is not pretended, my Lords, that 
he diftributes them without the confent of his majefty, nor even that 
his recommendation is abfoluteiy neceffary to the fuccefs of any 
man's applications. If he ha$ gained more of h\^ tcv^\^%>j|*% c^^cv^^ 
Ucace Mad cdcem Lbsin siay ©thereof hii fcrvijvl^^ Vv^V^a ^^vv^ ^^i 
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what every man endeavours, and what therefore is not tobenpi 
to him as a crime. 

It is impoflible, my Lord«, that kings, like other men. Ah 
nut have particular motions of inclination or dtflike ; it is pofi 
that they may fix their affef^ion upon objeds not in the kigfaci 
grec worthy of their regard, and overlook others that may hod 
greater excellencies and more (hining merit, but this is not to be I 
pofed without proof, and the reg-ird of the king, zs of anv 01 
man, is one argument of dcfert more than he can produce, vbo 
endeavoured after it without effect. 

1 his imputcc iifiirpation muft be proved upon him either H 
own confeiTion, or by the cv'dtncc of others ; and it has not K'^ca 
prctendtd that he aflamcs ih; title of prime minr/ler^ or iniced«' 
)( U applied to him by any but his enemies, and if may eaiiW be c 
tei;ed how weakly the mod uncorr«iptcd innocence would be 1 
jnrted, if all the .ifperficns of its enemies were to be reccnc 
jr.in's agiinfl it. 

Knr dees it nppfar, my Lords, thnt any other evidence caj 
bju'ight a:^iinU him on this hrad, or that any man will (land: 
ar.d affirm tl'^n either he hr.s been injtired himfelf bv thic j^m^'ea 
f : kn'.?\vn an) irjtiry d^nc by him to nnothcr bv th^ exc-rion v: 
thonty wiihuhuh lie w.i< nnthwfully inveft'J ; Uicr\ c i^Jcrce, 
l.rrJ>, the In\v5 of our country require to be protl uccJ be'urr 
mr.n can be ptiriOud, cenfured, or dif^'racrd. No man is oblijt 
prove hi? innocence, but may call upon his prolccutors to fuj 
f htir aocufation, and why thi? honourable gentleman, whatever 
h.vc been hl> conduct, (houM be treated in a d:ricrent manner 
..:.v other tiiinir.a!, I am by n^ mcar.^ able to ditcovcr. 

*rhi>i:ph ihrre has been no evidence offered of his puilt, 
I "rcCi^s h .ve hcird an attcltatiin of hi' innocence, from ihec 
i';.kL* wh )t*p .kr rirft ;:2jin<t the motion, of whom it cannot be 
pc:*rj that he would, voluntarily, en ;»»«#* t"> Jr-.fwcr for mea 
\\h.:hhe puifjc*; tn K r;d con^j-liaiuT ui:h the direition of ana 
The :.imc tcslin-.or.v, n.v Lord'^, ca:\ 1 pri>di.;e, and uiErsn 
cnuai truth, t'**!! m ihr adiri' nW^tii'n of my f:ovin.:e, I ami 
fciiiirpt, a-rf Irf* ir:urcly t'. t*K* d.tifi ns o: nr; own judgment 

Inc.e'v :• •\rrnni'iir, my L''r<!t, us in t*vc:y umilv, (onie t» 

hjt iccidt lit i»r a lutuiat r'/viO^ry, or a fu^^ri^jr capacity, or • 

'rr r juie, will be erjajfd m mote \:v;tj\*i^ » urA \\ti\^\ ^\^^ 

vaeoS 
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nfidence than others ; but if every man is willing to anfwer for the 

ondu^l of his own province, there is all thefecurity againft corrupt 

ion that can pof&bly be obtained ; for if every man's regard to his 

»wn fafety and reputation will prevent him from betraying his truft or 

L^bufing his power, much more will it incite him to prevent any mif* 

rondud in anoiher for which he muft himfelf be accountable. Mea 

ufually fufficiently tenacious of power, and ready to vindicate their 

ate rights, when nothing but their pride is affe£led by the ufur- 

tion, but furely no man will patiently fufFcr his province to be in- 

"evaded when he may himfelf be ruined by the conduSof the invader. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears to me to be not only without proof, 

^ut without probability, and the firft minifter can, in my opinion, 

Ibe notiiing more than a formidable illufion, which, when one man 

thinks he has feen it, he (hews to another as eafily frighted as him- 

Jelf, who joins with him in propagating the notion, and in fpreading 

terror and refentment over the nation, till at laft the panic becomes 

general, and what was at firft only whifpered by malice or prejudice 

an the cars of ignorance or credulity, is adopted by common fame, 

and echoed back from the people to the fcnate. ^ 

I have hithertOi my Lords, confined myfelf to the confideration of 
qne Gngle article of this complicated charge, becaufe it appears to 
me to be the only part of it nccelTary to be examined ; for if once 
it be acknowledged that the affairs of the nation are tranfiided not 
by the minifier but the adminiftration, by the council in which 
every man that (its there has an equal voice and equal authority, 
the blame or prai(e of all the meafures mud be transferred from him 
to the council, and every man that has advifed or concurred ia 
them, ivill deferve the fame cenfure or the fame applaufe ; as it is 
unjuft to punifl) one man for the crimes of another, it is unjuft to 
chufe one man out for punifhment from among many others equally 
guilty. 

But I doubt not, my Lords, when all thofe meafures are equitably 
confidered, there will be no punifhment to be dreaded, becaufe nei- 
ther negligence nor treachery will be dlfcovered. For, my Lords, 
with regard to the treaty of Vienna, let us fuppofe our mioiflers 
deceived by ignorant or corrupt intelligence, let us admit tha( they 
were cautious where the^e was no danger, and negledted fome op- 
portunities, which, if they had received bellet Xtv^ouwAv^xv^ ^^^ 
m'gbt bnvc iwpiovcd to the ^dv<^ntsv2LC and fccuuvv 'c^^ >i2^^ voxx^^- 
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V/hathave thcv done e\cn under all thefe difadvarra^eoui futrvJU 
tu ns, liLC folioM^'d the lights which they judged mod clear, iDd Wf 
wl'.ich they ho{>ed to be coiiduJ\'. d to honour and Co fafcty.' 

Policy, n»y Lord:, is very liirifcrent from pret'ciencc, ihe ut»^l 
th.'.c c.;n be attained is probability, and that for the mofl pan la i 
low de jrce. It is obfcrvcd that no man is wife but as you ciks :r:a 
confiui ration the ueckr.rfs if another; a maxim more eiriner.:.? 
true of political wifdoni, which confifls, very often, orAy i". en'- 
covering dcfigns which coulJ never be known but by the fc!!? « 
trcjcherv of thufc to whom iiuv ure crufled. If our rncin.es vrt 
wifj enough to keep lh;.irown k-^rc:s neither our minillcrs r:: z^ 
patriots would be ab!c t^- know < r prevent their defigns, nor wowd z 
be any reproach to thc;r Ug;.'wi:yy thiC they did not know what o 
body would tell them. 

If therefore, my L'lrd*, the princes, whofe intereft is ccntranr n 
our oivn, have been at any :irr.c fervci by huneil and wife men, thrt 
w:^i a i'lnr.c when our niiii liters could acl only by conjecisurei aai 
mi?.h! rr njinake:i wi:huu: .1 criir.e. 

If i: vv^s alAav) in o r power to penetrate into the iment'icas c( 
our i'n(fv.'>, they n\u'A m <^ciurily h.;. e the farr.e means of inaki^f 
ilinif. !•. f.. .iciiii.iintiii v/ith dur pr« iicl*. jnJ \cr when -nv i?r :^f^ 
au' li. >\ crcd \\c thi/iK i: ' i!i tu in : wic i: to tl;c iv.j'. ::c..cc tr re 

'I I. -J*, rr. I.or.V , cvcrv rr..".ri :- i:-.il:ndro i:(*jc wi:h rrr-jJ .t 
arc! j ■[ii..'.tv. W Iah wj i:;i:Vr !•;. I'r.r p u-irn. f cf circicn^i ', ■« 
r*. .■ ' -ir i.'MiJIki^ Willi w.ir.t <»| V!..-.!..i.cc, H::hiiut *.onr;ccr rr. 
r .*.! •. rv vV.Lix n<iilun» i'i ul n ;'. .;y tj t:'.iJc the niort 'hcc:;!:. ; 
i : I . . : It ijhrt;n.i:c !:!■ r.ie. 

ll V. r ' :■ ; ;rj 'Mt') the trjnf.Kli<n> « f [ A\ t :::!■•, {\\zA uc frhi ^n 
r'.v, r 'v*« V r r Miii^ri-i! ! r !.:. .:Si..:ic«, ru»t ItMiu" inci iiti-<.;J 
I ..'•. ". . :...il. . ..: , .-.:.! :"..:.:•: '.:;■.■ ? b "ii" 'i l»'» !•" »iW.i r*.::*.:- r-i 
t:.:,. r ..•■ i: :'r . \ \ ■ .•! i".- pM'j» •.•. > uhuli K cr.w'c-*. o^rrc :j 
p-orr*' : "irv.irii :.•! !::..:i n.' v^ 'iii.i- j. .. :r..:. )m r.- -'rr i.«ri! .':*: 
I cm ■•■•'••• I r-i I ■", i-r w!. • ; .; ." r.'. •^- ::t j.:c:r. ;*:' j:» 'f j' ■„"- 
c» i::n. -. . :./ . .1 i. : . : :• . ■.:■,• !; .: L . :t:*.v. !' , ji.-i \t : j^wC c> r- 

t::nti '. ■ i .•}'•.■'.•.•'.:''. .- •: 1 ■•;<.■: ! !■ ■• w -k.!.!! «..' iv'-.r'.. r 
r.'-imt 5 , •' .jf/TiP" S. .:.:i, . ri w. ,v ; : : :'."W h .vv :"» 11. ■.».■» > .*. 

• * * 
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from us by intereft, and far more formidable by the fituation of his 
dominions. 

Cromwell, my Lords, fufFered himfelf to be hurried away by 
the near profpedt of prefent advantages, and the apprehenlion of pre- 
fent dangers; and every other man has been, in the fame manner, 
fcmetimes deluded into a preference of a fmaller prefent advantage, 
to a greater which was more remote. 

Let it not be urged, my Lords, that poh'tics are advanced fince 
die time of Cromwell, and that errors which might then be com- 
Diicted by the wifeft adminiftration, are now grofs and reproachful; 
Wc are to remember that every part of policy has been equally im- 
proved, and that if more methods of difcovery have been firuck out, 
there have been llkewife more arts invented of eluding it. 

AVhcn, therefore, we enquire into the condufl, or examine the 
ibilities of a minifter, we are not to expe6l that he (hould appear 
never to have been deceived, but that he fliould never be found to have 
negle^ed any proper means of information, nor ever to have willingly 
j^iven up the interell of his country ; but we are not to impute to his 
weaknefs what is only to be afcribed to the wifdom of thofe whom he 
oppofed. 

If this plea, my Lords, is reafonable, it will be neceflary for 
thofe who fupport the motion, to prove, not only that the treaty of 
Vienna was never made, but that the falfhood of the report either 
was or might have been known by our minifters, otherwife thofe 
who are inclined to retain a favourable opinion of their integrity and 
libilitieSf may conclude, that they were either not mi(Yaken, or were 
led into error by fuch delufions as would no lefs eafily have impofed 
on their accufers, and that by exalting their enemies to their ftationsy 
they (ball not much confult the advantage of their country. 

This morion, therefore, my Lords, founded upon no acknow-^ 
ledged, no indifputable fads, nor fupported by legal evidence; this 
motion, which by appealing to common fame, as the ultimate 
judge of every man's aflions, may bring every man's life, or fortune, 
into danger ; this motion, which condemns without hearing, and 
decides without examining, I cannot but rejeft, and hope your 
Lordfliips will concur with me. 

Lord Carlism fpoke next, to the following ^vkX'^^W.—^\^ 
Lords, thc&ate of the queflion before us V\as^ m n\^ o^\\\\ov\^ w^^ 
k^a ri^hilf ^ppr^hcfiM by the noble Uoid Vi\vo ^ifoV^ \-a^\ ^^^ 






Thi! a vc-v iVr ard h:: c.*: Tn--:!^t: is*^ l»r xn :1r.'"o-m.'c V« 
i:/.tll-grncr, c f*; ••oir.-cr bv hi? rr^^r.: , or biSrd bj c-'.r.rrB 

b_t jt TT.-fi furt!) be ■ ■•• ■ ^ i ^i ^ V, V jii V. h:n :K:t ha*' hij^ 
i-» oftrn, and in rsrft: • : ,,::. - ; .■^•::r» is to Jrprivc h x cfl 
cT tre rr"^rj lt.c i* .• : :' !'r :■ :"c; «*.cn hr U rcias 
jiirtn'/fj titca.?.f b-tj. i.- :^ 7' . •.•-. 10 cnp '.i* ill :r.f ir.£«ci 
tr.'. c.'OMH ior biso'i^n ;-.cj:.:v, «.- ^ r..ke i: l.i» d^.\% rrdnn 
Cf i*c rcw 'jcptrijrr.:.!., he . j^h: !o be piiic J and iif^Ardrd. 
'1 . 4: ih s i* t;.* fri's t,: ir.c rr.".n.:ljr whofc rcT.ovii if ccfir 
t". rit,: f.n, rar.r. : : 1 ici. -J ; the exaltation of his aihcTti 
p!a;ci t; i jfcfTmt^v, :hs n'"ib!c io'd his brrr. :*o far from (;m 
111,;, Uja: nc hkiinct-^^jrcd tr> jj:^ fv it, and has in plain ttn 

fc\'r/rnir., mv L'.: !5, h'*-'.J ha'.c -c:cJ otherwi'e, mho; 
fj?Tr r.-i I. *t b.'t:: blafitd hv rcr.c:*! (:;K!'*:..#n i every man 
ha.c all. J fit'.icrwijt who jrcfcrrcd shj publiik ^ooJ in h • cw 
tijvja; ce in p >wcr ^ an J ci(.ry n<an hj» aclcd ui^crwiic wr.o h 
t:r,;uifl. 'i hiinfclf a'^ a fxicr.d So the pjbl'.cti. 

It iNtKc ir.tcrcfl cf the n;iC:on, my Lo:l», that cvrry o£ce 
be uV.t.l Vv :hat ir.in who is n.nil c. p.i..>'.e of u.;*ch4r^ir £ it. 
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afily obtain ihc preferments of the crown, is too obvious for con- 
rover fy. 
This prafiice, my Lords, is a fufficieat foundation for the motion ; 
pradice fo injurious to the nation, fo long continued, and fo openly 
vowed, requires to be vigoroufly oppofed, left it {hould become efta- 
lifhed by long cuRom, and entangle itfelf with our conftitution. 

If the minider, my Lords, has made it neceflary to employ none 
luthis adherents and blind followers, this necefHty is alone a fufii- 
lent proof how little he confides in his own prudence or integrity, 
M>w apprehenfive he is of the cenfure of the fenate, and how dedrous 
»f continuing his authority, by avoiding it. And furely, my Lords, 
C is our duty, as well as, our right, to addrefs the throne, that a mi- 
lifter (hould be removed who fears the people, fince few men fear 
Rrichout hating, and nothing fo much contributes to make any maa 
in enemy to his country, as the confcioufnefs that he is univerfally 
ibhorred. 

But, my Lords, if this is done by him without neceOIty, if the 
general preference of his friends is only the confequence of mif- 
taken judgment, or corrupt gratitude, this addrefs is equally necefTary, 
becaufe the efTedts are equally pernicious. 

When a minifter fufpedlcd of ill intentions is continued in employ- 
ment, difcontent mud naturally fpread over the nation ; and if the 
end of government be the happinefs of the people j if fufpicion and 
jealoufy be contrary to a ftate of happinefs ; and if this fufpicion 
irhich generally prevails, this difcontent which fills the whole nation, 
can only be appeafed by the removal of the minifter ; prudence, 
juftice, and the examples of our anccftors, ought to influence us to 
endeavour that the affairs of the nation mav be transferred to fuch 
whofe greater integrity or wifdom has recommended them to the afTcc- 
tiooof the people. 

In this motion, therefore, we need not be fuppofed to imply that 
the minifter is either ignorant or corrupt, but that he is difliked by 
the people, difliked to fuch a degree, my Lords, that it is not fafc 
for his majefty to employ him. 

It IS doubtlefs our duty, my Lords, to guard both the rights of the 
people, and the prerogatives of the throne, and with equal ardour 
toremonftrate to his majefty the diftrefTes of his fubjefts, and his own 
danger. We are to hold the balance of the cotift\X.\iV\oT\^ •j.tv^ xv^^\- 
thcr to tuBkr the regal power to be Qvetborw b^ ^ loii^tvx ^^ ^^^v^'j^'v 
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leiriflativc proceedings, may be cafily difcovered by ob'erTin^ r..« 
often the mod (kiU'ul ftatefm?!! are miflaken, and how ircquer.: r '^ 
laws require to be amended. 

If then, my T^rds, the people judge for thcmfeivcs on irse 
fubjccls, they m-ift ncccfTarily determine wichiMt kn3w!e?j;r ffiic 
queftiopB, and their decifions arc then of fmall authoricy. I: :3n 
receive implicitly the dictates of others, and blindly adopt tfarc'p* 
nions of thufe who have gained their favour and cilecm, thcrsp- 
plaufes and complaints are with rcrpc£l to themfclves empty imms 
which they utter as the organs of their leaders. Nor are ibe^c:<a 
of the people gratified, when their petitions arc granted ^ nor Uat 
grievances ov^ci looked, when their murmur« arc ncgicitcJ. 

As it is no reproach to the people, that they cannot be the proTr 
lud^cs of the condufl of the government, (o neither are thno 
becenfurcd when they complain of injuries not real, and crtoSf* 
the apprehenfion of fevcrities unintcnd'jd. Urjull com plaints ■! 
Lords, and unreafonab!c apprehenfion^, arc tu be im;rjicJ tot^^ 
who court their regard only to deceive ihem, anJ eXii!: then*: *n 
Co reputation by refcuing them from grievances that were nc\<xi-^ 
snd averting d.i tigers that were never nCar. 

He only who makes tlic h.ippj.r.f's of the j>co;«Ic hi* enicaf.'i'i 
I vvs them wicii a triK' .ificctiDj anJ a rati irul ccnJerr.Li:-, i.*^ 
i.rt.rinly conljlti tluir hj;';).jv^!> who Cor.liihuccs ! « \t.\\ i\i ^ro-:.:* 
It.^ claiii.uir.^, ;!iiJ a;ir,jic all uie'r:^ apj:rc'tienl:o.i-, w;ijc.r..»i 
Ji » care i.ot i.;i!y tc prcfjrxc tht .r *|:i.Lt anu their Iilrr:., bj::j :;•:-'' 

h ';"it'c:s, oa: cii.ible^ ih. m loiiv- v .c. 

'.' I?'..s it .ippvj;-:. mv I..»rJ-, ili-i it is piri'-ic to b- a l'.:r.i i'-^ 
f . ■ :.:.•: »:!iv!;' , '\. .u.i liu a l:i..:iiilia:ii.. , an.: i.-;: i;.» ir.ap. cjs 

n. . I. ».• . -vL-L.-.r*. ..:.J. :.»L .ir. J .1: • i^j,..*, :;i..:i !.c ! ja: ^i^i •!=» 

• • • 
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emanded by ihofe that ccnfupe the conduit of publick affairs, bjt 
lat their opinion IhoulJ be confidered as an overbalance to the vvif- 
om of the fenate, that no man (hould be allowed to fpcalc but as 
icy dictate, nor to vote but a^ they (hali influence them by their rhe- 
yric or example ? 

To repeat the particular topicks of accufation, and recapitulate 
ht arguments which have been produced to confute it, would Ic a 
edious and unneceflary labour ; unncccflary bccaufe it is weU knowa 
bat they once had the power of convincing this houfc, and that 
lothing has fmce happened to leflen their force, and becaufe many 
>f them now have been already repeated by the noble lords that 
lave oppofed the motion. 

To fearch far backward for pad errors, and to take advantage of 
Iter difcoveries in cenfuring the condu£i of any miniiler, fs in a 
igh degree difingcnuous and cruel 5 it is an art which may be cafily 
raclifcd, of perplexing any queftion, by connecling diilant fads, 
id entangling one period of time wiih another. 

The only candid method of enquiry is to recur back to the ftate 
* affairs, as it then appeared, to confider what was openly declared, 
id what was kept impenetrably fecret, what was. difcoverable by 
Jman fagacity, and what was beyond the reach of the moft pierc- 
g politician. * 

With regard to the Hanover treaty, it is not, my Lords, rcqui- 
e that we' (hould engage ourfclves in a very minute examination ; 
rlt was not only npt tranfactpd by the right honourable gentleman 
hofe behaviour is the fubjcil of this debate, but cannot be proved 

have been known by him till it was formally ratified. If he aftcr- 

ards approved it eiiherin the council or the fenate, te cannot jufliy, 

tw deftruflivc or ridiculous foever that treaty may be thought, be 

larged with more than his (hare of the guilt, the bare guilt of a 

igle vote. 

But there is one accufation yet more malicious, an accuf4tion not 

ly of crimes which this gentleman did not commit, but >^hich 

vc not yet been committed, an accufation formed by prying mto 

urity, and exaggerating misfortunes which arc yet to come, and 

lich may probably be prevented. Well may any man, my Lords, 

nk himfelf in danger, when he hears himfclf charg^-d not with 

;h crimes and mifdemeanors, not with accumviWvM^ v.^^W\> \i^^\. 

h mifcqndud of publick affairs, paft, pictcul, 'Awi ^\x\n^^-- 

'uL. J. (J '^ -^ 
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The only char^ie a;;3iiift this gcntlemsn, which frcnis to rc!-:5 
mnrc CO him than to any other m:in cn^a^ed in the a-lminitlran n, ii 
the continuance of the haiboiir of Dunkirk, which, fijs ihc roilr 
duke, i'.c mull hv .'.cipjainCLJ with ascommiflloncrof the trcifarT;:.! 
if the cii!c of fiill commiiTioncr be dcniccf, if his authority be b-j: ::« 
fan:e \vi::i tr.at of hi^r aUbciates, wiicnce comes it, my LorJi, th«::; 
is rr.oic p.iriic ;I.ir!v accufcJ than ihcy ? Why is his guilt f-pp..*;u 
j*f".t-.'r if hir- power is only cij«ial ? 

I^l^ r.'.y r.^rJ:, I bt-icvc it will appear, chat no g-ailt his ^"^J 
c: i/.r::/:*. J <•■] :!.:$ account, and that Dunkirk was alwavf in'.crisi, 
cwn l^v tri'l- :!:.;: Jjir.a;:]. I the iIc;:.o!i:ion of ir, to con:r.;e i^r- 
bf.;:r f r 1... .".I tr.iJin-^ v.l-t!^, and that if larger ever arri.rJ ?>« 
il: ':.-;•% th .■ !/.) ;it a i!kr;..i.ce froir. the Ihorc, and were l^:c :t 
f.. '; V. :"i.! !>,•:! lii" tov/n. 

\\ \:h r'.-.'..:d t;) (':i:tr ^iViir', my I*'»rJs, they were j!' trar. *.j:. 
hv :!:.• cc. i.ci!, ivd I-y hi. JrvJlinn, but with h'n c««ncu;:enc:, ir: 
l-.'-.v i: i. r .! iin( r.r w:*h miHi^c if) fin :\c him out for ccr.fjrc, i s-i 
d !';:;: ti;j i: 'M • I.'j.ti; r.* tticw vvl-.i a: prove the motion. 

Ifr .''■ ]• p'l', m;- L'tii!*, h:*. c bi .p, !>v niifrt-prc-feMtJtion^ inJ^!*- 
oiflr : r -; .• a::-.', <\.t:, i r..t^.l j;»:i::t !:;;i?, if thi: genera! w »c cf:i: 
r:.':-.':i c»:i !'. ■:v' h.::";, u/ n :;!.:;: o.c caution.^ V to i.\aniir:; r j C"- 

t^ • ^ ' '•.•■ii <|, 1 l- ■■''i»«ii»»'i*iii'»r ' 'i!u*i* tt\ -i '•'^*A■ •' ■• '■ 

t ^') * '* ••^ **' '.!■ •. .%. .'. i«i. .1 iLr'i«, lUl^v IV.'^^I 11^.. m' rf..-* I 

•■ .■ l' T-' "".1 if'M'ilI'l'* .'^•I'l' •••-•*«i^ k>.- • •!• 

• -■■ I ''• ■ • • Il- ' kilt- ^11 K.'.^. •■■•<1 (li^.a.fkt.l- kllC r>»ok %■ • • 
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■ ■ I* I I I 

, ^ I • • > • ■ i • ■ • ^ ' . i ^ . 1 1 . .1 , .. . . • ' , I u„.: » '. iv 1. . . 1 ^ : . 
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I ! :!jr.'i:: ^ : \ 'v. . : :;:, p r\.' \. if l". a'J::ij::v.: . -c :-.=.":, :■- 
fji; :■. 'ii'tf .. I". '.!.'■; .\, iMii tl'.'v h.i". c iij r;:!ht t.> h: a* "a ' c . -. J \: 
i;] k«- u t = .j lx. .1*:! ixr" of i*!- .: f-.:i:vrc'.' ; .irvl .i» i!i -. ^ -. .'•.-.". 
ii ■» J Ic.i (' :'v '.* -: J ";:'.•,•. 1 bv tl'.o!'i: w!io hu\;: n^'. i!.. . -<.:■.- 
r. :. .o i\..im;,i;; ■ !*. > u-n'-: >, I.e.: ilu' r..'it v,f ' : ' ■ . : .. r. '. 
cri:. »i :ir ■ e i > _..•.: l.i.u : •• i i :u::.f!r::tT.C. 

l.'-rMlAi !. .. : !>.:;j r :.: in fa! f^.::vj .;s I^ !' ■ w! — Mv !.-:•, 

t'ln ■ "I I ijii''*'r ■■■■• •■•• »■ •• ' ■ •'>* I' I'.p »■••» I '. • ' . ^ f'- i» » 

li,.ns i.'f.L" t!... il'.t', .Tc :«* '. r:i -r :! ■. w. r. -, J^r :;..■ i .. i^^cH : r..: 

to 

l!:.!t I! i. lit;", a!: : > l.p.uw :Ii-: r; • vc4 i>l i.c v !:a!i*...r.«, ar.f :* • 

ch.-.t-.»: !.i.-. , .i;. ! •■ .11 .1 ni;i :.■ l-n •<•.:.!. a:..! ;:. Mil; rr^c ' ur^a 

fc^L'i4*-icr /*w;'.'j:rco:; ••^■■tiu^.-, ;» .uV\ .\A \* v;..»:. ^^.J^ Hi!!i rr- 
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gird to the people in general, it cannot be denied, that neither their 
education qualifies theni) nor their employments allow them to be 
t&uch verfed in fuch enquiries. 

But, my Lords, to refer efFe&s to their proper caufes, and to ob- 
crvc, when confcquences break forth, from whence they proceed, is 
10 fuch arduous taflc. The people of the loweft dafs may eafily 
eel that they are more miferable this year than the lad, and may 
squire and difcover the reafon of the aggravation of their mifery; 
bey may know that the army is encre^fed, or our trade dimi** 
liflied, that the taxes are heavier, and penal laws become more 
»ricvous. 

Nor is it Icfs eafy for them to difcover that thefe calamities are not 
wrought upon them by the immediate hand of heaven, or the irre- 
[Ifiible force of natural caufes ; that their towns are not ruined by an 
invafion, nor their trade confined by a peftilence; they may then 
nfily colIe<9 that they are only unhappy by the mifconduct of their 
governors, they may afSgn their infelicity to that caufe, as the only 
reaaaining caufe that is adequate to the effe£t. 

If it be granted, my Lords^ that they may be miftaken in their 
reafoning, it muft be owned that they are not miftaken without pro- 
babilities on their fide : it is probable that the niiniflry mufl injure 
the publick intereit when it decays without any other vifible caufe ; 
it is flill more probable, when ic appears that among thofc whofe 
Ration enables them to enter into national enquiries, every man 
imputes their calamities to the minifler, who is not vifibly dependent 
on his favour. It becomes more probable yet when it appears that it 
it the great bufinefs of the minifler to multiply dependencies, to lift 
accomplices, and to corrupt his judges. 

At ieaft, my Lords, if it be granted, which furely cannot be de*- 
Died, that the people may be fenfible of their own miferies,* it is 
their part to declare their fufFerings, and to apply to this houfe for 
reliefy and it is our bufinefs to difcover the authors of them, and 
bring them to punifhment. 

That the people are very loud and importunate in their complaints, 

it daily evident, nor is it lefs apparent that their complaints are juft; 

if therefore their miferies mufl have an author, let the defenders of 

this gentleman point out the man whom they may more pro;^rlf 

locnfe.* 

O 2 ^^^> 
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But, my Lord^i nothing is more evident, than that the crimci ar J 
the criminal arc equally knDwn, that there is one man prciomiraet 
in his majefty*s councils, aiiJ that it has long been the pr*&ce a( 
that man at once to opprefs anJ ridicule the people^ to plunoer tfaes^ 
and fet them at defiance. 

Nothing is more known than that this man pre ten Js t*) a r> 
perior knowlcJ^L*, and excrt^ a fupcrior po\irer in the mana-'irrn: cf 
th? publick revenues, and that they have bsen fo ill mana^rd ::r 
miny years, thit the expenccs of peace have been almoft eijua):? 
thofe r:f a moll vigorous and ex ten five war. 

Nothing is more probable than that mod of the foreign nejoc^ 
tions arc conJucteJ by his direction, nor more certain than tha: dTf 
have penerally ti-nJcd on)j. to make us contemptible. | 

That »hc excifc was pro'?iLd in his own head, that it was rerwv 
mcndcJ by him upon his own conviclion, and prcfTed upon tne!;^-' 
laturc by hi< influcncL^ cannot be queftioned ; and if this Were ^j 
only crime, it this wire the o::!y fchcme of opprefHon that cic: U 
planned out, it is fuch a dcc:ar::;ion of war upon the publicik I'lbcr^^ 
fuch an attr.ck of our nutufa! .:nJ coiJilitutlonal rights as wrai zcrtf 
perhaps parJoned by any naiii-n. 

Nor ij it Icf.. n •tfjri..iia 1I..U th: I/.tc inf-iinous convention Wii tr^v- 
acted by one «f h:s own i!cpcr.Jc:)ts th it he pail.^t^J <t crrc:*..i 
the lulica cf o:r mcrwJ.anis, thit he cfpofcd the dec!u::i:iD:: l:' »i-. 
and has iince cblliuctLu its operat.ons. 

C)n tills OLc^afiutu nv LorJs, it niav be ufcfu] to remark ±: zt^ 
parent partiahiy of ihi^ 2cntltma:^'a viniiicator*, whj declare ±2: 
nieai'i.rc^ arc not tube cinfurcJ .•i'^ impru.i;nt, onlv bccauie :hr% i ' 
iir.''L:rc.rN:\j!, an J )c: vwhc:i other inrtaiue? o:' his ccniu:t faJ) trie* 
cur examination, th::.k. it a fjtTic:(.nt dv'cncc to exclaim a^ainii i^ 
linrca!'iinablci;cr.- if juJ^in^ before the cver.t. 

l^i licnv ihjt in the coiiduji bjth of c:\i! ai.J m^Htarr aEa.rs fac ttf 
cbta ned, I ^n-^w not by what mean', j:i au'.hc<i::y luperior t^lia? 
of anv ether ni'.r, a:i wl:!;^;.:v i.:c:..:rjie, uncontioulabie. aai 
fc^:.!', i» to ippujc lift iiiil, c ;:.iri\'. :.: re, b^: J- !y cxp<r.ci.cc. .- 
ab i.>Mi:n:lujncr ofih: tie.fjr^ lu !.»s i.j m^^rc rower thaui aa« (H Z-* 
aA.H:uii.-*:, whcni.e u i:, t>.at t j ( ,:p •i\: ui ct. 11 lure hioi, to dd^K %1 
hi I ii.LI!tb.!!ty, to fuf.iect his intL^rity, or to ub:l:u^ his tiiAiacsct, 
U A c//.iir f uxiiilicJ wilh no V ^V^^; \^v\Ja\; vVl^w (o;:cttuic of cmp^* 
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ment, as appears, my Lords, from the late difmiffion of a gentle- 
man, againft whom nothing can be alleged but an obftinate inde- 
pendence and open difregard of this arbitrary minifter. 

But happy would it be, my Lords, for this nation, if he endea« 
voured not to extend his authority beyond the treafury or the court ; 
if he would content himfelf with tyrannizing over thofe whofe ac- 
ceptance of falaries and preferments has already fubje6led them to his 
command, without attempting to influence eledlions, or to direfl tho 
members of the other houfe. 

How much the influence of the crown has operated upon all pub- 
lick councils fince the advancement of this gentleman, how zealoufly 
it has been fupported, and how induftrioufly extended, is unneceilary 
to explain, fince what is feen or felt by almoft every man in 
the kingdom cannot leafonably be fuppofed unknown to your 
LordOiips. 

Nothing can be more contrary to the true notion of the BritiHi con- 
llitution, than to imagine, that by fuch meafures his majefty's real 
intereft is advanced. The true intereft, my Lords, of every mo- 
narch, is to pleafe the people, and the only way of pleating Bri- 
tons, is to preferve their liberties, their reputation, and their com- ; 
merce. Every attempt to extend the power of the crown beyond 
the limits prefcribed by our laws, muft in effe£l make it weaker, 
by diverting the only fource of its (Irengthj the affe<flion of his 
fubjcAs. 

It is, therefore, my opinion, my Lords, that we ought to agree to 
this motion, as a flanding memorial not only of our regard for the 
mtion, but of our adherence to our fovereign ; that his councils may 
be no longer influenced by that man whofe pernicious advice, and 
unjuftifiable condud, has added new hopes and new ftrength to his 
enemies, impoverifhed and exafperated his fubjeSs, inflamed the 
difcontent of the fcditious, and almoft alienated the afl^flion of the 
loyal. 

The Bifliop of Salisbury fpoke next, to the following purport : 
—My Lords, after all the exaggerations of the errors, and all the 
repreiientations of the mal-condud of the right honourable gentle- 
maH, after the moft affefting rhetoric, and the moft acute enquiries, 
nothing has appeared of weight fuflicient to \^y^v2a\ VvCjv xc«. \a vg^ts^ 
to the prefent motion, a motion, if not ot 2Lti \itv^x^^^^^^^sA>> ^^^- 
it d very tMtrMordmtry kind, whicb maL7 «te\x^ vcw "vc^ ^otw'v^- 
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quenccs to futurity, and be perhaps more dangerous to innoctacr 
than guilt. 

I cannot yet difcover any proof fufficicnt to conviA him of hiii-f 
ufurpcd the authoricv oifi^;} miniftcri or any other power ihiairu: 
accidental iiifljcuce which cvcry man ha5, whoffadJrels or frniw-a 
h^\ e procured him the favoi r of his fovcrc'nn. 

The ul'urpjiion, my Lords, of re^al power muft be made ftiicat 
by fo-Dtvihat more than general aiVertions, mud appear ff^ci fuat 
puMick ait like that of one of ih'; prtia:e> left regent of the k:n£-*-a 
by Rljhard the fiift, who a> foon as the king was j:onc ttjo Ux lar?- 
turn, in the firil elcvatioiis of his hearty br^an his new auth^ntv \% 
invrifoning his colleague. 

To charge thii gentlem;in with tie difminion of an j of his ra!- 
leajiic^, car, after the ftron::cil aggravation*, rife no higher thir t> 
an acciiUtion ot h.:vin.; advtled hi> m.ijedy to difmif} him, and rrra 
that, ny Lords, ihnds at prefent unfuppjried by eiiJcrce, norcoai 
it, hcwe\er uncimttllabiy pru»re.l, difcover cither wickednefs or p«ik- 
nci's, or Huw any other authority than every man wouid cxercife, t 
he were able to .ittain it. 

If wc had difcharjiJ thii r!en!L*manbvhi« o«rn au;hotitr« if ScW 
tranfiJt i np^-y any jfCit a::'.iir to t!ie uiudvaiit.i^c v( the pub '.:k« 
if liC h .il irTii^v/!\:d cither iijutn the ki:';: or liie fcnatc by fAlie rrpre. 
f;.:.;.;'.. i.s, ir h.* haJ f:: the law> at do.uac.-, and opji^ly irarr.pr: t« 
O'.ir cjn'.iitutioii, and .f l.)y thciV p.-^j !:..•; he l.aj cxalu J h.ri.;cIt4X«c 
ihj rt'-ch ^^i j>. ls^.:l pruucution, it ha.l been woithy ut' the c.^cm J 
th.j hj'.::V, to iu\c ««\. -!Ljj^':d ihc C'.miv.on bouadarici cf cuit«^, 
t' iijv.' r.:" ! .■■.■-::.'.' f J. : ., :is^ ci':'rn,.AJiiic, and to h»^e dfu.:r: 
1j contcri;jtij,,uj a;i i ; ,h;:iiu1 an tih-*i^Jcr to a level wi:h the rsi J 
i .^ (c'.l..w-!.i.ji:w:» by L*.i-eJu;(Mi aril \i^:«»rjus ii t:hi..!;, (o r.-: 
rtrrcliU h.s ..rrc^^ar.cc, bio^ci i;:. j '.;vl-:, ,\\\1 o. .i Alulmcd \\.s. •£ 
c::C'- b) liic ttii.'.via v. t .;lii oi .iji i:i . i.iin«M> CTluic. 

I'ul, riiv ]a:' , w h .vc In tl;.- . • . . I.: *..! .• r." pr-'V; caiicai f? • 
cri.'.ic* ei:htr L.;'.r.!;. .*.■ ..vi 1, i.: t\ j ::.',• •-. .\^ \ ; .nd irrrair* a 
ir.-i'CT!'::-.: l^mi hcl/iI) lu r\.r: il j- •.■/■. j «■!' thr h ufr in an. c* 
lr-.:l •^..i:y ;•..■ i! ••1 i-: i": :. * .t i. \^\- •?'*•, ;^:ui!li whenevtr •€ 
c. .. wui.*.-*. . ; J ... ; ..r.L:..i.r «*c *.^ii ( ! :.-. • r. iJrncri let ui ::jc 

r; .'£.'. : •'.:...::::: ...*i w.^w L:ih-.^rj, r^r ;:^:ii(h ar.v rr.aa «^ 

• f 

7.'.r .'.*j<c o: i't: J^r.o '.t'Sv. '.v.v., v.\ v-VXwr* vw V«S«n»\- 
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My Lords, it is cafy to charge the moft blamelefs and gentle proce- 
dure with injuftice and.feverity, but it is not eafy to fupport fuch an 
accufation without confounding meafures widely diSerent and dif- 
guidngthe nature of things with fallacious mifreprcfen rations. 

Nothing is more evident than that neither condemnation nor pu- 
nifliment is intended by the motion before us, which is only to re- 
move from power a man who has no other claim to it than the will 
of his mailer, and who, as he had not been injured by never obtain* 
ing it, cannot juftly complain that it is taken from him. 

The motion, my Lords, is fo far from inflifting punifhment, that 
it confers rewards, it leaves him in thepofleflion of immcnfc u'ealth, 
however accumulated, and enables him to leave that office in fe- 
curity, from which moft of his predeceflbrs have been precipitated by 
national refentment, or fenatorial profecution. 

There is no ccnfure, my Lords, made of his condu<S, noch?.rgc 
of wcakncfs or fufpicion of difconefty, nor can any thing be equitably 
inferred from it, than that in the opinion of this houfe his majetly 
may probably be ferved by fome other perfon, more to the faiisfaction 
of the Britilh nation. 

Though it is not juft to puni(h any man without examination, or 
to cenfure his condu(fl merely becaufe it has been unpleafing or un- 
fuccefsful; though it is not reafonable that any man (hould forfeit 
what be poflfefles in his own right, without a crime, yet it is juft to 
withdraw favours only to confer them on another more defer ving; it 
is juft in any man to withhold his own, only to preferve his right, or 
obviate an injurious prcfcription, and it is therefore juft to advife fuch 
a condud whenever it appears neceftary to thofe who have the right 
of offering advice. 

To advife his majcfty, my Lords, is not only our ri^^ht but 
our duty; we are not only juftifiable in pradifing, but criminal ip. 
reglefiing it. That we fliould declare cur apprchenfions of any 
impending danger, and our di (approbation of pubiick mifconducl, 
is expeSed both by our fovereign and the people, and let us not by 
omitting fuch warnings lull the nation and our fovereign into a 
dangerous fecurity, and from tendcrnefs to one man prolong or en- 
creafe the mifcries of our country, and endanger or deftroy the ho- 
nour of our fovereign. 

Lord Hbmvey fpoke next, in cffea as fo\\o>w^\— '^^ Vo^^'^^ ^\^ 
Is furel/a dsiy dcdincd by the noble Loid^ ^Vio d^i^^vwei.^icsK.t^*:^^^^^'^ 

04 '' 
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for the fupport of paradoxical aflcrttons, for the excrciie of ibcj 
priiftratinn, and oflcntation of their ihctoric ; they have aitemptci r« 
T)ijint:iiri the certainty of ccmrron lame in oppofition ff'i daih co- 
fervation ; the c\idcrtcc of a folc niiniflcr in contrAjiiHion to c^ 
lto::vcll tvidencc; a:jJ h.v.in^ by thcfc gradations -art.vcJ atiir 
hi.^h:ft drg:ce of cor.trovLTi'i^! temerity, are endeavouring to mAt t 
tppcir, that the publick cenfurc of the houfc of Lord* ii nopuoA- 
n"»ent. 

If vv? take th? libsr'y, my LorJs, of uf:ng known words ia I 
new ; :iv, in a m:.i:i::!^ KiVrved t>) ourfelvcs oitly, it ttllliaM 
he' difli' iil( t«> conrutc, a< it will be i'lipofliblc to undcrl^and ui \ ktf 
It pjiii'.hr.Ar.t be now to be undciilood as implying the rime laa 
V. huM his hitherto bi^e:! conveyed by iti it will not be ca fy to ftcv 
tliuC -r m tiiijs piiblitkly cenfurcd is not fcverely punifhed, and, c 
h:3Ci:r:.c) air not r!..ii!y proved, punillied in oppo/ilion to law, a 
icifon, an J to jiitlioe. 

i: h..: b*:!i iii'.lK-rto imagined, my Lords, that no punifliRKnt ii 
hc.uicr tlir.n tl'i:it of infamy, and fii ante ha«, by gcneroui mift^s 
b.'cr. .i\ .ii.lcd at the haz-iid nf every other mifcry. Thai fuch acca- 
f.irc J.- i« p»^«»Tv»rf 1 by the nvuion, muft irreparably deft roy thr rtrc- 
\^i\':\\ ii \\\z r-cifon .T^aihll whom it is dirt\'tL\I, that it mult ccrfc; 
ih;.' r . .::- (.J his c::imic?, impiir thr cftecm of hli frirnd», oiart 
hi;" f' :' ::• »\\ Kij:.*p*: :is unwc^ithy c.f !;>» f'xcreigf^'s favour, and :c- 
p'licnt \\\ n luI-lLl: jxiiUrity ;:s an enemy tuhi> country, ia iai;.p-- 

T:..'" • s'.'.y I..^:*!'-, arc tV.ec".i!cnt confetiucnces of the ^JJrti 
n* '.•- i i.'i Vv ti«e ri blc 'v^ri ; and, if i.ich confer, uenccs arr lx 
I • ■■ ', i". w i'.l Vj j.^, I ir./cr ia oli power to cnf^^-rcc O'ir laws by Lac- 

li > 'f ;. r: :. 

i i ■• .'y '\: • \::,:\ ■:iihcar i ;: ?.n c j rn -■. ! fl'j;rant \.al3ti«*n of 
thf *]'•.'■ * 'v I'f : !!'•'■(•, b-:: :t i !• !! a v.si.r «:'.*.ij?ion f pi ;: !j 
f :r\h .1 'o.,,! I.- ...c .i"*! ; :: . r ..■ ' ■••• i^ i * w,-*! 'ip.,:! ihfi ^r'- 
i! -.1. n I : .p ::•.".'«■. *. ■. ; • ;..ii" , pi.i. • . .1 I ■. ii p mnlicn, ar.i 1^ 

^- •'■ •''. i.^' '1! .1 l'»^"v '*t'*t •• i» •• ■■* 

V--I l»i> .11' I. ** \ ••nil.. ,^\.l..l.i.lt . '■■•• 

! . .-. :":i .M :, r.. I :..., u..;-. :: r .c ."icat laws of rcafwfl 
ar.l ••I.I I, >: i j.-rurrc o*-r • iyi i!i*:..wl'.r .mJ prciogatiie of 
jtjH •;• -..I . : i' .. .'I'lintj to iJ..- l.i;,' pr.-. i".ic of a^cufeii J»i 

/*o.''i 'fi'; .IS !o It 'oC\ iVc r.ici on. 
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Several other lords fpoke in this debate, which lafted eleven hours; 
at length the queftion was put, and on a divifiqn carried in the 
negative. Content 59. Not content 108. 
After the determination of the foregoing queftion, the duke of 
Marlborough rofe up and fpoke as follows : — 

My Lords, though your patience mufl undoubtedly be wearied bjr 
the unufual length of this day's debate, a debate protraAed in my 
>pinion, not by the difficulty of the queftion, but by the obftinacy 
of prejudice, the ardour of paffion, and the deflre of v^^ry ; yet I 
loubt not but the regard which this aflembly has always paid to the 
(afety and happinefs of the date, will incline you to fupport the fa- 
tigue of attention a little longer, and to hear with your ufual impar<- 
tiality another motion. 

The propofition which I am about to lay down, my Lords, is not 
fuch as can admit of controverfy ; it is fuch a (landing principle as 
was always acknowledged even by thofe who have deviated from it. 
Such a known truth as never was denied, though it appears fome- 
times to have been forgotten. 

But, my Lords, as it never can be forgotten without injury to par* 
ticular perfons, and danger to the (late in general, it cannot be too 
frequently recoIlciSlcd, or too firmly e(labli(hed ; it ought not only 
to be tacitly admitted, but publickly declared, (ince no man's foe* 
tune, liberty, or life, can be fafe, where his judges Ihall think them* 
ielves at liberty to a£l upon any other principle. I therefore move^ 
*« That any attempt to in&\A any kind of puni(hment on any perfon 
without allowing him an opportunity to make his defence, or with* 
out any proof of any crime or mifdcmeanor committed by him, is 
contrary to natural ju (lice, the fundamental laws of this realm, and 
the ancient e({abli(hed ufage of fenate, and is a high infringetaent 
of liberties of the fubjefl." 

He was feconded by the Duke of D£vonshire : — My Lords, 
though the motion made by the noble duke is of fuch a kind, that 
no oppofition can be expelled or feared, yet I rife up to fecond it, 
Ij(t it (bould be imagined that what cannot be rejected, is yet utk* 
willingly admitted. 

That where this maxim is not allowed and adhered to, rights 
and liberties are empty founds, is uncontedably evident ; if this 
principle he forfaken, guilt and innocence 2xt, tc^vx^X^j V^q.\x<c^^ -^ 
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fupply the place of rcafon, and all evidence muff give way toMiSii 
or to favour. 

I hope, therefore, my Lords, that your regard to juftice, to trari^ 
«nd to your own fafety, will influence you to confirm this paxni 
felfevidcnt principle hy a (landing refolution^ that may not only n* 
ftrain oppreffion in the prefcnt age, but direS the judiciary precBBd- 
ings of our fucctflbrs. 

Lord LoTEL rofc next, and fpoke as follows :— My Lordi,Ghatf 
and jufticc mull always fupport each other* thej can never ki| 
fljurifh apart) every temporary expedient that can be cooiri«i» 
preferve or enlarge liberty by means arbitrary and oppreffive, fom i 
precedent which may in time be made ufe of to violate or deflrof ib 
Liberty is in efTcdl fuTpended, whenever injuftice is praAricd, fa 
what is liberty, my Lords, but the power of doing right widttC 
fear, with3ut controul, and without danger. 

But, my Lords, if any man may be condemneJ unheard, if j*'!^ 
ment may precede evidence, what fafcty, or what confidence caa 
ii'.tc;^rity afi'urd ? Ic is in vain that any man means well* and A 
prudently, it is e\'cn in vain that he can prove the jufticc and fr*- 
dence of his conduct. 

By liberty, my Lords, can never be meant the privilege of dcir; 
wrong without being accountable, bccaufc liberty i^ always i'|X>4ea et 
as happinefs, or one of the means to happintf, and happinctt ti^ 
virtue c^tnnac b? fcparated. The grc:it ufc of liberty muft thocfort 
be to prefer ve juftiee from violation, j jftice the great publick virr«, 
b'.' v^hicha kind or* cquaiiry isiiiifulcd over the wh.>Ie facte! r, ^ 
t\hich wealth is rcllr.incd from opprefCon, and inferior it v pre fc.n^ 
ii. .n tiTvicui!^. 

Lt^irty, prncr;:! l:b:rty, mufl i.vply jer:eral jufticc ; for wkf»- 
f\rr ai V |i4rl nf a ii.ii-. can ic ui juil wi:h im]»u:!ity» the reft *- 
flve*. I h.it t>i coiiilm-.n an) man ur.l.carJ is oppii-(nve a:. J ur"-'\ 
u h.\o:A ronifovcMy demcr.ftrablr, ai:J that no fuih poner i 
cLimcJ by your Lfj:di'jipi wiJ, I hupc, appear fri m y^ur t:L\' 
•li'»fM. 

!..».. I f;..;vFa f,^ kc next :-.A?y I.irdf, to :hr prfrnVIr !. i 
djiwn by thr :e noi-le 1 jrJs, i };jv( riD obie:iion, .iitd co:\d m :\ 
th-'n III hopjp; that all o it prucec il.i-5 v;;ll c*;r:rit»u:c t^ c:f A^J!k 
ti , bur why i; ni<>u'd \*c confttmc'i \.\ ji V'\vc\*>. xt^Aviu. n^ whf i« 
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Fould be madnefs to deny, it is beyond my penetration to diC- 
over. 

Though the noble lord's pofition cannot be controverted, yet bis 
notion, if it is dMigned to imply any cenfure of the proceedings 
if this day, may reafonably be rtjeded, and that t[nnc cenfiiie 
I intended, we may conjedure, becaufe no other reafon can be 
^iven why it was not made at fome other time* 

Lord Halifax then rofe : — My Lords, that a cenfure is intended, 
mil, I fuppofe, not be denied, and that fuch a cenfure is unjuft 
mutt doubtlcfs be the opinion of all thofe who are fuppofcd to have 
incurred it, and it will therefore not be wondered that the motioa 
is oppofed by thtm, as indecent and calumnious: late as it is, taj 
Lords, I will not for my part fuffer fuch an indignity without op- 
pofition, and (hall think my confcienceand my honour require, that 
I (bould not be overborne by perfeverance or by numbers, but that I 
fliould, if I cannot convince the noble lords by argument, of the 
impropriety of the motion, record my reafons againft it, which 
nay perhaps be more candidly received by pofterity. 

Lord Talbot fpolce to this efied :— My Lords, it 13 not withont 
indignation that I hear a motion fo injurious to my own bonottr, 
and to that of the noble lords who have concurred with me in the 
laft debate, nor without contempt that I obferved the motion con* 
founded with the portions contained in it^ the low fubtility of fuch 
condud is no lefs to be defpifed than the malice to be abhorred. 

Fifty nine lords are here branded as ftrangers or enemies to the . 
firft princit>1e of judicial equity, for doing what will entitle them to 
the general applaufe of every man in the kingdom that has the full 
poflefiion of his underftanding or the free ufeof his fcnfes, of everj 
man that can di(lingui(h truth or feci oppreifioa. 

They have endeavoured to refcue their country from the rapine of 
penConers and the tyranny of an army, from perpetual taxes, and 
ufefefs expencesj they have attempted to expofe the errors of arro^ 
gant ignorance, and to depref^ the power of greatnefs founded on 
corruption and fwelling beyond legal rcftraints. 

That for fuch attempts they are vilified and reproached, is not 
to be obferved without indignation and aftonifhmcnt ; aflonlfbment 
which nothing could abate but the recolleclion of th^ C\x.\i^vV^'^ ^l 
thofe lords who bzre united to promote fo unjuft. z, cttiWx^ 

Let us, mjr Lords, cotjidtt the ciicutnftaLU^cs >ii ^^ ^^'-^^ vwcJ^'s. 



]',ir.\'i ':•: '.v'' rti :!;!j m Jti'tn hii^ bi'cn made 2nJ fupporteJ, let us ute 
a vi.-.v c-f t::L r cr«:i.:j.t, a:iJ confiJsr the viiible mourcs Co wkd 
i: may '.v* ^f.;.jc'J, tlicir pLc.s, their dcpcnJencc 

J.or.: C:i ^LM .NDM.LY fpokc rex: in fublunce ai foUovs :«Jij 
I.irJt, I r;l'c ih:i^ «l): j^.tiy to prcfcrve that order and deccncr wtxl 
i.^ c!:.:::id! to p-^b'.i.iw counciii, an<3 particularly fuitable to the fe> 
r.i!'-' ^\ this ;:!!lr:uM/, which can or.iv become a Iceae of Cumulc mi 
contuiljii by Ucn :Tic:hoJ:k of debate, and lofe that refpeci «hjck( 
h.is hi;hirtu p:c:'cricJ, no: only by the juftice of iu dctcnnicatMi^ 
but by the t'olenm grandeur 9f its procedure. 

The motion. m\ Lords, is allowed to contain nothir^z but «bl 
every man ;i vows in I'fcculacij.n, and obfcrvcs, or ought to oMene, 
m {'uMi:ic tranfa^iioni, aiiJ yet t hole that otFcr and fupport it vc 
ii.-prcu-:it<.J as a^ cttjrs o\ opprciu m, and inftrument: of tvraanT. 

ii is I'jrcly wonJerfu!, my l«o:J>, that thole who are loUiCUAtf 
for the prefervatiun cf their own hocour, and fo diligent Co obi.M 
ti.cnuit rcmo:e iciLvIiiun that may glar.ce upon it, (bould not re* 
i:.-. rvb.r, th t the . ' ..c delicacy may raife in others the fame iciest- 
mcnt, wh^n th^.r u'^>-.iution is openly attaL^cJ \ and that vh^ 
tlicv arc aiVcrtin^ the ii^ht of the minj.-iiy to a:i exemption fraa 
CwMt\::c, th.-ylhal! r.jt .:i!j-.v the g:.M:^r nj:iij.*r a: Ic^;l an c^smI 
cLi.n : J the \a ii-: p;u.I< i*. 

I.t.r.l r.M.".w;T \\x\\ ;.;•.. :.-»l : — Mv I.-:Js ^^-^ ^'"^ -rv :b*n- hai 
I . ■ J i i: • .1 iw: •/..;: i! 1.;.. , i.i.h Ic; c.;.- a:.inuJ-iLri.o.".5, Yt.j: L :i- 
i:«i. . ;. ;.: -i . ' . i ..r \\h:: 1 n-.i-rit ;:::w:.j v\ L-.. tincc ?\ tr^ 
1. ' :.- .^■*.: :: o. iru: i. j !.- 1^:1 1 Vi.a hii.wwrcJ iur:i {".ruCkC*:.: ^, I 
1. 'jv- I t:.<.i no: !■ uv.' i.in:'aLi!c. 

t . I •' .1 . « U^ Lli ■•• • t'f ■■•4*k. wca^ib*^ W. it I. • . C . . 3^ 

I". •-. • . \j ».v, tr : I !!:•. ;'::■..!■•. c. i:ic hjufc, or ii.co: :;':?..: 

\^:^l t;. - . .ui..^ltr (■: .. .i ,e..w!«...: !■■' '. a ch^rawtcr wh wh I SL^I 

5Ia^\ t.i : ;: ;.! :;:. .-.r, s.iJ v.... ;: I w..! i.o: f. ';;;.: :jr i : 

iin.!c></: .1 ^ >uri, t:.. •■. :.::*. u:' h.^;i (.:!!. !j'.:2;Lnr, ur t«;c a^^c^^vC 
o: a pea:: J.:. 

No', mv I*.»r*I-, \\hcnc*. cr the i.^.l.'".:..; cf rr.vci ;:•::% rr;- r 

ibat I iliviu'.J i-'CHK Hi. .cr.linic:.:! v. ;:h •*:;.Cw^r:i, \\u\ 1 l-: a«c. - - 

?ncc ^n: :^l'm.ul *:!, bu: w..l u: »:iy p^.vci .t d«:;ai;..c i^^ 

I iiAt to uli::i:i: n:r. 

/ /'f f ? : :i J fit J r , m V 1 - ■ »r A s, t c> V< .A * ;^s > V.\ x*?.^ V\ ^tw^ I el si n »> 
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T740-I.] SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 205 

r proper examination, that I am engaged on the (ide of truth, 
ill trample on that infolence that fhall command me to fupprefs 
fentiments. 

Vhen I refleft, my Lords, on the diftrcfles of my country, when 
(ferve the fecurity and arrogance of thofe whom I confidcr as the 
lors of the publick miferies, I cannot always contain myrefent- 
it ; I may perhaps fometimes ftart out into unbecoming tranfports, 
fpeak in terms not very ceremonious of fuch abandoned, fuch de- 
ible— — — But as this is, perhaps, not the language of the houfe, 
all endeavour to reprefs it, and hope that the bounds of decency 
e never been fo far tranTgrefTed by me that I fhould be expofed 
he cenfure of your Lordihips. 

jord Abingdon next rofe and faid : —My Lords, th^ prefent 
tion is undoubtedly juft, but by no means ncceflary, or particu- 
y adapted to the prefent time. It contains a general principle, 
rontefted, and eftabliOied ; a principle which this afTembly has 
er denied, and from which 1 know npt that it has ever departed. 
\.s there is therefore no particular neceflity of confirming it by 
ew refolution, and as the prefent time feems lefs proper than any 
er, I cannot but declare my opinion, that to refume it at fome 
[cr time will be more prudent, than to give the lords who think 
ircondudl cenfured any occafion of refentment or difcontent. 
Lord Carteret fpoke to the following efFed :— My Lords, the 
xim laid down in the prefent motion, is in itfelf inconteftable, 
1 fo far from any inconftftency with the former, that as there was 
reafon for making, there is in my opinion none for oppofmg it ; 
t may at any time be made, it may at any time be properly pafT- 
And I hope that our unanimity on this occafion will (hew that 
th, however unfeafonably advanced, will in this houfe, be al- 
ys received. 

But, left the noble lords who have oppofed the motion ihoulJ 
nk their honour engaged in continuing the oppofition, 1 take the 
crty, my Lords, to move that the previous queftion may be put. 

Other lords fpoke on each fide ; at laft the previous queftion was 
put by the prefident, who demanded, * Is it your Lordfliips 
pleafure, that the queftion be now put ? Thofe lords who za^, 
for it, fay Content : . thofe who arc agaLm& ix.t^'^ ^\i^oV c^^\s.vc^* 
There w^s nccprdUig^y a cry of boih \ akti ^\i\Oci ^^ v^^^v- 
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Mr. Sandys fpokc next lo this effcfl:— — Sir, I biAzn 

grievance", fo much complained of by the ri-jht hunourib..- n 

bcr, i^ noi «llflicuit to be rcmovcJ without a i;cwr a«fl of :hr Ir 

lure, being pL.-hjps more properly to be imputed lo the c?:I-; 

cf the jufticcs, than a dcfeil of their authority ; for ihrv h:. 

ready fufficicnt power to regulate this difor Jcr : and I m jv be x j 

to hope, Sir, that they do not want Icifure to obfer^e ir, fcr 

number is To great, that if we fuppofc them to Le wh3l?y ccga^ 

thccommon bufmefsof their office, a foreigner would r-v;cwX 

ef reproaching us with defeds more important ihan wsnc cf dzVK 

and might juflly ccnfure us as a people corrupt bcxord tr.c ccrr 

rate cf human wickednefs, a nation divided only i/.totvj.!. 

niagifiratcs and ciiminah. 

But ihcy in reality abound To much among us, thatn.<f:^f 
are only nomin.iI ma^iftraies, veiled with authority which thc^ s 
exert, or exert to bp-d purpofcs, and which it weic wc!! ir' the. i 
obliged to cmplcjy in the real fervicc of their country, by fu'-ciir..! 
ing the p3vi<>urs and the fcavcn^crs. 

For this fcafon it is unncceffjry to erccl a ncwofliccr, as 21 
f) ciior of our ftrcvt-*, I'.ncc every office that is not ncciirjrv |. • 
riLiuuj. Were tlu' confer 11 enccs of this criLV^nic !'u,.h ^j :; r ■ 
hrrii irpsi-rcntLiI I fiioii!il rcihaps \v!I'.::^i^\ t'cil a new cff.cr. rr^ 
I flio'ilJ nut be Iiirprif.d to hc.sr th.L* \viL:l n;jii ccc:j:c r. ihrr f- 
pilTJ'Liicv ihjri :m iiicrcif/ <.{ * :I\wr?. 

A^ 1 n- i:l Jr til!;;], the crii'iai:^'/ :;.!'.. :vm::.?1'!i", nrr t^- — -•* 

I 
{.. ir. :: : :: . 

I.<: M I .t^r ..'.)kc ..1 t' I * >wii'. •!:».:: r . — S-', a t'* ■ .1.: 

f . :.:j.»*. t c Ci'i:;! ii :■ !• • r . , .1:. : :.'w :r. v . , ■ • [*- . r\ . i . . 

bj :in.i..':i.i.'. t.i Im t' Ir^j 11.. .\- v.:!;. ^: .. . . -l-. ? ii:::-i.: 
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titudes, though diftanty ought to be averted ; for a fmall diforder^ 
like a finall expencC) when it extends to midtitudesy becomes a na* 
tional affair. 

But though this motioti may perhaps be liable to fome objeftioos^ 
there is certainly no fuch abfurdity to be found in it, as may juftify 
m% in rejeding it without examination i to rejeft a motion when it 
is firft offered, is a proof of prejudice, next to that of rcjcning it 
unheard ; it is to determine a queftion, before it is difcufled or can 
%t fully underftood. 

Mr. Sandys replied in fubftance as follows :«-»Str, I cannot but 
4iflfer very widely in opinion from the right honourable member that 
ipoke laft, with regard to .the propriety of oppofing a motion when 
it is firft made ; a pradice, which 1 can by no means think iocon- 
fifient with either decency or prudence, and which would perhaps be 
cxf ufe to the publick, if it was more frequent. 

When any motion is made, it is fubjeSM to the confideration of 
this aflembly, and every member is at full liberty to examine and 
difcufs it. If it appears to deferve farther attention, it may be ad- 
aaitted, but if the fubjcA be either improper or unfeafonable, or the 
meafures propofed injudicious or dangerous, it is then to be rejeAed, 
and if it is at laft to be rejeSed, it is apparent that no time ought to 
be thrown away opon it. 

The hours, and days, and weeks, that have been unprofitably 
Ipent upon bills which after all our endeavours could not be pafied ; 
the delays of real benefits to the publick, which have been produced 
by long purfuits of {hadowy advantages, have inclined me to a more 
expeditious method of proceeding, and determined me fpeedily to re- 
fc6t what I cannot hope to amend. 

Tile queftion being put, palfed in the negative, 14,2 againfl 109* 
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HOUSE OF^COMMONS. 

Felruary 27, 1740-1. 

DEBATE OH THE SECOND REAOIVC OF A BILL TO FEETirr D 
CONVENIENCIES A11131KC FtOM JNSURA2CCK OF iHlFA. 

The bill bcin;; read. Sir Joh.v Barkard fpikethut: — Sr, Ai 
cannot be brought before ibis houfc any queftioos more diacak 
them(elves» more entangled with a multiplicity orrclatiooi, otbi 
perpIcxeJ with an endlefs diverfity of circumftances, t:.MXk di 
which reiite to commercial zSi\i%\ aifairs on which the moft ta\ 
rlenrc.l often difagrce, and on which the moll fagacious mat 
Ihrrr.fclvcs with erroneous conjedures. 

There arc noqueftions, Sir» which require To much perfonal 
IcJji^c of the fubjccl to which they relate, nor is there any fsif 
with which fo few gentlemen in this houfc have'had opportuauMi 
bcins; acquainted. There are no queAions, Sir, which their rwt 
of relations to diiterent peribns expofcs to be fo eafily miireprcfca 
without dete^iion, nor any in which the oppaficion of panxaUri 
tcrcfis fu much incites a iAiz reprcfjntaiion. In all thefecaiovfl 
ccit is cafvs and there is a ftron^ temptation to deceive. 

Nor are thef: queftions, S:r» always perplexed by intentiM 
f I :\ud, or falfc all'cr'.ions, of which they that utter them are thcaicli 
confcious. 

Thofc who deceive us, dn not always fupprefsany truth cf vh 
thry are cunviiicci!, or fet fadts befiDre us in any other light, tbaa u 
in which tlicmfcivc^ behold them ; they for the moft pan err wkb 
lioiicd intention, and propagate no midakcs but thofe which tk 
have th'jmlclvcs adruitteJ. 

i)\ tli.k lii;J, Sir, arc doubtlch the mejfjres propofed in the i 
b:!o:L- Uj, ^h.c!i ih. I'-j by whom iluv -re promoteJ bst cai 
think to be of benefit to the publick, but which, I believe, • 
a.i|Kar the rciult of imjHJiAa v;cw>, anJ partial co;:fi deration. 

I iic gicjt and funJamrnul error, Sir, or the patrons of this h 

fcciiis i«i be an opinion that the pral'ice of infuung is not knova 

01:. cr nj:ion>, nor can becitiicd 0:1 \.\ any other place, «od 61 

tiin jir lUkijile they deduce coauc^*a;uv.c»^ v\\.0:.^ vV>^^^ 
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tablj certain, mi^bt eafily influence us to an immediate approbation 
of Che bill> as necejQkry to fecure our commerce, and difliers our 
enemies* 

They conclude. Sir, with fufficient juftnefs, that very few mer- 
diintt would hazard their fortunes in long voyages or diftaot com- 
nerce, or expoCe themfelves to the dangers of war, without fecurity 
--which infurances afford them, and having perfuaded themfelves that 
fiKh (ecurity is to be obtained from no other nation, they imagine 
thit we might, by prohibiting it, confine all the foreign veflels in 
dieir ports, and deftroy by one refolution the trade of both our rivals 
and our enemies. 

That our Eaft India company may defire the ratification of this bill, 
I cannot deny, becaufe they might perhaps receive from it fome tem« 
porary advantage by the £hort inconveniencies which thofe Whom 
tbey confider as the enemies of their conmierce would feel from it. 
They may defire it, becaufe the experiment, if it fails, as it muft, 
cannot injure them ; and if it fucceeds, may produce great advan- 
l^es to them : they'may wi(h it, ^becaufe they will feel the immediate 
benefit, and the detriment will fall upon others. 

I ihall not enquire whether our merchant are inclined to look with 
malevolence on all thofe who cultivate the fame branches of com« 
mefce with themfelves, though they have neither the violation of na- 
tural rights, nor the infringement of national treaties, to complain 
of* I ihould be unwilling to fufpefi a Britifli merchant, whofe ac- 
quaintance with the conftitution of his own country ought to ihew 
him the value of liberty, who ought to be above narrow fchemes, by 
the knowledge which his profeffion enables him to gain, of a defire 
to encroach upon the rights of others, or to engrofs the general bene- 
fits of nature; and (hall only obferve, that feveral other nations can 
plead a claim to the Ezik India trade, a claim of equal validity with 
our own ; that the Danes have their fettlement there, and that the 
Portuguefe difcovered the way to thofe regions of wealth, from which 
fome perhaps are inclined to exclude them. 

But nothing is more vain than to attempt to exclude them by re* 
fuCng to enfure their (hips, becaufe the opinion that t^iey can be in- 
fured by no other nation is entirely without foundation. There are 
at this time offices of infurance along the wholecoaftsof the Mid* 
land fira, among the Dutch, and even amon^ the ¥ t«i\^. ^q^^\tv<^ 
eaa drfar Mny natioa from the trade rf lat^tano^ ^>x\. ^^ 'w-wsX 



of money, and that money is not wanted by foreigner! for 
purpofe, appears from the great fums which they have depofii 

our funds. 

That this trade is now carried on chiefly by this r.i::cn, t! 

n >t fjicly, is inconteRihIe, but what can be inferred fro-n ih.i* 

that we ought not to obRruft our own gain; that w; ou:hi 

make a !iw to deprive ourfcUcs of ihat advantage of whirh e!:! 

▼ourable acci«Ients or our own Ujaciry have put us in p (Tc'S'^n 
For this reafon it appears that it would not contri^uce to c^f * 

of the publick to dch«r us from infurinj: the (hips even of "h /. 

whom wc are ac wv.r, for i: is al.viv> tube rc.ncmbefcd I'^a: t"-! 

receive no detriment frum fuch prLh:bit:on5, nor wi!) fee! ar; 

eonlcqicnce from them than a nccefiity of trains fcrrirg to f.rr.; 

nation the profit which we receive from it. 

VV hat the profit h which arifcs to the nition from she tra^ 

furancc it is not pofliSlc exalHy to deter n.inr, bu: :hai :S? ' 

really advantageous rr.ay be rcafon.ihly conceive-l, hLCi'-'fc sfre: 
years experience it i:( diii -gently folltmcd, and a l.r.v u\;f rr 
ciiiiry to prohibit ;l:c p'-irltii: of a biifmcf': by wh'rh m:hn_' w 
g.:i::c-d. But could i!»e j^jin of the infurer he a di)«.jbt?";^ ycir.! 
i^ a certain advanta'? to the r.?.ti'^nbv the mon*v ra J f-^r c rr.' 
fcroktrapr, ftani;"?, a.:«! :hf c-cJit of th? prcnii-.m d»-; ':•..! V 
1 miphl a-iJ, Sir, aii' !'»rr cnr.fi.^erjhle f-Jm '.r-:';.- i.'.r^ 
g'lvciimicnc from thL- .iJ-iitic^ral Irttcr*, cir.:*':':::cj ':v Z' .* 
winch encrcafe the rc.cnnci <f the poiic.T:cc, w:l'j..: : 
djCkion fur uddiiion..! elurj*. 

'I hat th'j lof^i of thi jiff fir, and i!ic rain cif in'.'L::; i •, w" 
upon the ratiticatiori of thi. bill, c.i;:m? !-? d::;:cJ; n r .!.e 
pcir, tiiic il.is lo:"s will be cr»unttT!i.il..iuc i bv rrv j.!'. ^r.T: 
Will l^ -.■ained over nur rivih or o-.ir c:ir-ni<r , 

\\ nc-ther ihi'. hiil, Sir, wmild jr. -J ire tT :*** r.-rrrV. .nti 
city by which it !• ; :..'i' tc«I, the ?.:'.\ :.r.ti ■•■* v V c'r. :Vtv ex- i 
it, or ic-u'ivc ..;!>• I : t .■: ?r:r'. .;'v.r < t v.! .k\ f^■ •. c- ;;ji' . i 
i>ol able p:>ii:ivclv to i'ii'.;r7j :ir ; ■» » f..' .-.v, lY .". " '. ; • r 'j.-jc 
i.<r iiicr^!utit»« asw.i .... oii^.-r :i tr-, :> i*^!.* :• ! ■ ■-.■■• wi 
liik ^iicvar.L'cs, and to.rni:;..c th ir oa.i ir.ur {I t!'^- 'rvrre: 

y* i:h r-.aid. Sir, i-iiht ;m .♦.:•:; c t^'; \ •.■■•."'., s'^f . j* '.' i^ vt 
A» tiic if.'.n ij, whc:\ an im;v;'.i- ,• \..A.t -.^ ';*\\ v/\tv ^> 
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pargo, often much above its real worth, it cannot be denied, that 
Ibme opportunities may be given by it for wiclccd pradices. But 
(here will always be circumftances in which there can be no fecurity 
Igainft frauds, but common faith ; nor do I fee how we can fecure 
the infurers againS the poffibilicy of being defrauded. 

I cannot indeed 4ifcover, Sir^ how this method of infuring can 
be prevented ; for how can the value of a cargo be eftimatcd, which 
pi to be coUe&d in a long voyage, at different ports, and where 
ihe fuccefs of the adventurers often depends upon lucky accidents, 
Vrbich are indeed always hoped for, but feldom happen. An imagi^ 
pary value mutt therefore be fixed upon, when the fi^ip leaves the 
port I becaufe the fuccefs of that voyage cannot be foreknown, and 
ihe contrading parties may be fafcly trufted to kt that value, with- 
fHit any law to director reftrain them. 

If the merchants arc oppreflTed by any peculiar inconveniences, 
and can find means of redrei&ng them without injuring the pub- 
Jick commerce, any propofal for that purpofe ought to be favour- 
tbljr receifed ; but as the bill now before us propofes general re- 
ibaints, and propofes to remove grievances, which are not felt, 
by remedies, which thofe, upon whom they are to operate, do not 
approve, I think it ought not to be i;ieferred to a committee, but re* 
jecied. 

Mr. Southwell fpoke next in terms to this purpofe*:— Sir, when 
I fiftt propo&d this bill to the houfc, I lamented the abfcnceof that 
honourable gentleman, from whofe dilcuflions and arguments I 
expected great information; and for whofe judgment, in all co .11- 
incrcial queftions, 1 have the higheft efteem, as his penetration not 
only enables him to difcover the confequences of methods which 
have not yet been tried, but as his extenfive acquaintance with 
many branches of trade, cannot but have informed him of the fuc- 
ce(s of many expedients tried^ as well in other nations as our own, 
for the advancement of it. 

Trade, Sir, is a fubjecl, of which it has been juftly obfen-eJ, 
that very few gentlemen have attained knowtedge fufHcicnt to qua* 
lay themfelves to judge of the propriety of any new regulation ; 
and 1 cannot but confefi, that 1 have no uncommon (kill in thefe 
queftions. What I have to offer on thisoccafion, has been fug^efted 
toicc^ aotfo much by my own obfervaiions^ aiVs^ xJtv^x^v^Kvcgi'^^'^ 
whidi J hare rcrj iaduttrhudy fought^ aadV^ ^\sasJU^ ^'X^xAkat 
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Tourcd to enquire of thofe whofe opinion was Icaft likely to be pa* 
veried by their intereft, I hope I hive not been milled. 

The mrrchancs. Sir, to whom it has been my fortune ro app^r, 
have generally concurred in the opinion that the prefent prafiiet d 
iniuring is prejudicial to our commerce, nor ha«e I f/uod aay 
diiagreement between my conftiiuentt and the traders of ikisgics 
snecropol is. 

I am unwilling to imagine that there can be any evil, for wM 
the wifdom of this afiembly cannot difcover a remedy, a/id am tlM^ 
fore of opinion, that if the grievance is real, fome expedient wf 
be difcovered for removing it ; and that it it real, 1 cannot botki 
convinced by the declarations of fomany men, who can have no i^ 
tercft in complaining when they fufier nothing, and whofc knon 
abilities exempt them from the fufpicion of imputing any pait d 
their uncafincfs to a caufe which cannot produce it. 

The bill before us. Sir, requires, in my opinion, fome 
ments, and in its prefent (late might, perhaps, produce 
trimcnt than advantage ; but fmce it ia nifbeflary at leaft to acica^ 
fomething for the relief of men fo ufefui to this nation, it apprni 
to me neceflary to form a committee, and to deliberate on this U^ 
jcA with more attention. 

Mr. Lock WOOD fpoke next to the following cfFcfi:—>Sir, tkev{b 
I am iK>t of opinion that the bill in its prefent flate ought to bt 
palTcd into a law, yet I am far from thinking it fo imperftd as aot 
rafily to be amended, and, therefore, am defirous that it fliould bi 
confidered in a committee. 

1 have not, indceJ, Sir, often obfervcd, that bills injudiciMiy 
drawn up at tirft have rcceivL'd great improvements from a fecord ooa» 
fider^iion, and have found it m><ie eafv to forma new bill, tka&ta 
snake alterations in one that is laid before ui, for fome original cirat 
will commonly remain, and the fcniimcnts of different mes poi* 
fuing d liferent views, can fcldom be modeled into one comittm 
fchcme. But I am far fio.ni co:!f:derir.j; this bill as one of theft 
that cannot be amciiiied, for I can difcover but few ob^efiiDOsia 
the regulation* pK-pofed iii it, and thu «: not relating to any of tte 
cflentui parts, but flight and circumildimu!, lucb as wiU cafily »c 
fcmj cd, or perhaps anfurered. 

The grievance, Sts, for which this bill propofes a remedy, is fe 

kaowni uA ia uu\\u(^^'; \^m^u\^^^ ^^»s^\ 
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^ Acre is not any thing more worthy of the attention of the legif. 
lature than an enquiry into the caufe of it| and theproper method 
- of redreffing it. 

In our enquiry into the caufes of this obftruAion of trade, t am 

_ of opinion, Sir, that the praiSlice of infuring, intereft cr no inUnJi^ 

« willappear to be the foundation of this general unealinefs, it will be 

fonnd a pradice of fo natural a tendency to fraud, and fo eadly fuf<- 

oeptiblc of di(honeft artifices, that 1 believe, every member of this 

iKMife will dcfire its fuppreffion. 

To confirm my aliertion, Sir, and illuftrate the queftion before 
ut, I Iball mention fome particular inftances of fraud to which this 
cullom has given occafion, of fraud fo evident and fo dcteftable that 
it cannot be related without indignation. 

The Royal George was a large fhip belonging to the South-fea 
company, which having been a voyage to Vera Cruz, put in at Ja« 
maica in her return; and being there refitted to proceed on her voyage 
homewards, fet fail, and came within a week's failing of the port» 
when upon a fudden the officers entered into a confultation, and 
determined to go back a month's voyage to Antigua, for what rea- 
fiHiy Sir, may eafily be guefied, when it was told that a fliip was in- 
fured upon a fuppofed value of fixty thoufand pounds. 

This refolution. Sir, was no fooner formed, than orders were 
given to change the courfe and fteer to Antigua, in oppofition to all 
the remonftrances of the carpenter, who is the proper judge of the 
condition of a vefl'el, and who declared with honefty and refolution 
againft their whole procedure. But they purfued their new fcheme 
without any regard to his murmurs or aflertions, and when they 
arrived at Antigua, found fome method of influencing the officers 
of that ifland to declare the fhip unfit for the profecution of the 
voyage. 

Their defign, Sir, 'was now happily compleated. To confirm the 
determination which had been pronounced in their favour, th^ 
ftranded the (hip upon a bank of fand, forced out the iron that 
grapples the timber together, and having firft uken away the mafts 
and rigging, and whatever elfe could be ufed or fold, threw the bal- 
lad to each end, and fo broke the veflel in the middle. 

By this welUcontrived (hipwreck, having as they imagined railed 
their fortunes, they came home triumphantly from theU ^toC^\^vi*v 
liofBge, and clMia^d the money for NV^K\k tioA Qi\^ "V^ vcwV^^^* 

p 4 "^''"^ 
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A t p f.ai in-r .r. ::• ::,: I ift Ir.. z rj-rrirr, i: fksrtJ x::cr 
irttr.-^:, wi..- i..-. ^::. ^ c r. ?-.r ci;-- -», r. .-:•.» ir.ir.-.c: Ui 
JT.I-' nc- :-:rr "j: •; t..c.i it.t i^-* r.:.*-. -.: .:. i"i- :&c:c:wrr, :m 

(iirrn^>-gc ::, Co rtp.orc it lo a p':^>iT cor.c u:n vra:* ;::.«e czpc 
ifid w*i much enriched bv h.i LrTj.iAte b:?:^ i. 

I C2nr.o: bu: obicrvc, o:r, tr.zt t.^.i k r.^ &: xr^uJ ii more in 
cJ9b>?y as :t irav be i>.'-ai:iu.d u«:nojt a po:ii::i.ity oi' cc:ect:«>a : 
lh*r c.';tji;:, ::.:!eid c: ftr^Rcirr, dvltyuyc- n.s T-jiici, hoir cr.iiJ 
iricScc'r.erf ever luve been dik-overeJ i or ;.«rfW could the >>uti 
corr.piny'i ftfp h2\i been brcu;^'iC hcnie, hid ic be«& t'luik ia i 
c'v.kd,ni corner c:f i.;; woriJ. 

T hn f.r:ifti:e. Sir, and the frauds wh rh .: his cccafij^ed, 
the fufri.iuRS which trie cjv V'-i-*--p ^^ I'rj'jds alMfayi creafe«, Y 
pfdur-d :o rrjr'i riiN, an! filed ihc cr»urr» <.f juAicc w.:h t 
jn«iKa»r cnn'cnfi'*ii«, ih.-.i fhr T»idj:c«, umi» knoiv pcihapj nc4hiAi 
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0ary value ought to be admitted^ but that no infurance ought to be 
allowed, where there is no ration il method of afcertainiog it } or 
St leaft that ali fuch iniurance ought to be rather btlow the probable 
value, than above ic« 

If the grievance complained of has been proved not Co be ima«- 
ginarft we ought doubtlrfs to confult how it may be remedied; 
nor do I believe that our confultations will be ineflFedaal, if we ea« 
gage in chem, not with an intention to perplex, but to inform each 
other. I am of opinion, Sir, that the importance of the qneftioo 
requires a committee ; nor can I difcovcr any eflential dcftSt in the 
bilit which Oiould hinder it from paffing into a law. 

Mr. BuRRELL fpoke to this cffcSt : — Sir, I am convinced by ex« 
perience, as well as reafon, that fo many inconveniiencies arile 
fipom this method of infurance, that it affords fo many opportunitsea 
df fraud, and gives fuch encouragement to negligenee, that I iliall 
willingly concur in any meafures that may efiedtually fupprefs it* 

It is, Sir, too well known to require proof, that intereft is the 
parent of diligence, and that men attend to the performance of. 
their duty, in proportion as they muft fuffer by the negledof it; 
and therefore every pradicc that deprives honefty of its reward, is in-< 
jarious to the publick. 

But that this is the confequence of eftimating (hips at an imaginary 
value in the ofEces of infurance, is to the higheft degree evident. 
%Vhen a (hip is cftimated above its real value, how will the com- 
Riander fuffer by a wreck, or what (hall rcftrain him from deftroy- 
ing his veflfel,. when it may be done with fecurity to bimfelf, except 
that integrity which indeed ought to be generally d {0*0 fed, but which is 
not always to be found, and 10 which few men think it fafe to truft 
upon occafions of far Icfs importance. 

To flicw. Sir, that I do not indulge groundlefs fufpicions, or 
mngnify the bare pr?fSbility of fraud into reality ; that I do not 
blacken human nature, or propofe laws agalnft wickedn^-fs that has 
not yet cxifted ; it may be proper to mention fome letters, in which 
i have been informed by my corrcfpondent at Leghorn, of the ftate 
of the (hips which have arrived there ; (hips fo weakly mann'd, and 
fo penurioufly or negligently (lored, fo much decayed in the bot- 
toms and fo ill fitted with rigging, that be declares his aAonilhment 
at their arrival. 

ii may ikfcrye our confidcration, Sir» ^Vv'tCatt \X« ^>w;«^^ ^^ ^'^ 
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Spjnilh privateers may not be in great part attr ited to tkspk 
nkious praAicc ; whether captains, when their ve U arc mwd 
(or more than th«ir value, do not raflily Yenture into koovn Au|p^ 
Whether they do not wilfully mifs the Tccurity of coavoya i Wk^ 
Cher they do not dired their courfea where privaeecra may ao&ih 
curcly cruize ? Whether they do not furrendcr with left 
tlian inteieft would excite i And whether they do not nife c 
againft the government for their ill fucceb, to avoid the Cikffidtmd 
negligence or fraud i 

That other fraudi are committed in the prafticc of inliuim^ k 
well known to the honourable gentleman : it it a commoii 
to take money upon bottomree, by way of pledge, for the 
fidelity, and to deftroy this fccurity by infuriog above the real 
fi> that the captaiti may gain by neglecting the care of bia 
at Ic3{l fccure himfelf from lofs, and indulge hit eafe or his 
wiihout any interruption from the fear of diminilhing hm 

The whole prafliceof infurance, Sir, is iniu prefeat ftaic, Ito* 
lievc, fo perplexed with frauds, and of fuch manifeft tendency m 
the obftruAi jn of Cw>mmerce, that it abfoIu;eIy re4uirea foac lc|al 
icgulations. 

Sir John Barnard then fpoke to this purpofe : — Of fnafc 
in tL? praclicc of inl'ur ance, with regard to which the hoooora^ 
gentleman has appealed to mc« I can confidently atfirm thai las 
toc«il)y ignorant . I kno.v not of any fraudulent practices opcsif 
cirried op, or eftijliilicd by cullom, which I fup{v>lc are 
for with rcj^ard to :'in^lr ails of r'rjud, Ciimmitted by pirticula: 
it IS not tJ b* I'jppof.-J but tiu: tiicy have b«cn detected in thu, m 
ill all otlur branches of trjilic ; nor can I conceive th^ ail 
afv,uminfrcjn bi- Jrawn fftm ihf:n Jjr4inlt the practice » I'or i:' e%z:f 
pa.t of commerce is to be prohi^'iL^ which has furnifhcd lulauu 
wuh O|^portuiki;tc* of deceit, wc (lull cgn::.:! u^Jc lutuaaarrav 
comp.I>. 

WiihregatJ, Sir, to the inHince of the Ro;.j1 (i-* ir^, th:»jp 

the procccJini^i uf lite cuTicvri .i:r not wholly (o be viiiJ.ca:cd, «ct 

pare of ihcii conduct w let's iM.-\p!ic«bIe thin it hat been rcf.rcScnui. 

Their icturn to Antigua when ihcy were tiouiiJ (ut luitaiii, i£-i 

ihia a wcek'>lailing ul t!ic;r port, ik caii'y tube dtkoiiti^ 

the wind wa>cun:rarv to ihcir intended coa::c : for it is oot ^* 

• ■ 

\ io cuace* vc thai Uuy mi^Vv; ^taiL\K ^ ^oiMx\ ^^w ^mvvql 4.SajMC* 
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He wind, much fooner than one much nearer, with the wind againft 
lem. 

I bare always obferved. Sir, that the gentlemen engaged in the 
ade to the £a(l-Indies, afTume an air of fuperiority, to which I 
now not what claim they can produce, and feem to imagine, that 
leir charter gives them more extenfive knowledge, and more acute 
igacity, than falls to the lot of men not combined in their aflb- 
iation. 

But however thefe gentlemen may difapprove my arguments, and 
owever they may mifreprefent them, I (hall be fatisfied, that thejr 
rill have with the difinterefled and impartial their juft weight, and 
lac this affair will not be haftily determined upon an imperfefl exa- 
iination. 

Sir Robert Walpolb replied to this cScSt :— Whether the 
lerchants are fatisfied with the prefent methods of infuring, or what 

the opinion of any feparate body of men, I think it abfolutely un- 
scellary to enquire. We are conftituted for the publick advantage* 
id are engaged by our fenatorial charafier to conCder, not the pri- 
ite interefl of particular men, but the general advantage of our 
>untry. 

In our purfuit. Sir, of national intered, we (hall be obliged fre- 
uently to oppofe the fcbemes which private men or feparate fkater- 
ities have formed for their own advantage, and which they may be 
cpefled to defend with all their art ; both becaufe every man is un- 
rilling to imagine that the publick intereft and his own are oppofite, 
nd becaufe it is to be feared, that many may confider the publick 
nly in fubordination to themfelves, and be very little follicitous 
bout the general profperity of their country, provided none of the 
alamities which afflidt it extend their influence to themfelves. 

We are in the difcuf&on of this queftion. Sir, to confider that 
^e are engaged in a war againft a nation from which infults, depre- 
ations, oppreffions, and cruelties, have been long complained of« 
nd againft which we are therefore to a& with a rcfolution proper- 
ioned to the injuries which wc have fuffered, and to our defire of 
engeance. We are to pradife every method of diftrefling them, and 
9 promote the fuccefs of our arms even at the expence of prefent 
ain, and the intereft of private men. 

It is well knowo, Sir^ (o all who have cvOitt Vvtiax^ ox xt.^\ <& 'C&fc 
7^sMrds, that they live in cajrclcffncfe zxA vu4^\^u«> tw^^^Q^ ^^ 
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piiulation. 

Thus, Sir, by ?. r.ivil w^rwith an c:'.e:r.v if f^r: 
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I he if courage or their J.icr3i.:'.c ia fj:' r.'» ujj ; :'.-.■,■ :-.-. 

ir. ;cj-i, but which c.n t nlv ftj:;: .■; .;: :hc f^ c, \.: d. . 

c;.tr:..La b.i*. c no i;;:'-iit:on o:' i[:v-J.;.^, a: i ;^- :~. .* i": 

w.i.ch iht.r pay is trcalurcJp cr [ht.: jjij..:": :: a:.- ::. 

b..ch, i:::, :> :-^: ra:urjl i'upcrl. ri:y o\cr i^.c- ."r-ii. - 
^ ^ ■ - « 11 ■ ■ I 
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o^r oA'ii f»/.!v, ..:.J j'.rJ-. a m.ic er'r'.Ltu.:' n ■.:'':jJ ^ r 
i;.: ij :i::!irj tl.-. rr-.^i.cj c^jiJ i.»-t i;a;c i;..wi...f.tJ, ;.., 
l.^r.;i ' I'. v..- fi. p. i.: ■:.: ■» cmt iiicrt !..'.:. :^. 

W i.cn 2 fhi[) :K;js jiiJurt 1 1- ;.iLy.:u w!;i».b r. : ■ !:ri.r.- 

in :iir!v v.i!ljI i ■, ;.:.J tr..;::'.j ii ::: (::r f..i\.:. ; w ^ i 
t:.' .?-ii to 'uru'iVt-, I'u: '.!a ! . lu r .r t; r:v.. , *. 
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1 with the infurance, and may not the gain be more generally dif- 
buted, and therefore be more properly national ? 
But this trade was prohibited, becaufe it was more necedary to 
ir enemies than to ourfelves ; it was prohibited, becaufe the laws 
' war require, that a lefs evil fhould be fufFered to inflid a greater ^ 
is upon this principle that every battle is fought, aud that we £rp 
ir own (hips to confume the navies of the enemy. 
For this reafon, Sir, it appears to me evident bejcond contradidion, 
at the infurance of Spanifh ihips ought to be prohibited: w^ 
all indeed lofe the profit of the infurance, but we Ihall be reim* 
irfed by the captures, which is in argument that cannot be pro^ 
iced for the prohibition of commerce. 

It is urged. Sir, that they may infure their (hips in other countriesp 
I aflertion of which, whether it be true or not, I am not able ta 
rcide ; but it is acknowledged, that the necei&ty of eftablifhing 
:w correfpondence will be at lead a tcmpoiary obftrudion of their 
ade, and an obftrudlion of even a (hort continuance may lay tbeia 
our mercy. 

But let us. Sir, rcfleA upon the weaknefs of this argument^ thtf 
uft he allowed to infure here^ becaufe they may infure in other places % 
ill it not be equally juft to urge, that they muft trade with uSf 
caufe they may trade with other nations ? And may it not be 
ifwered, that though we cannot wholly fufpend their commerce^ it 
jet our bufinefs to ob(lru<St it as far as we are able ? 
May it not. Sir, be farther affirmed, that by infuring in other na* 
^ns, they may injure their allies by falling into our hands, but do 
)t the lefs benefit us ? that if they do not.grow weaker, we at leaft 
e Srengthened ; but that by infuring among us, whatever fieps are 
ken, the equilibrium of the war is prefcrved always the fame ? 
It is afierted, and.I fuppofe with truth, that we infure at a lower 
te than others, and it will therefore follow, that the Spaniards, 
hencTcr their (hips (hall efcape us, will fuffer more by having infured 
nongft foreigners, than if they bad contraded with our merchants. 
Thus it appears^ Sir, that there are (tronger reafons for prohi* 
iting the infurance of SpaniCh (hips, than for putting a Hop to our 
immcrce with t^em; and that whether their (liips are taken by uf, 
r efcape us, it is the general intereft of the nation^ tb^lxVi^'l bvil^X^^ 
I fure J b//ore/gi}. merchants.. 
XVith refpea, Sir, to the'Eaift India company ^ Ww^Nt; t.o \^si?^^ 
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ID their intercft, conrdcrcd zs cIAinS from that cf iC reft of ik 
aation; rior have received any roiicitauon% froiB t s lo ptomm 
this bill, or to efpoufe their iniercfl, but cannot» wicDout cooceaIjS{ 
mj real f? ntimentf , deny that as they hare the grant of an exclttft 
cra'^e to t^e £aft Indies, to enfurc the ibips that are (cm iLoha 
without their permiiuon, is to invade their rights, and to inirsp 
their charter, anJ that the praclice, if the valiJitj of their chana 
be admitted, is illegal and ought to be difconotenancei!. 

The prafiice. Sir, of infurin::, irJirif} n n§ interift^ or of aSpof 
to fliips an imaginary value, is nothing more than a particu!ir giar, 
a fn?re folemn fpecics of hazard^ and ought therefore to be prohAiaf, 
for every reafon that can be urged againll games of chance. 

With regard to this bli! in general, it is in my opinion highly m- 
ceflary, nor can I ditcover any important objrSion that can he b^ 
againfl it. Some law of this kind, and to this purpofe, I have lav 
intended to offer to the con fid-.- rat ion of thit afiemblr, and fiace e a 
BOW before us, 1 thinl we ought to cooiider it with the ^9 ^ ^ ^' *^ 
which may be juftly expected from us. 

Lord Baltimore fpoke thus:— Sir, I know not bow propcrJf 
the pra^ice of infuring may be termed a fpecies of hazard, not do I 
think any thing more is to be cor.fidercd, than whether the raneie 
g^icfjl to the n.ition, or nor, fur I cjnnnt difcorer that there is irj 
abfurdity in enriching ouifclvc^ at the expence of o:her oafias 
whtiher enemies or j!l!C5. Th.:t wc ou^h: to prefer the general "Ocd 
ti the -J. ..-*:.! 'c of inJivi !jj'., I* 'indoubteJ, but I cannot corce^n 
tha: i:i tiii'i c ilc thire zzw be jny oppofit ion between priware sri 
puii!ick interef!. If our infurers E^ain by feruring the flirps of otf 
enrr.ir*^, the n.^:ton X'i hene''*^tcil, for all national gain oiufl circabcc 
throu •*! ti*.c h.r J> of in 'iv:d'ja'<. 

Nil ma:! ivj\ .i^'crt thjt we ou-^^t to nflifl our enem:e«, ner v-Z! 
any in.'.n inu-.Mf.e that w-j afTif! them bv im|iovcrifliin^ thca, tal 
ir our in: jrc's m n iiv their p:.i:'^ije, thi* Spaniaids muft u.idoahee^t 
be luterf. 

Mr. WiiLiMoT f'oke next, to the following purpofe .—Si^T^ I 
have cnnvcrfed on t: r njefti.^n to which this hill relates, with r^es 
cnt;a,*ed in varic»u> iL■^<!^ nr'traffiik, and who have ro cog sea t> 
Icfcft but that cf th(.r cnuii:ry. I have di per fed amo* g ike w^ 
cAanrt, nii;jj emiarui to: th.-r :vro^uaintance with the mh !e camt 
©/"••.mrji.r/c, anJ .sjr iV.tu k;\Q*\«"i5jt ta^ Oa^ \i»it vt^vctOi U\%t 
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nation, copies of this bill, and cannot find any of them fo fenftble of 
the grievance of which we have fo loud complaints, as to defire that 
it (hould be redrefled by the meafures now propofcd. 

That frauds are prafiifed on every fide, in this, as well as in other 
trades, the general corruption of our age gives us fufficient reafon 
to fufped, but what is common to every fort of traffick, cannot be 
produced as an argument for the prohibition of any. 

That tfaepradice of infuring an imaginary value may give oppor* 
ttuiity for greater frauds than can be pradifed in common dealings, it 
likewife evident, but I cannot difcover fuch frauds to require the in- 
terpofition of the legiflature. 

If they are praAifed only by thofe of our own nation, the publick 
floes not fuflter; for property is only transferred from one fubjeA to 
•nocher : the fraud ought indeed to be feverely puniflied in the courts of 
criminal juft ice, but the cuftom which gave the opportunity of prac* 
tiling it, ought not to be reftrained, any more than any other profef- 
fion not criminal in itfelf, but liable to accidental abufes. 

If our infurers are defrauded by foreigners, the nation is then, in- 
deed, more nearly aifeded, but even in that cafe, it is to be remem- 
bered, that the private intereft of the infurers, who muft be immedi- 
ately mined, is a fufficient fecurity for the publick. For it cannot. 
Sir, be conceived that any man will obflinately carry on a bufinefs, 
by which he becomes every day poorer, or, that when he defifts 
he will be fucceeded by another, who cannot but know that he en- 
gages in that traffick to his certain ruin. 

The true ftate of this afiair is, that frauds are, indeed, often 
committed, and are for that reafon always fufpeded, and that the in* 
furers, when they infure the (hip and cargo againft accidents, reckon 
among other chances the probability of being cheated, and pro- 
portion their demands, not only to the length and danger of the 
voyage, but to the charader likewife of the man with whom they 
con trad. 

This, Sir, is always the praflice of thofe whom experience has 
made acquainted with the danger of implicit confidence and unfuf- 
pcding credulity, nor do any but the young and unfkilful fuffer thcm- 
felves' to be fo expofed to frauds, as that their fortunes fhould be 
injured, or the general gain, of their bufinefs over-balanced, bf a 
few deceits. 
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Thus it appears, thsLt notwilhftanding t\ve til^ ^tv^^^^^^^i "* ^ 



Co inf'jrc htre, reciprocally C"*ntri3u:c to rich o:hir ; 

app'ifd to, bccauic -ac i.".f!jre sc in cafy ra:?* ;:nd »e Ciir. .ai^'C 

Nur is t;.~ c t:jr.t:'s cr Br;::Ci in.'u:-rcc the or!v nu-.:.we i 
picfi rcnc; M^iich il prclVrves itnnr.z. f'jrci^r.crf, ttho arc :ii£ki: 
an jv to irii> niiion, by the rrpucac'on Mrhich c*ur iK-rchArts hav 
fcrv-rily p;iiiicii for probity and punctuality fupenor lo that e 
<ilhcr iiadc.'s. Our rr.erchants. Sir, bar:;ain without oitTnce, 
Wt'h .;:t f'i'.tterfj^cr'y ^nJ arc rcaJy on ailoccafioiis to prcicrvc 
c:iKt:.:..L*: »! :hc h::zarci ot' [hctr profit. 

i'jtjM '.h-fL' t'iVo conruicr3;ioi:& wc may draw unanfwcrablr : 
nil-Ill J -r \.iH''X ^ny icliraiiits upon t:ie (-radlice of :K.fu:tn{;: i] 
ri'i;:y-: :::^ cncc l'i!'::;^^'-**'*'^'^ ir. ihcir jprlicaticnf tu u^, our b«i 
vr<!i ill .: r '..'.! |:.irt C'.Jk', and as wc Gi,u\ r.ct then be able to .i 
at I'«\^ii I .L.:t '.'ijii <i'.iicr :-.3:iji:s, u'cfltall never recover that br 
ct I'iiJ :..«!i'. Anu ;ab die chsr^icicr of the :'rrct(h nu:rchan:s «e 
fhir:i :: •: .:;v S'alpiv .oii of pr.ii:iii:c< pciniolous to the puSlick, 
Civil.i c:..-. It- .rf!r.iituii ? Why, bir, fhouid ihry appx^r lo be 
pf !:.. ! , :' « ^iruiurc of zhcu uv/n toun:iy» \»ho<n turci^ncn 

iM'l.i .J" !i: . f.i::":i r 

li I.M. ' Ldi ci-\'lcJ to tir.m w!:h r'rr^t w.inntb- ?nJ ur;;-' \ 
n:i.^!i ::.;-;./:: -.:! ' .\ .s 'L-ra::i>n, th.ti tlitv adiil the rnen io .:' i 
ci'Uirr, , : .!( r •. -, |:ijlor^'. the war, and Jcfi^it (hwfc adiar.t 

Li" I" \ .':" M , .::!;. V '^Vs '/ SouitJ. « ii;<*.) truih. 

!):• ... .:,!.., I \. . I ...r tl ' ..r.Ti: i^t" bv nlith th'« jr**!'! 

l.ji 1 .1 ,^:. .'.»«•.! t'. ... v r -1 lijpti.in .:) «»r i\iti.tKe or lear. .'? 

i« u- '.", {': : v.L- ; .)i,.i ,• puh.l.iw.! coiuoicrrr vki!h tSc >p 

a' ■ • • • ,. : '. X V -'-•* L^^.vavi t.» itiIuS. I the .;:..•.:« 
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It will not require. Sir, an ima^inirion vrry fertile, or a know- 
ledge very cxtenfive, to fupply arguments fuflicieiit torcf.ite the fup- 
pofcil dcmonUration ; ia oppofition to which it may be urprd, that 
this kind of comxcrcc is of a peculiar nature, that it fubfilis upon 
opinion, and is prefcrvcJ by the rcput.ition of our infurcrs ; a repu- 
tation that the infurcrs of o:hcr nations may obtain by the fame 
means, and fr?m whom we fhall therefore never recover it. 

It m'.y bs obferv^d. Sir, that other commodities are tr.e peculiar 
produtft of ditrcrcnt countries, and that there is no danger of loiin?^ 
our other trade by fufpending it, becaufe it depends upon the ex- 
cellence of our rr.anufaclurcN ; but that infurance mav be the com- 
I in3di:y of any country, whire money and common honcUy are 
^ to be found. 

This arg'imcnt may perhaps be yet more cfTeilually invalidated, 
or perhaps entirely fubvcrted by denying the expedience cf that pro- 
: hibition which is produced as a precedent for another rcflrainr. Nor 
f indeed does i: appear why we fliould prccljde ourfc!ves from a gain- 
ful trade, becaufe the money is d:a;vn by i: out of the hanJs of our 
; enemies ; or why the product of our lands (hou!d lie urcon fumed, or 
our manufacturer itand unemployed, rather than we fhouIJ fell to 
oar cninies wh^t they will purchiife a: another pkce, or by the inter- 
: vention of a neutral power. 

To fell to an enemy that which m:y enable him to irjure u?, that 
which he muS ncccfTarily obtai:i, and which he could buy .^:om no 
orher, would indecJ be, to the lall degree, abiurd ; but tliat may 
furc!vbefj!d them without any breach of morality or p->licy, v.l.jcli 
f hev cm wan: v.ith lefs ir:convenien:e th^n we can kceo. If \V2 
■w^re befie^inir a town, I (hould not advi.'e our fjidiers to fell to th^ 
ip.habitants ammunition or provifions, but cannct difcovcr the ft.'lv 
cf adm!::ing them to purchife ornaments for their hcuf^'s, or bro- 



Ciies for their iaJ;es. 



Bu% without examining with the utmoft accuracy, whether :I^c 
li'c prohibi'.ion was rational or not, I h.ive, I hope, fLigg-fuJ oh- 
jc:t:o':s fufficienc 10 make the qucill ^n doubtful, and tj ir.c!;.'.:- .1- 
ij iz'j the fueccfs cf one experiment before we venture upca anv.t:..: 
more hazarijus. 

I a.-n never willing. Sir, to load trade with rcftrJnts 5 tr.iJe :: i:i 
its own nature fi) fugitive and variable^ thaiivo coiv&^ti\ ^^'c.\l^ ^^'^. 
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be prefcribed to it ; dml thofe regulations which were proper «k« 
f hey were mide, may in j fs-.v mom h& become difficulties ani c^ 
fir>j3ion9. We wrii know, thit many of the meafurci which oa 
ancclturt purfjsd fc^r the C7ic.)iira^err.ent of coiKmcrce. have eea 
found of pernicious c-jnieijacncc ; and even in this a^e, which pe» 
hapf experience more thin wifJorn has ciilighteQed, I have kiuwi 
few attcT.pts of that kini which have not defeated the end ht vh«l 
thfv were made. 

It is more prudent to !c.:vc the merchants atlihcrtj to pnrfiK ibdc 
irearares wliich exjcr.ciijc flu! I dx'tate upon cvcrv occadoa, ^ 
fader thrm to fnatch :!.? prcfent opp.ircunity of honcA ^atn wbcsne 
it (ball happen ; tiicy wi!l never inj jre their own intertft by thca-s 
of this liberty, anJ by prcferving (heinfelves they will preiervc tic 
nation fi im dernqncnt ^ r.nr will they need to be reftraiocd by a*a» 
)^rn;*:)fcd without their loiicitarivin, ^nl of whtch they C4naac eJ» 
cover any beneficial com'-.q-iences. 

M^ Horace Walpole fpoke next to this purpoie : — Sir. far ik 
bill now be i ore us I have no particular foniinL-rs, nor defire iha: ii 
ftiould he promoted by ar.v o»hir meant than rational atijumecu ^J4 
the reprc*cnta:ion of indubitable fadls. 

I have no regard, Sir, in thi% enquiry, to any private inltfrC, « 

anv other di-'firc than th^i of fccuring the interelt of m? coua.-^ 

• • • 

which, in my opinion, cviJcn:!/ req .ires th^t we (hould ^itr zi 
afilfla:: c to our enemies, that cur merchants (houIJ Co-opcrais vo 
pur navic^, and that wc (houii cnJcavcjui to with-hold evcTt^r* 
ttat may milte the w.ir !•:!* buiihc.-.ioinc to thcai, a:;d conicowta:./ 
of lor.,:tr c )i;:.:uiuncc'. 

It was o'jlcivcJ, Si', in the be 'inning of the debate, by i gez' 
ticman eminently u.llcJ in mercji:ttic ;!:':'jirs, that iniurancc k^ 
pr jclif' d by nuny nations \ but he du) no: nifonn us of what cr< ■.'. 
tlie cUifcs ni.ikcs it jifop'-r to enqui:c, wl. ether they jI!uwc- ::: 
m'th'xi of inluiin:; intireji :r « intire,}^ and rating (b- pa ^ an si- 
pinarvvi!:c. Thi^ li, I know, p''»hibited by the Dutch, anai.a 
whcfe J!u:h'Ji!ty oj comni'rctjl «Mic(lt'»nfc will njt be d\i'Liutcd« l-< 
do they :;!Iow tntir Fall InJ m\ [h.^u to U .:.:ii;cJ at a!I. 

Th^ uiffi^ully ofcS-.matir..; th: v.lup o; a:.v c^r^jo has been .ifg-i 
ia defence ill* this p;actKc, v.'j w th-. i!:: -are \\t Ilv wnhoui «c--^\ 
^Cauie t^e E^:^i- ;a aiany vljj^^c? .aj.uw: b; afvciuincJ. \&y^\ 

hw«ncr« 
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however, take this opportunity of obferving, though I may romewhat 
digrers from the prcfcnt argiiment, how neceflary it is that fome of 
our exported cargoes ihould be exaAly fpecified. 

1 have been lately informed. Sir, that fix ihips laden with Britifh 
wool, have entered at one time intq a port of France j nor do I 
know how this pradice, which is juftly complained of as pernicious 
to our trade, and threatening the ruin of our country, can be pre- 
vented but by a conftant and regular particularization of every car* 
go carried to France. 

I admit. Sir, that fome cargoes which are imported cannot be 
particularly regiftered ; fuch is the gold with which we are daily 
fupplied by our commerce with the Portuguefe in oppofition to 
their laws, and which our merchants are therefore under the nccef- 
ficy of concealing. , 

It is not indeed eafy to forefec all the inconveniences that may 
arife from new regulations of commerce, but the difficulty is not fo 
great as has been reprefented^ nor can I conceive why all our con^ 
fulcations on trade fhould be without efFe£t. Gentlemen mav ob- 
tain fome knowledge of commerce from their own obfervation, 
which they may enlarge by an unconfined and indifferent conve^^- 
fation with traders of various clafles, and by enquiries into the .!!-'- 
ferent branches of commerce; enquiries. Sir, which are general y 
negleded by thofe whofe employments confine their attention to 
particular parts of commerce, or whofe application to bufinefs hin- 
ders them from attending to any opinions but thofe which their own 
perfonal experience enables them to form. 

From thefe informations impartially colle^ed, and diligently com- 
pared, a man not engaged in the profeffion of a merchant may forcn 
general principles, and draw confequences more certain, and more 
cxtenfive in their relations, than thofe which are (truck out only 
from the obfervation of one fubdivided fpecies of commerce. 

A member of this houfe. Sir, thus enlightened by enquiry, and 
whofe judgment is not diverted from its natural re£litude by the im- 
pulfe of any private confideration, may judge of any coT.mercia 
debate with lefs danger of error or partiality than the merchants, 
of whom neverthelefs I have the higheft elleem, and whofe know- 
ledge or probity I do not intend to depreciate, when I declare my 
fears that they may fometim^s confound general nuxim^ oC tcvL^ 
wish the (^ahas ofparcicular branches, ani fcjm^Utti^^ V5\\^^^ >^^vt 
9wn giin for ibc imexcft of the pubUcVL. ^^ 
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Thclr.tercfi ofth .' re:cV..i!".ti (»i:.:ht iniccJ-ii-.v-iv? t-k -r : - :- 

irs :his h^i\:iz ; but th^n ii r.:..lu t'» be rci^ardeJ or.!v ir .'. :- . j 

tj t:;.'.t of the V. ii )!.• ciiii.Ti^;'.!.; , .ifii^oidlnalion which :■: - : 
w !i 1 (r ok c 1 ;. fl T. err. . : > Im v j f. i : j f jr t ^n . He it: i % T'- ■ 

t.i' 1)".:; 10 rcf.ii:)hi? !::i ■: ^li'j.il clnrjcler, and thc- = :' : . 
hi- rnir.iin cn'.y as a ir,*. rc'-aii:. 

ff !..: li-f:;.?/ ii(iKvl bi'LWtcii :'-.c c on ?ii.T of cxp'r'.-r- : :-■ 

afrj. i i.i.it 1 \ ; V. 1. t ■ I V v.\.i:l 1 J::c')\Lr, iha: : r ::.:■ ; -- 
v:-.;;ii h.^.s biiji ab'.i' to ;• .»:: ll.» ■■ : !. :::::-;:or.5 to I'l-r rv • 
ulil:!i nci'.hii l.;-v rn»rj.:I:i l- ^ .;«:■.!; ^^ -it, a:;J that :h . , . - ..- 

Ii Ji :!ii.' i^ ,: i •■^i' vl ii|« ..i v, .. .!» I a-n not inwlirui r u.. . . 
ri'S irci'toii :.3 :l.c K.ili,r. v. I.aIi cc.;.vir.ct:> n.c ct :hc r' -' 
lb I- b II * tiV-.i' I •. 

S r W'ii.ma:.: V.:::.;i: If l.r ?ti \\\\ liT-fi . — Sir, tVtrf i-— ;- 
p[i b.il /..:» ll.a: i:-./ .!::Tcrtr.i « jiui- \ ^ v.\ iv'n b.:vf l .t.-. : ..t - . _■•. 
b.II IV. ;i bj rcj:i..ii'J by I'l ■! ^lu-; f..r. ;:i.:«:j^ ij ::..:.■ «:,v ::i. 
fcr v.'.ir.icrin;; a: ib.n c-aTi.u :■. iv i { I. iitiiiv nts. 

Tnc K»fir.! tl^ui'wS »>t" i!u: I). ".I luvc rclatioiis an J co.mV.; .cr:?* 
d.fi^K.-r, i!;at L.-icj ^dv «:.-.• i::..:; c.::i .t : ro*. t- i:;i:n a! : « j • 

aiiii »■ '■' i''*v''" 
9 Mil •••^.•••••-t ■ »• .»-•■ kilW !■.• ^i •, 

IT- ~ 1 • 

: :. t:.::L'f: -■ i.tsiU:/, t -•- . t ..:i i;: ;'•- :;r::V.c rx- y-^ •- 

to:t: »!.t' ib'jli ii; i:i'.jat :::.i:v.-., i:i w ..ivli !..c- 1:.! ;:■... : • ^ 

b/» f . '■ . - • . .{ . ; f v. . • J I" ••.■:■ 1 wi' •■ i" ■••■"if ■» •■ ■ '• • 

^ iw hk»te«J| ■•>.• »■■■> .(111 ■••■•■■•k>< •>!■ ■ l..ik.«kJ I ... , ^ 

11 I .• 1 . « • , 

■ il'-^Ll I. f !■■.■• V^- l.al>. ^ I t l>i« •■■. « a^. » 

h'l* 'J •|'«." t^ !»l'l'^l* \.«.'"f'l« I" ■■1,». » ■'i»j- ■■ - 

.-•• kii> ^. ... ..? • ll.lak l-f 1I> I.I. , I .•«all f ■■ . . j, ^_, ^ 

■ •.i , I' , . « '» ' , • . • ' » .... J ,■ » ; . * . . . . . . : u 

II ; '. ■ L • fT 1 : "'i 'i i V" ■•••■•■,.....•.. 

Ci.ur. •.'r-.v <.; cfv l!.. .. , \'..\\ v.b. .■ wj .i'c l'.-I ■■ : :j ;. 
1 lli..l. r r n* . J J t -.>! :■•. . . c iV. • , ;.•; ! ir. I-: «' •.• 

ffltllll*l['.l»-«i*«i ..'■I-- •-■.•....«• 

#^f in ».■■*•••.*'■• f *•■! ■!»• • v".- ■'■••!•- 

«•! Ill>^ ■it*, ••li.li, ..» bia» k. .••■.|«<>» •.■• •• ■•..••••c-< -.% *J I 

th!\ti^« .h i:;. 



ft^yiji^ ill the hju'.v» ii^-JLiw-. ;/-i. 
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March 2, 1 740- 1 • 



JOEBATE ON THE BILL FOR THE ENCOUR AGExMENT AND 

ENCREASE OF SEAMEN, 

7he HI! was ordend to be read the fecond tlme^ and to be print id for the 
ufe of the member ly that it might be thoroughly examined a?id under'' 
food. 

On the 44.//.' day the fecond reading of the bill was pojipouedto the ^cth ', 
but the grand motion being debated on that dcy^ nothing elfc was 
heard. 

On the ^\fl it was cgnin put off\ hut 

On the ^6tb day^ being read a ftcond time, it was, after fome oppofition^ 
referred to a committee of th: whole hrjje to ft five days after • In 
the mean while. 

On the yjth it was ordered that the proper officers di lay before this 
hmfe an account of what perfons were authsnxcd by virtue of the aSl 
in tbe'^h of queen jfnne, for ** the encouragement and encreafe of 
feamen, and for the better and fpeedier manning her fleet, ^* to condu£l 
feamen or feafating men taken upon privy fearches 'made by apphca^ 
tions to ju/iices, and what number of feamen or feafaring men wert 
returned, afo the charge attending the fame ^ 

On the 6 ly? day, moved that tie faid account Jhould be read ; which 

being done, the ho ufe refolved itfelf into a grand committee on the pre ^ 

fent bill; and the fir Ji claufe being read, propcfing the blanks ti 

be filled thus, that every vdunticr feaman, after five years fcrvlce^ 

he entitled to fix pounds per year, during Ife^ 

Sir J©hh Barnard lofc, and fpokc as follows: — Sir, as it is 
our duty to provide laws, by which all frauds and opprcflions may 
be punifhed, when they are detected, we arc no Icfs obliged to 
obviate fuch prafliccs as (hall make puniAiments neccflary -, nor are 
wc only to facilitate the deteftion, but take away,^ as fa^ •*& \v v\ 
poffib)e> xht opportunUies of gjilt. U \s lo uo ^njlt^o^^ x^'ax ^>ixC\^- 
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cfT.rc:, i:' tJirv ma^ bv anv ir? ir. in 5.ce! be vrithhcM. 

For iTi.i rcifon, iir, 1 thirk i: -fcdunr to obferrc, that tk » 
terit of this c'^jf;:, tr.s irofl fiiv-^ur^blc and allu/Ing claufs udK 
b:'.', rr:Ey icfr its cfTcR by a praf: ce not uncommon, by wbxkaf 
rr.m, ho AC-.er incline J to fcrvc his counirv, maj be itfrtwUd 
l:.*: fii'ht o:' a vuluniicr- 

Marv rr.cn have v^-I jn"2:!!v 2?r*iri to the cSrers of fhlsi cf w; 

« • • • • * 

ani after havin;? been :c':£l-.d bv ihtm as unfit for chc ftrrlee.hw 
been c:i9^.td on board u!:hin a dw dars, perhaps wiihia a fct 
hours af'.crwdtJs, to un :c:^o all the harJfliips, without ibc oscritf 

\Vhc<i any msn. Sir, h*.s been rejded by the fca-officcrs, beoi^ 
Xr, hiivc a ccruricatv: given W.m wh.ch Ciall be an exemption fnmu 
i::.p:.r.» thkt if any oihwT conimanJer (hall judge more f^wamttl 
r.f }:i«'|':;il:hcatlonF, he may always have the privilege of a TolsHt 
an>.l be cMiilcJ to (he reyi'*:J which hcdcferved, by his rcadtccfev 
enter ihc Icrv.ce. 

If fuch provill ^nf are not made, this hiteful praflice, a praSicft 
Sir, common and notorious, an J very ilifcouraging to fuch as vaai 
eiitf r t'le fervice of the publick, may (o far prevail, that no ca? 
fhs!! be aSlc t > denominate himfJf a volunticr, or cUim the nwLi 
f'ropofcd by the bill. 

Admiral Wacer fpolce next to the following efFeifl :— ->Sir, !: j 
not common for men to receive injuries without applying for reJ:ta, 
Y^heii it may certainly be obtained. If any proceedings lice that 
1»'hich ;ire now complained of, had bcjn mentioned at the boa:d 0/ 
admiralty, they had been immediately ccnfurcd and redrefleJ ^ b.: 
as no fuch accufi:i;.n? were offered, 1 think it may probably be cco- 
cludcdi that no fui h crimen have been committed. 

Tor what ptirpofc uppreflluns of thib kind (houIJ be pracliled, it is 
not eafy m Cincc'^c ; for the officers arc not at all rewarded toe in- 
prc fling f.ulor$. As (hcicr*irc it i^ not probable that any man diii 
wickedly orcru'.Dy without tcmpiaiion : ai I have never heard any 
fuch injury compiaincd of by (hofe that fuftcrcd it, I cannot but 
imagine, that it i« cue c.f th-^;': rr|x;rts, which arife from miflake, or 
ife for^ il by maliir, t'> iniurc the < fltccrs, and obftrud the Service. 
Lord Ual TiMjKt icfc \.\:x'., aiv\ v^vA^ \^ \Vw^ W^ftNivBi^cSca ;— 
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rbat the pra£lice now complained of. Sir, is very frequent, and, 
r hmlcv er may be the temptation to it, fuch as every day produces 
bmc inftances oF, I have reafons for aflerting with great confidence, 
bmve within thefe few days, as I was accidentally upon the river, 
klfiMned myfelf of two waterman ignominioufly dragged by force 
Bfo the fervice to which they had voluntarily oflPered themfelves a 
r«r days before. The reafons of fuch opprei&on^ it is the buCnefs 
f thofe gentlemen to enquire, whom his majefty entrufts with the 
an^ of his fleet ; but to interrupt the courfeof wickedncfs, to hinder 
i fitmi fruftrating the rewards offered by the publick, is the province 
nT the reprefcntacives of the people. And Ihopc> Sir, fome provifo 
irill be made in this cafe. 

Admiral NoRRis rofe and faid : — Sir, if any fuch praSices had 
been frequent, to what can it be imputed, that thofe who tmjp\of 
their lives in maritime buiinefs (bould be ftrangers to them ? ^\n)y 
itSMre 00 complaints been made by thofe that have been injured ? Or 
wbj fliould officers expofe themfelves to the hazard of cenfurc, with- 
out advantage ? I cannot difcover why thefe hardihips fliould be in* 
Aided, nor how they could have been concealed, and therefore think 
die officers of the navy may be cleared from the imputation, without 
further enquiry. 

Sir John Barnard fpoke again to the following purpofe :»Sir, 
it is in vain that objediions are made, if the fzGts upon which they 
are founded may be denied at pleafure : nothing is more eafy than to 
deny, becaufc proofs are not required of a negative. But as nega- 
tives require no proof, fo they have no authority, nor can any confe- 
quence be deduced from them. I might therefore fufferthe fads to 
remain in their prefent ftate, aflerted on one fide by thofe that have 
reafons to believe them, and doubted on the other without reafons ; 
for furely he cannot be faid to reafon, who quedions an aflertion 
only becaufe he does not know it to be true. 

But as every queflion by which the liberty of a Briton may be 
aflTeded, is of importance fufficient to require that no evidence Oiould 
be fupprefled by which it may be cleared, I cannot but think it pro- 
per that a committee fhould be formed to examine the condud of 
the officers in this particular ; and in confidence of the veracity of 
thofe from whom I received my information, I here promife to pro* 
duce fuch evidence as fliall put an end to eotiUON^x^"] ^xv^ ^q\^::x. 

// tbiM is not granted. Sir, the faft n\u^ ft^xwi i^^^^^^^ "^^^ 
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ailowcJ ; fi>r to djiibt, anJ rcfufc cviiicncc, is a decree r.f ptc^-: 
an J obfllnicy without example. Nor is this thcon!y objci^iofi :z 
claufc bwf'jrc us, whidi aj)pca:s very impcrfcdt with r^^-rj :j 
qualifications (i^ccificJ as a title to the reward. The r^w^;.: c. 
not 10 be confir.cJ to thole wh(> Hiall hereafter be IiuiicJ L ■• ::.c - 
mile of i: to engage in the fcivicL*, while thofe who cn:::;il ...: 
without aiiy fuch profpc^^l, are coiiJemned to daripvri a-. ; ;'-• :_ 
without a rectjmpence, W'hcjc nKiit ia nj»i.il, li-.j .", .v^: j . :,-. 
bw eqiLij ; aiiJ lur^Iy wh.rj ii".e:e is gr;..\tLr n.^i.:, i..^ i . a- ^ ; 
p:>i'cJ by the lcn.;tc, as an enct ura^esnent to b:-v;.;ii, ^ ■:..".: :., 
be lefs. To L*c cxcI-jJcJ from tlu- aJvantancs whi^h o :.>:: :-.c 
taincJ onlv bv av<.: Kr^ ' t'c llrvicc, cannot bjl lieprLfs th. •. . . 
thtifc whuil- /-•.:i ar.J cojraje incic^J tliLiri at ilw Lu .: r.:: r \; w* 
w.»r to c:-.:c/ i.'iio ihj f.'..:: aiiJ to j.i'-it tl.c-.'c .u*.ii wiii. in w^j t .; 
litfcnv'jar.J h:)ii;.ur, i^ i.ci:i'4i;r ;Kii.!:.jt r.orj'jit. 

Nor is i:. in n:v cpli.ijn, tird'^wf to i>ii.r ihi* fa.v.c :c.i.::.i .• 
criiJiinaleiy to :i!l iha: fiuil ac*;..p: it; rcwirJ-. Oii: u !»; :*•: ; r?: 
tior.'.J to d.-U-rt, zi\l iv* \v.,v\ c i;i "«j.iiv be ii..'.i ijr w. ..: \.<z wir 
p:e:fur;:i ; tliCie ou^ i: i:;^;: j:'..rc t^ le i'- r..c Jj;lir.»::;on ji.a.lc [-{-a 
a rc.ini.in by p:o:V.il'.. , ui.e liiat lu^ iejri:cJ h;s art zt :..l *.*p.r^ 

1' T < lilt I ■ 

rn^ cxjcii^jic ■, '../ •;:, :::..: l;../.ir :, :.:\ i ;t n.an w..-. o: .v cr. cr^ 

f;j!:> l\ r.iij:. h^: .. t...!-.i.. tn Ll:*..!, ;:::J v.ho c-n * \/.\ i*.v ,.; ::ij.: 

^ » •■■T''*}"',* • ■ II »■'■'. •••^■•■^^ 

It a^^;^.\ r.-, i :.-, tu i:..- a c. i.. i. ,!^.'.J:!, . ■.: :» ..! .- 

I: r.:, il.-it \v- •• . .:; r. : j;:. ;■■ :.;ji.e.i :.i ..l . .- . ...' '. l : 

3, 1- fill.-/ t'.^ :!./'.. I \.\.W\ *.':■ ,v h.;\- . t i;-.i . ; . .i ; r^i\ ... ,.; : , w 

I ■ • . . , 1 . ■ * 

:«Ii ( lTri..:::!L;i \v .;...:•■: ..,:..;•. ^n,: 1.. . r::, .i: .. ;. .t ; .w.:!r.:x:. 
wMvIi li v l.i: .-.il.i.. :. : w-^- i c.i. i:.. ■ :. • ', .:. .: I; . ,: 
c.t L^ av. ..;.;•:...; vv! ii •:..■/ i!. ••.'.: ,- i . :^'. c . , ,1 i' >, r 
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the power of any adminiftration to make all thofe honed or wife 
whom they are obliged to employ ; and when ^reat aflairs are depend- 
ing9 minute circumftances cannot always be attended to. IF the 
vigilance of thofe who are intrufted with the chief dirediion of great 
numbers of fubordinate officers be fuch, that corrupt praSiccs are not 
frequent, and theirjuftice fuch, that they are never unpuniihed when 
legally detecled, the moft ftriS enquirer c.n expeit no more- 
Power will fomctimes be abufed, and punifliment fometimes be 
cfcaped. 

It is. Sir, eafy to be conceived that a report may become general 
though the pra£iice be very rare. The facl is muliiplied as often as 
It is related, and every man who hears the fame ftory twice, imagines 
that it is told of different perfons, and exclaims againft the tyranny 
of the officers of the navy. 

But thcfe, in my opinion. Sir, are queftions, if not remote from 
die prefeat affair, yet by no means eflential to it. The queftion now 
before us is, not what illegalities have been committed in the execu- 
tion of imprefles, but how imprefies themfelves may become lefi ne- 
ceflary ? how the nation may be fecured without injury to indviduals i 
and how the fleet may be manned with lefs detriment to commerce ? * 

Sir, the reward now propofed is intended to excite men to enter the 
fervice without compulfion ; and if this expedient be not approved, 
another ought to be fuggcfled : For I hope gentlemen are united in 
their endeavours to find cut fome method of fecurity to the publick, 
and do not obftruft the proceedings of the committee, that when the 
fleets lie ina£live and ufclcfs, they may have an opportunity to re- 
proach the miniftry. 

Admiral NoRRis fpoke next, in fubftance :— Sir, though it is Jiot 
neceflary to enter into an accurate examination of the gentleman's 
propofal, yet I cannot but obferve, that by making it he difcovers 
himfelf unacquainted with the difpofition of feamcn, among uhom 
nothing raifes fo much difcontent as the fufpicion of partiality. Should 
one man, in the fame rank, receive larger wages than another, he 
who thought himfelf injured, as he who is paid IqCs will always think, 
would be fo far from exerting his abilities to attain an equality with 
hfs aflbciate, that he would probably never be prcvr.i!cd on to lay bis 
hand upon the tackling, but would fit fullcn, or work pcrverfcly, 
though the (hip were labouring in a ftorm, or (luVL\t\^\u ^ Wv\\^. 

Mr. Core tbenfpokc as foJlows:— Sir, tVicA^rv^^x o^X^uo^w^x-cvi, 
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Aftindions among men in the fame rank, where every 
idiagines his merit neglected may have an opportvoity of rrfniii| 
Che injury, is doubtlefs fuch as no prudent etnnnaodcr will tamm 
to incur. 

£vcry man in this cafr becomes the judge of his own nertt ; ni 
as he will always difcover Tome rrafon for the preference of aaocbv 
very different from fuperiority ofdefert, he will^ by cooreqoencr.k 
either eriraged or difpiritcd, will either refoire to defirt his can* 
nander, or betray him to the enemies, or not oppofe them. 

i remember. Sir, though impcrfedly, a (lory whidi I bevda 
my travels, of an army in which fome troops rccciTed a pesny a i^ 
lefs than the reft ; a parfimony which coft dear in the day of hanlri 
for the difgufted troops laid down their arma before the csMay, mi 
fiifiered their general to be cut in piecet. 

General Wade then fpoke to this effed : — Sir, I canooc b«t caa- 
cur with the honourable gentleman in his opinion^ that thofe wboac 
already engaged in the fervice, who have borne the fat ig«cs of a Iw| 
voyage, and perhaps are at this hour expofing their lives ia bank* 
defend the rights of their country, ought to have the base claiai :a 
the reward propofed with thofe who ihall herealter 
Nor in my opinion ou^ht thufe who have hitherto 
our fleets to be difcourj^cJ from c!uir Juiv Kv an excluGon froa is: 
fame advantage. Fcr \i they were conipcfleJ to ferve In the icct, 
they were ca'.iipeV.cJ wh^n there w.-.s i\\:.x, this encouraj ttic pt av 
voluncicrs whicli, ;^c;!u^)>, th^y wuiiiJ have accepted if ii Li 
been then propol^ J. E.c.y m.ii x\ liuil will atlcje, that be vc«4 
have acccprcJ i?, ::rvj cor.^.'Vii:) \vz lutivri only hy the fault of the ;^ 
vernnirnt ; a ^ovcrr:n:*iir uh:-.!i h^* wil! not be very zcalooj to ec- 
fcnJ, wh ie h;; ;> cc;n!':ic:c.l Mi:h Lfs regard tSun uthcrs fiotn vi:4a 
no grci'er Urxi^c, 2:c cxvr.:* J. 

A j'if»iY«:wl c: luw r.-.^.*:.* , Sir, wi!! a^fJ new alaciitv to a3 
the forcr , jnJ an 'ipai i ;.t»nu:..>n o: favour will fccurc an k»- 
ihujccn a: J \\\\\ .'.jl . :">M iv. N. : .; i ; jjt union can produce loc- 
cef«, a:id n».i»ii:i.: :i:: I • :;c v'. w i-m i.n.T.trtialitv and iu^ice. 

Mr. S.\M^ ^ r^/.*, .t: I : » '^..c .? f^lljw* : — ^ir, the eScacv rf 
reward?, a; ! \\\z : t« ;Ii:y :■! ^i.i :- p.:-:. a! d.llnhuiinr, aic no ao* 
fruitful f>' .s r.. :!i::..:.c ; t*Li: ': mav pcrh.vps be more uir^ 
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muft be acknowledged to deferve, to whom thefe rewards are to 
be paid, and from what fund they are expefled to ariTe. 

With regard to thofe who are to claim the reward, Sir, thcj 
feem very negligently fpecified ; for they are diftinguifhed only by 
Ae character of having ferved five years ; a diftindton unintelligible, 
without explanation. 

It is, 1 fuppofe, Sir, the intent of the bill, that no man (hall mift 
Ae reward but by his own fault, and therefore it may be enquired, 
what is to be the fate of him who (hall be difabled in his firft ad* 
Venture, whom in the firft year or month of his fervice, an un* 
lucky (hot (hall confine for the remaining part of his life fo inaAi'* 
tiqr : as the billis now formed, he muft be miferable without t res 
COOipenfe; and his wounds, which make him unable to fupport 
himfelf, will, though received in defence of his country, entitle 
bim to no fupport from the publick. 

Nor is this the only difficulty that may arife from the fpecifying of 
lb long a fervice ; for how can any man that (hall enter on board the 
ieet be informed that the war will continue for five years ? May we 
mot ill joftly hope that alacrity, unanimity, and prudence, may ia 
a much (horter time reduce our enemies to beg for peace ? And (hall 
our iailors lo(e the reward of their hazards and their laboars, onlj 
becmufe they have been fuccefsful i What will this be lefs than ma- 
king their bravery a crime or folly, a'nd puni(hing them for not pro- 
trading the war by cowardice or treachery ? 

But let us fuppofe. Sir, thofe defers fuppliedbya more explicit 
amd determinate fpccification, there will yet arife an objefiion far 
more formidable; an objection which the prefent ftate of our revenues 
will not fuflfer to be anfwered. The confideration of the greatnefs 
of the annual payment which this propofal requires, ought to incite 
every man to employ all his fagacity in fearch of fome other method 
equally efficacious and lefs expenfive. 

We have already. Sir, forty thou(and feamen in our pay, to whom 
eight thoufand more are fpeedily to be added : when each of thefe 
fhall demand his fiipend, a new burthen of two hundred and eighty 
eight thoufand pounds muft be laid upon the nation ; upon a nation^ 
whofe lands are mortgaged, whofe revenues are anticipated, and whofc 
taxescannotbe borne without murmurs, norencreafed without feditloti« 

The mtion has found by experience^ tYlatl^x«^ ot^'^Xtci^^t^ V^^ 
nff raUbnSj und cgatinucd upon plaufiblc pxtttnc^^i \^l\ ^^ vx^\k^- 
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.fcr fcaxicn, which {hall no: only invite them to aflift their countnr 
at the firft fummor.s, but Ihail allure others to qualify thcmfelvcs for 
the pub!icic Q:\ ice, by cn^i^in^ in the fame profefHon. 

This is only to be done hy making the condition of Tailors lc& 
fDiferable, by cniitling them to privileges and honouring them with 
dittindlions. But by limiting the merchants wages, if fuch lioiita- 

_ tions are indeed podible, though we may palliate the prcfentdiftre(% 
y^ fliall diminifb the number of failors, and thereby not only coa- 

_ UzSt our commerce but endanger our country. 

Mr. Tracey fpoke next to the following cfFccl : — Sir, I know 
not for what reafons the prefent method of advancing rewards at en- 
trance is prafiifed, of which, however fpecious it might appear, 
the fuccefs by no means encourages the continuance. The failors, 
though not a generation of men much difpofed to reflection, orqua« 
lified for ratiocination, are not yet fo void of thought as not eafilr 
to perceive that a fmail encreafe of conftant wages is of more value 
than icveral poun Js to be paid only at once, and which are fquandered 
as Coon as they are received. 

Inflead therefore of reftraining the wages of the merchants, it 
firrais probab!e that by raifing thofc of the king, we may man the 
fleet with mod expedition ; and one method of railing the warv'es 
will be to fupprefs the advanced money. 

The Attoj^ney-General fp >ke next: — Sir, if the fum ot 
m -ney now paid by way of advance can be fuppofed to have any 
cfFefl, if it can be imagined that any number of feamen, however 
inconfiderable, are allured by it into the f.e^t, it is more ufefully em- 
ployed than it can be fuppofed to be when funk into the current 
wages, and divided into fniall p'a)ments. 

The advance money is only paid to thofj that enter : if no volun- 
teers prefent thcmfelvcs, no mon.y is paid, and the nation doth not 
f-jfter by the olFer: but if the wa^cs are ralfcd, the exp:nce will be 
certain^ without the certainty of advantage ; for thofc that enter vo- 
luntarily into the fleet, will receive no more than thofe that arc 
forced into it by an imprefs; and therefore there wi!I be no inciic- 
ment to enter without compulfion. Thus every other inconvenience 
will remain, with the addition of a new burthen to the nation ; our 
forces will be maintained at a greaier expcncc, and not raifed with 
lefs difficulty. 
Lord BAtTt:dOKE /aid:-«>Sir^ I cannoi bul couoii \tv o^\tv\^s». 
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c that his power muft be extended, for the fime reafon as it was 
^CD in its prefeot degree, the general benefit of the whole co3i* 

nity. 

Sir JoHH Barnard then fpoke to the following effed : — Sir, if 
intent of this bill be to enable one part of the nation to enflave 
other ; if the plaufible and inviting profeffions of encouragii^ 
increafing feamen, are to terminate in violence, conffraint, and 
pfcffion ; it u unneccflary to dwell longer upon particular claulet. 
^be intention of the bill is deteftable, and defin^es not the oeiemonf 
debate, or the forms of common regard. 

If a man. Sir, is liable to be forced from the care of his own pri* 
affairs, from his favourite fchemes of life, from the engagementi 
of domeftic tenderneis, or the profpefis of near advantage, and 
tmbjeSted without his confent to the command of one wliom be hates, 
or dreads, or perhaps defpiles, it requires no long argument to fhew* 
that hj whatever authoiity he is thus treated, he is reduced to the 
condition of a flave, to that abjed, to that hateful (late, which every 
M^SifitiUin has been taught to avoid at the hazard of his life* 

It is therefore evident, that a law which tends to confer fuch m 
ipower, fubverts our conftitution as far as \ti efFecis extend ; a con- 
ftitiition, which was originally formed as a barrier againft flaverj, 
and which one age after another has endeavoured to ftrergthcn. 

Such a power, therefore, in whatever hands it may be lodged, I 
fliall always oppofe. It is dangerous, bir, to intruft afiy man with 
abfolute dominion, which is feldom known to be impartially excr* 
cifed, and which often malces thofe corrupt and infoient, whom it 
finds benevolent and honed. 

The bill propofes only encouragement, and encouragement may 
be given by his majefty, without a new law; ler us therefore draw 
ap an addrefs, and ceafe to debate, where there is no prolpcA of 
agre«nent. 

Mr. WiKKiNGTON fpoke as follows: — Sir, the payment of an 
annual falary will, in my opinion, be to the lalt degree inconvenient 
and dangerous. The yearly expcnce has been already cftimated^ 
and arifes to a fum very formidable in our prefent ftate. Nor is the 
necelEty of adding to the public burthen, a burthen which already ia 
hard to be borne, the only objedion to this propofal. 

Nothing can more contribute to difpitii iVve nauotv^ ^il^ \» ' 
^nS tbiQ €Qu6quaKC9 of R war, and to xpaSu: \^c c^^tsaV) V 
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vil''::i :^c p^ i i;r;^'j uf viJlo:y an;] iiiuTiph hsvc b?rn fc-^3r:rr. ; 
L..:-i !.' ;r.».!!iuJ ra:!.cr lo l*LTir rpprcilion i:.J iril'uic ih-.T cr.^cii 
i.: : rLJrcl':, ii wj ru;*jL\:t cuMwlvc* a:id our jliIc:::/ lo cr. 
c; .4 10113. 

J I.L i-xpCiiCCi liJ" i!*ic f rcllnt provifion for fupcrannuj-'cJ ar>i 
l'..;:.I laiiors, i* no ii-.confiilcruV.lj tax upon ihc public, uJ:;wh :, 
1.;. l;"jr:hL:icJ liv it for thj iiiin.-icr of collcclin;: i: b .■ a uj.^.: 
ticm ihj fa ;luri w.-.jjs j f^r v. I'.ocvcr pays it in.ir.cJiarci \, ,: ii 
LiiMuatc ^ifi of the ii^ti^ii, and chc utnioft ;ha: can b= *....-.:: 
ti.i > I'^.iiHiic. 

1( ii.ull be confiiil-J, .*'ir, ihc pcrions entitled to the ;ri :" n 
r. i i..!:-.civ;nily u.iii.iL^ii.lluvi i;i tlic bill ; by v.liivh, js it i . a :*-■ 
atiy <'i ili^* worthies i :;u:riu:tiCi of a fhip, c;cn ir.c :.:.:..-: 
t p:..iio, r.'.ay, n'r^.i :.\l- \La;<, put in ihcir licniunJ, ^;;- i .^z 

N.^f Jj 1 llii.-.k, ^:r, t!;: tiru-.y o; this nuil-.rJ wi!" : c.'t a- : 
por:ioa to the cxj^jncc or it j un 1 ..m ot o'':n;i.:^ ih.iC u.v ^: 
fjilcr- will be much uiiVcttJ by ihc profpLct of a f jt^rr : - 
am I'lrrii irc h)r i'.-/./!iii:» ir.cm wiili tivcp;'inj to b: .■ \c\ : :- 
ll.L.r . J.::.! ICC, *^i.!/:i will be but a finale \).\\i\ c:::, ;::• : j 
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: We arc now, Sir, engaged in a war with a nation, if not of the 
r'firft rank in power, yet by no means contemptible in itfclf ; and, 
.,1lf its alliances, extremely formidable. We are expofed, by U)€ 
courieof our trade, and the fit uation of our enemies, to many tn« 
. critable lofles, and have no means of preventing our merchants frcor 
. being feized, without any danger or expence to the Spaniards, but 
. Igr covering the fea with our fquadrons. 

Nor are we. Sir, to fatisfy ourfelves with barely defeating the de* 
Cgna of the Spaniards i our honour demands that we (hould force 
them to peace upon advantageous terms ; that we {hould net repulfe, 
but attack them ; not only preferve our own trade and pofieffions , 
but endaiiger theirs. 

It is by no means certain. Sir, that in the profecution of theft 
defigns we (hall not be interrupted by the intereft or jealoufy of a 
Batioo far more powerful, whofe forces we ought therefore to be able 
to fefin* 

A vigorous exertion of our ftrength will probably either intimidate 
any otherpbwer that may be inclined to attack us, or enable us to repel 
the injuries that (hall be offered : difcord and delay can only confirm 
our open enemies in their obftinacy, and animate thofe that have 
hitherto concealed their malignity to declare againft us. 

It is therefore. Sir, in no degree prudent to aggravate the inconve* 
ineocies of the meafures propofed for accomplilbing what every 
■lan feems equally to defire; to declaim againft the expedients 
oflered in the bill as pernicious, unjuft, and oppreffive, contributes 
▼erj little to the produdion of better means. That our affairs will 
flot admit of long fufpence, and that the prefent methods of raifing 
fieamien are not effectual, is univerfally allowed j it therefore evi- 
dently follows. Sir, that fome other muft be fpeedily (truck out. 

I think it neceffary to propofe, that the houfe be refolved into a 
committee to-morrow morning ; and hope all that (hall aCemble on 
this occafion, will bring with them no other paiSon than zeal for 
their country. 

[The fpeaker having taken the chair, the chairman of the com* 
inittee reported, that they had made fome progrcfs -, and de* 
firing leave to fit again, it was refolved to go into the com- 
mittee again on the morrow*] 
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On the hid day the affair was put •]f\ hut on th^ f>'^il^ tl e f •> ' 
Jotving ifftif into a committee^ a claufe was offitrtJy ly ui...* 
pound i luere pi opofed to be advanced So an alle jtam^n^ £*-•' 
pounds to every other man tbat Jhvald enter xoluKtariij i\:z tix 
jcjlyi f<rvici^ afur 20 dayi^ a\d within 6e. 

After which, Mr. Winninctok fpf'ke as fol!o«rs : — Sir, \\ 
a claufe in which no onpontion can be apprchcnJeJ, a« th.-.u ^\ 
men who declared their difapprobation of the I'orrr.cr, ncrc 1: 
unanimous in propofing this expedient, as the Idll c.\pcz.«:vc, 
the mod likely to fuccccd. 

The time for the reception of voluntiers upon tliis conJiriaa 
Sir, in my opinion, judicioufly determined. If it w s exicr^:d 
greater length, or left uncertain, the reward wo Lid V I'c i:a c& 
the faiiors would ne&slect that which they might acctpt at am t 
and woiilii only have recourfe to the Clips of war, uhni they c 
find nocit'.jr emplotmcnc. 

Yet I cannot concc-1 my apprehcnfions, that th:s hnanrv wJ 
alone be fufficient to man our fleets wirn prop.-r cxrrJftijr ; jpO 
as iill'jrcmenis may be ulefulon one hjnd, foice wi.'i be \ -r.J !► 
fary on the other j that thefa-Iors may not on!v b,- ire ef f- c- 
\\\ the fcr\ice by the hopes of a reward, but by ir.. l: ar »- 1 hi 
their r.e^iligcncc to accept it punifhcd, bv bcir. : cr^- ' -J rs? 
fame fiTvicc, and frjrfeiting their claim by Itavi-i^ m be c.-nrr !: 

J.ortj liALTiMoRE then fpokc to the foiln-.v:::: erti*:': :^S r, t 
ff.v/rd pri»po!Vil in this claiifr, I have ilc^^Iarrl .n :he ! Tr.er 
f- .-t-n-.i' on l!i.s bill, that I have no ol ':.t;.»n, ir. ! tr.rrrf.re krai 
LincnJinciit topropofe, except with regard :o ihc timj i.n;;:rd fc 
] .T. nvnt. 

A- *»u: need of fc.iir.rn, Sir, is imircJ'.»*.e» v^.v fc-'-.'d n'X 1 
I : :;;j:r eiieoufa ■• ivc!.i immediately irKvar*.' ' \'. 1 ^r ai->«ft:«r<. 
;.• ;'•■ t .iMi tlL'.j". - ' Or w::y i^ n t tha: p'-^i r :o *■" .-J. -r.-^rd : 
i;.^: w.!! l'.* ;*:^p'jr in twei'ly dayi ? That ail tf»r tin»r SK-twm 
c-:":(- ^\\ an! oner a; ion of t!u» !a-.v mult be I'l^l, ive^.Jv--: ^ tor 
u,'! iiiiir f>>r two puuiuir, that niav gain twc by ftuhh-^iuiiif 
/. .';' ( » : . t '1 »• fer \ I c c t w ■: w • v vl? \ ^ lou" c \ \ 

N^: c'jI tinnk lUc U.uc iw;v W.vui'.v^^"^^" Vv>.\-, ttv^;n>« «^.«^ 
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ire now in the feivice of the merchants, may not return foon enough 
to lay claim to the bounty, who would gladly accept it, and who 
will cither not ferve the crown without it, or will ferve with difguft 
aod complaints ; as the lofs of it cannot be imputed to their back* 
Wardnefs, but to an accident againft which they could not provide* 

Mr. WiNKiNCTON replied : — Sir, though I think the time now 
Ezed by the bill fufficient, as I hope that our prefent exigency will ba 
but of fhort continuance, and that we {hall foon be able to raife naval 
farces at a cheaper late, yet as the reafons alleged for an alteration of 
ibc lime may appear to others of more weight than to me, I (hall not 
pppofe the amendmen t. 

Sir John Barnard next rofe, and faid : — Sir, with regard to tbo 
duration of the time fixed for the ad?ancement of this bounty, wo 
may have leifure to deliberate i but furely it muft be readily granted 
by tbofe who have expatiated fo copioufly upon the prefent exigenciea 
of our affairs, that it ought immediately to commence. And if this 
be the general determination of the houfc, nothing can be more pro- 
per than to addrefs his majefty to offer, by proclamation, an advance 
of five pounds, infiead of two which have been hitherto given | that 
while we are concerting other meafures for the advanuge of our 
country, tbofe in which we have already concurred may be put in 
execution* 

Mr. PuLTENBY rofe up next, and fpoke at follows : —Sir, I take 
this opportunity to lay before the houfe a grievance which very much 
fecards the equipment of our fleets, and which muft be redrefled be« 
fore any meafures for reconciling the failors to the publick fervicecan 
be purfued with the leaft probability of fuccefs. 

Obfervation, Sir, has informed me, that to remove the deteftation 
of the king's fervicc, it is not neceflfary to raife the wages of the 
feamenj it is neceflary only to fecure themj it is nec^flary to deftroy 
tbofe hateful infeds that fatten in idlenefs and debauchery upon 
the gains of the induftrious and honeft. 

When a failor. Sir, after the fatigues and hazards of a long 

voyage, brings his ticket to the pay-office, and demands his wage?, 

the defpicable wretch to whom he is obliged p apply, looks upon 

his ticket with an air of importance, acknowledges his right, and 

Hiands a reward for prefent payment } with this demand, however 

•^•bitant, the neceflities of his family oblige h\m tocom^Vj* 

*tbif msmuer. Sir, are the wives of the {^on iXfe U^'^^^^ HiV^aw 
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ihry com? to receive thr pay of their hufbands ; wnm'n, diSrdi 
f:icndlcf?, and unfupportcd ; ihcy arc obliged Co endure cTery saim 
and to yield to every opprefljon. And to fuch a heijhi in tk 
int'rcilcfs exa£)ors raifc their extortions, that foinctimn a tb.r^p 
of the wages is deducted. 

ThuF, Sir, do the vilcil, the meancft of mankind, pl«jnderdh 
who have the highefi claim to the cfteem, the gratitude, and lbs ^ 
tc(^hun of their country. This is the hardihip m-hich xrirhh&L'i x 
failorb from our naiics, and forces them to feck for kinder rrra"9i 
in other countries. This hardfliip, Sir, both juftlce and p-»fca 
cuil upon us to rcmeJy , and whiL wc neglect it, all our dclia 
tignswiil be inefTifluul. 

Mr. SoL'TiiwLLL then fpoke to this efFccl:— Sir, of the hari&ii 
rncntioncd by the honourable gcnt!cm::n i\ hu fpukc Uli, I have sri 
known an indance too remarkable not to be mcutioneJ. A iiu 
Iiclanil, aficr his \oy3ze, met with fo much d;£cu!ty ir. c 
hiii wanes, that he was at !en;:t!i reduced to ;he rccclErv cf f^:* 
lini: to the rcHuclion of near a lixih part. Such are rht jT.nir: 
with which ihofe are opprcilcJ, upon whom the poweri fccunn, j 
happincis of the nation arc acknowledged to depend. 

Sir Robert Walpole, the prime min.fter, then rore, ari frc 
as fullviv.j :— Sir, it is n--.t vKitiiout furpri/.c that I Ul^t i:\t i.fcii 
the i'aiLrs afcribcd to any i/ic^Llaritv in the luvnier.: rf :r;.: m;- 

***** s 

wlii^ were never in any furmcr reign fo punituaJ'y ^■■'.^'rzr: 
'1 hcv rtccive, at prrfei)!, t.vclve months pa) in ci. :.?ccxi ir r 
without dtJu»I\:u:i ; To that there ^rc ntvcr more th.in Izx ns.niii 
wh-iMi ..i.y ilicr..i:*.d rcnuijisi unf.tti&ficd. 

li.it, ^i^, the punctuality of the piynunt has p: .djicJ c.'" ! 
1.71 :.t i:.ko:;\cr.icncic^ ^ tor theie has b<:cii T'coucmIv .» ncj-J;?^ oc 
nivyvini n»t'ii from oi.c Ihip t-j ;ii:v>ihcr : a-.d it isih'-itat^J n..,- of 
|)iv-o:i:ci, to aifikZn c. ciy nun htrcnio^cd h>> 1^1! ;*jy. 1 tiz.s z 
when i;'c ::"VL:r.m::nt is ;vi I<i:i:c: irl- l^tvd lo thj-n, t k.- the ' 
c, poriunit ■ cL d.u.t.n^; il.j icrv.w.-, -;;J ^^^J-J.^a •" t^:.:;^:* 
w!'Uh they arc marc ir.ciir.cJ. 

Tiiis It Ti'it a chimei.c-l co r.,*!air.:, {»i'i: .! .! :»p r. "arj .r.:fir. 
and pioJuccJ 1 nly to c.Miii:::l\i!.\ncc :.;i i'^..:ij:i , thj ta.t ly^ 
confcqucn.-cs arc well knowri ; I » wc':, I'l..: :. ai i u:ic:ii han. 
fisilors are OT.patcd to have I •cn lofl by :' , :a:t.ce. 
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A 

ftat fts another member, rofc here, and fpoke to the following cfFcit, • 
his honour being pay-mafter of the navy : — Mr. Chairman, the na- 
ture of the employment with which I am cntruded makes it my 
duty to endeavour that this queftion may be clearly undcrflooJ, and 
tlic condition of the feamen, with regard to the reception of their pay, 
juftly reprcfented. 

I have not been able to difcover that any failor, upon producing his 
ticket, was ever obliged to fubmit to the dcduilion of any part of his 
wages, nor fliould any clerk or officer under my infpeiflion, efcape 
for fuchoppreffion, the fevered punifliment and modpublickcenfure; 
I would give him up to the law without referve, and mark him as 
infamous and unworthy of any trufl or employment. 

But there are extortions. Sir, by which chofe unhappy men, affer 
hiving ferved their country with honefty and courage, are deprived of 
the lawful gains of diligence and labour. There are men to whom 
it is ufual amongft the failora to mortgage their pay before it becomes 
due, who never advance their money but upon fuch terms as cannot 
be mentioned without indignation. Thefe men advance the fum 
which is (lipulaced, and by virtue of a letter of attorney are re* 
imburfed at the pay-office. 

Thi^ corruption is, I fear, not confined to particular places, but 
has'fpread even to America, where, as in his own country, the poor 
failor is fcduced, by the temptation of prefent money, to fell his Ijbour 
to extortioners and ufurers. 

I appeal to the gcntlemin whether the infiance which he mentioned 
was not of this kind. I appeal to him without apprehcnfion of 
receiving an anfwer that can tend to invalidate what I have aflerted. 
This, Sir, is indeed a grievance pernicious andoppreffive, ^which 
DO endeavours of mine (hall be deficient in attempting to remove; for 
by this the failor is condemned, nocwithflanding his induftry and 
fuccefs, to perpetual poverty, and to labour only for the benefit of 
his plunderer. 
[ rheclaufes were then rcid, *' empowering the juftices of ihepeice, 
&c to iflue warrants to the conftablcs, &c. to make general 
privy fearches, by day or night, for finding out an i fccurir.g 
fuch feamen and feafaring men as lie hid or conceal thcn^fclv^^s ; 
and making it lawful for the officers appointed to make fuch. 
fearches^ to force open th^ doots ot an^ ViOM^'i^ \i\xix^ Cwi^ 
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(hall/v/'r7 fjch framen to be concealed, if rntranccVc tm 
reaJily admicteJ ; and for puniihing thofe whd ihftll haraotrv 

conccu! any fcirr.in."] 

Sir John BA^iS'ARD upon this roreup,anJ fpoke tothrf^"?*^ 
•fFtcl; — Mr. C'hsiiman, wc have been hithcno dtlibcrarir^ ^a 
qjciiijH , in uhiih c:vcri\iy of opinions might naturallv be capedsf, 
and in which every n'ii.n might in-!u!gf his own op-niDii, vkne 
it n'.ii^Mt Sc, u:;!. ut any d2n;;crou5 confcquences lo the pabi± 
But the claufcf n'j.v btforc us arc of a d-fTmnt kind ; c!a-a^i »fe<t 
cannot be lejti without ri'toniflirnt.nt and indignation, nor Jc^eadd 
vriihciit b.l.ay.r.i; rhc li'.criy of tl.L bwit, the brjicft, ix.Jtn^fttf^ 

If theiV clauif. Sir, fliojlJ pi's inr'^ a law, a fiilor ar.i i £it 

Hvili become tjrm-! o!" rli'.- f.inu* J"; ».!vcj*.i<in. Lvcry man vt:o2il 
df\nie.i hir.'.fclf" in the ni'.li xi'M-J. pi(»>>r:on, an J nr.Gll Jic^r^j 
fervice cf h;s cc^untry, will l\": hi-nklf J;;)rivcJ c*f ckcry aJv.BS^ 
Vh:ch he hi^ !a:)>jur' d to ub'.j p, an J niivi;; li.e mi-tc p^JIk-e pf^f^ 
t\ thi'A.* wh I live ill fc-L-utity by his v.J ^:r, a:: 2 owe lo h:i !«S:^* 
that afii^riKC whi«.h hjr iriis liiw.n t'j ir.'(.-..r;jt!i:y, anJ tha: ;r 3 
tnj: rA'i.l:i i^icn t.- i-. r.ii:tjiJo. 

Wnv :nu't t!.** u.!.i.' ..!-i:ic. '■ : , h^ rr \-\: \] :•;? fr^nz zW rSr c**-? 
o.-.j .ij" r.»'.'. fit: ir:;:ii r.v .:. ! ir.;..r," ? Wry n"..'t tLcv Sc r a ■*•: 
\*i:'.i f ec::-. :::•?!'»:" I.-l:- • , 11 ;.' ! .»■..• • j.;./- in !.-, in 1 pjr'u.-j *: 
IM^ ili'tf a .i! :!'. rr.'::tl.r.i by i ... ..i: ' .'i. r> ? 1! i.v - \%**.n r;s 

II.-"" I ■• : I !■»«• >«■ *•« n:**' .• K •■»! ••• ,*»••. .a a. 

■■1.1 !■■■■- I V>it--k V ■«i>il«ll|l'l (ki_ 'pi al.«,.Mitlia«>>llk* C<s •.•_ iT C.B 

il >•« t-.i<' . •■ ■i-.a.k.? ••iWi« ■■J li.b O^ias*^ 1 I i-i^ .' 1^1 K ^ % *m • • ■! 

* I ' ? ■ * I ■ 

9f\ .•fill"-, •iffi'.i. "if : f ' • '^ ^ • * I • ' " t i •.\'' • \ I' ■' t ■ ' ' .* t .* 9 1 

Ij:i;:c ; !c w ii h f.'cly vv.il i. '. h*.' c :i:ri)\t:lcJ i where i^ :"*:c i*" 
tl-.:r Ji:l» f:..-. ! I .:::i a .1 .i:!"';-, :'.:: l.j ha> j.iiUr c'.i rs i.-.-r: -: 

I» ■ ■ I 

■■■••k.% ••■ .1^,.. , h ,_ ■■■i'lii>..i.W«.. . .•* 

t^ • ■ p« • ■ I ■ 1 •• r r» "1 ■ « ■• f p . .. ' , , Il • • . . . 

• ••k>.._ Ml l..^i .|. ■ ••I . .1.. .*, Ill I, (^^l Iw«.'.. ■ ■ 

Icr, w:*; v\ ^'f 'a :: • t i : '•. il » . . . t :• ••'.k] t » tr..^ '".::: u •.- * "• 
lei:, », :•? f'. '. :!*j iw i;. !:.•.:•, .;i»j\; !.i^ I.:>iry, .».. i 1. ^>. a: "4 
fix -..itMr. v. 

Nuf ti ir, i'.r, I'lrrlTiiv :■■ tlv. W i.p"n !*!>• p. ?!.if T;.c;i: cf ^'J 
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Vd upon the faine reafons with oar own» that they have never 
forfeited them by any crime^ and iherefore^ that they cannot be taken 
iiray without the moft flagrant violation of the laws ofnature^ of rea- 
|bn, and of our countiy. 

Let us confider the prefeot condition of a failor, let us reflect a 
Kttle upon the calamities to which cuftom, chough not law, has aU 
ready made him fubje6t, and it will furely not be thought chat hit 
■ohappinefs needs any aggravation. 

He is already expofed to be forced, upon his return from a tedious 
voyage, into new hardlhipSy without the intermifSon of a day, and 
Hrtthont the fight of his femily ; he is liable, after a contract for a 
pleafing and gainful voyage, to be hurried away from his profpeds of 
intereft, and condemned amidft dppreflion and infolence, to labour 
and to danger almoft without the pofiibility of a recompcnfe. He 
has neither the privilege of chufing his commander, nor of leaving 
bim when he is defrauded and opprcflTcd. 

Thefe, Sir, I fiiy, are the calamities to which he is now fubje«£(, 
but there is now a poffibility of efcaping them. He is not yet de- 
prived of the right of rellftance, or the power of flight ; he may 
DOW retire to his friend, and be proteSed by him, he may take (bel- 
ter in his own cottage, and treat any man as a robber, that ihall at- 
tempt to force his doors. 

When any crews are returning home in time of war, they are ac- 
quainted with the dangers of an imprefs, but they comfort them- 
iclves with contriving ftratagems to elude it, or with the profpeft of 
obtaining an exemption from it by the favour of their friends ; prof* 
pe^ which are often deceitful, and ftratagems frequently defeated, 
but which yet fupport their fpirits, and animate their induftry* 

But if this billy Sir, fliouid become a law, the failor, inftead of 
mmufing himfelf on his return with the profpeSs of eafe, or of plea- 
fure, will confider his* country as a place of flaYery, a redden ce lefs 
to be deAred than any other part of the world. He will probabfy 
ieek in the fervice of fome foreign prince a kinder treitment, and 
will not fail in any country but his own to fee bimfcif at ieafl on a 
level with other men. 

Nor will this bill. Sir, only give the feamen new reafons of dif- 
gufty but it will tend likewife to aggravate thofe grievances, which 
already have produced a deteflation of the \^vibUeVL&m^^^ ^c^xc^^^ 
to be coiKjaeredj 

The olSqers of the nsLvj, Sir, wiUViard\y \wi iudA^ V.^^ ^'^^^'^^'^^'^^ 
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an increafeof power ; they whofe tjrannjf has alreidy a'ler.avd 
felloW'AibjeAs from the king's fcnricc, though thcj nuld 
depend upon the character of probity and ouder at ioo for the ; 
ftQ of manning their (hips in fucceeding expeditions, w/.! prct 
when they are animated by a law like this, and majc abMOie 
by land and fea, indulge themfelvcs in the enjormcnt of thar 
authority, contrive r.cw hardlhips and oppreffioo?* and rym 
without fear and wi:liojt mercy. Thus* Sir» will the bil! doc 
be tyranniciil in iM'clf, but the parent of tyranny i it Viil giis 
rity to the cruel, and contidcncc to the arrogant. 

That any man, zi li-a!t any man bred fro.-n his infanry rod 
hii refidence, and nccuttomcd to ditTcrent climates and to t: 
nation?, will fix by choicir in that country where he r.nds :be 
recpptmn, is hardly to he imagined. Wc fee indeed, that me 
qualified to fjpport t'nemfi-lvci in other couniric«, or who hii 
long cuftom, contravFtid a ftinJnjfs for particular n.rthoJs o: [A 
b^ar very uncomfortable circuniliuDCcs without eiiJeavoj:. 
improve their conditions by a chang-; of their h^b^taiioni. B 
temper of a (ailnr, acquainted with all part.s a:;J iiiCifTeren: 
is of another kind. Such, Sir, is his love of chang<r, ariiing 
from wantonneis or curiolltv, tiiat hi* i^ hard to be retail. eJ 

m 

kinJcfl ircatrr.e.T: .i:ri n^.nft libcr.^l tcviarJs j and will ihercrort 
ilru|:^le wi:h his haliituat dii'^'j:;tion^, only ta conzuiue in i 
of flMVcry. 

I think it therefore, Sir, very evldrnc that this new mr:hc^ of 
ra^ir^ failors will be lo lar Irum r.cu-Jin* them, tha: :: m^v pr 
dri\e ihem ou: of tli'j en i'irr, :.i.d 4: cr.cc lu.n i ur :r^,.c a 
navy ; iit onwc hejjar a;id Ji:'.irm u!. 

Let me n )•*• I'lp^'o;*:, Sir, lur a inoincnt the h.l! Irfi ^^:t. c 
Its ccnfequei.ces, .rd cor.;': J r cr.ly- the d.iHc^l.irs of cxr:u1 
Every feala:in^ m^n is to be fcizcJ a; p!w-ai'urc bv the mig.jlr.e 
what defini'.i n i» i;ivrn ot a ki.iz\\v.^ iv.sn ? Or bv w Jit chj 
idle \% the ma;:iur>i'e r<* dilln^ujii hmi * 1 t.a.c n:*. cr S::.t & 
diicovcr any peculiar ;l.cs 1:1 t:.-' r ^r.v. « f a iV i*? an t!..;t rr-ark h 
fr. 'iMl.c :* !l I f il.c 1^ ;. ?. 1 .. I . , I .i r,!, '^i t\. ;■. :;:■»• 
air, ^i.J \<\^ cfTc.tii:. tC't i.. ':. : v.-i-, !*..iii i;i (^.i.. t;:at a -: <csti 
to Ll ivfii iM lir^M.r.^- i .. ..• , \i\ iv.ti'A.*. awA y :c..cws( 
know ti'M trat a iiiT.i'^ civi 'a. *.\A..^ .^.iaV/x^ (;.-\\ a\v o:hcf 1 
equ^l ir.tl\ii}ry or uT., miV.j V. * v.t .:•. v, ■■. .^\ X - w ;aV^x\ 
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fzfs into a law, will put it at once in the power of the magtSrate to di& 
^k of fcamen at his pleafure, and Co term whom he pleafes a iSea* 
(nan. 

Another expedient. Sir, has been offered on this occaflon noc 
squally tyrannical, but equally inadequate to the end in view. It is pro« 
lofed to reilrain the merchants from giving wages beyond a certain 

■ 

*acc, on the fuppofition that the failors have no motive but that of 
jirger wages, to prefer the fervice of the merchants to that of the 
n'own. 

This, Sir, is a miftake which might eafily arife from a partial and 
inriperfe& knowledge of the affair, with which very few gentlemen 
bave opportunities of being well acquainted. The wages. Sir, are 
the fmalleft inducements which fix the feamen in their choice* The 
profpecl of kinder treatment, the certainty of returning home in a 
Kxed time, and the power of chufing what voyages they will under* 
take, cannot but be acknowledged very reafonable motives of prefer ' 
rcnce. 

On the contrary. Sir, when they are once engaged in a (hip of 
war, they know neither whither they are going, what dangers thej 
fhali encounter, what hardfilips they {hall fuffer, nor when they Ihall 
de difmifTcd. 

Befides, Sir, I do not think it poffible by any law to limit the 
wages to be paid by merchants, fince they will change the term of 
wages into that of a prefent, or admit the failors to a fmall (hare in 
the freight, and fo alf the precaution we can take will become in* 
cffeaaal. 

In the mean time. Sir, how much (hall weembarrafs our own com- 
merce and impair our natural ffrength, the power of our fleets? We 
fliall terrify our failors on the one hand, and endeavour to ftarve 
them on the other ; we (hall not only diive them from us by unheard 
of fevcrities, but take away every motive that can induce them to 
ejcpofe thcmfelves to the danger of fafl'cring them. 

If we confidcr. Sir, with what effed methods nearly approaching 
thefe were pradifcd in rhe reign of the late queen, we (hall find that 
not more than 1500 feamen were railed, and thufe at the expence of 
more than four thoufand pounds; fo .that the effeits bore no pro- 
ponion to the means ; our law9 were infiinged aad our conftituuoa 
fiolatcd to nopurpofc. 
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B^t w'iit r^-i'ia, i.r^ cm be i£jn«d for w'zkk .: c&^'x 
i.lncj.i :--» .'-:?pl/ :-"e £-t: n^w miih ulori iIlw at aoj ccfier 
Th^i arzr, h.,% wi$ cz7p.1r.dti by the p^bl^ck «oic&, :n p-i^riss 

fiippoTcd :ha: the L\.ot» c: anj ochcr bodf cf mca csgi^r ;s i 

I am ihcrcforc ir.clined tob«'iocdsat the rafpk:'.on of grc* 
bers bid ia the cojr.try, zi a esftaacc f:c3s the coait, i> skzi 

icericLi ; &nd zha: if we £bou!d {ufs :b;i b:!!, ws &culi C3 z 
more than gri^n: an opprctEve and uix:.aui;utiofiAi p:.wcT os 
Ua what in reality h not to be found. 

How oppreffive this pcwer tnay becoT.e in the hands of a * 
or inf^lent m2g!ftr2te, any man may d.fco\er who remenbi 
themagiftraie is oiaJejuJ^e uiibout appeal, of his Oicn n^s: 
nominate ai.y man a faMor, an J that he may break open ar< 
doors at any time, without alleging any oihcr rcaicn thar. S 
fjlpicion ; fo that r.o man c^n I'ecurc his he Lie rro.Ti bcir.g ;c 
or, perhaps, his perfon ncm being feizcJ. 

It may indeed be a!!e^eJ, Sir, that this Wil! be only a tffl 
law, and js ;o ceale with the exigence that m^ie it r.zzc::2 
lorg tx. cri^ncc has infon:.;..! u£, :hjt u.crc !--.\s are er.aclt 
readily th:n they are rcpca!cJ ; r.:-.J that mc:1 men arc lo-a 
power to fjiTcr w.ilin^'y tn-j d:rTiiniitii>n of t. 

IJ It, Sjr, tho'j'ih ihij Ijw (ho^lJ i.'j: b: p^rpcriurcJ, e 1 
ceJtr:: of a;i inrrin;rcrr.cnt cf our o.r.:i.::.;.i):i n^^a^Cj uir 
(i.ti'jijiic n i and the XK-ty CL:l\u';n ot aa c;::;::;':^^ law is 
I Ira her c.i iter for the revival of »t. 

1 iii* bi-l, therefore, mult be c^i.mIcJ t.j l^^* a: on.e \!.\ 
iLtifw-Liu-^l ; to be a tranf^rcilion lA i. k. Uw) c» • itiuc to p; 
men, without any profpcct of re^l benci-.t to lii.- comouni' 
therefore canno: be palTcJ without vic.r.rj at iincc i:\>.t) p 
and our cunftitution. 

Captain CuRKWall then rolV, anJ \\ .i; * to this eiTtct : — 
obferved. Sir, that every man is a^>i i > lii d'k h: : \\t 1.'. ;rc«ii 
is not treated accor^Iing to hi> own ojiitKii or tit» Jc«cri-, ; 
endeavour todiffuic hi» own notion «*; :h<- pj::ulit\ iinJ ivr 
the naval officers ^ gcneial clamours ihc(c:.>rcurc little to be n 
1 have had, fium my CAt\v vcar^^ a^ csiW.wi.-AC. ve^ Oac (oa 
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ind can aflbrt, that I never knew more than one inllance oF injufticcb 
ind that was panifhsd with the feverity which it defenred. 

The Prime Minister rcfencxt, and fpoke to this effeft :— Mr. 
Sbairman, ifc is with uncommon fatisfa^ion (hat I fee every claufe 
»f this bill regularly debated, without unbecoming impatience, or 
mflionate exclamations. I am willing to collet from this condud^ 
liac the difpoficion of every gentleman is, on this occafion, the 
bme with my own ; and that every expedient herepropofed will be 
liligently examined, and either be ferioufly approved, or be calmljr 
rcjeSed. 

Such coolnefe and impartiality. Sir, is certainly required by the 
Unportance of the prefent queftion ; a ^ueftion which cannot butia- 
Buence the profperity of the nation for many years. 

It is not neceflary to remind any gentleman of the importance of 
our trade, of the power of the enemy againfl whom we have declared 
war in defence of it, or of the neceffity of ihewing the world that our 
declarations of war are' not empty noifes, or farces of rcfentment« 
But it may be proper. Sir, to remark, that this is not the only enemy» 
nor the mod powerful, whofe attempts we have reafon to provide 
againft, and who may obh'ge us to exert our whole power, and prac- 
life every expedient to increafe our forces. 

The war has been hitherto profccuted with the utmoft vigour, with 
all the attention that its importance requires, and with fuccefs not 
difproportioned to our preparations ; nor will it ever be fufiered to 
laoguifh^ if the powers neceflary for carrying it on are not denied. 

Nothing is more evident. Sir, than that the natural power of thena* 
lion confifts in its fleets, which are now, by the care of the government, 
fo numerous, that the united power of many nations cannot equal 
them. But what are fleets unfurni(bed with men ? How will they 
maintain the dominion of the fea, by lying unaSive in our harbours? 

That no methods hitherto ufcd have been fufficient to man our 
navies, and that our preparations have therefore been little more than 
BR cxpenfive (how of war, the whole nation is fufficlcntly informed ; 
it is therefore not doubtful that fome new meafures mud be taken ; 
whether any better can be fuggefted than are offered in this bill, muft 
be enquired. 

With regard, Sir, to the claufe now under our confideration^ it ia 
to be remembered, that little more is pro^CeA \v] \i ^^ti v^ "^^ "^^ 
kijUioa of legality to a power which haa lon^Vjt^ti t.«wSK.^\>^ >^^ 
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■dmirilty, without any other authority than that oflong ppffcrip 
the power of ifluing warrants oF imprefs upon emergeot ocoi 
by which fjittors are forced into the publick fervice- 

This power, in its prefent ftate, muft be allowed to hiveaoi 
dation in any law^ and by confequence, to be unlimited, vbd 
and cafily abufed, and upon the whole, to be juftitiable onlrb 
cedity : but that neccffity is fo frequent, that it is often tut 
\ and therefore ought to be regulated by the legiflaturci andbf 
ing fuch regulations, we may rather be faid to remove thia : 
duce a grievance. 

Hie power of fearching for failors, however it has bea i 
iented, is far from fetcing them on a level with felons, msr 
or vagabonds; or indeed from diftinguiOiing them, to the:r 
vantage, from the reft of the community, of which every lai 
is obliged to fupport the government. 

Thofc that pofllfs cftaccs, or carry on trades, transfer part 
property to the publick; and thcfc ou^hr, by parity of rca 
ferve the publick in pcrfun, that have no property tj f 
Every man is fecurcJ by the conftitution in the ciijo\mcn: ot 
his liberty, or his fortune; and therefore every nnan o ^I'-t 
caliy to defend th^' con.tiiution tu wliich he i> hiiiii'ci;' :..:c 
fafety an^ protCiflion. 

I am ihercforc, Sir, un^bU* to Jifc'vcr in wh^t cor. fi its c 
(liipofa law by wMch no new d.itici arc crvLJis'-*!, riorarv! 
q'lirtrd, which is not already c\ cry mart's duty. L^trv !:.?:, 
who is deft reus of ev-iiin^: the pcrf-.n.ancc if -iny i.f rhc * 
fociexy^ will confidcr every compuli'ion js a har Jilii^t, rv uh 
oSii?rd to contribute to the '^cncrMl li:ij jincl's; but hi> m..rrT 
pro\e nothing but his own folly ar.J ii./:.i:i:isJc, aud w.:: % 
dcfcrvc no regard fiom the lcgi{l.i!ivc po-.vLr. 

There is in the bill before u<. Sir, c:c. ur-.^rrrc:?: :'^:5j 
vol untie rs, and an ofier ol -u-a'.cr rcwaiJi :i.an t^:\-: z- 
think confiRcnt with the prelect c \\rx o: ihc n .in nA tz\z.\^ 
what remains to be done uiih rrr->c«t to \\\ a: wh» ar.- ^cj,t i 
vitations. and blind to all oners •: aiv.^nt^L r : Arc tr.r*. :«• i\ 
only becaufc they are idle, cr to Le di::::^ii:.h..J w.;h :.:Jul^e: 
for want of defer ving it? 

It Acmi generally granted^ S'-.t, v. v. \ . \\ i^^r.t^'kt^ tb 

cdi of an im|>rcfi. Let u* \ik^u u-^^Ai.-. -.V-:. ^n :^^ ma 
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ferve his country, has laid hold of the reward propo(ed,an(l 
olunticr. The fleets arc not yet fufGciently manned, and 
s muft be procured. Warrants are ifluedout inthecommoa 
he negligent, the imprudent, the neceilitous are taken* 
int, the cunning, and thofe that have more money, find 
efcape. Can it be faid, that thofe whofe circumftances, 
rtunc, enable ihcm to fecure themfelves from the officers 
refs, deferve any exemption from the publicic fervice, or 
hardfhips to which their companions are expofed ? Have 
arged their debt of gratitude to the publick fo efFedaally by 
ivay from its fervice, that no fearch ought to be made after 
feems evident, that if it was right to feize the one, it is 
ght to purfue the other, and if it be right to purfue hifflf 
i^ife right to hinder him from cfcaping the purfuers. It is 
to veft fome perfons with the ])0wer of apprehending him, 
om is that power to be lodged, but in the civil magiftrate i 
nan. Sir, is obliged by compulfive methods to ferve his 
f he can be prevailed upon by no other. If any man fliall 
pay his rates or his taxes, will not his goods be feized by 
1 fold before his face? If any particular methods are pro* 
obliging feamen to contribute to the publick fafety, it is 
ufe their fervice is necefiary upon more preffing occafions 
of others ; upon occafions which do not admit of delay, 
tie hazard of the whole community. 

confefs, Sir, there are inftances in which the hardfliips of 
ing part of the nation are peculiar, and truly calamitous, 
after the dangers and toils of a long voyage, when he is 
he fight of the port, where he hopes to enjoy that quiet. 
has deferved by fo long a feries of fatigues, to repair the in- 
ich his health has fuifered, by change of climate, and the 
he (hips, and to recover that ftrength which inceffant vi- , 
has worn away ; when he is in expe£lation of being re- 
r his family with thofe carefles, which the fuccours that be 
em naturally produce, and defigns to reft awhile from dan* 
rem care; in the midft of thefe plealing views, he i^on the 
:izcd by an imprefs, and forced into a repetition of all bis 

without any interval of refrefliment. 
o maa who can think without compaffiotv oti (Mdcii^^catTA. 
boaft his zesd fox freedom, his tegaid ioi \>t^Ntx^ > ^^ ^^^ 
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squipped, contraS in private with Aich failors at they are inclined 
& employ, and conceal them in garrets hired for that purpofCy till 
he freight is reaiy, or the danger of an imprefs is paft, and thtu 
bcare their own private affairs at the hazard of the publick, 
ibd hinder the operations of a war, which they, and they ^oly* 
blicited. 

The danger of having other enemies than the Spaniards, enemies* 
Sir, more afilve, more powerful, and more ambitious, has already 
been mentioned, a danger fo near, and fo formidable, that lie will not 
be thought very follicitous for his country, whom the bare mention of 
it does not alarm. This danger we are therefore to obviate by vigo- 
rous preparations, and unanimous refolutions ; nor do I doubt but 
both our enemies, if they find us united, will repent of attack* 
Ing us. 

Sir, the mofi efficacious method of manning our fleets, which law 
0r cufiom has yet put into our hands, is that of fufpending our com- 
merce by an embargo, and yet the whole nation knows how much 
and by what means it has been eluded : no fooner was it known that 
mn embargo was laid, than the failors flew away into the country, or 
hid themfelves in corners of this great city, as from the moft formt* 
dable danger ; and no fooner did the embargo ceafe, than the banks 
of the river were again crowded with failors, and all the trading vefTels 
were immediately fupplied. 

As I cannot doubt. Sir, that every gentleman is equally zealous 
fdr th^ fuccefs of the war, and the profperity of his country ; and as 
Cheinfufficiency of the prefent methods of providing for them is ap- 
parent, I hope, that cither the regulations propofed by this bill, to 
which I fee no important objefiions, or fome other of equal ufe, will 
be eftablifhed by a general concurrence. 

Lord Baltimore fpoke next : — Though no gentleman in this af- 
fanbly. Sir, can more ardently wifh the fuccefs of the Britifli arms, or 
fhall more willingly concur in any meafure that may promote ir, yet 
1 cannot agree to the claufe now under our confideration ; Idifapprove 
it both from moral and political motives i I difapprove it as neither 
jiifk nor prudent. 

The injuftice of fo flagrant an invadon of the liberty of particular 
men has been already expofed j nor is it, in my opinion, lefs eafy to 
difcover the imprudence of exhaufting all out tu^^Wti^ ^v ^ti't^^ •*xA>. 
fwccpiag MWBy M our hilorty to fupp\y a iin%\c tixo^ttvc^* 
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It has often been remarked, Sir^ in favour a flandisg an 
that it is requifice to have a number of regular force*, who, thei 
too weak tooppofe an invafion, might be able to cflablilh diiopi 
in a larger body. An obfcrvation which nay, wiih much gra 
juftnefs, be applie J to the feamen, wbofe art b much more dzSc 
to be attained, and who are equally neceflary in war and peace. 

If our (lock of feamen. Sir, be dcflroycdt if there is not kfi 
our trading vefllels a fufficient number of experiencei artttls to i&Ji 
novices, and propagate the profeflion, not only our fhips of wu ■ 
lie ufeiefs, but our commerce fink to nothing. 

Nor have I reafon to believe the naval power of France lb fan 
dable, as that we ought to be terrified by the apprcbenCoiis ai 
into any extraordinary methods of procedure. 1 am informed i! 
they have now very few (hips of force left in their harbours ; and il 
they have exerted their whole ftrength in the American flezt. 

1 sm not therefore. Sir, for providing againft prefcnt diafi 
without regard to our future fecurity ; and think nothing n^re m 
thy of the confideration of this aflembly, than the means of eno 
raging and Increafing our feamen, which will not be effcded by 
bill before us. 

Land forces may be hired upon emergencies ; but fiiilori arc 
own peculiar (Irength, and the growth of our own foil ; w; a:c :hi 
fore above j!I other re^arJ^ to attend, if I may ufe the term, to the j 
fcrvaliun of ibc fiKcies. 

Mr. VvscR nL'Xt fpoke :— Mr. Chairman, as there can be 
ftrongerobjeciion to any law than anibi^ui:y, or indcicrminitc . 
tude of meaning, 1 think it ncccHary to propofc, that f rr.c wjtj 
known and Iinn;ed impoit, be fubfiitutcd in the plarc o( ^tjj\t9tni i 
an cxprdl-on which, if I was afiL.d liic mcani:igof i:, I HiOkL ) 
it difficult to explain. 

Arc Jiafarini mca ihcfc only who n:.v.»atc in they^j t* The ti 
is then l'upcrfiu.ju;, lur all fuch ate evidently compn led in t>e * 
ftamin. Arc tli> v bj:^cn;Ln or wa:crnic:i who p*von river*, xx^\ v 
fport provi.'ion ^r c.immt Jitics tiom one iiJand ;own to ano:hrr ' 
that fenfe nu l..i'\ w:!l .ilFwrn iha: it is a proper wo'J ^ and irp 
priety In the c\^:i:I.j:iot t.vv>, pioJuco uncertainty in the cae< 

tion Ci( lhr;n. 

C\ip:arn i\ i"*v.all r C: i:p :— S'r, xV^X^xm ftafsfln* an, 
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lire hj conveying goods or paflengers upon the water, whether the fea 
or inland rivers : nor can wc reftrain it to a narrower fenfe, without 
Ihcetnpting fjrom the publick fcrvice great numbers, whofe inanner of 
life has qualified them for it, and from whom their country may with 
fequal juftice expeA aOifiance, as from thofe who are engaged in fo- 
ffcign traffick. 

Mr. Vyser replied : — Sir, I am far from concurring with the ho- 
nourable gentleman in his opinion, that the inland watermen are bf 
their profeffion in any degree qualified for fea fervicc, or can properlf 
hccaAltd/fafaring men* 

All qualifications for the fervice muft confid either in fome know* 
ledge of the arts of navigation, or in fome familiarity with the dan- 
gers of the fea. With regard to any previous knowledge of naval 
buGnefs, it is well known that they have no advantage over any com- 
mon labourer ; for the manner of navigating a (hip and a barge have 
fer the moft part nothing in common. 

Nor are thefe watermen. Sir, more able to (land firm in the terrors 
of the ftorm, or the noife of a battle, than thofe who follow any 
other occupation. Many of them never faw the fea, nor have le& 
dread of its danger than the other inhabitants of the inland counties. 
They are therefore neither yr^r/ir/ men, nor peculiarly capable of 
being tmdefeamen. 

But the hardfhip upon particular men is not the ftrongeft objec- 
tion to this claufe, which by obflruding our inland navigation, may 
oiaice our rivers ufelefs, and fet the whole trade of the nation at a 
ftand* For who will bring up his fon a waterman, who knows him 
espofed by that profeffion to be imprdTed for a feaman i 

It fcems therefore necefTary, Sir, either to omit the term • yffl- 
faring men^ or to explain it in fuch a manner, that inland watermen 
may not be included. 

Lord Gage fpoke next : — Sir,*fo much has been urged againft the 
R>mpulfive methods propofed in this claufe, and fo little produced in 
favour of them, that it may fcem fuperfluous to add any thing, or to 
Endeavour, by a multiplicity of arguments, to prove what common 
Tafbn muft immediately difcover. But there is one confequcnce of 
his claufe which has not yet been obferved, and ^hich is yet too im* 
lortaot not to be obviated by a particular provifo. 

f Agreed to be omiued. 
Vol. /. . s ^^ 



I cannot thcicfoic. Sir, but think it ncccfiary, ir.a: i!" :: 
bj fufFcrci! to p^fs, fomc part of its liatcful confcqucnccs l 
prevented by an exception in f.:vour of frccholJcrs an.! *«:'. 
furely is no Icfs than what every nm owes tJ his own Ij:-:. 
u'clfau' of hii country, anJ toiholc by whom he h^> bcsa 
with the care of their liberties. 

Mr. IlhNRY FtLHAM then falJ as follows : — S r, I u j : 

c-ppofiiiiin to;hc profofal m.iJc by that right honour^blt* rrc: 

fin 1 think this the proper time either for Oi^pofin^ or ^p: 

ALthod ij of the hight:i in: port a nee in enquiries like :h.. 

ilic (.rucr i<f the i!s.bate be int.MuptcJ by foreign quel't.or.i 

licntu! (ibjctlionf, no irian will be abl^- to coiifidcr the c!au:c2 

with t!;c attention n-jceliary to Ivs own fatisfaition, cr u 

\:c\\(K\ ut othvrs ; the nund ivi!l be difTipated by a mu!: 

iicw<, and noihini^cnn ft)!lH«v but perplexity and cortu::on 

r..c j;reat caJ, Sir, for which wc arc now a'Tcnibi^J. i 

c-i.l n.LihoJs cf manning the Feet wiih expedition and ccrra 

th» re lore prt-^'Cr in the f.rll pl.xe to ngrec upon fome general 

to CSV. I. of wl.ich there may undoubtedly be particular ob jccri 

t!.a: may be afrerwarJs removed by cxceptionj or piuvi: 

thcfc pr'iv i'.'inj /hojIJ| for the fake of order, be in;'cr:c«i 
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Sir Hind Cotton anrwered : — I amnoiaWe, Sir, to difcovef 
my imminent ganger to the nation in fufpeoding our attention to the 
daufe before us for a few moments ; nor indeed do we ceafe to atr 
•etid to it, while we are endeavouring to mollify it, and adapt ic to 
Oor conftitution. 

Tlie exception propofed is, in the opinion of the honourable gen* 
tleman, fo reafonable, that he declares himfelf ready to approve it ia 
pnotfacr place ; and to me, no place feems more proper of its making 
jpvtof this bill than this. As a connedion between the claufe and 
exception appears neceflary and immediate, I cannot fee why it fhould 
be poftponed, unlefs it is hoped that it may be forgotten. 

Mr. PuLTENEY then fpoke: --Sir, that this exception (hould be 
forgotten there is no danger ; for how long foever it be delayed, I will 
acver agree to the ad till I fee it inferted. If we fuffer the liberty of 
die freeholders to be infringed, what can we eXpedl but to be charged 
with betraying our truft, and giving up to fervitude and oppreffion 
thofe who deputed us to this aflembly, as the guardians of their privi« 
leges, and the afltrters of their birthright ; a charge too juft to bt 
denied, and too atrocious to be borne. 

Sir^ the right of a freeholder is independent on every other circum« 
fiance, and is neither made more or lefs by wealth or poverty : the 
efiate, however fmall, which gives a right of voting, ought to ex« 
empt the owner from every reftraint that may hinder the exertion of 
bia right ; a right on which our conftitution is founded, and which 
cannot be taken away without fubverting our whole eftablifhment. 

To overlook the diftin6iions which the fundamental laws of our 
country have made in refpe^l to difierent orders of men, and to regard 
only the accidents of affluence and neceiSty, is furely unjuft in itfelf, 
and unworthy of this afiembly j an aflembly. Sir, inftituted princi* 
pally to protedi the weak againft the ftrong, and dep itcd to reprefent 
thofe in a colIeSive ftate, who are not confiderable enough to appear 
fit^glyt >tid claim a voice in the legifluture. 

To'expofe an honeft, a laborious, and an ufeful man, tobefeized 
by the hands of an infolent officer, and dragged from the enjoyment 
of his right, only becaufe he will not violate bis confcience, and add 
his voice to thofe of fycophants, dependants, and proftitutes, the 
flavesof power, the drudges of a court, and the hirelings of a fac- 
tion, is the higheft degree of injuAice and crucXv^. \<tL\^\ \v^^t^ 
Sir, fweep MW»f wiib zn imprefs, the dcone% of W^^wvi^^^^^"^^ 
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(itation, that I oppofe it now, and intend to oppofe it whenever It 
(hail be offered, becaufe it will defeat all the other provifions which 
(hall be made in the bill. 

I will venture to fay. Sir, that if every man, who has by what- 
ever tenure the right of voting, (hall be exempted from the neceflity 
of contributing to the publick fafcty by his perfonal fervice, every 
man qualified for the fea will by fome means acquire a vote. 

Sir, a very fmall part of thofe,who give their votes in this nation 
for rcprefentatives in fcnat«, enjoy that right as the appendage of a 
freehold; to live in fome towns, and to be born only in others, 
gives the unalienable privilege of voting. Any gentleman, to fecure 
his own intereft, orobftrQa the publick fervice, may, by dividing a 
faiall piece of barren ground among a hundred failors, exalt them 
all to freeholders, and exempt them from the influence of this law. 

However, Sir, I am not lefs a friend to the freeholders than ihofe 
who prcpofe the exception in their favour; but in my opinion the 
great intereft of the freeliolders is the prefervation of their freeholds, 
which can only be fccured by a vigorous exertion of the power of the 
nation, in the war which is now declared againft the Spaniards. 

Mr. Barrington fpoke next: — Sir, by the obfervatipns which 
I have opportunities of making at the place which I have the honour 
to reprefent, I am convinced of the influence that this law will have 
upon all the boroughs along the coaQs. There mod of the voters 
are, in one fcnfe or other. Sir, fcafaring men, being almoft all of 
them owners of veiTels, and in fome degree acquainted with naviga«*> 
tion ; they may therefore be hurried away at the choice of an oflicious 
or oppreflive magiftrate, who may by partiality and injuftice obtain a 
.majority, contrary to the general inclination of the people, and de- 
termine the eledlion by his own authority. 

Sir William Yonge then faid: — Sir, if every freeholder and 
voter is to be exempted from the influence of the law, the bill that we 
arc with fo much ardour endeavouring to draw up and redlify, and of 
which the neceflity is fo generally acknowledged, will be no other 
than an empty founds and a determination without an objeft; for 
while we are empowering the government to call feamen into the fer- 
vice, we are exempting almoft all that arc able to fervc from the dc- 
nominatfon of feamen : what is this but to dvfpuiCN«aWjX^Vi^\^^>- 
loraife with oaclund and dcmoliCh wviU tVia orCci^i^ 
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In the wcftcrn parts of the nation, Sir, where 1 rcGde, nur^ 
vote at cleaions claim their privilege by no other title ihaa -J 
boiling a pot i a title which he who hat it not, may ea&'y g 
when it will either gratify his lazinefs or his cowardice, ani i 
though not occafionaliy obtained, feems not fufficienc co fet as 
out of the reach of a juft and neceflfary Uw. 

It istherefoff. Sir, undoubtedly requtfite that the tcrm> ofi 
ception fhould be explicit and definitive, and that only th?f? 
be exempted who have fuch poHefllons or qualifications a 
aiTembly (hall think a juft title to exemption. F^r on ihe i 
coaft, from whence great fupplics may be cxpcJlc.J, a!mofl 
failor has a vote, to which nothing is there required but to I ire : 
ing and boil a pot; after which, if this exception he aJrriittcd .s 
latitude, he may fit at eafe amiJil the ditlrefles of his c? 
ridicule the law which he has eluded, and fet the m^gitlrate a 
defiance. 

The Prime Minister fpokr next : — As I think. Sir, f->Te 
lion may be judand proper, fo I ftippofe every g'-ndeman Mii! 
with me in rejcAing one of fuch extent as (hall lca\e no o:j 
the operation of the law. 

It is in my opinion proper to reftrarn the excToiion to ihol 
holders who are poffcfleJ of fuch an cltate as give-* a v;>:e t'ji tbc 
Tentative of the county, by v. nich thole whole jTi.-icjc zr.:c 
their property will be Ccurcd j aiiJ \i ftcais rciu n^b.'c f;a: 
who have privileges without proj^crry, fiiould purchu.c them '? 
icrvices. 

Counfcllor Broun fpoke n<xt: — Sir, the cxcepri.n rmpr' 
rot <»nly defeat the end of the bill, by lejii":; itlcA* cbjcJ's, b 
cbrtruct the cxecutioa ct i; * ii ; rdpn occalu«n», atwi ini'i,!*-.- ;h 
gi. irate i;i i^ffirijliic* wh;.'l, w.I i»:l(i »:i:i r.iJ^'.* Ki:Ti tn i^- ci 
of bia author if), or, ir l.c p;'rr:tt* in d:uh.Ti'in:: hss i-*u:\ w ih 
ncfs and fpirii, will pr.rna| « oli^j^e hun i. : ciin.c^ tj rr; rn: 
fidcltfy. 

It is the 9rce!la:y crnrc.|»'cnco, Ssr, of a iLan-u/^ prn!..^ r: 
h«*is often al d ;;rrii oi'j;:s:c i'.riii rh.r p'.^c-: « i k:^ !vcJ»^ I'ctlif 
or patnmojial pc.llinion; , ud :■■ • .iv i!:-fr|, re ::1 rt i.' h* o« 
cumflancei wh^; is n:o'^ d . v m.-i \v.:l..,Lii (tinjcr cf dc:t 
Di^MCC i$ a ftcunty \hai v cr 7:. -.v.^vs :r.,'A u (aHh-'CJs by 1 
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inly vanity is gratified, and few men will tell truth in oppofition to 
dicir intereft, when they may lie without apprehenfion of being 

When therefore a magiftrate receives dire«3ions to imprefs all the 
'feainen within his diftri£^, how few will he find who will not dc- 
dsre tbemfelves freeholders in fome diftant county, or freemen of 
fiMne obfcure borough. It is to no purpofe, Sir, that the magiftrace 
iilbelieves what he cannot confute ; and if in one inftance in a hun- 
ind be fhould be miftaken, and, a3ing in confequence of hij error, 
jbrce a freeman into the fervice, what reparation may not be de- 
manded ? 

I therefore propofe it to the confideration of the committee, whe* 
ther any man ought to claim exemption from this law by a title, that 
nay (b readily be procured, or fo fafely ufurped. 

The Attorney-Genbral fpake next : — Sir, the praflice of im- 
preffiog, which has been declaimed againfl with fuch vehement exag- 
gerations* is not only founded on immemorial cuftom, which makes 
it part of the common law, but is likewife eftablifhed by our ftatutes; 
for I remember to have found it in the ftatutes of queen Mary, and 
therefore cannot allow that it ought to be treated as illegal, and 
•nti-conftitutionaU 

Xhat it is not inconfiftent with our conditution may be proved 
from the pradice of ere£ling the royal flandard, upon great emer- 
geficies, to which every man was obliged immediately to repair; this 
prance is as old as our conftitution, and as it may be revived 
at pleafure, may be properly mentioned as equivalent to an imprcfs. 

Mr. ViNER anfwered: — ^This word. Sir, which the learned mem- 
ber has by his wonderful diligence^difcovercd in the (latutes, may per* 
baps be there, but in a fignification far diiFerent from that which it 
bears atprefent. The word was, without doubt, originally French, 
pr/t, and implied what is now exprefled by the term ready; and to 
ioiprefs any man was in thofe days only to make him naay^ or engage 
him to bold bimfelf in nadinefsy which was brought about not by 
eompulfion, purfuit, and violence, but by the allurements of a pe« 
cuniary reward, or the obligation of fome aatient tenure. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

j/u-fcf 3, 1 74.9* I. 

On the t^th rfjry, rr^ ctn :;V''-V:;9 j/" I*/ hili ftr r^-fxr fzinn : 
Jumtd^ andacauji reaJ^ ty tihicb nvry cgM^^ahu^ ^f^«r*r) -\ r 

efftace^ uks us/e fjr,t:i;,ereJ U Isj a fint uftn itimjtr ^ i 

cfftnci^ cr csKn:zayu/. 

Sir John Karvard rrfc up and fp'kc to the f ".!.«. -r: :^ 
Mr. Chaiiman, it is the pccaliar hap^pinefs of the D:::>r<i, i 
law can be made without the confcn: of iheir rcprc:'cn:a:iiei, 
b'^pc no fuch mraru^kCion c^n ever L'! u,:^n them zi r^z\ x- 
ihem to chufe a reprcfen^aiivc capable ot concu:r.nj m ^« 
J.ke thifi. 

The folly, the inlqulry, the fljpiJity cf this clau'c, can 1 
conceived by hearing ic n-pcatcd ; it is too flag::.^: to he c 
a:ed» and toogrofs to admit exagjerations: to obiter a mir. t 
oath a^alnft himfclf, to fa>iecl himfcif bv his own %cicc to r< 
and h.rJll.ips U a: unccc:u:l a:id riJiculous. a wilJ cur.s, ..^i 
tvrarinv -nd foI!v« 

To Call up'-n r.nv rrzn to accuf.- hin^ielf, is cp.!v t^ ca"! l-» 
tocomn::: p:rjj'y, arJ hj- therefor-.- been alAi\sacv; 'jr.i-j .:• 
and wickcJ: in thcjc ct.,::r:!'.3 uli. re it i- pr^ci :eJ, ::;j c : 
IS extorted by the raclc, \v;:i.fi ir. !-.cJ :> ! > rctclTj-v ^•:\ t^.T 
r.or.', the: I i).' ..IJ r t \vui.J;:r i) hr-r i!.c |ron'.-u:> cf :h.i 
Opcr.ly d:c]»'.:.i'.j; f r il.c tXj'ti.J.".. '. f.f ti-r:.::ci. 

Ni.i:r::i;» Is mo:* e- ''.«.:.: t!i.i:i i' 1: t!.i> b::l, hi-.vc.cf -^r ■ 
ar.ce r.f i!ic u.'i jf: •:■. :t . v !* ■ r.;.:. :..:". i !, u.:- Lra.vn jp %i.:r. 
6ei!.r.T, and thit il.c r'/.ufr.. wlk- r. v-r ;inJt'::i cd bv t^^, 
ofTcre! ij-'.x ■ i-rr-ns I.k.- :!-. :> rr. ' ..- "■ ,.:.'v Ir .:xi :cc. ti;. 
nrjlefl, f-T shcy are t?o ■•-.. -i : » i,.- i*.':.v.i;;. j L.-.L.r bv ■.*- 
or deri.:n. 

To exj.'jfs fich ibfiCrJ.-ic- '.« .d 'tcl u»\ , b.it r.t p\ ji.- 
what end is ai^J'wtd h;, j- :-i i:i •■ , ■ : ^s.-.v ]■• tic p.b.a 

rice advanced ry flie*.' :' ,• \)\^x :•!?•. :■ i r- \^y,ij jic (oc 
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neous in part, it is an ufeful and no difagreeable taflc to feparatp 
truth from error, and difentangle from ill confequences fuch mea- 
fures as may be purfued with advantage to the publick ; but mere 
(lupidity can only produce compafliont and afford no opportunities 
for enquiry or diiputc. 

Admiral Wager replied: — Sir, This claufe, however contempt 
tuoufly treated, has been already pafled into a law by a fenate which 
brought no diflionour upon the Briti(b nation, by a fenate which was 
courted and dreaded by the greateft part of the univerfe, and was 
drawn up by a minidry that have given their poderity no reafon to 
treat them with derifion and contumely. 

In the reign of the late great queen, this method of proceeding 
was approved and eftabliflied, and we may judge of the propriety of 
the ipeafures followed in that war by the fuccefs which they pro* 
^ured. 

Thofe therefore by whom this bill was drawn up have com- 
mitted no new abfurdities, nor have propofed any thing which was 
not enabled by the wifeft of our predeceflbrs, in one of the moft iU 
luflrious periods of our hiftory. 

Mr. Gybbon anfwered, — Sir, I am far from thinking a propofi- 
lion fufficiently defended by an afTertion that it was admitted by our 
predecefibrs, for though I have no inclination to vilify their memory, 
I may without fcruple affirm that they had no pretentions to infal- 
libility, and that there aref in many of ourftatutes inftances of fucli 
ignorance, credulity, weaknefs, and error, as cannot be confidered 
without aftoniOiment. 

In queftionsof an abftrufe and complicated nature, it is certain. 
Sir, that experience has taught us what could never have been dif- 
covcred previoufly by the wifdom of our anceftors, and we have 
found by their confequences the impropriety of many practices which 
they, approved, and which we (hould have equally appUuded in the 
fame circumftancea. 

But to what purpofe is obfervation, if we mud (hut our eyes againft 
it, and appeal for ever to the wifdom of our anceflors I — if we muft 
fall into error, merely becaufe they were miftaken, and rufh upon 
focks out of veneration to thpfe who were wre<;k*d againft them ? 

In queftions eadly to be escamjncd, and determinations which com- 
prized no. perplexiag contrarieties of Inttit^^ ot m\A\!\^\^\v^ ^^ <.v^-^ 
fum/idoccsj^ tbev wctq equally l^\rftc Nfivii oux^^Vnc^ V^>^^^^'^^'^^'^'^^ 
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- -' •--•. !r ::r/i, into fcrjrit?, or be furpr'tzed br baBe. T^r te 
..^vk ^c*''r:* j^ w^« mailed bv them, muft be afcribed ■oev 
, , .V . ;>■ ...-v ^;' the U'llionc in which it was brought before ibcB: i 
t 7-* : \vS:ch I'o minv cnqviries of the hi^heft imparlance vera 
h: n-.- c» ::r.d c'cai divcMiry of views to be regarded, that i: UM 
v ' J.? t'?acf(^rc ab urdlties (houVJ efcape without detect ioa. 

In ihc ijurch of the reign of the queen, this bill wasbroogbtsi, 
a; r.nw, ai the hirer end of a feiEon, when the atteotioa of ik 
frnate was fatigicJ ani dillra^e.^, and it was hurried throu<:h kci 
hojfes, and ratihcJ !\v ihe queen, uith very little conCdcratico. 

r.'jc (hen, as :h.> ci:cumllance may be juftly termed an extennatsa 
oi their '';rjr« ic ou^h: to be a lellcn of caution to u$, that we Mj 
i\n\ Vc miUt: h'Ke ivjnner bet raved into the fame weaknefs. 

Mr. H. vRv P. I.HAM next roicup: — Sir, the conduct of ourpr^ 
il. . ( li .^ iti ;:)i :.■•: in iK^r.d in need of anv cxcufe : for it mi^M be 
iMi.' Ill \i(ui.cA:c i: by a:2u:r.entS| but that it is more proper :o a:- 
|i;iuf it bv iniiijci >n. 

Wiii-iii-vir (hi* hi. I was pifled, or how haftjiy foeifcr the law wn 
rr.K!..t, it wj^, I Inluvc, ra:hcr the cfFefl of neceffiiy ihan of z^i* 
\iii4niv . I'l ilic i.unc neceHity which now prefies, and wiii«.-b a 
%, ,^ lit <iii.i!M-t! Sv (i\I ous Jc'baies. 

I h. I w.ii* iluii i;:volvCil in a war, and were not Co diflraifJei ^f 
|.it.iu ihiiii.S .t-> ii'i{ ( :» ijniic i:i the mofl vigorous oppof;:ija s 
ill .t ^ Ik I 1.1. 1 !irv ki.i-vv (hjt the puhisck 'jojd is ot'ten prja^DcnJ 

\s i!ii u ti. ii\ nil (•.ivinl^.r.cics or inJiviJujIs; and when z€l.i 

• I .' ! :. I . ..,!.«.: .itvK- liniMnJcJ thiir attention, when the scct- 
. I ..r r,. ,%»i..\: iu!i. il .iiiii \\\^ happinCiSnf their pofterrtv were the 
I. ' . I 'I iliii iiupiiiii's t'.rv wiicly f»jt:Vred !cfs coiihicraCt^/bi la 
I . . i»i.ii>i' iii,i( ii'. 1 >u\ uii.l uiiU'af'inaMe lol!.ci:uJe 

II »« |tiit!v (lu ^ ii'JinnL'J, S.r, ;:nd what v:^ojr thcr re£ii!..::*si 
. «.. Ill ilii' iiiiiii.iiv opc(jition*<, our v.clories ?.re a fuficiect proc:' 
.Mil II . *;»inni.' l» ilie I'lrcll ,;iiiJc, it canM.«: lu- improper to itr.rre 
iliiik' \%!i.i, lit ilic l-;r. • clKu.-Tiftanccs w::h. ,. 'ir.cliei, found rr.ei-i 
III laiir xt\k' hiin<iiir« aiui impriivc the oiirv.r-c? of (heir count.'t. 

Thil HUi I inrumftance^ are ih.- Uni: w.-.h j;.. Tj of the fcnjTc ^y 

luh lhi« law wai nude, ii obviou. brvor.d J:f'- u:c \ cr »^erc :b;r 

^ I ihtf diii'cicnce ii perhaps to our dtfju\ anu^e. We hav^. Si', 

ante rneaiics o't ^^ le-ft, have tv:/..>\\ \o i\\^\tK^T.d the Umt i 

Aai'c /irdc hope of ihc tam: ii^^vc*- 'V\x^ v^^^^ta ^^ H* v 
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carried on at a greater diftance, and in more places at the fame in- 
fant ; we cannot therefore fupply our Ihips occafionally, but muf( 
piife great numbers in a (hort time. 

If therefore it was then concluded, that the method under our ex- 
pinination was ufeful ; if meafures, not eligible in tbemfelves, may 

~ be authorized by necelEty, why may not we, in compliance with 

~ tbc fame exigencies, have recourfe to the fame expedients ? 

Sir William Yonge then fpoke-.—Sir, how much weight is 

^ added to the determinations of the fenate, by the dignity of their 
procedure, and the decency of their difpuutions, a flight knowledge 

^ of mankind is fufficient to evince. It is well known that govern- 
mcnLis fupported by opinion ; and that he who dedroys the reputa- 
fation, deflroys the authority of the legiflative power. Nor is it left 

' apparent, thac he who degrades debate into fcurrility, and deilroyt 
thefolemniry of con ful tat ion, endeavours to (ink the fenate into con- 
|cisipt« 

It was therefore, Sir, with indignation and furprize that I heard 
the claufe before us cenfured with fuch indecency of language, and 
fbe authors of it treated with contumelies and reproaches that 
mere error does not dcferve, however apparent, but which were now 
teiucd before any error was detci5led. 

I know not. Sir, why the gentlemen who are thus indecently attack- 
^ have fuiFered fuch reproaches without cenlure and without reply. I 
know not why they have omitted to put the honourable gentleman 
io mind of the refpe^ due to this aflTembly, or to the characters of 
chofewbom beoppofes \ gentlemen equally (killed with himfelf in the 
fuljed of our enquiries, and whom his own attainments, however 
larg^y or his abilities, however comprchenfive, cannot give him a 
right to charge with ignorance or folly. 

To reproach men with incapacity is a cheap method of anfwering 
their arguments, but a method which the rules of this houfc ought to 
<;xclude from our debates, as the general civility of the world has 
bani(hed it from every other place of concourfe or convcrfation. 

I9 for my part, Sir» (hall always endeavour to confine my atten- 
tiop to the que(iion before us, without fuffering my reafon to be 
biafTed, or my enquiries diverted by low altercations, or perfonal 
animofities^ nor when any other man deviates into reproachful and 
cpotemptuous language, (hsdl I be induced la thirk taoi^ ^\^^ ^\ 

\^}w luf$r^»mcintx 9r capacity* 



^\^ 
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Sir J:h'. Barnard r-p'icd :— Sir, I have alu-ays hari i: r 
frn'.c-^ a« an inftancc of in:e;nty» when the tongue ani heart 
in cor.cc::, when :hc words are reprefcn tat ions of :fce fer.:.rr 
and hare c'^-icrcfore hi:hcr:o endeavoured to explain irv zr^-n 
wi:h pcrf^icuiry, and ixprcfs my fenrimenrs with force. ' 
thought it hypocrify to treat (lupidity with revcrenrc, or :o h: 
rcnfenfe wirh the ceremony of a confutation. As knaver- lo 
that is not reclaimable, is to be fpcedily difpatched, bLfi.':c:"i .i 
freed from obftrudior, and fociety from a nuifance. 

Nor, Sir, when I am cenfurcd by thofe whom I may ofTir.i! 
life of terms correfpondent with my ideas, wil] I bv a *zm 
ftlent fubmiflion give reafon tofufpecl that I am coafcious cf a 
but will treat the accufation with orcn contempt, and £bci 
greater regard to the abettors, thin to the authors nf abfiirJirr. 

That decency is of great ufe in publick debate?, 1 (hilJ n 
allov. : it may foir.ctimcs (hcl:er follv from ridicule, and vtkrr 
lainy from publick detection ; nor is it ever more careful v furpc 
than when mcafures are promoted that nothing can preferre 
contempt, but the folcmnicy with which they are eiiabl.ftrd. 

Decency is a proper circumftance ; but liberty ic : he err: 
fcnatorial liiiquifuions : liVcrly is the parent of irutH ; i^^: :.•.- 
decency arc fiJineiimcs at variance : all men and all p:r-^- f:.;.; 
to h-: trca^tJ hcr^* :.b thcv dcfL-rvc ; and ihcrc are many wb? hai 

Mr. Win N:\v.r »n t:;L'ii rife :— Sir, th.it i: i> irr-r-^T- ■ ■ • 
r.av.iri', a.» 1 ir.» ■•mu.I.iji w;:h our conjiituliTn, to !-v anv rr.^n j 
An f»'j;i ■ r.Mii i« iixTiTJlc i.smfelr', canr.'^t b: i'cn.«d ; i: ;» :^ri 
Cv:!c;H, t^u! f:)friC aincn;imcat is riev;cirary tM ihc c'aufj hi-; •- 

] l.i.t !fi ;:. > tj.A )!i li'i.vn up an ar7":cn.! r.c.-.t, ^ir, wh.*.:-, 
piov i ^'v I'.c Cfimmitiec, wi;!, i;i my cipir.i.i:', rem..;e -*: :^ 
K '.oiibUi \h -. part r>f ihi- nii!, an.1 by rcconii!::::: •! w:ch ^ „• r: 
ar.d ic'.'-il rs^'i:-., 1 Lo^.c, induce ihofc tj approve it, whn hi\ c hi: 
OpiOS d :: 

I ihcKjiire propi.r- !;iit ihi-'c wor«;< niouU he \V .1 !utrj r; :V 
ihofc which arr- the labif.^ cf thr dcS.i!c, or Soir.e c :?.c; to :.V ' 

Thu$ the r.ecei&tv oi cxam\i\u\i. w.cw n^^^xax q^iK in 
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ere will remain no rufpiclon of injuRice, or opprefEon^ becaufe 
inc can be pra^ifed without the concurrence of many perfons of 
Scrent interefts. 

[This claufe, though agreed to in the committee, was at laft re« 
jefled.] 

Mr. Horace Walpole fpoke next tothiscffedl :— Mr. Chairman, 
; does not yet appear that the gentlemen who have engaged in this 
pbate have fufficjently attended to the exigence of our affairs, and the 
nportance of the queftion. They have laviihed their oratory in de- 
[aiming upon the abfurdity of the methods propofed, and difcovered 
leir fagacity, by (hewing how future navies may be fupplied from 
barity fchools, but have fubfiituted no expedients in the place of thofe 
fhich they fo warmly condemn, nor have condefcended to inform us, 
ow we may now guard our coaits, or man our fleets for immediate 
MTvice, 

• There are fome circumftances, Sir, of the prefent war, which make 
•ur neceffity of raifing fea forces greater than in thofe of William and 
knne that fucceeded him. Thechief advantages that we gained Over the 
^rcDch in their wars were the confequences of our victories by land. 

At fea. Sir, the balance was almoft equal, though the Dutch fleet 
jid ours were united ; nor did they quit the fea becaufe their fleets 
irere deftroyed, but becaufe they were obliged to recruit their land 
brces with their failors. Should they now declare war againft us, 
hey would be under no fuch neceffity of defrauding the fea fervice, 
or they have now on foot an army of 160,000 men, which are main-* 
aioed at no greater expence than 40,000 by the Britifli government ; 
u they are therefore. Sir, fo formidable by land, we have no way of 
^ppofing them but by our fea forces. 

Nor is their navy fo contemptible as fome have either by conjeAure 
yt mifinformation reprefented if. The fleet which they have dif- 
patched to America, conflfts not of fewer than twenty fliips, of which 
the leaft carry iixty guns, and they are fitting out now an equal num^ 
ber in their own ports ; befides, their Eaft India company is obliged to 
furnifli ten (hips of the line, at the demand of the government. 

Thus it appears that we have neighbours fufficiently powerful to 
alarm us with the fenfe of immediate danger ; danger which is made 
iMore imminent by the expeditious methods b^ NvbxcYk \\v^^ \^TlO^Tcc^^x 
their Beets, Mad which wc muft imitate if w^ Vvo^^ W o^^o^^ ^^tcw 
fi'th fuccefit 
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I mc^'i r.r: fiy hov Jitilc we con cepenJ upon zdy prtfi 
Beu::^l ;\, whiLh wiil be bcfl obfrneJ when they caanec be :ec 
vioi^ci ; or tpon the pj^cinc inc!in3:ion of their trioilir, 1 
intcrcft, pcrJ jafion, or cjprice^ may ilicr, and to uh:;h !: .s ^:; 
bt7rcu:ib!c to :ruff for r::f.tv. How can that r.Jtion slni: !r«r, 1 
is cnlv feebrcaufe it is r.9t invaded bv .t> nci^hSo-jr^. jrJ r 
i:s poiTcifions only becaufcoo other has Ir.fjre or incl::ut.rs: 
chcm awz; ? 

If it bca&::d wh^t can provoke :he French to inrcrrjr? 79 
prohrcution of our dc{i::n«9 anJ in ihe puniftment ct tioie v^ 
plundered Lnd irilulted u^, it i^ itot onSy eafy to urg? i:>e r,: 
liancc between the two crowns, thetifs ct' blood* thec.^o:'^; 
iiUcrLJld, and their c%\uiu hatred cf the Britons but anxr.n 
inur.cdiaic rrafi^n may be added. It is lul'^Hcied that unoer p 
of \indicz:in^ our own rights, wc ^rc endca\ourin^ co .*^in 1 
fLSHon of the ^paniih duiiin'<^n^, and cn^r^vs ihj wj'aha o: i 
world ^ and that therefure it is the intcrcll oi e^cry pr>wrr wbf 
jt«3s tniific to thufc countries tooppo:c us. 

I'hus, whc'JuT we fuccccd or fail in our a:tcn?:)ts on An r 
hj\c the French power to apprehend. I: wj n)^».e c.>:-t) i;::t 
may Pi»»b-SIy thir.k imcrcUarv to ub\ late the ljr:c:.i o: . ^: \: 
ar.J to hin.i.r the ir.jrc »:.* ^r, ojr Jjrr.n or?, I'Ji i..vv tr.j\ 

If" • I I •■• fi V r I ■ * ■* ^ »■ ' fT* .••••»« • t t r l'l."\ ■ "■ »■«-•• 

• aWit «.Mll •iJ\^By •••••J li<-a ••••••! k.lbtt «J«V«I l«>k»>dkia^ ta« 

If Ww' OiJulJ b-j Jc:*a:lJ, u: wr.:^':i nj r::^i , ^j-, ca^ d 
p: .iili.iuy^ tlic iiu!i i itKi:) i.: a!I tj i.uail i:\c 1!. ml::-. J, A::i 
c.'lw;i ihv tjW.'.'i ' : v. t!l Kiij.vii j lu r vTin 1: ik cx-^. .:». J :,ut 
ri J T .: V Cm::'. . > uji J :;*■■!. wl 10 !- : an i>r:\ic:...i.; v t : ^::^«. v 

r! •/. :": . ::. '::: r ivj^? l;.:: co^it., ai.J ..^.: L^t w-u: li^.'r, S 
I- ' I.: :;i..v. •» n\ :^ i » sr n».i, -:iJ !■!»'. ^ '-i •.:■. in •■..r «^jfi 
L*( ■ i 1 1 1 a I li i . I *''•'• n « . • : u t . . r c •!! • • 1 'w> > \v 1 1 M « . i • .* . ^ .'. , 1 J • . . 1 r. • 
bjrrlv ru'. 1 '. i', i . .r. ■. ih * afl.i.i''!. !» :jw ■; l:;:-v'!j'i !:i :t. 
cur Hc.t«, r ■"■. .-, 1. . .- ., a: ■. .•.::;■» :i :..! .':* .;;..l f.o ;« :^i.. 

I ■ • • 

fo awe :!'s: ' t*.:., ►; : • ..:^". ;. r ■ ' ^•-.'i:: : wj:*;-. .•:.. 

any j!t-. nij'.' . *. : u , '"•.'. . . «.j.i.;. : Ik: l...^'..j :•» .i.:^ 

o*-.Ci!lu i: , • ■ • 

'I'hr:t 4 ■. :• .^- : .:■:.;. tlv ih: 1 ■'■ i i«l' td-.. 

.an. a: .. * . . .i. : > • t. ^i u 1^. i.i'. .»^ aii 

;fc i .: .;. . . . . . -. . . \^i\\.A*\V* \\\N ^o-w 

• I . \ ■ ■ ' "iS. 
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fupported by the public, whofe fervice is not neccflary ; but furcly 
kne of thofe who declare fo warmly for the honour and privileges of 
^ir country, would expofe it to the infults of foreign powers with* 
^ defence. If therefore they think the danger of land forces more 
■m equivalent to the benefit, they ought unanimoufly to concur in the 
Breafe of our naval ftrength, by which they may be proteded, but 
^Sinot be opprefTed : they ought willingly to give their affiftance to 
^y propofitions for making the fleet formidable, that their declarations 
l^ainft the army may not be thought to proceed from a refolution to 
bftru6) the meafures of the government, rather than from zeal for 
le conftitution. For he that equally oppofes the eftabli(hment of the 
rmy» and the improvement of the navy, declares in effeSt againft the 
rcurity of the nation ; and though, perhaps, without defign, expofes 
is countrymen to the mercy of their enemies. • 

Mr. PuLTENEY fpoke next : — Sir, I cannot difcover for what rca- 
in cbe bill before us is fo vigoroufly fupported, but mud obferve that 
bave feldom known fuch vehement and continued efforts produced by 
lere publick fpirit, and unmingled regard for the happinefs of the 
ation. Nothing, Sir, that can be urged in favour of the meafures 
OW propofed has been omitted. When arguments are confuted^ 
recedents are cited ; when precedents fail, the advocates for the bill 
lave recourfe to terror and necefBty^ aiid endeavour to frighten thofe 
rhom they cannot convince. 

But perhaps. Sir, thefe formidable phantoms may foon be put to 
light, and, like the other illuiions of cowardice, difappear before the 
ight. Perhaps this neceffity will be found only chimerical ; and 
hefe dangers appear only the viftons of credulity, or the bugbears 
>f impofture. 

To. arrive at a clear view of our prefent condition, it will be ne- 
cellary. Sir, not to amufeourfelves with general aflfertions, or over- 
whelm our reafon by terrifying exaggerations : let us confider dif« 
tinSi]y the power and the conduct of our enemies, and enquire whe- 
ther they do not affright us more than, they are able to hurt us. 

That the force of Spain alone, Sir, is much to be dreaded, no man 
will aflert; for that empire, itjs well known, has long been feized 
with all the fymptoms of declining power, and has been fupported, 
not by its own ftrength, but by the interefts of its neighbours. The 
vaft dominions of the Spaniards are only an em^x^ ^ohi \ >^^^ "^"^^ 
hmd^ without iahabitants, and by confequence viviYionxv^^^wvc^ '-^ ^^^ 
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arc rather excrefccnccs than members of the monarchr, and rtcevi 
port rather than communicate. In the diftant branches cfihr.r r 
the government languifhes, as the vital motion in anexpir.r-t 
and the druggies which they now make, may be termed 12:^. 
nies than t-fForts. 

From Spain, therefore, unalEfted, we have nothing 10 apptc 
and yet from thence we have been threatened with iniul:* it 
vafions. 

That the condition of the French is far different, cann'X 
Died i their commerce flourilhes, their dominions arc conneiici, 
wealth incrcafcs, and their government operates with iSA t\ 
their influence is great, and their name formidable. Du: I « 
allow. Sir, that they have yet attained fuch a height cf pc 
Ihould :ilarm us with* conftant apprehenfions, or that wc cugh 
cure ourfelves againll them by the violation of our libertiei. 
to urge that the lofs of freedom, and the dcHruAion of our cc 
tion, are the worft confequences that can be apprehended t'lcm 
queft, and that to a flave the change of his mafler is of no gn 
pnrtance, it is evident, that the power of the French U < 
kin J as can only afTcfl us remotely, and confequenrijllv. Tr 
fill (he continent with alarms, and ravage Cue tcrr ti t.c» c;'Ca^ 
by their numerous armies but can onI\ injure us bv ircans \ 
fie', :s. ^Vc may wait. Sir, without a pannick terrier, ihoj. 
wiiMout r>.T.c JtL^rcc of anxiety, the event of their attcT'rrs u: 
re .:!ib'juri:r^ piincc*, and cannot be reduceJ tj h ^»: • 
alijr^ and our iit>uiV>, but by a fecund arm^di, whu'h, even zr. 
\i:r'.J{ nnLlt T^v^ii:, ;:r.J a thout'and circumllances concur :■' ?a 

V'.'A (l..it !• iiaj'.i il.ct c.'.n be fitted out bv the un.ted er.iraw 
tliv.* \v! oic woi!%i ; th.ic our navy, in its prefent liatr, r« :' 
tJ nny liiat can l)c Isr.Ui^ht ;cainll u^, our mmiliers tu^ht rr 
i.Miora:*.:: arii t:'.^u\»rj to difpirit the nation wiih ap;>fchrr:l 
;r!T.ie» ho\»;;in /. in :\.c x.r^ i!P..l cf conquerors ij l*c w^ticJ 
iv.. r:..i!ur^i :;.t*j ■«, m to dciir vy that h ippincl* wh:t t :otc: 
w.< tr^air.LJ t'l ; r.t.nc ; to I'li'ml u« to tanicnefs and cuA^;d:ct 
to l»'jtr y,' ui ' ;.;./!. .ir.il (o r<. ^-bcrits. 

It »»ur d..;..'rf , "jt, II lach as !u'- I e-n rcprcfcfileJ, t** «hor 
wo iiij'uic r r ^ . • :i ■'•h««rn .>rr cur wcakncfs, our jKncrtr, » 
T';/? ti'js I • bj cl I' c ; ^ U ;«.'A mwW t%a, V>v\\ vV\v\Cc ^ho ha%r » 

> 
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j^Ilicicude for the prefcrvation of their own power hindered them from 

fttcnding ? 

» That the Spaniards, Sir, are now enabled to make rcfiftance, and 
^rbaps to infult and depopulate our colonics ; that the French have 
"dilpatched a fleet into the American fcas to obftrud, as may be con- 
loured, the progrefs of our arms, and that we are in danger of meet« 
~ iog oppofition which we did not expe£l, is too evident to be con- 
— -ccaled. 

But, Sir, is not the fpirit of our enemies the confequence rather 

"•four cowardice than of their own (Ircngth ? Does not the oppcfition 

^lo our defigns, by whatever nation it (hall be made, arife from the 

~ contempt which has been brought upon us by our irrefolution, for« 

^ kcjurance, and delays ? Had we refcnted the iirft infult, and repaired 

tnir earlieft loflcs by vigorous rcprizals, our merchants had long ago 

carried on their traffick with fecurity, our enemies w*ou]d have 

" ^courted us with refpe£t, and our allies fupported us with confidence. 

Our negotiations, treaties, propofals, and conceflions, not only 

afforded them leifure to collect their forces, equip their fleets, and 

lortify their coafts ; but gave them likewife fpirit to refift thofe who 

could not beiconquered but by their own cowardice and folly. By 

pur ill-timed patience, and lingering preparations, we encouraged 

thofe to unite againft us, who would otherwife have only hated us in 

Iccret; and deterred thofe from declaring in our favour, whom in- 

Cereft or gratitude might have inclined to aflift us. For who will 

fupport thofe from whom no mutual fupport can be expefted ? 

And who will expert that thofe will defend their allies, who defcrt 

Cbemfelves ? 

But, Sir, however late our refentment was awakened, had the 
war been profecuted vigoroufly after it was declared, we might 
have been now fecurc from danger, and frc?d from fufpence, nor 
would any thing have remained but to give laws to our enemies. 

From the fucccfs of Vernon with^fo inconfidcrable forces, we 
may conjeiSiure what would have been performed with an armament 
proportioned to his undertaking ; and why he was not better fupplicd, 
no reafon has yet been given; nor can it be eafily dilcovereJ why 
we either did not begin the war before our enemies had concerted 
their meafures, or delay it till we had formed our own. 

Notwithftanding fomc opportunities have beci\ cv€%kSAi^ ^xv4.•i^^. 
thQ advantages of a fuddcif attack have bt^u \u^^V<^'^^M^^^^^ ^^"^"^ 
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wichftanding our friends, Sir, have learned to dcfpireand ner^?^ 
and our enemies are animated to confidence and obitir.acT, m \ 
real and intrinfick (Irength continues the time ; nor arc tvre 
any preparations made againft us by the enemy, with \\cw% beii 
their own fecurity and defence. It does not yet appear, > r, i 
our enemies, however infolcnr, look upon us as the proper i>^ 
of a conqueft, or that they ima:Mnc it poffible to befieje ui •= 
own ports, or to confine us to the dt fence of our own cour:*'v. 
are not tl^.crefore to have rcrourfc to mcafurc«, wrh'>V, ;f ther 
ever to bo admittcJ, cnn hv ivjftinjj by nothing l* it :fi^ lim-.?! 
trcfi, anil can only 1 1 •■ r.vj , j -. ir, as the Ijft a.-^d Jit'rca'j e; 
dient. The enemy, ^.r, r\. Ik in r.j'pcar n'»t onlv in •mr s-i, 
i:i our ports, hcrfurc it y.n hj i.s:c:{\\i\' th'.t o" • jv.n of i;.j r: 
flinu! I t'j i.i-!;'!.i\L' 1 r ■: r'./ ;:.:■.' v :v. i\ or" the u.l. 

To lit'llr n' ziw p::: t: {'■..■: k '!n'n«ir.l!v, whric :i is in ?-r ;^ 
to picfer\c :!::' wh.-'c, i c«; '.. :J .l^:'l:r(^ -nJ ir.c r.:i'?t:^t \\ :• 
equilv an I tL'::-?;i:'.r'- - r* .: ■ » i :: •. ■ r-rrs-.-.-.t . a: 1 \*:;: ;. ih 
Iff than dw-rini.iirn : W.:^: .--c Jicr i;..!.j :.i:v h i* [:•::: :.t: : :» 
who has been alrc.i.iy i\privtJ nt" hi- l:bcr[-.-, j- .? :-rj:r 
the Icve! \vi:h ll.icvrs ar.:' nur it-.-cr.- ? \\ ill) wh.r t'.'r.if. ^i^. «> 

ciri'A- bis f'A'»rJ u^ny. ][ Jtrf, v !m h.: ■ r..-!* • •> l : . * 

wl'.v fli -iJJ i c rc^tl f*'" :. .'..! Wiiicl: w:i! iv. .'-. ■ . . . : .-. t 
nilciv, :.:■.! w.!; M'l cv Iv ■ -.; ■ : -\ ■ -ti I:- i 
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lut what intereft can be gratified by a man who is not mafter of his 
|vn adion8> nor fecure in the enjoyment of his acquifitions f Why 
Qould' he be follicitous to increafe his property, wh.o may be torn 
tom the poiTeffion of it in a moment ? Or upon what motive can he 
t& who will not become more happy by doing his duty ? 
^ Many of thofc to whom this bill is propofed to extend, have raifed 
wtunes at theexpence of their eafe, and at the hazard of their lives ; 
lod now fit at reft» enjoying the memory of theit paft hardfbips, and 
inciting others to the profecution of the fame adventures : how will 
it be more reafonable to drag thefe men from their houfes, than to 
leize any other gentleman upon his own eftate ? And how negligently 
will our navigation and our commerce be promoted, when it is dif- 
rovered that either wealth cannot be gained by them i or, if fo gain- 
Dd^ cannot be enjoyed. 

But it is ftill urged) Sir, that there is a neceiEty of manning the 
l^t ; a neceffity which indeed cannot totally be denied, though a 
(hort delay would produce no frightful confequences, would expofe 
us to no invafions, nor difable us from profecuting the war. Yet, as 
the neceiSty at lead deferves the regard of the legiflature, let us con- 
Cder what motives have hitherto gained men overtotjiepublick fer* 
vice I let us examine how our land forces are raifed, and how our 
merchants equip their (hips. How is all this e(Fe(3ed without mur-* 
murs, mutinies, or difcontent, but by the natural and cafy method 
of offering rewards ? 

It may beobjeded, Sir, that rewards have been already propofed 
without efie£l ^ but, not to mention the corrupt arts which have 
been made ufe of to elude that promife, by rejefling thofe that camo 
to claim them, we can infer from their inefficacy only, that they 
were too fmall ; that they were not fufficient to dazzle the attention, 
and withdraw] it from the profped of the didant advantages which 
may ariie from the fervice of the merchants. Let the reward there- 
fore be doubled, and if it be not then fufScient, doubled anew. There 
is nothing but may be bought, if an adequate price is offered ; and 
,we are therefore to raife the reward till it fhall be adjudged by the 
fiiilors equivalent to the inconveniencies of the fervice. 

Let no man urge that this is profufion ; that it is a breach of our 
truil, and a prodigality of the publicic money. Sir, the money thus 
paid is the price of liberty j it is difburfed to hinder favct^ (^c^tcv^^cw- 
croichin^, to prefcrve our natural righls frorcv \t\^\^OCv^w^ ^xv^ '^^ 
zwdituthn of our country from vioUuoiv. 1^ ^^ n^\r v^^m ^'^ 



Kor ii it clfic-I:, £':, :r prccacc i: a of the cmtn 

tovfc- ;.- T ■. r.i-d a Ictitr, br vhidi tnc cniror ind 
I't ' - ^wcred to f*iz£ ^« the £L.!ors v^ihiii tlK boesK 
j . ...xt.&D, vih.cD orcsr wu cxccutri W]thc<it mot oota 
prcAcrP^or »pprchecnoDf cf cbc ippra^ch of fixrrnr. 

I'ra: Uji^Uw, bir, «-iI! be L*«a%s executed with the ftri3 
t.ility, and withojt (he Icait regard to anr prirsr porpot 
jn:ud be deoMUiiira'.iicly proved ; every Law out po&b!v 
bj a combination of proEigites i bu: it ir.uft, 1 think, hep 
it ift drawn up with ill (he cauticn that reaibn^or juft^ce* c 
luprion of the prcur.: s^e requirej. 1 know not wku CJ 
Ifivcd belter than an aiTociatun of men ur.Iikc!y to cooc 
Views and interefls : a jullue of the peace, a lieuscnaot of ] 
a commiiEoner of the navv, three roen probiblr ucicnDv 
c:hcr, and of which no c.:c will be at a! I ijiiic:iou9 to dc£j 
to unite to commit a crime to which no lemptatioQ can 
imagined. 

7'hii csuilon, Sir^ which cannot bat be a?proreJ, a 
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'cr any diminution by a comparifon with thofe who vilify and tra- 
e them* 

Thofe, Sir, that treat othert with fuch licentious contempt, ought 
rely to give fome illuflrious proof of their own abilities ; and yet 
Sf we examine what has been produced on this quefliou, we (hail 
^md noreafon to admire their fagacity or their knowledge. 

We have been told. Sir, that the fleet might properly be manned 
by a detachment from the army, but it has not been proved that we 
bave any fuperfluous forces in the kingdom, nor, indeed, will our 
army be found fufficiently numerous, if by negleding to equip our 
Mtetj we give our enemies an opportunity of entering our country. 

If it be enquired what neccfSty [there is for our prcfent forces ? What 
expeditions are dcfigncd ? Or what dangers are feared ? I (hall not 
chink it my duty to return any anfwer. It is, Sir, the great unhap- 
pinefs of our conftitution, that our determinations cannot be kept 
iecret, and that our enemies may always form conjectures of our 
deligns, by knowing our preparations ; but furely more is not to be 
publiflied than neceflity extorts, and the government has a right to 
conceal what it would injure the nation to difcover. 

Nor can I, Sir, approve the method of levying failors by the in- 
citement of an exorbitant reward, a reward to be augmented at the 
pleafure of thofe who are to receive it. For what can be the con- 
fcquence of fuch prodigality, but that thofe to whom the largeft fum 
b offered, will yet refufe their fervice in expedation of a greater. 
The reward already propofed is, in my opinion, the utmoft ftretch 
of liberality; and all beyond may be cenfured as profufion* 

It is not to be imagined, Sir, that all ihefe objedions were not 
made, and anfwered, in the reign of the late queen, when a bill of 
the fame nature was propofed ; they were anfwered at lead by the 
oeceiEty of thofe times, which uecefEty has now returned upon us. 

We do not find that it produced any confequcnces fo formidable 
and defiru£tive, that they (hould for ever difcouragc us from attempt- 
ing to raifc forces by the fame means ; it was then readily enafled, 
and executed without oppofition, and without complaints -, nor do I 
believe that any meafurcs can be propofed of equal efficacy, and Icfs 
feverity. 

Mr. Sandys replied in fubftance as follows :— Sir, whether the 
precedents produced in defence of this b*\\\, v^AV Ws^ xvvw^ >«^v;^x 
th^ the drgumenu, muft be (hewn bv i^ cw^VoX ^^^tccssn*'^^^^^ 
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V 'ch wl'i pcrhsps t..'cDvcr thai the order fent to the ni2r:Srrs 
II:ii''^oj cor.-.c»cu r. • r.cw powrr, nor fuch as is inanj rc.'pc^ par 
tc- thii wl ich :h!s li.! it inrencto lo confer. 

Thry V. c:c or.')' C':;:!n:J to enquire with more than u'^ i\ 
rcT*, after flrol'ci? ariJ vagabonds, fjch as ihe law has a!ira-j 
jcctci lo i jr^flimcr.T, znd ic^d il*e.Ti to the fleet* irftc«i cf 
ether plice li" corrcillon; a method which may now be r-r 
v::hoLJt lian.-cr, Ofp-^fitiuni or comp'aint. 

Kj: for n y p^r:, I am no: able, upon the cLfcfl ar::r. :■."': :: 
prtknt fct;;c of •.5"^;:*, t3 f.ni out the neceffitr of ewir- 
ir.eihodi of anvkind. The fears of an invaiion from France, 
in rr.y opinion, ?ir, merely cLimtrica! ; from their S:et ir. ,^.rs. 
ths coif!. ct D;*:-:n have n(5:hing to fcir, and after ibe l.t.: 
le'.ics cf frir:tn by which it was fitted cut, it is not ve: j.-ij 
ih-t i;:cy can fpccJily f:.;iJ cj: ir.o:htr. We know, S:-, tr..: 
r'Jii bir cf fesmc.T cipcrds Lpon ihc extent cf ccr. rr :'Zi^ 
f-rt!y ihtre h as \c: no f':».h l f^'rcpcrtlon bt.:wccn the r :-iie 

cj;:, -3 iV.-t :hcy C*.-«-!d b.- zble to fjrniJh cut a r.-*.-! • cu: 

t I > • • ^ f 

i:i A::\::\zzci: U ::.-. -re zt \-:l tq'Jzl lo their?, fo that i: i' 
v^-'v pr-.b^: Ic, tV ; .:"■.: :!..■ t'"-! «\.lri:J"*.!. u « f c-.r £cc: b^ v 
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HKoper to rtRcSt upon the confequences of a houfe divided againft it« 
j^f, that we may endeavour to avoid them. 

Unanimity is produced by nothing more powerful than by impend- 
3ag danger, and therefore it may be ufeful to fhew thofe who feem at 
prefent in profound fecurity that the power of France is more formU 
dable than they are willing to allow. 

My age. Sir, enables me to remember many tfanfadions of the 
wars in the late reigns, to which many gentlemen are ftrangert^ 
or of which they have onlf 4mperfed ideas from hiftory and tra- 
dition. ^ 

In the fecond year of the reign of William, the French gained 

m vidory over the united fleets of the maritime powers, which gave 

' them for the fummer following the dominion of the channel, en8«> 

bled them to (hut up our merchants in their ports, and produced % 

total fufjpenfion of our commerce. 

Thofe, Sir, to whom the importance of trade is fo well known, 
will eailly apprehend the weight of this calamity, and will, I hope, 
r«je£l nomeafures that have a manifeft tendency to prevent it. 

Our (hips. Sir, do not lie ufelefs becaufe there is any want of 
feamen in the nation, but becaufe any fcrvice is preferred to that of 
the publick. 

There are now, to my knowledge, in one town on the weftcoaft, no 
fewer than twelve hundred failors, of which furely a third part may be 
juftly claimed by the publick intereft; nor do I know why they who 
obftinately refufe to ferve their country, (hould be treated with fo 
much tendernefs. It is more reafonable that they fliould fuffer by 
their refufal, than that the general happinefs Ihould be endangered. 

Mr. Southwell fpoke next, to the following purpofe: — Sir, 
when any authority ftall be lodged in my hands to be exercifed for 
the publick benefit, I (hall always endeavour to exert it with.honefty 
and diligence; but will never be made the iaftrument of oppreffion, 
nor execute any commiffion of tyranny or injuftice. 

As therefore the power of fearching is to be placed in the hands 
of juftices of the peace, I think it neceffary to declare that I will 
never perform fo hateful a part of the office, and that if this bill be- 
comes a law, I will retire firpm the place to which my authority 
s limited, rather than contribute to the'miferies of my fellow-fub- 
jvaa. 

Wr. Littleton /poke as follows;— S\t^ a\\ \\tf; ^x^>OTi«^^^'^^*^ 
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bave been oRered in fupport of this bill, are redaced at laft s i 
conftant aflcrtion of the necelEty of pafling ic 

We have been told. Sir, with great acuteneis, that a wuem 
be carried on without men, and that (hips are ufe!c& wiihou: ui 
and from thence it is inferred that the bill is neccflarr. 

That forces are by fome means neceflary to be raifed, the wir 
opponents of the bill will not deny, but they cannot therci^jfc a 
the inference, that the methods now propofcd are necelToXT. 

They are of opinion. Sir, that cruria^d oppreiEve aciura 
ne\'er be junincJ, till all others have been tfld without elLc^ \ 
think that the law, when it was formerly ptfled, » as unjud, aa 
convinced by obtcrving that it never was revived, aiui that d 
by c::perience ciifcovci'wd to be uftlcfs. 

Necei&ty, abfolute ncceflity, is a formidable found, aad 
terrify the weak and timorous into file nee and compliarce; k 
will be found upon reflcdiion, to he often nothing but an tc'xi 
to amufc and to delude us, and that what is rr pre Tented as nco 
to the publick, is only fomcthing convenient to men in power. 

Nccciiicy, Sir, has heretofore been produced as a plea toi 
which could be no otherwife defended. In the d^y^ ul' Cha:b 
Fir??, H; p- money was dicl.irod to be le^a!, bcciijic it wjj ne\.c 
Such was (he leafeiunL: oi th^ !uw\er5, and the o\:i:rm.nj::ca c 
juices; bdc th/ fcnacL-, a sirute or* p.:tr:j:s ' wi:ho,-: ui' 
witnuut corru|uion, a:iJ irir:i.cnccJ ui*ly bv a ihiccrc rc^^rJ *.: 
public, Wk-rcoi a i!ifrv:iwnt t'iuiii'jn, and neither .^J.'n.iicJ ir.c u 
nefi n^'^r neccluty. 

ll will become us on thii orcafion to ail UMh cqu^! vi^ ;:-, 
C;Mi»inceour counti\nK-n, that wi* p:cc.'t.J tj^tn t/.e Um:c pr.rc 
ar.u that the lihcrir.^ i.f the pecjpie ^rc cur thi:: v.arc. 

1 bo^:u. (haJI unite in deicacin^ jny .*!tei:^;v* ;h-t :niv :rr-j 
iight> u!. JiL-icry Ivfiron b»ail$ as his b.filvr; '-.:, a.. J i.*_ .: , 
whiwii \i;.: b^- equally .:;:aJwd and dtuli.d \\;:h itic :. •j..:!;. 

S:r Wirnwi V sge f;)..!wJ' i.rxt, to t'.i^ ti.\^ ;— ^ , li" 

ri'i .r.« ; ..;..L.'4.!..r c!^-..!«.. «f t^ i bill have l-ccn tl>*Jt' r^ *.^ ^'-' 
■ ■ • 

1. > . \ '< t ! * .. rvi \ :!..it 4 I ..! :>>r \\\\f ,^ tw : i \ ^ ^i ..«. •* .r. i^'e 

/I'i 't'm'f >•• • • .». ■.,. --!».* 

t ■ ■ 
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Ihcir obfcrvations, and laboured as in anaffitirunivcrfally admitted to 
be of high importance to the general profpcrity. 

But now. Sir, when fomc of thediflSculticsarcfurmounted, fomc 
expedients luckily ftruck out, fome objections removed, and the great 
fcfign brought nearer to execution, we are on a fudden informed, 
that all our labour is fuperfluous, that we are amufing ourfelvcs with 
ofelefs confultations, providing againft calamities that can never hap- 
pen, and raifing bulwarks without an enemy ; that therefore the 
queftion before us is of iWimportance, and the bill ought without 
fiu'ther examination to be totally rcjefied. 

I fuppofe. Sir, I fliall be readily believed, when I declare that I 
fhall willingly admit any arguments that may evince our fafety ; but 
in proportion as real freedom from danger is to be defired, a fupine 
mnd indolent negled of it is to be dreaded and avoided ; and I cannot 
but fear that our enemies are more formidable, and more malicious, 
than the gentlemen that oppofe this bill have reprefented them. 
. This bill can only be oppofed upon the fuppofition that it gives a 
fandion to feverities mor^rigorous than our prefent circumftances re- 
quire ; for nothing can be more fallacious or invidious than a compa- 
rifon of this law with the demand of (hip-money, a demand contrary 
to all law, and enforced by the manifeft exertion of arbitrary power. 

How has the conduft of his prefent majetty any refemblance vnth 
that of Charles the Firft ? Is any money levied by order of the coun- 
cil i Are the determinations of the judges fet in oppofition to the 
decrees of the fenate ? Is any man injured in his property by an un- 
limited extenfion of the prerogative ? or any tribunal eftablifhed fa- 
|)erior to the laws of the nation ? 

To draw parallels. Sir, where there is no refemblance, and to ac- 
cufe by infinuations where there is no fliadow of a crime, to raife 
outcries when no injury is attempted, and to deny a real neceffity be- 
caufe it was once pretended for a bad purpofe, is furely not to advance 
the publick fervice, which can only be promoted by juft reafonings 
and calm reflexions, not by fophiftry and fatire, by infinuations with- 
out ground, and by inftancesbefide the purpofe. 

Mr. Littleton anfwered : — Sir, true zeal for the fervice of the 
publick is never difcovered bycollufive fubterfuges and malicious rc- 
prefcntntions : a mind attentive to the common g^ood^ would Vv-^.^^V^ <a?cw 
an occafion 7iJke tbisy have beci) at \cifute to p^xN^xt. vcw\ax\s^^^^'^'^* 
trMtiOPj sad eAfra<3 difaffcdlion from a caCuiX itmwV* 
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Ir »» iriictif not iaap'£!;'<c. Sir, ifci: I m-^Vt ex^'ci cW- 
fcurciv, and it rr.iy be the c:\ic nrctlTiry iri ^c* .*i:c i a: I ^;j 
Bodirrefpecli'ul rcScJiion en the cjoducioi his ir.&;r^, bs: c-: 
ferve it ir.c f.-r.e i^mc ih«t o:- cure or ir.iccur^tc c«prca>r! o«:* 
wa?s to be i:s:cr;.rr:ed in thj :r.o:^ 2nt>£r&:lbe nvannr, .dJ iHm 
tCKi f2::aci>u$ in circo\c:ir.^ccc:ca!£d infintiasians, u oo gr.j: 
of f'jptrior integrity. 

AViiJom, iir, is f.IJooi c:rt -vj*, 2rJ h.^ncAr fcIJ wti w. -^ 
a mati c 2 pa '•■•!;: lT compfthti'.iiin^ the wholf cxico: *•: j 4-;::*-- 

abjve tne j:^it::c o: Jr.tlc arts, or tht m.4ionk ol p.-: r Tt*A: ce 
DCK e«uiv ifT^i:!! e tKcni :r.ci jciit toA«i«»inir. 

That ill the r, .tfl;un tf (h!;-fr.oiey :.jrc jiiliy wa* pr. Trof r.*, c 
be LenicJ ; ai.«i ir.e:\.ijrc ^il ch£C 1 4iIi.;icJ| whiCh tv^ic-raiy t^ 
da: ion baJ b.cn cnrc te;ri:led wi:hou: rei^ibzit Ly trc lc;& 
fi*i: r. d of ne-: t il; : .■ , i* c v . Jen t a. ! J u nc i-;nicitc J . 

Whcrt a fr:: d 1.2% once uc^-n prac'iicJ, i: .» if u;"c u rerrer.! 
tliJt wc nfijv 1:0: tw:cc be ii.-ce.vf J i,y ihc S-R.r art.:\.*, aru 
lc;:e I mcntioiiLJ :*».j I'ica cf iiciefuiv, ciiat it rii"; be cnt^ukrc* 
ihcr il i» VAAv m:>rc tr.ie thin bcr'cif. 

T. j! :!.e ;".n.iic, : ir, axiJ not the ]::•.■ '^S l- n^w s;--! ,. J ic. 
fr<</i c: ir.c v^..j.iy o' ::.c i-,-::.. *:; m ....*: * •*: b;;.. ; • .- 
lor ;;• :^j «!-w cf {! i;» niiTcy, xr.. ct:i;-'.i l: " ■• i,:: i"c ."-: 

b-.cn lur:. rt 1 ':■■. f.,.i;ir:i: r^j-; r^r.iiTit^, »: ::.;■ :•::.. -i.i . ; . 
icr.i:'*, .:: Ji.pi u I ..r infiuCiKii ^' i.:.:ii by |'r».:,'t*.j w. -••!. 

*••■•' ..:i ■ i'» :y Iulu:e Liiai-* ir.ii;*:;. :'. ..* cr».'.JLw^, ». i 

it,"r»;#f-- .1 •. ■'• .',. "if"-- ■! "..»",••. .» . _• 
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Nor do I only difFer, Sir, in opinion with the honourable gentle* 

•<ian with relation to his comparifon of mcafurcs, which hare nothing 

lb common with each other ; but will venture to declare, that he ii 

bot more accurate in his citations from hiftory. The king did not 

''fpply to the judges, becaufe the fenate would not have grartted hint 

[lille money that he demanded, but becaufe his chief ambition was to 

^vern the nation by the prerc^ative alone, and to free himfelf and 

his defcendaiits from fenatorial enquiries. 

That this account. Sir, is juft, 1 am confident the hiftories of 
lliofe times will difcover ; and therefore any invidious comparifon be- 
tween th^t fenate and any other, is without foundation in reafon or 
ih truth. 

Mr. Bathurst fpoke as follows: — Sir, that this law will eafily 
admit, in the execution of it, fuch abufes as will over*balance the 
S^hefits, may readily be proved ; and it will not be confident witk 
tfijit fegard to the publick cxpedted frofti us by thofe whom we repre- 
lent, to enaS a law which may probably become an inflrument of op* 
prelfion. 

The fervant by whom I am now attended, may be termed, accord- 
ing to the determination of the vindicators of this bill, a feafaring 
man, having been once in the Weft- Indies, and he may therefore be 
forced from my fervice and dragged into a fl)ip by the authority of a 
juftice of the peace, perhaps of fome abandoned proflitute, di^^nified 
with a commiffion only to influence elections, and awe thofe whom 
txcifes and riot ads cannot fubdue. 

I think it, Sir, not improper to declare, that I would by force op- 
pofe the execution of a law like this ; that I would bar my doors and 
defend them ; that I would call my neighbours to my afiiltance j and 
treat thofe who Qiould attempt to enter without my c-jnfcnt, as 
thieves, rufSans, and murderers. 

Lord Gage fpoke to this eflc£l : — Sir, it is well known that by 
the laws of this nation poverty is in fome degree confidered as a 
crime, and that the debtor has only this advantage over the felon, ihac 
he cannot be purfued into his dwelling, nor be forced from the (bel- 
ter of his own houfe. 

I think it is univerlally agreed, that the condition of a man in debt is 
already fufficiently mifcrable, and that it would be more worthy of the 
legiflativc power to contrive alleviations of h\s V\2LTAft\\>^^\>c\^.'^'iA^\\.\a>^x> 
tg thcmi suid it (^eais cherefurc i\o iaconfvi^ti^i'x <^\i\^2C\%^ v^ "^^^ 
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I ill, that bv c:.r..'cr:ia^ the power of cntcrin? houfesnr ferce, i: sb? 
gi-. z iT.2 h2:p:.:j of the law an cpportunicy of entering, ia the tuabt 
of an irrprt:' ., a.-^.J of dra^^i \:' a debtor to a noifwroie prll^n, uj 
frctcnce cf rorcing fjilirs intD the f;rvice of the crown. 

Mr. Trace V then f^iJ : — Sir, that Tome Ijw for the endi pr 
f.I by the b\.\ hi fore us is neceflary, I don't fee how wc c^n 
after the declarations ot' the admiral;, who are fuMy ac^uiirici 
the fcrvice f:r whi:h prf/.ifrjn ii to be made, and of the rr.;n2Sn^ 
whofe know'.edi;c of t'lw prefcnt ftate of our own ftrcnj;th, aci Cl 
Cfh^::! of our er.cnii^?, is •io'jbiUfs more exact t!un ihcy can acq^rt 
whjare no: cn^^i^oJ in f iblicl: cniploymrnts. 

If tl:ertr.">rc ti.crriCJii.jrL^s nowpropofc ! jrc riLXL{rirv,!h''u::h r^evBSW 
rot ':..: .i:T r'jalilj lo I'vj p;;;rcnt difpofr.Lsns of the p-*i»p-'-, lor m^k 
pre:* r-.a'i ji thev .a^ ;:itc;i'ij«!, I fii.tii thii.k i: mv du:v to C2i 
in ttiri, ti.a: th-: j*:* 1^1. ck foi vice liiay rot bj :::aritd, njr iJte 
ty < i a ul.o'.c r.-:i.,n hz^:.: icJ, 1/ a rurupa!o-i5 a::cniion :o 
oijcclif.r.-. 

.Mr. ^'^'-iTPM. fpokc as follows: — Sir, I hive of:'n a-riJi bt 
ej'..,i'..'. o:» lii:t.llj I.b.rtv, ar.d my Jccl:ira:i. r.s cf the cx:ci.er.ctrf 
njr cuniii.t. n, ivx impa.'iialiiy of our L:OLrnn.cr:, ar.dthecS- 
c.i y f f I. .r !.iA" , hi:u rfprdaTijcJ i-y i-.t.^ :; v. Lh ir.rp:;,':.? 
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itfuu illegal meafures which have been once tried without fuccefsy 
Ibould, for a double rcafon, never be revived. , 
, Sir JoH^r Barnard fpoke to this efk£t : — Sir, it is not without 
fti^ret that I rife fo often on this occafion : for to difpute with thofe 
vbofe determinations are not influenced by rcafon, is a ridiculous talk, 
S tirefome labour* without profped of reward. 
:^ But as an honourable gentleman has lately remarked, that by ie* 
Sjing the neceAty of the bill, inftead of making objedions to par- 
ticular claufes, the whole defign of finding expedients to fupply the 
lea fervice is at once defeated ; I think it necefTary to remind him* 
tiiat I have made many objedions to this bill, and fupported them b/ 
icafons which have not yet been anfwered. But I (ball now no lon- 
ger confine my remarks to (ingle errors, but obfcrve that there is one 
ftencral defed, by which the whole bill is made abfuid and ufele(s. 

for the foundation of a law like this. Sir, the 4ercn|>tion of a 
ieatnan ought to be accurately laid down, it ought to be declared 
what ads (ball fubjecl him to that denomination, and by what meansj 
after having once inliiled himfelf in this unhappy clafs of men, he 
may withdraw into a more fecure and happy fiate of life. 

Is a man, who has once only loft (ight of the (hore, to b: for ever 
hunted as a feaman ? Is a man, who by traffic has enriched a family, 
to be forced from his po(reffions by the authority of an imprefs ? Is a 
man, who has purchafed an efiate, and ^built a feat, to folicit the 
admiralty for a prote£lion from the neighbouring conftaUe ? Such 
queftions as thefe, Sir, may be a(keJ, which the bill before us will 
enable no man to anfwer. 

If a bill for this purpofe be truly necefTary, let it at leaft be freed 
from fuch ofFenfive abfurdities, let it be drawn up in a form as dif- 
ferent as is pofHble from that of the bill before us, and at laftl am 
far from imagining that a law will be contrived not injurious to in- 
dividuals, nor detrimental to the publick ; not contrary to the firlt 
principles of our e(labli(hment, and not loaded with folly and abfur- 
diti2S. 

Mr. Vyner then fpoke;— Sir, a definition of a feaman is fa ne- 
c.*(rary in a bill for this purpofe, that the oil|Mbn of it will defeat all 
the methods that can be fuggeflcd. Hoar (hall a bw be executed, 
or a penalty inBi£led, when the magiilrate has nj certain marks 
whereby he may diftinguifh a criminal ? and when even the maa 
that is profecnred may not be confciou^ ot ^\i\\x^ ^\ Y^^^ ^<»^^ 
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the law extcnicJ to him, which he is chared with luting vi- 

fended. 

If, in defining a Teaman on the prefent occaiion, it be thought pi^ 

ptr to have any regard to the example of our predeccflors, whoTe wt 

iom has in this debate been fo much magnified i it may be obfcnd 

that a feaman has been formerly defined, c man u*l^ haanti tirjm^ 

a definition which feems to imply habit, and continuance, aaj m 

to comprehend a man who has perhaps never gone more than a fifiji 

Toyagc. 

But though this definition. Sir, fhouTd be added to the aiie4* 

mcnts already propofcd, a::d the bill thereby be brought 

nearer to the conflitutional principles oF our government • I c 

yei think it fo much rcilif.cJ, as that the harJQifps will not 

\%'ciL*hthe benefits, and therefore (hall continue to oppofe the k4 

though to feme p.:r:icular claufLS I have no obje^ion. 



The term fca^irirg man was left out, and the fevcral amenJ 
were admic'.c I in the committee, but the claufcs !hc3lfei1C^ 
the nur:*Lji of eleven, were given up on the reports 



11 O LJ S i: OF COM M O X s, 



'.'.re': I", I ;4C-| 



7' • ■ '■ '-f' ^...i :! ' '■ :,} i- to a i:0:fr.'.ttrfs t. .rv^i/» ;'.;.J •> 

/; .... ..' ::...;; /.• . .../, ** 11.. uu: nsr^'\r.::^ gr i-il-.'. ..■••/* 

» .^■ '• / ' ., . ." . ".v ....'■; 4.: ir'n- ::...•/; ;'*".;';■:» -r 

■ ' r- • A' ' * 
J .■■ .1 .•!• !• , ■>,•«•■• .J >.■/«•••. a ^ mm .mf r . t 

I 

'■ ■■#■ ^IVilP"*!*' >#• ••■ ^^ 

■ • ■ ■ ■ 

* ' 1.... ,..ru. ..^.... •.^•.■••. M '•« ...T *,<• i 



/ . 



I ' :■ .1 .1. /.. .'. f V, :'. . .i . ! a: : ti-r:. :-.;»:!..! -:!di r», thit as K? c,* 



... » 



\^^ 



A. 1740-1.} s c A . M fi K« a89 

How much the publick calamities of war are improved by the 
failors to their own private advantage, how generally they (hun the 
publick fervice, ia hopes of receiving exorbitant wages from the 
merchants, and how much they extort from the merchants, by 
threatening to leave their fervice for that of the crown, is univerfally 
known to every officer of the navy, and every commander of a 
trading vefTel. 

A law therefore. Sir, to reftrain them in time of war from fuch 
exorbitant demands, to deprive them of thofe profpedts which have 
often no other efFe^fl than to lull them in idlenefs, while they (kulk 
about in expectation of higher wages, and to hinder them from de« 
ceiving themfelves, embarraffing the merchants, and neglecting the 
general intereft of their country, is undoubtedly juft. It is juft. Sir* 
becaufe in regard to the publick it is neceflary to prevent the greateft 
calamity that can fall upon a people, to preferve us from receiving 
laws from the mod implacable of our enemies ; and it is juft, becaufe 
with refpeCt to particular men it has no tendency but to fupprefi 
idleaefs, fraud, and extortion. 

Mr. Henry Fox fpoke next :— >Sir, 1 have no objedion to any 
part of this claufe, except the day propofed for the commencement; 
to make a law againft any pernicious praSice, to which there are 
ftrong temptations, and to give rhofe whofe intereft may incite them 
to it, time to cScSt their fchemes, before the law fhall begin to ope- 
rate, feems not very confident with wifdom or vigilance. 

It is not denied. Sir, that the merchants are betrayed by that re- 
gard to private intereft which prevails too frequently over nobler 
?iewt, to bribe away from the fervice of the crown, by large rewards, 
thofe failors whofe affiftance is now fo neceflary to the publick, and 
therefore it is not to be imagined that they will not employ their ut« 
moft diligence to improve the interval which the bill allows in making 
contracts Jot the enfuing year, and that the failors will not eagerly 
engage themfelves before this law fhall preclude their profpedls of ad- 
vantage. 

As therefore to make no law, and to make a law that will not be 
obferved, is in confequence the fame, and the time allowed by the 
claufe, as it now (tands, may make the whole provillon inefFe^ual, 
it is my opinion, that either it ought tol>eginto Operate to-morrow, 
or that we ought to leave the whole affair in its (cefeai (bx<^. 

Vol. L U ^^^^ 
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Then Sir Robert Walpole fpokc as follows :^-Si% n^ 

■ 

has a greater appearance of injuftice, Chan to puniih men bv 
of laws with which they were not acquainted ; the law thercfort 
ways fuppofeJ to be known by thofe who have ofFcnded it, bcc 
is the duty of every man to know it ; and certain!y it ouf^hc to 
care of the legrflaiure, that thofc whom a law will affeii, mv 
a poflibility cf knowing it, and that thofc may not be puniib 
failing in their duty, whom nothing but inevitable ignorance t 
traved into offence. 

But if the operation of this law (hould commence to-r» 
what numbers may break it, and fuffer by the breach of it inre 
rily, and without dcfign \ and how (hall we vindicate ourtelii 
having been acceflary to the crime which we cenfure and pna 

Mr. Fox replied : — Sir, i (ball not urge in defence of mr i 
what is generally known and has been frequently inculcated io 
bateb upon this bill, that private confiJcrations ought alwavf 
way to the neceflitics of the publick ; for I think it fufficient 
fcnc, that there is a diOindlion to be made between pumthnief 
rellf ants, and that we never can be too early in the p:cv;?nt.o:i 
nicious practices, though we may fumetimes delay topuni(b :l 

The law will be known to-morrow to^ far the grc^tcil nuc 
thcfc who may be tempted to deJ'cat it, and if there l»c o:hc 
brr:ik it i{j;horantly, how will they find themfclves ini j:eJ hr 
cnly c-Mii^c J to p3y Icf^ than they promifcd, which is a.\ that I 
projjofe without lon.rer warning-* 1 he debate upon tri;> par 
will be iit length reduced to a queftion, whether a Lw (kjt :h. 
pofe is jufl and expedici;: ? If a law be necclLry, it ii nccrlTi 
it Riouid be execu:eJ, aUJ it can be executed only by comn 
10 morrow. 

Lord Palti.more rpoli.e thus :— Sir, it appears to me of ac 
im;»ci!.inci- h<:w foon t::c (»r.cra;!«^n o: tho law commencr*, oi 
I(i:g it is diijycJ, hi jaiJi'c I Ue ni rc-fjn for imigini.n^ that 
;it jry lirr.e proJ-.LC the crf.wt^ pr-j .ilcd by it. 

It hji been ti:e am'i:c:r.L"i:t, Sir, of a irreat part of zry Ii 

convcrfe wi:h men wh- !> i: j!-! .iti i - or cm;I'*vrn--f j hare 

ih' hi well acquaintri w 'i? ::i.i:t. rnc afij is ar'd amidtl :rnuR» 

C':her Ichemcs for the proiiM'-r»n tt t'.iv'r« have heard fomc 6 

iL^'-iluti^n cf wajci in uaAir.;^ tt\>Y^ » tA\r.\\Mi^ ^ttbc &rfi appa 
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plaufiblc and likely to fuccecdj but upon a nearer enquiry Evidently 
entangled with infuperable difficulties-, and nbver to be executed 
without danger of injuring the commerce of the nation* 

The claufe. Sir, liow before us contains, in my opinion, one of 
thofe vifionary provifions, which however infallible they may appear^ 
mill be cafily defeated, and will have no other efftdt than to promote 
tunning and fraud, and to teach mei^ thofe a£ls of coliuiion, with 
which they would otherwife never have been acquainted. 

Mr. LoDWXCK fpoke to this efkSt :— Sir, I agree with the ho- 
nourable gentleman by whom this claufe has been offered, that the 
end for which it is propofed, is worthy of theclofeft attention of the 
legiflative power, and that the evils^ of which the prevention is now 
endeavoured, may in fomc meafure not only ob(lru6t our traffick, 
bat endanger our country ; and (ball therefore very reaxlily concur 
ia any meafures for this purpofe^ that (ball not appear either unjuft 
or inefFedua!. 

I Whether this claufe will be fufficient to retrain all elufive con- 
trads^ and whether all the little artifices of intereft are fufficiently 
obviated, I am yet unable to determine ; but by a reflection upon 
the multiplicity of relations to be c6nfidered, and the variety of 
circumftances to be adjufied in a provifion of this kind, lam inclined 
to think that it is not the bufinefs of a traniient enquiry^ or of a An- 
gle claufe, but that it will demand a feparate law, and engage the 
deliberation and regard of this whole afiembly. 

Sir John Barnard faid : — Sir, notwitbllanding the impatience 
and refentment with which fome men fee their miftakes and ignorance 
deteAed, notwithfianding the reverence which negligence and hafte 
are faid to be intitled to from this aflembly, I (hall declare once more, 
without the apprehendon of being confuted, that this bill was drawn 
up without conii deration, s^nd is defended without being underOood ; 
that after all the amendments which have been admitted, and all the 
auiditions propofed, it will be oppreflive and ineffevSlual, '-^ chaos of 
abfurdities, and a monument of ignorance* 

Sir Robert Walfole replied : — Sir, the prefent buGnef^ of this 
aflembly is to examine the claufe before us i but to deviate from fo ne« 
cedary an enquiry into loud exclamations againft the whole bill, is 
to obftruft the courfe of the debate, to perplex our attention, and 
interrupt the fenate in itt delibtrauoa u^tv .c^\x^%!\^ti\^ v^ >^^ <^^- 



is nX to be hoped for iniong thofe whom low foftune has co3 
to perpetuil dnid^ry. It mufl be therefore neceirary to I'u; 
defeSs of educatioo, ard to produce by fJut^ry coercions thd 
which it is v^in to expect froo! other caufcs. 

That the fervice of the failors will be fct up to falc by audi< 
that the merchants will bid againft the goixrnmenty is iococm 
nor i» there any doubt that they will be able to offer the 
price, bccaufe they will take care t3 repay themfclves by rai 
%'a1je of their goods. IThus, without fome reftraint upoo tfa 
chants, our enemies, who are not debarred by their form of | 
ment from any method which policy can invent, or abfolutc 
put in execution, will preclude all oor defigns, and fet at dc3 
nation fuperior to ihemfclvcs. 

Sir John Barnard then faid : — >ir, I think myfelf obiietd 
duty to my country, and by my gratitude to thofe by whole ii 
we are enriched, and by whofe courage we are defended, tc 
once more a declaration, not againft panicular dautes, ooc 
fm^lc circumfiances, but againft the whole bill ; a bill urji 
opprcTive, abfurd and ridiculous; a bill to barra(sthe induftiie 
di(lr,.fs the honeft, to puzzle the wife and add power to the ci 
bill which cannot be read without aftonifliment, nor palled m 
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^Df groveling authority, and chain them to the oar without a moment's 
jefpite, or perhaps oblige them to purchafe, with the gains of a dan* 
gerous voy!)ge, or the plunder of an enemy Isucly conquered, a 
Ibort interval to fettle their affairs, or bid their children farewel. 

Let any gentleman in this houfe, let thofe. Sir, who now fit at cafe, 
projedllng lawsof oppreffion, and conferring upon their own flaves fuch 
licentious authority, paufe a few moments, and imagine themfeivet 
expofed to the fame hardfhips by a power fuperior to their own ; let 
diem conceive themfelves torn from the tendernefs and careffes of their 
families by midnight irruptions, dragged in triumph through the 
fireets by a dcfpicable officer, and placed under the command of thofe 
by whom they have perhaps been already oppreffed and infuhed. 
Why (hould we imagine that the race of men for whom thefe 
cruelties arc preparing, have lefs fenfibility than ourfelves? Why 
Ihould we believe that they will fuffer without complaint, and be in- 
juried without refeptment? Why (hould we conceive that they will 
not at once deliver themfelves, and punifli their oppreflbrs, by defcrt- 
ing that country where they arc confidered as felons, and laying hold 
on thofe rewards and privileges which no other government will deny 
them ? 

This is indeed the only tendency, whatever may have been the in- 
tention of the bill before us ; for I know not whether the moft re- 
fined fagacity can difcover any other method of difcouraging navi- 
gation than thofe which are drawn together jn the bill before us« 
We iirft give our conftables an authority to hunt the failors like 
thieves, and drive them by inceffant purfuit out of the nation; but 
left any man Ihould by friendlbip, good fortune, or the power of 
money, find means of flaying behind, we have with equal wifdom 
condemned him to poverty and mifery; and left the natural courage 
of his prcfefSon ftiould incite him to aifift his country in the war, 
have contrived a method of precluding him from any advantage 
that he might have the weaknefs to hope from bis fortitude and 
diligence. What more can be done, unlefs we at once prohibit 
to feamen the ufc of the common elements, or doom them to a ge- 
neral profcriptiont 

It is juft that advantage, Sir, fliould be proportioned to the hazard 
by which it is to be obtained, and therefore a failor has an honeft 
claim to an advance of wages in time of war ^ it is neceiTary to ex- 



the winter of old z^?, 2nd if i^; bLft tbu hope, be v^il i£i 
flak intQ irdolercc snd c.-.wa:i;ice. 

Many of ih? fallors jrt b:rJ Lp to trsi^i, or C2pshle of i; 
rio-jscmplovav.nt i-pon land ; rrcr is t!*.:? 2?iy rcaiVn tor »S'. 
ficpofe tbcTiui^c; tr^tnrr il.'.rzcrs of a fc:i2r:r^ lifr, but l>>e 
f L» ■: : en w ^ .! : .^. , i r.d S'^ rr. r 1 u c k v fcak :: i ;i u d j c h t«i c v ma? 
lhc*r r^r:ur.e> bv a ilr-'jie cfil^rt. L :t iriio'^atMc fo briic%c 
tiicie will no: rithtr rii.e iicourCc toihcir tormcr calim^s, 
i:i fccur::y, i ho ugh not i:i plenty, t.ian encounter ca.-j 
poverty it one;, and f2:c ^n tnczny wiihotu aoy profpect ^ 
pcr.cc ? 

Let any mm rccolrcfl the ideas that arofc in bis mini ape 
inj' of a bil! for encoura::ir;» and ircreafirj:: failors. znd < 
whether be had any expcc^atim of c\p».6icnu like chef'e. I 
it waft never known before that n;cn were to be encouraged 
jedlng them to peculiar penalties, or thr.r to tike away the 
a profcflTion, was a mc>hod of lecommending it moxe gerrt 
the pcopie. 

I»ut it is not of very great importmce to dwelt longer upon 
propriety of this clautV, which thetc is no pci&bility of p: 
exeuition. That the merchants w.ll try every methoJ of 
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jproportions, is the moft exccffive degree of ignorance. No man C2n 
determine the price of corn, unlefs he can regulate the harveA, and 
keep the number of the people for ever at a ftand. 

But let us fuppofe thefe methods as efficacious as their mod fan* 
guine vindicators are dedrous of reprefenting them, it does not yet 
appear that they are nccefTary, and to infliJl hardlhips without ne- 
ceffity, is by no means the praSice of either wifdom or benevolencr* 
To tyrannize and compel is the low pleafure of petty capacities, of 
narrow minds, fwelled with the pride of uncontrolable authority, the 
wantonnefs of wretches who are infenfible of the confequcnces of 
their own ailions, and of whom candour may perhaps determine, 
tbat they are only cruel becaufe they are flupid. Let us not exalt 
into a precedent the moft unjuft and rigorous law of our predecefTors, 
of which they themfelves declared their repentance, or confefied the 
inefficacy, by never reviving it; lee us rather endeavour to gain the 
lailorsby lenity and moderation, and reconcile them to the fervice of 
the crown by real encouragements ; for it is rational to imagine, that 
in proportion as men are difgufted by injuries, they will be won by 
kindnefs. 

There is one expedient. Sir, which defcrves to be tried, and from 
which at leaft more fuccels may be hoped than from cruelty, hunger, and 
perfecution. The (hips that arc now to be fitted out for fervice, are 
thofe of the firft miignitude, which it is ufual to bring back into the 
ports in winter. Let us therefore promife to all fea men t hat (hall 
voluntarily engage in them, bcfides the reward already propofed, a 
difcharge from the fervice at the end of fix or feven months. By 
this they will be releafed from their prcfent dread of perpetual flavery, 
and be certain, as they are when in the fervice of the merchants, of 
a refpite from their fiitigues. The trade of the nation will be only 
interrupted for a time, and may be carried on in the winter months^ 
and large fums will be faved by difmiifing the feamen when they can- 
not be employed. 

By adding this to the other methods of encouragement, and throw- 
ing afifje all rigorous and opprcf&ve fchemes, the na.vy may eafily be 
manned, our country protefied, our commerce re-eftabli(hed, and 
our enemies fubdued ; but to pafs the bill as it now ftands, is to d"^ 

termlne tbat trade Iball ceafe, and that no thip ihail fail ou: o^ 
river. 

Mr. J^irr /polce to the following puipoi\.\— ^vt^ \v\&^^ 

U4 
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thofe to have the greateft regard to their own intercft who di 
the leift for that of others. I do not, therefore, defpair of rec 
the advocates of this bill from the profecution of their favo,jr|:< 
fures, by arguments of greater efficacy than thofe which are f : 
en rcafon and jufiice. 

Nothine, Sir, is more evic'ent, than that fomc de-rce of 
tion i? i^bfoluicly needier y to men who have any coni.cTn in 
rninift ration of a ^ovcrnn ent like ours : thcv mufl eiihrr 
the fidelity of their adherents by the aiTillance of w'l Jt rn, jr 
|ue J their enemies muf! cither be uwtd hy their hi'»ncftv, or • 
bv their cunr.lnz. .XLtc ariljf-. V.rlhcrv will never s-rrt a fi 
majcriiy to fct them entirely free imm 3p;^rel enfiivi* tf'c-. :*j 
different tempers llfTcrent motive*- mull bo apjilicl : f-.-rc, u? 
their felicity in be 411 / aci.\^un'tJ wile, are in very I:stl.r cj.;e 
fcrve the chancier of honeft*. ; C):hcr^ may be j'^ifu-JcJ to 
meaiurcs vhich ihcy eaf.'v *J '.'.ver to be uciV: -;id ill-jor.crri 
Caufe they are con\inceJ ihjt the author, rf :l;eni arr n-i 
but mlflaken, and are un-.v.Ilin ' th.i: anv n.an (iiuu-J be r 
for natural defects or tiuul ijnc: jtjce. 

I cannot fay. Sir, which itf ib^lc* mori vcs inf!urr::e tht iJ 
for the b:ll before us ; a bill \\\ \\\\W\ iT^ch cr-jcliii s ^rc f: ; 
are yet up.i::iowii am:!r.j;: c'l-.c n^>:: :..!.•.• n^:. ^:»<, {^s>l:\ j> ua\ 
not vtt loine, or i\rjr.i'\ :::\ci:ii !, 1.; h j< c iiin-: Lc .Vc*: 
out refcDtoienr, nonhou^I-.t 01 w.tli ut 1. j.jrr. 

It is, Sir, perhaps, not u.:;>4!j::..' •, iha: r::T moT r:.pr- 
been a J Jed rjtl-.c: rid juIol: t:'..in ih .*v.r:j, ..nJ li;.:: the r ?. 
the admin»llr.ilion, ulio aTn'-..c ihc.i»:il\c> \v;:.i o:';:*.:7;-.. : 
low fLblccts, v.ho aJJ w::::tvj: r:!.:.. ii-.e 11 c b^' ;:; ,- : ,-» « 
invade the l.bwTty cfiiivifc vi!:"fn i':-.'. I'...v ./ei '\ o-.t-.'* :: 
taxe , J:. ft rlu.'.J.r a:.! th::i i.: , :.:'. :., v, !..j:..ke ^.I i-; i:.-.-:.. • 
hcijihicninj the pwMivk cr!*r-:!T.f, .:;..' m-.'^e rh? r..-.e: .. 4 • r 
int^rud.en:' ( : r^.v «.;;.:... '«, .,rr r.> •:. -^ •.::.. ':■.- f--.-: 
and owe iheif powi ; itDi t<> ;? c.r . '. .!::.'.-, b-.: !•-• C ^ u ! , :•. , <■ 

'I 1." f tr.t r v!.» . \.> * 1' I* . '' '\ r •' '.-It, I ? r",r w r^ 
••■■- • •••.•-■^.bkii«ik.« I, I ■« < ,.' ,1 > 1, , 

dr» i*''-i-.»U|i,», . ... ,.•.,. ,• ... *j 

l.^.itr ^ iiii 2 i..w ih*ici?. r.,^'-/\.^ '.v.^-v.i cv.\':.vj<..^^V\ 
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That it will confume the manufafiure of paper, and fwell the 
books of fiatutes, is all the good or hurt that can be hoped or feared 
from a faw like this ; a law which (ires what is in its own nature 
mutable, which prefcrtbes rules to the feafons and limits to the wind* 
I am too well acquainted. Sir, with the difpoGcion of its two chief 
lupporters, to mention the contempt with which this law will be 
Created by pofterity, for they have already (hewn abundantly their 
difregard of fucceeding generations ; but I will remind them, th^ 
Chey arc now venturing their whole intereft at once, and hope they 
will rccoIle<9, before it is too late, that thofe who believe them to in* 
tend the happinefs of tlieir country, will never be confirmed in their 
opinion by open cruelty and notorious oppreffion ; and that tbofe wh^ 
have only their own intereft in view, will be afraid of adhering tm 
thofe leaders, however old and pradifed in expedients, however 
flrengther.eJ by corruption, or elated with power, who havenoreaioa 
to hope for fuccefs from either their virtue or abilities. 

Mr. BATHtJRST next fpoks to this effect :— Sir, the claufe now 
tinder our con ft deration is fo inconfiderately drawn up, that it is im- 
poffible to read it in the moft curfory manner, without difcovering 
the nece/Sty of numerous amendments : no malicious fubtilties or 
artful dedudions are required in railing objections to this part of the 
bill, they croud upon us without being fought, and, inftead of exer- 
cifing our fagacity, weary our attention. 

The firft error, or rather one part of a general and complicated 
error, is the computation of time not by days but by kalendar months, 
i%hich, as they are not equal one to another, may cmbarrafs the ac- 
count between the failors and thofe that employ them. In all con- 
tracts of a (hort duration, the time is to be reckoned by weeks and 
days, by certain and regular periods, which has been fo conftantlj 
the pradice of the feafaring men, that perhaps many of them do not 
know the meaning of a kalendar month : this indeed is a neglect of 
no great importance, becaufe no man can be deprived by it of more 
than the wages due for the labour of a few days ; but the other part 
of this claufe is more ferioufly to be confidered, as it threatens the 
failors with greater injuries : for it is to be enacted, that all con- 
traiAi made for nK>re wages than are here allowed (ball be totally 
void. 

It cannot be denied to be poffible, and in my optnioa it 1% >i«x^ 
likrl/, ttuu muif comtrakSU vi'aX be ludc VvvVvoi^a \>Qi& ViS&^V^^ ^ 
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ought to have it in his power to avoid punifhmenr, and co hSti eclf I '" 
tot negligence or obflinacy. 

It is quite unncccflary. Sir, to obfcrve to this aCembI j, cbit 
are now, as at all times, great numbers of Tailors in every nan ef At | * 
world, and that they at lead equally deferve our regard wri ^al 
who are under the more immediate influence of the govemmcfit. 

Thefe Teamen have already contracted for the price of thdr Uhas; 
and the recumpcnTc of their hazards, nor can we, in my opmra, 
without man. Ted injuftice, dilTolvc a comracl founded upon eqtfy, 
and confirmed by law. 

It is. Sir, an undilputeJ principle of government, that no pth 
fon (hould be puniflicd without a crime ; but is it no puntfli 
deprive a man of what h due to him by a legal ftipulaiion, die 
diiion of which is on his part bonciily fulfilled i 

Nothing, Sir, can be imagined more calamitous thin the ££i^ 
pointment to which this law Tubjecls the unhappy m^-n who arc m 
promoting the intercft of their country in diil^nt places amidS 
gers and hardfliips, in unhealthy climates and barbarous 
where they comtort thcmfclvcs under the fatigues of labour and tbi 
miTcrics of TickncTi, with the proTpeiEl of the fum whi h iher &&3 
gain tor the relic r of their families, and thercf/itc wh iIi tbeii vn^i 
will enable them to enj>>y ; but upon their return they hni ?tr: 
hopes blaflcd, and their contraJls difiwivcd by a law as::<fc i:; tbcriV 
lencc. 

No h-jm.in Kring, I think, can co <lly and ue!i!);:r2;c!y Ir.ld a 
harJih:p like thif, an.) iherci'ore I d ubi not but iho!e who hare br 
inadvericiicv g vcnroom tor this objcvtion will cither nm'jve it H as 
am.nd:r.e:tt, rr wh.'.t is, in my opinion, moie cli^ib.\', rcjcwi lie 
clauf'.* as ir.L'xpcJiLnt, uteleis, and ur.jult. 

Sir U II MAM YuNOE Tpoke next (o this cITecl : — Sir, this crVjfs 
has bee ! I : t.>;:.t^*ed, nut by any disficuhicb arif.n « from the njT..c*'f 
the qiielti jris which have btcn the rubjC«^li'( ir* bu: by a i c:!c«: *•'•• 
which ::hnoA all the opponents ot' the bill may be juttly c^arJ^!, 
thei:?^l^\t i>: •i;llj:Si:uiflijng brtwr-n mc.»t'.ircs cl:.:lblc in lht.-r,..!iri, 
and mjjljriTi p:^lc:-b!j lo c^nfi^uriK^-k whi.h aic aj*; xchc.:..w-J i:^"! 
particular cc::j'j:ici-arw:i ; be i ween law^s iiiiicuiily to .Jvan^e :rc ^i:> 
luk h.ip.iiiiL'!, anJ ex^^eJicrKs ut wh ch the b:ii -tit is mc;e!y iccj- 
LutiAp an J u: \vh::U \\\'i Wc u/xwuow v\\v» A^crt fume ni'^wJ 
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ralamity, and which are to ceafe with the necei&ty that produced 

Such arc the mcafures. Sir, which arc now intended ; meafures, 
irhich in days of eafe, fecurity, and profperity, it would he the 
ligheft degree of weaknefs to propofe, but of which I cannot fee 
:he abfurdity in times of danger and dlftrefs. Such laws are the me« 
jicines of a fiate, ufelefs and naufeous in health, but preferable to 
I lingering difeafe, or to a miferable death. 

Even thofe meafures, Sir, which have been mentioned as moft 
grofsly abfurd, and repicfcntedas parallel to the provifion made in this 
daufe only to expofe it to contempt and ridicule, may in particular 
circumftances be rational and juft. To fettle the price of corn in 
the time of a famine, may become the wi(cil (late, and multitudes 
might in time of publick mifery, by the benefit of temporary laws, 
be prcferved from deftru£tion. Even thofe mafts, to which, with a 
profperous gale, the (hip owes its ufefulnefs and its fpeed, are often 
cut down by the failors in the fury of a ftorm. 

With regard to the (hips which are now in diftant places, whither 
no knowledge of this law can pof&bly be conveyed, it cannot be de- 
nied that their crews ought to be fecured from injury by fome parti- 
cular exception ; for though it is evident in competitions between 
publick and private intereft, which ought to be preferred, yet we 
ought to remember that no unneceflary injury is to be done to indivi- 
duals, even while we are providing for the fafety of the nation. 

Mr. Fazakerly fpoke to this efFe<El : — Sir, though I cannot be 
fuppofed to have much acquaintance with naval afiairs, and there- 
fore may not perhaps difcover the full force of the arguments that 
bave been urged in favour of the claufe now under confideration, 
yet I cannot but think myfcif under an indifpenfable obligation to ex* 
amine it as far as I am able, and to make ufe of the knowledge which 
I have acquired, however imferior to that of others. 

The argument. Sir, the only real argument, which has been pro- 
duced in favour of the reftraint of wages now propofed, appears to me 
by no means concludve; nor can I believe that the meaneft and moll 
ignorant feaman would, if it were propofed to him, hefitate a mo- 
ment for an anfwer to it. Let me fuppofe, Sir^ a merchant urging it 
as a charge againft a feaman, that he raifes his demand of wages in 
time of war, would not the failor readWy lepV^^ i^iix Viw^^x\i5^»>w. 
rcqaieed larger pzy f Would he not alk, ^^7 l\ie ^tv^ii\ v^^.^v^^ ^^ 
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violate cur truR : but much more heinous is the crime of npa£s{ 
our determinations (o contempt, and inciting the people to fufpi' 
or mutiny, bv indecent reflcdions, or unjuftinfinuations. 

I do not, Sir, undertake to decide the controverfjr between the 
gentlemen, but muft be allowed to obfcrve, that no diverGr^ of opk 
nion can jtiftify the violation of decency, and the ufe of ruJe&sf 
viruKnt exprcflions ; exprefSons diflated only by refcntmcct, sal 
uttered without regard to — 

Mr. Pitt called to order, and faid :-^ir, if this be to prcftnt 
order, there is no danger of indecency from Che moft Itceumi 
tongue ; for what calumny can be more atrocious, or what rrprcia 
more fcvere, than that of fpeaking with regard to any chin^ bat tr«l 
Order may fometimes be broken by paflion, or inaiivcrlency, ^tf 
will hardly be re-tftahlifhcd by monitors like this, who cannot gcici 
his own paflion, whilft be is reflraining the impctuofity of othen. 

Happy, Sir, would it be fur mankind, if every one knew hli ••? 
province ; we Hiould not then fee the fame man at once a crimioi! *a& 
a judge. Nor would this gentleman afl*jmc the right of dtciadn^a 
others what he has not learned himfclf. 

That I may return In fomc dcjree the favour which he i 
nie, 1 will advifc hini never hcrcatrcr to exert himfclf on the (u 
of order ; but, whcnevci he finJs himklf inclined to fpcak ^r. ijc* 
O'.cahoiiN, to rcmcml^cr how he has now fuccccicJ, «rJ cundcsi^ J 
filLncc what hi'i ccnfurts Will never reform. 

Mr. WiNMNCTON replied :— Sir, as I was hindered by the j 
tlciii.in's ardour and impetuufity from concluding my fcritence, 
but irylelf can know the ci^uity or p.iriiality of my intentioro, 
tiicrctoir as I cmnoi ii:!ily be condemxi-.d^ I uu^h: to be fuppoice s- 
:-..iCc:it \ lir.r (lu^lit he to cenfure a fault of wliiv.h he cannot be cc:- 
t.i I ::T«.t u wcM.Li ever have been committed. 

I* '• wHc -xalt.J himfclf to a degree of authority nerer n: 
r4r:'imcJ i y ajw r;,.''jl»er uf thi-^ houfc, that of condemning otbcri ta 
f.'ciu'e. 1 Ain I.L": ■ :\v : '\ Vv l-is »"v:, !jble ilccrre, :o fi: ^« 
hear hi> baraneuei wijli-iut d.ir!:ij ?'.♦ ( ;';Hi:e h;r;:. fl^^A w *e fee 
n . V extend his auth»iri:y, cr whom he wt'i jruccid t'» ;-:w'.jj: r. i^t 
f-:iij ^-meiiLr, I ftiall ikji lictcrmtne i laving n. t \ct arrricJ a: l^ 
lair. ".t^iii r.i.'.icity With hi:*..r.'!f, nor bc.nj al>ic tu tc'ckauV 

• ■ ^ 
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hare been cenfured by rh^ concurrent roice of the aflembly, or 

Lve received a reprimand. Sir, from you, to which I fhould have 

without oppofition ; but I will not be doomed to filencc by 

who has no pretenfions to authority, and whofe arbitrary deci- 

fiooscan only tend to introduce uproar, difcord, and confufion. 

Mr. Henry Pelham next rofe up and fpoke to this cffcA : — Sir, 

" ^^rlicn, in the ardour of controverfy upon interefting qucftions, the 

«cal of the difputants hinders them from a nice obfervation of de« 

cency and regularity, there is fome indulgence due to the common 

wcaknefs of our nature ; nor ought any gentleman to affix to a negli. 

jgnkt expreffion a more oSenfive fenfe than is necefTarily implied 

^ ' To iearch deep, Sir, for calumnies and reproaches is no laudable 
' not beneficial curiofity $ it muft always be troublefomc to ourfelves 

* by alarming us with imaginary injuries, and may often be unjuft to 
ocliers by charging them with invedives which they never intended. 

' General candour and mutual tendernefs will bed preferve our own 

* quiet^ and fupport that dignity which has always been accounted 
cflfential to national debates, and feldom infringed without dangerous 
ccmicquences. 

^ Mr. Lyttleton fpoke as follows : — Sir, no man can be more 

sealous for decency than myfelf, or more convinced of the neceiiity 

^ of a methodical profecution of the queftion before us. I am well con* 

vinced how near indecency and fadlion are to one another, and how 

^ inevitably confufion produces obfcurtty ; but I hope it will always be 

^ temembered, that he who firft infringes decency, or deviates from 

^ method, is to anfwer for all the confequences that may arife from the 

^ negledl of fenatorial cuftoms : for it is not 'to be expedlcd that any 

' man will bear reproaches without reply, or that he who wanders from 

tbequeftion will not be followed in hisdigreffions and hunted through 

* his labyrinths. 

== It cannot. Sir, be denied, that fome infinuations were uttered in- 

- jurious to thofe whofe zeal may fometimcs happen to prompt them to 
warm declarations, or incite them to paffionate emotions. Whether 
I am of importance enough to be included in the cenfure, I defpife 

- it too much to enquire or confider, but cannot forbear to obferve^ 
^ thu zeal for the right can never become reproachful, and that no 

man can fall into contempt but thofe who dekiNt vx.« 

The clfiufc was amended, and agreed lo» 

X3 ^O^i^^ 
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S:k« this petition lam direcied to \x\ before thii hr-^e >t 
the principal mercbanes ot that z'^-t ctr which I ci»r the 
rcprefe-.t ; men too wife to be icrrin'.i vk»;h -ma^jnif;. Ji> -rr . 
too hcneft :o ^rdcavr-jr the obiirui^im of anj mra:'jm thi- 
probabij airance t.iepub!:ck eood» merrly becaj'e :hey ij' r':r 
cur with fhffir private inte'-:! ; fr\:n» wrnfe kr»">-A!r-*- a-i ei: 
enable ihem to juJ^ie ri:h»?v, ^nJ who c acknowier^ed \r*.*z" 
fpi.-it fee lh':m above the fjfpri^r rf c^r'.reuln • ihr : :-t:M^er^ 
I therefore p'-^f'-rir thii ^.k' 'a n v.\ 'he r^T*e cf :^.e ?rr-:ir- 
I/onJon, in hni co.inJcncc ihi: it will he ^o\xr6 :•> »fr*-".r •• 
C-rd '.f ihij jlT*rribi., th>i-.;i 1 .71 c.*.a!iv w.:ii t"*.r ..:hrr :r*r 
a It'in'cr t > w >at il rrn:a ". ; t>r :: :■ iii%" '". v. r*^ t":: a •?:•- 
tat..c is u> I.iv b:f?r- t"'" • .:- \\;t \:r.' rm ti <t *• c-- * •. 
V iicthrr t^ r V j-^rce u .th J . "wr ^r r. •:, -:* J tnit tr. •■ -- •• 1 

hj\c b fj; !.;• ';Vj...i 'oex.in.i -.the;!:. ^ which, :.»i. . -. • - 

roi wr.r; . hi.c ., j ro\ed if, I hjj t 1 r- hi o aire*. 

•' i I:C n j.»ii. ' p-ir r^ii < f •!.? ir. n. .r.'s -"J t-.» :cr»» rf* '^< 
».r .. ,: ' r. — i!u' ai:'.i, t; .;: .■ .: it*... :*;* *rc i.iicf.: 
t M 1^ li*. J* n.. ir^ i«i I .3 i.r,:.(<^:j, : 1. j.i, 1,.. .n. :..c .- 
mvi;t ^i. i tn. ;ta.' <: : j : •..,, ^; ' • : i!:c I.:-c: ^..u ',. 
irar.ir^g 1.;. ni-jiilj»\ :i.. i, ;:. •kt... :i a.c cl-ut- -, !.i*,l' 
i:.r 'v,A ja.b n.u* a .u./, •.,*,. r. .;»:..;. aij*:* ".(i;J u 

b, t'l.'i .jra^;r;: j;ti..i:i- :. ::. ^ •.•..•• . ^ :..;j or l>cir,: i::^ : 
:ia !lr\;.r, and civr ! ^ r... t t-..- . :;-. i *t. : 'j^i.. «■< ;:-■•*. 
J J fi .' vl*\'* ?.t;t, i\ , . :• ■ l^. .. v...-.,; (i.ca* i'ii:*:r». 

t.JiJ i^c r>.''Vil raw. 
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• 

<< That your petitioners conceive nothing can be of fo bad 
confequence to the welfare and defence of this nation, as the 
treating fo ufeful and valuable a body of men, who are its na- 
tural ftrength and fecurity, like criminals of the higheft nature, 
and fo differently from all other his majefty's fubjeds; and at the 
fame time are perfuaded, that the only efFedual and fpeedy me- 
thod of procuring, for the fervice of his majefty's fleet, a pro« 
portionable number of the failqj^s in this kingdom, is to diftin- 
gui(h that body of men by bounties and encouragements, both 
.prefent and future, and by abolifliing all methods of feverity 
and ill ufage, particularly that pradice whereby they are de- 
prived, after long and hazardous voyages, of enjoyino' for a 
fliort fpace of time the comforts of their families, and equal 
liberty with other their fellow fubjed^s in their native country, 

^* That your petitioners believe it will not be difficult to have 
fucb methods pointed out as will tend to fupply the prefenC 
neceffities, and at the fame time efFedually promote the increafe 
of feamen, when this honourable houfe (hall think fit to enquire 
into a matter of fuch high importance to the naval power, trade, 
and riches of this kingdom. 

** That your petitioners are conrinced this bill will not only 
be ineflfeiSual to anfwer the ends propofed by it, but will be de- 
firudive of the liberties ef all his majefty's fubjeds, as it em- 
powers any parifh officer, accompanied with an unlimited num- 
ber of perfons, at any hour, by day or by night, to force open the 
dwelling houfes, warehoufes, or other places, provided for the 
fecurity and defence of their lives and fortunes, contrary to the 
undoubted liberties of the people of Great Britain, and the 
laws of this land. 

•« In confideration therefore of the premife^ and of the par- 
ticular prejudices, hardfbips, and dangers^ 1w^^^ muft inevi- 
tably attend your petitioners, and alb6therii^'^JS(^ merchants and 
traders of this kingdom, fhould this bill pafs into a law, your 
petitioners moft humbly pray this honourable houfe, that they 
may be heard by their council againft the faid claufes in the faid 
bill/' 

Mr. Bathuxst thenprefented a petition^ atvA t^Y^ ^ \^^hi^\ — 
fj the Blma which the bill now dcpt^4\n^\i^^ wfe^V v\ tv^\ ^^^• 

X 4 ^^^ 
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f.ncd to the city of London, or to any particular province of ik 
king's dominions ; the whole nation u thrown into comaloC1oa^ 
and chc cfTcfls of the law now propofed are dreaded far and wide ii 
a general calamity. Every town which owes its trade and iu pffo%:- 
finns to na^vigation, apprehends the approach of poverty and (care 17, 
anJ thofe which are lefs immediately affeded, confider ihe lafrK- 
tion of our liberties ai a prelude to their dcftruAion. Happy wo«M 
it be, if we who are encrufted with their intereft* could find aa? 
arguments to convince them that their terror was merely panic. 

That thcfe fears have already extended their influence to the coesrr 
which I reprefent, the petition which 1 now beg leave to lav hcfxv 
the houfe, will fufficiently evince, and I hope their remonftraaccs 
will prevail with this aflembly to remove the caufeof their diiqse, 
by rejeding the bill. 

This was entitled <* a petition of feveral gentiement freehoi^S 
and other inhabitants of the county of Glouceftcr, in bchai: c/ 
themfclves and all other the freeholders of the £aid couitnr 
fetting forth in fubftance, 

«< That the pccitioners being informed that a bill was dc;^«r>: -; 
in this houfe, for the encouragement anJ incrcafe off ^irrs, 
and for the better and fpecdier mjnning his majefty'e fleet, c».v 
taining feveral claufes, which, fliouM the bill p^fs into a Uv, 
would, as the petitioners apprehend, impofc hardfliips upon t^c 
people too heavy to be borne, and create difconten:s isk tbs 
mindi of his majcOy's fubjrcis \ would fubvert all the r^hs 
and privileges of a Briton, an.i overturn Mjgaa Charta ick-', 
the bafis on which they are built ; and by thefe means ^e>- v 
that very librrry, for the prifcivation ot which iheprefent r'^.i* 
family w?.s ellablifhcd upon the throne of Until n ^ for w*- A 
realbns fuch a law could never he obeyed, or much blood w>.li 
be (hcd in cnnftquence of it." 

Mr. Hi SRY I'n HAM thtn fpotc in t*::: purpo-t :— Sir, I ha»t it- 

f^r^iid ! > t:i.'- petition with (iir uifiMtS 1 nparii.t'iityi and have erixa- 

I >..i(J ft .'ifix to rvcry |rr(«ii! the mutl innotcnt fenfe, but ras^ct 

I •.-'"r^rCu Ik., iurr tL a<> niv opinion, triat ic r. far diRant Irotn the AijC 

t f / 1 i ' /^ . :?; . \-i a n ^i re «\-.. c IV -. '\uV\^: .» A U ^^(\k \^Lvc\^.^ (hey aitcnspc la 
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bcUion. They make themfelves the judges of our proceedings, and 
appeal from our determinations to their own opinion, and declare 
that they will obey no longer than they approve. 

If fuch petitions as thefe. Sir, are admitted, if the legiflature (hall 
fubmit to receive laws, and fubjeSs refume at pleafure the power with 
which the government is vefted, what is this aflembly but a conven- 
tion of empty phantoms, whofe determinations are nothing more thaa 
a mockery of flate ? 

Every infult upon this houfe is a violation of our conftitution, and 
the eonftitution, like every other fabrick, by being often battered, 
muft fall at laft. It is indeed already deftroyed, if there be in the 
nation any body of men who ihall with impunity refufe to comply 
with the laws, plead the great charter of liberty againft,thofe powers 
that madp ic, and fix the limits of their own obedience. 

I cannot. Sir, pafs over in fllence the mention of the king, whofe 
title to the throne, and the rcafons for which he was exalted to it, 
ace fet forth with uncommon art and fpirit of diAion, but fpirit, 
which, in my opinion, appears not raifed by zeal, but by fedition, 
and which therefore it is our province to reprefs. * 

That his majefty reigns for the prefervation of liberty, will be rea- 
dily confefled ; but how (hall we be able to preferve it, if his laws 
are not obeyed ? 

Let us therefore in regard to the dignity of the affembly, to the 
efficacy of our determinations, and the fecurity of our conftitution, 
difcQurage all thofe who (hall addrefs us for the future, on this or any 
other occafion, from fpeaking in the ftile of governors and didlatorSj 
by refufmg that this petition (hould be laid on the table. 

The queftion was pur, and it was agreed by the whole houfe that 
it (hould not lie on the table. 

Mr. Hekry Pelham rofe up again, and fpoke thus : — Sir, I can- 
not but congratulate the houfe upon the undnimity with which this 
petition, a petition of which I fpeak in the fofteil language when I call 
it irreverent and difrefpedlful, has been rcfufed the regard commonly 
paid to the rcmonfirances of our cunditucnts, whofe rights I am far 
from defiring to infringe, when I endeavour to regulate their con- 
du0, ;md recal them to their duty. 

This is an occafion, on which it is in my opinion neceflfary to exert 
our authority with confidence and vi2:our, as \Vvt ^^\x*\x. ^1 ^^^^^^^^^^ 

muA 9lws^}s Ifc f roportioned to that gf ihc ^\ucVl« \av>i\ >ici^\^^'^^^ 
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not only rcfufc to this petition the ufual place on our tabic, but rt- 
jeci it as unvvurchy of this houfe. 

The q:ii. (lion was put, aad the petition rejected, with fcarccljuf 
oppofiiion. 

The houfc then entered upon the conGderation oT the bi/., ml 
when the report was made from the committee, and the blaaki 
filled up. Sir William Yonge fpokc in the fullowiog oua- 
ncr : — 

Sir, The bill has been brought by fteady perfevcrance and di'.isac 
attention to fuch perfe^lion, that much more important cnc^s esjf 
be expccied from it than from any former law for the fan:c purpoir, 
if it be executed with the fjme calmnefs and rcfulution, she iasc 
contempt of pop:iIar clamour, and the fame invariable and ictrcpJ 
adherence to the j^.ublick good, that has been ihewn in forming ud 
det*ejiui!>j^ it. 

But what can we hope from this or any other law, if particijiv 
men, who cannot be convinced of its exj^ediencc, (hall not only reft* 
to obey it, bu: declare their defign of obltruchng the execution of .'t ' 
ihall dctcnv.ir." to retire from the fphere of their au thor it y, rathe: :hui 
excrci;e it in CvMUfihancc with the decree of the Unate, and th:e^ca 
in plain tcrmj to call :h (du/.rry ir.to their ;:fuila:)ce, ur.d t3 p..' 
the r..bble Vy iUouCnd^ upon tliOiJ v. !:j fi.ali ^^tl tj a j their c^:?, 
and obev ihiir governors: 

SulU (le^!a: .tioi^s as thv ff , Sir, are Lttic Icj t'lin ullies of rcbe.*- 
lion, a:. J, .liii y pafs with.;*;: ccnlure, will {^e.Iia:** f:u^u;c l"..^ 
coinmot-iitis itb I'm;, rc.|uirL* to he lu^:;>ici!cd by otlKt nicar.i :ia^ 
tor mi o: iiA* .ir.J kfutu:i.il i en faro. 

N.»r ii»l I :i mi., that, b". r•^i•-•.»lIl:» tie j.ciii:.*:!, we have !u£cir£-!f 
e'.!.i'''.:iiUii our author !tv : f >r in mv upi' ion we \irKicd tuo mw%.h _: 
recc-v . : <t. 1 i:e In! I h. ...re u», whatever may be its {i:!e, ;i .a 
;i-A!itv a n.(<:u'v b:'!* a 'j.Il bv uhiLh ^i.i> are i:rantLd to the crcar, 
•: m1 V c i...w (iitui t.e u i n.i iTu\ ot rci^^t. j L-ctiiiuni tc. ;L{i«v- 
c.ii;«in, U«.«..c tlij li.iiiJhi • oiJ.: s oi' the hcu/c turbid u»to«.= t 
t .t 1^, 

k't\ y i::rn ^ : l( '. i. i :<» liicr u^iu'nilr.irnts^ ai^d when the clau c '^r 
1 'TUMI • ;. f V. ij -> • t I-, j.r.n uu^ uaj, Oir Ji»HH ii^AKAkD 

•»•- ■! ••■«i t.i^ikk « > •■! J >....« • ^^ 

>j:, ur- ..:. ji,.»v M cou'i\J-:i vV.v: c'.Ji'a'x V-j viVx^SvVvc ^t:lion rr!ifCt 
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portance, and offered by men (o well acquainted with every argument 
that can be oiFered, and every objedion which can be raifcd, that 
their requeft of being heard by their council cannot be denied^ 
Mrithout expofmg us to the cenfure of adhering obftinately to our owa 
dpinions, of ihutting our ears againft information, of preferring ex* 
pcdition to fecurity, and difregarding the welfare of our country. 

It will not be neceflary to defer our determinations on this daufe 
for more than three days, though we (hould gratify this juft and com- 
mon requed. And will not this lofs be amply compenfated by the 
fatisfadion of the people, for whofe fafety we are debating, and by 
the confclobfncfs that wc have neglei^ed nothing which might con- 
tribute to the efficacy of our meafures f 

The merchants. Sir, do not come before us with loud remonfiran- 
ces and harrafEng complaints, they do not apply to our paiEons but 
our underftandings, and offer fuch informations as will very mudi 
facilitate the publick fervice. ft has been frequent in the courfe of 
this debate to hear loud demands for better expedients and more effi- 
luicious than thofe which have been propofed ; and is it to be con- 
ceived that thofe who called thus eagerly for new propofals intended 
DOt to inform themfclves but to filence their opponents ? 

From whom. Sir, are the beft methods for the profecution of na- 
iral affairs to be cxpe£led but from thofe whofe lives are fpcnt in the 
[ludy of commerce, whofe fortunes depend upon the knowledge 
3f the fea, and who willmoft probably exert their abilities in con- 
triving expedients to promote the fuccefs of the war, than they whom 
the mifcarriage of our fleets muft irreparably ruin ? 

The merchants. Sir, arc enabled by their profeflion to inform us, 
irc deterred by their interefl from deceiving us ; they have, like all 
other fubjefts, a right to be heard on any queftion, and a better right 
than any other when their intcrefl is more immedia:ely afFe6)cd ; and 
therefore to refufe to hear them will be at once impel itick and cruel; 
it will difcover at the fame time a contempt of the mod valuaf^lc part 
of our fellow fubjcds, and an ir>flexib!e adhcicncc to our own opi- 
nions. 

The expedient of afferting this to be a money-bill, by which the 
juft reiTionftrances of the merchants are intended to be eluded, is too 
tiivial and grofs to be adopted by this affembly : if this bill can be 
termed a money- biil> >nd no petitions arc therefore to be adovvvv^^ 
•gaintt itj I kaowaot an/ bill relating lo i\vc g^utiA ^^-jai^ o^ ^^ 
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nation which may not plead the fame tide to an exemption from 
petitions. 

I therefore defire that the confidention of this claufe maj be de- 
ferred for two days, that the arguments of the merchants may be 
examined, and that this affair may not be determined without Ihc 
cleared knowledge and exadeft information. 

Sir Robert Walpole fpoke next to this efieA :— Sir, the peti- 
tion, whether juHifiablc or not, with regard to the occafion on vhick 
it is prefented, or the languaire in which it is exprefled, is certa;fi!y 
offered at an improper time, and therefore can lay no claim to the re- 
gard of this aflembly. 

The time prcfcribed by the rules of this houfe for the reception of 
petitions is that at which the bill is iirft introduced, not 2twhiCb< 
is to be finally determined. 

The petition before us is faid not to regard the bill in general, k«: 
a particular claufe ; and it is therefore afTerted, that it may ocv 
properly be heard : but this plea will immediately vanilh, when it 
(hall be made appear that the claufe is not mentioned in it, andihu ; 
there is no particular relation between that and the petition, which I 
ihall attempt 

Here S:r John' Barnard, remarking that Sir Robert \Va!pok 
had the pctitif.n in his hand, rofc, and faid i^Sir, I rife thus abrupcif 
to prcfcrvc the order of tht^ an'cmbly, and to prevent zny gcniiemaa 
fiom havii:^ in this debate any other advantage abo\c the reft, thaa 
that of fijpcrior abilities, cr more ex:enfive knowledge. 

I'iie petition was not ordered by the huufe to be placed in the r. *te 
h(»nourabIc gentleman's hand, but on the table ^ nor has he a ligtl 
to make ufc uf any other means for hii information, than are in tbc 
pn^crof any other member : if he is in doub: upon any particula-'i 
c»nta:ncd in It, he m^y mo\e that the clerk fliould read it to 'M 
boufc. 

Sir Robert \VjI^)ole la.d down the paper; Mr. Peliiam rote, aai 
faid : — S.r, I am (o Ur frum think inp the ruKs of the hou:c alTcrei, 
thai, in in) t pinion, the r:^ht of :hc members is infri;i^c,i by :^ i 
I'crcmptorv ceman<i. I> it nc^t in the hij^hcll device rec^Uifite, tt^: 
he who is ubciut to reafitn u]*un the petition, fhould ac«}ua:n: ;.;.t.acJ 
with the l\iV'sS\ (»n which he is to fj'^cak. 

WtiAt invnn*e;v.cn^ies can^iwvit ^^om W^\\\^^\\\t\ vLVKif^ I am 
iiu: •,! . c tu d j1co\ cr ■, iini a^ ^W vYv^ v)\^w^ 'i^ Cckv.V^>aXfc -^xt. W^Ai^ ' 
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made for more eafy and expeditious difpatch, if an order be contrary 
to this end, it ought to be abrogated for the reafons for which othen 
are obferved. 

The confidence with which this petition was prefented, wiil not 
fuffer us to imagine that the perfon who offered it fears that it can 
fuffer by a clofe examination, and, I fuppofe, though he has fpoken 
Co warmly in favour of it without perufing, he does not expefl that 
others ihould with equal confidence admit 1 ■ 

Sir John Barnard obferving that Sir Robert Walpole leaned for- 
ward towards the table, to read the petition as it lav, rofe, and faid : 
—Sir, I rife once more to demand the obfervation of the orders of 
die houfe, and to hinder the right honourable gentleman from^doing 
by ftratagem what he did more openly and honeftly before. 

It was to little purpofe that he laid down the petition, if he placed it 
within reach of his infpedion ? For I was only defirous. Sir, to hia« 
derhim from reading, and was far from fufpeding that he would take 
it away. I iniift, that henceforward, he obey the rules of this 
aflembly, with his eyes as well as with bis hands, and take no ad- 
vantage of his feat, which may enable him to perplex the queftion in 
debate. 

Then the President fpoke thus:— Sir, it is undoubtedly re« 
quired by the orders of the houfe, that the petitions Ihould lie upon 
the table, and that any member, who is defirous of any farther (atif- 
fiiAion, ihould move, that they be read by the clerk, that every 
member may have the (ame opportunity of underfianding and con« 
fidering them, and that no one may be excluded from information by 
the curiofity or delays of another. But the importance of this affiur 
iieems not to be fo very great as to require a rigorous obfervance of 
the rules ; and. it were to be wiflied, for the cafe and expedition of 
our deliberations, that gentlemen would rather yield points of In* 
difference to one another, than infift fo warmly on circumftancet of 
a trivial nature. 

Sir Robert Walpolb then defired that the clerk might read the 
petition, which being immediately donCy he proceeded in the 
following manner : — 

Sir, having fat above forty years in this aflembly, and never been 
called to order before, I was fomewhat difconcerted by a cenfure (6 
new and unexpeSed, and, in my opinion^ uiidtCttMt.&« ^^ ^'^X *v^ 
Somewbsit at a 7o/f, with regard 10 the trim o^ v^\ktDKaVi N!i^>^^^ 
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had formed, and which I will now endeavour to recover. Yei I 
cannot but remark, that thofe gentlemen who are (o folliclicui for 
order in others, ought themfclves invariably to obfervc it ; aft! 
that if I have once given an unhappy precedent of viohiing the riln 
of this houfe, I have, in fome meafure, atoned for my inadvcrteocci 
by a patient attention to reproof, and a ready fubmii&oa to aj- 
thority. 

I hope. Sir, I may claim fome indulgence from the motive cf mr 
offence, which was only a defirc of accuracy, and an apprckea^sa 
that I might, by miftaking or forgetting fome pafTages in the po- 
tion, lofe my own time, and interrupt the proceedings of thehoufce 
■o purpofe. 

But having now, according to oriler, heard the petiilon, lai 
fcund no rcafon to alter my opinion, I (hall endeavour to coevKa 
the houfe, that it ought not to be granted. 

The petition. Sir, is fo far from bearing any particular relatiaet9 
the claufe now before us, that ic docs not in any part meotioa ik 
expedient propofed in it, but contains a general declarationof </• 

content, fufpicion, apprchenfions of dangerous proceeJirgs, ^«^^' 
like of our proceedings; iofinuations, Sir, by no means coaSScts 
with the reverence due to this aflcmbl)\ and which the nata:r c^ 
civil ;;overnnient requires always to be paid to the !c^ifla:Ivr ^ wrr. 

To fufpefl any mjn, Sir, in cooinnn life, is in f :nc t'e^rce to ic* 
tradl from his reputation, which muf? fuffiT in propoiti-in to i*'ef«;fc. 
pofed wifdom and inte^vity of him who dechrcs ht& f:.rpi«.i. n. Ta 
fufped the co!i<!ticl of this I'enatc, is to invalidate thvir dccifinns, &>! 
fubjccl llirmi to contempt ani op;:ori::on. 

Such and fuch only appears to i>?t!ic tendency of the petition m 
ha« row been le.id ; a petiiion. Sir, \cry un(ki*fu!!y d:aAn, if it 
intended acainfl the ci^'sfs? under our t\ nfidciatioi:, f^^r it b« r. .: a 
Cn?!c |>ciiod nr cxprciEjn that docs not ciiually regard all thec::^ 

If any pnrru'u! r c^'j-ftif.n is m?.dc, or any finale picvanre !crre 
rntRciiy j'.ismi .r, ,i is th;' ;»:.:ctrr-? n? impi.iIV.., a harjfli p I . «i 
picui ?.T I'l tl.r i.i.i..:s ; Vi.i n mmt le o* Tc'»cJ ihjt ic if i p-j.-rr 
eltaMifhcd I'v I pmrmori«l cu.kMii, and a train of prccc.fcnts ftr4 to 
ik- nu^;:^c:^Cl \ ^iwi i; is wvll k.(\own th.it the vhci'c con^nson law sf 

ihiy r.jrro;:, r r.uO.vn^ mvj;t \\\ii\ ^\AotKv^ «A ^V\^^^^(C^oa«Tg 

irf/j/i.;! be tracid. 
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Imprefles, Sir, have in all ages been iiTued out by virtue of the 
imperial prerogative, and have in all ages been obeyed, and if this 
exertion of the authority had been confidered as a method of feverity 
not compenfated by the benefits which it produces, we cannot ima- 
gine but former fcnates, amidft all their ardour for liberty, all their 
tendernefs for the people, and all iheir abhorrence of the power of the 
crown, would have obviated it by fome law, at thofe times when no- 
thing could have been refufed them. 

The proper time for new fchemes and long deliberations, for 
amending our conftitution, and removing inveterate grievances, are 
the days of profperity and fafety, when no immediate danger pVeiTes 
upon us, nor any publick calamity appears to threaten us ; but when 
war is declared, when we are engaged in open hoftilities againft one 
nation, and expeA to be fpeedily attacked by another, we are not td 
try experiments, but apply to dangerous evils thofe remedies, which, 
though difagreeable, we know to be efficacious. 

And though. Sir, the petitioners have been more particular, I can- 
not difcover the reafonablenefs of hearing them by their council ; for 
to what purpofe are the lawyers to be introduced? Not toinftruA us 
by their learning, for their employment is to underftand the laws that 
have been already made, and fupport the pradices which they find 
eftablifbed. But the qucftion before us relates not to the paft but the 
future, nor are we now to examine what has been done in former 
ages, but what it will become us to eftablifli on the prefent occafion ; 
a fubject of enquiry on which this houfe can expei^ very little infor- 
mation from the profefTors of the law f 

Perhaps the petitioners expedl from their council, that they (hcnld 
difplay the fecundity of their imagination, and the elegance of their 
language ; that they (hould amufe us with the illufions of oratory; 
dazzle us with bright ideas, zWc& us with ftrong repaefentations, 
and lull us with harmonious periods ; but if it be only intended that 
juft fads and valid arguments (hould be laid before us, they will be 
received without the decorations of the bar. P'or this end. Sir, it 
would have been fufficient had the merchants informed their repre- 
fentatives of the methods which they have to propofe^ for the abilities 
of the gentlemen whom the city has deputed to thb afiembly, are well 
known to be fuch as fiand in need of no affiftance from occafional 
orators. Nor can it be expcdcd that anj mtiiviViX^Wa^cA'CMA^ 
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capable of underftanding the argumcnU of the merchanti, or bexisr 
qualified to lay them before the fenate. 

That every peiitioner has (except on money bills) a right to be 
heard, is undoubtedly true ; but it is no lefscvident that this right is 
limited to a certain time, and that on this occafion the proper tiar 
is elapfed. Juflice is due both to individuals and to the nation ^ rf 
petitions may at any time be offered, and arc whenever offered to be 
beard, a fmall body of men might, by unfcabnable and inpor* 
tunate petitions, retard any occalional law^ till it flumld becoac 
unnecefiary. 

Petitions, Sir, are to be offered when a new bill is brought lam 
Che houfe, that all ufeful information may be obtained ; but whca t 
hu paflcd through the examination of the committees, hai beta ap- 
proved by the colleclive wifdom of the fenate, and requires only s 
formal ratification to give it the force of a law, it is neither ufaai ax 
decent to offer petitions, or declare any diflike of what the fause lui 
admitted. 

We are not, when wc have proceeded thus far, to fuffcr plcadcn 
to examine our conduifl, or vary our determinations, accordiai is 
the opinions of thofe whom we ought to believe lefs acquainted «^ 
the qucftion than ourfclves. Should we once be rcduccJ to a(k adncc, 
and fubmic to di£btors, what would be the reputation of this adca^i 
in foreign courts, or in our own country? What coulJ be rspouc; 
but that our enemies of every kind would endeavour to regulareg^r 
determinations by bribing our inilrudors. 

Nor can I thir.k it ncccflary that lawyers (houIJ be creployei in us- 
ing before u> any fchcme which the merchants may prupofc, for L^ 
plying the defcdls and reJrelTin^ tiic inconvenicncirs ol the lawi. tt 
.which failors are at prcleiit levied for the royal i;a%y; for bi^ 
fliould lawyers be more qualified ih Jii other m;:n, to explain th; pAr- 
ticular advantages of fuch ex^KJicnti, or to anfwcr any cbj.^.ct 
which may happen to rife ? 

It is well knciwn that it is not Cafy f>.: the mod hippy fpc^^ertd 
imprefs his notions with the llr-jn^'th wi.h v. I.i.ii \,r conL^ivci t 
and yet harder *:> the talk uf truiiin.ittinj iin-*j(!cd t^uuw'.cd^z^ e: 
trying toothers thufe icntiir.(.iit:i w.-uh wc havt u t (liuck out by *m: 
own reflect. ( n, n^r cullcift'.J frum our o^n (X]'»c{:c;ice, but xci:ci«^ 
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Yet fuch muft be the information that lawyers can gii-e us, who 
an only relate what they have implicitly received, and weaken the ar- 
uments which they have heard, by an imperfeci recital. 

Nor do I only oppofe the admiiBon of lawyers to our bar, but 
bink the right of the merchants ihcmfelves in the prefent cafe very 
[ucdionable ; for though in general it muft be billowed, that every 
ctitioner has a claim to our attention, yet it is to be enquired ivhe- 
her it is likely that the publick happinefs is his chief concern, and 
whether his private incercft is not too much affcdlcd to fuffer hira to 
ive impartial evidence, or honed information. * Scarcely any law 
:an be made by which fomc man is not either impoveriflied, or hin- 
Icred from growing rich ; and we are not to liften to complaints, of 
vhich the foundation is fo eafily difcovered, or imagine a law icfs 
ifeful, becaufe thofe who fuffer fome immediate inconvenience from 
t, do not approve it. 

The qucftion before us is required by the prefent exigence of our 
ifFairs to be fpecdily decided, and though the merchants have with 
rrcat tendernefs, compaHion, and modefty, condefccnded to offer us 
heir advice, I think expedition preferable to any information that 
ran reafonably bs expedied from them, and that as they will fuffer in 
the iirft place by any mifcondu<5l of our naval affairs^ we (hail (hew 
more regard to their intereft by manning our fleet immediately, than 
by waiting three or four days for farther inffru£lions. 

Mr. Sandys anfwered to this effeS :— *Sir, the merchants of Lon- 
don, whether we confider their numbers, their property, their in* 
tegrity, or their wifdom, are a body of too much importance to be 
ihus contemptuoufly reje^Sled, rejedled when they a(k nothing that 
can be juffly denied to the meaneft fubjed of the empire, when they 
propofe to fpeak on nothing but what their profefTion enables them to 
underffand. 

To no purpofe is it urged, that the bill is far advanced, for if we 
have not proceeded in the right way, we ought to be in more hafte to 
leturni in proportion as wc have gone farther ; nor can I difcover 
why we (hould expedite with fo much ^fiTduity meafurcs which are 
judged ineffei^ual, by fhofe who know their confequences bcft, and 
for whofe advantage they arc particularly defigned. 

That we have already fpcnt fo much time in confidering methods 
for manning the fleet, is fursly one reafon why vjt (LoxA^ ^^\t*N^>4\ 
ar Jsifl toeflabliOi fuch as may be effedui\, uoi Q^iw >«^ Vo^^ \» V^^- 
Vol. I. Y '^^'^^ 
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cccd without a patient attention to ihcir opiniont who mufl accc- 
farily be well experienced in naval affairs. 

It is furely therefore neither prudent nor juft to fhut out intelli- 
gence from our aflemblies, and ridicule the good intention of rhoie 
that ofFcr it, to confulc upon thebeft expedients for cncouragtog acd 
cncrcafing failors, and when the merchants offer their fcheme to trot 
ihcm as faucy, impertinent, idle medlers, that aflume 

Here theATToRNFY (rCNERALcalled himtoordcf. and fpokesfsr 
this manner : — Sir, ii is not very confiflcnt to prefs the dif^atch 0/ 
bufmefs, and to retard it at the fame time by invidious inrinuit:0C9, 
or unjufl reprcfentations of arguments or exprcIEons : whenever isj 
cxpreflion is cenfured, it ought to be repeated in the fime words . for 
othcrwifc, docs not the animadvcrtcr raife the phantom that be €»• 
counters? Does he not make the (lain which he endeavours «i;h b 
much officious zeal to wipe away. 

That no epithets of contempt or ridicule h:ve in this delate bets 
applied to the merchant", nor any vijlation of decency attempted, tf 
is unneccfTiry to prove, and thc-eforc it is r.cither regular nrrcasii 
to rep re fen t any man as aggravating the rcfufal of their petition miA 
reproaches and infults. Hut not to dwell longeron this incident, Iv.'i 
talce the liberty of rcminJi: i: tiic grntlcjiKin, that pcrfonal i.^.t^.m 
arc alw.iys at lead fupcrfluouN, an. I ihji the bufmcu o:'thc Jiy rc«^-.:a 
rather ar^unicnts than fai ire. 

Mr. Sandys then fpokc as follows: — Sir, ] a»n !^v no r..ej*! i-.s- 
vinccJ that the learned ucnliLnun who chari:t5 me wi:Si ir:r -'.•:«, 
is better ac(|u.:intcJ than nulcit" \vi:h th-: rules ar.d *:i::Vjn'* \: t.*:i 
houfc, which I have find ii'd with <?ri-at apphc.iiinn, atTricJ r. lic^ 
cxpcric icc. I hope, thrrcforc, it Will be no nuxcu faille p;c''*--r, r.Ci 
if, ir.I*'. id of a tacit fiil'miilio.! to his ccn!"ure, I atlirt i:\ m\ i *:■» i:s- 
il catio:;, t!ut I h.;'.e r. .1 \l^\i.\:iu tr. :n the (.Ut!f..J t .'c^ J 
the kn.'tr, th.;t i I'.avi* \\)* kvn n!:ly i::ii.fc:ur f? n.crrt i;.l'o' c :, i.^ 
that I 1. .VI- ct>nJ':R:-.td 'inly f.jLh in'-'jiidUb ;;:!*: ni:. •m:::. \ : z r.*. 
^i^, attcinj^t to rc;)':.:t cxj^'c:!:*. i:i, as ciu;:lit not to be };ea'd »«.£w^ 
rt;»ly. 

'I'liiMU'.ie pRFsinr.'.'T fui'*: — 1 Vc'Icve tlie .H!-.!lfrn.ir. ^..'-r' hr--' 

iijij'crfi\:.Iy, or niifurilcrftouJ ll.cf: rxjUcTm:,*, v.Ssil^. he .0 u.r-Tf 

r.^.tirrLn-, I-r nj:!iin-.' tia> iKc:i uiiercd thit Cv uM iut:!v c&w.:e l-t 

i/i .'.'.•!.:::. r.. Mv cfncc (Ol''\.:'. v\x oiwW-j vv:;.v!/ tvv<3 tcm-:t, i^M 

ci*e 11 '.irii duj lo i\\c c\iivA^ ol vVx VwV'i v5>A^v\>;i\<N.-,v.'x ««% 
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member from digreffions into private fatire; for in proportion as we 
proceed with led decency, our determinations will have lefs in-^ 
itience. 

Mr. PcLHAM fpoke next. In fubftance as follows : — Sir, the re- 
, putation which the honourable gentleman has acquired by his un- 
common knowledge of the ufages of the fenate, is too well founded 
to be fliaken, nor was any attack upon his charaSer intended, when 
he was interrupted in the profccution of his defign. To cenfure any 
indecent expreffion by whomfoever uttered, is doubtlefs conCftent 
with theftrideft regularity ; nor is it lefs proper to obviate any mifre* 
prefencation which inattention or miSake may produce. 

I am far. Sir, from thinking that the gentleman's indignation was 
excited rather by malice than miftake ; but miftakes of this kind may 
produce confequences which cannot be too cautioufly avoided. 
How unwillingly would that gentleman propagate through the nation 
an opinion that the merchants were infulted in this houfe, their in* 
tereft negleded, and their intelligence defpifed, at a time when no 
alperfion was thrown upon themi nor any thing intended but tender* 
nefs and regard f And yet fuch had been the reprefcntation of this 
day's debate, which this numerous audience would have conveyed to 
tlie populace, had not the miflukc been immediately rectified, and 
the rumour cruflied in the birth. 

Nothing, Sir, can be more injurious to the charader of this af« 
iembly, by which the people are reprefented, than to accufe them of 
treating any clafs of men with infoionce and contempt, and too m'ich 
diligence cannot be ufed in obviating a report which cannot be fpread 
ia the nation, without giving rife to difcontent, clanoours, and fe« 
dition. 

Tbofe who fliall be inclined to reject the petition, may perhaps aft 
with no lefs regard to the merchants, and may promote their intereft 
and their fecurity with no lefs ardour than thofe who mod follicitoully 
labour for its reception : for, if they are not allowed to be heard, it 
h only becaufe the publick intereft requires expedition, and becaufe 
every delay of our preparations is an injury to trade. 

That this is not a proper rime for petitions againft the bill to be 
heard, is univerially known, and I can difcover nothing in the pe- 
titioo that refirains it to this particular claufe, which is fo fat fro«&. 
being Ijpecified, that it appears to be the oul^ ?ax\oi iSa.^XKBl^^'Sfi^v^ 
ib€jr bMre bMd no iattlligcskct. . -^ 
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claufc, which is iniciidcd toproniutc the voluntary enga^cfn 
foilort in the fcrvice of the crow:) ; yet it may not be improper 
fcrve, tba: as the practice of impiciTiog is, in itfclf, \cfy cfic 

and well adapted to fuddcn emergencies, as it has been cilabiii 
a long^rucccinon of ages, and is thcrcfoic become almoli a pan 
conftitLtion ; and as it is at this time nTceifary to tupply tb 
with the urmcft expedition, it is neither decent nor pruiicrt t 
plain too loudly againft, or to heigh;en the difcoaien: or ibe 
at a ncctiLry evil. 

\\\: havv.'. Sir, examined every part of this bi'.l ui:h the a:: 
which thw defence oi ihc n lUon requires, we have t\ fiencd the 
ef the ir.Ltnods t:rfl prcporcd, and admitted no violeixe cr h 
thit is not ;:b!bluicly ncccirary to make the law eficilua!, whi 
every o;hcr law mull be cxccufed by force, if it be ob(l:ui':ed 
pcfcd. We have inferted a great number of amendmcni!', p 
by :hofc who are rcprerjiitcd as the mud anxious gujr«iian« «.^ i 
Vilegcsof t!;e people, and it U not fureiy to no purpose tha; i\ 
cc'Jf'.cil of the nation has fo lui*; and fo ftudsoufl;- la'-ourcJ. 

'ri.ofcwhoarcchofenby the people :o reprc fen: them, hj%e ui 
ediy, Sir, fomc clai.'n as individuals to their cun:':dcrcr ard i 
for to inu^if.e that ihcy have committed the great char^^c u^" 
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then plead the fame right, fupportcd by a new precedent? And is it not 
poffible that by one interruption upon another, our mcafures may be 
delayed, till they (hall be InefFeaual ? 

It feems to me to be of much more importance to defend the mer- 
chants than to hear them, and I fhall therefore think no conccflions 
at this time expedient, which may obftrud the great end of oui' en- 
deavours, the equipment of the fleet. 

Mr. PuLTENEY then fpoke as follows : — Sir, not^ithftanding the 
art and eloquence with which the grant of the merchants petition has 
been oppofed, 1 am not yet able to difcover that any thing is uftcd 
unreafonable, unprecedented, or inconvenient, and I am confidcnr, 
that no real objeftion can have been ov.cr-looked by the gentlemen 
IV ho have fpoken againft it. 

I have fpent. Sir, thirty five years of my life in the fenate, and know 
that information has always upon important queflions been willingly 
received, and it cannot furely be doubted that the petitioners are bed 
able (o inform us of naval bufmefs, and to judge what will be the 
fight method of reconciling the failors to the publick fervice, and of 
fuppfying our fleets without injuring our trade. 

Their abilities and importance have been hitherto fo generally ac- 
knowledged, that no fenate has yet refufed to attend to their opinion, 
and furely we ought not to be ambitious of being the firft aflembly 
of the reprefentatives of the people, that has refufed an audience to 
the merchants. 

With regard to the expedience of delaying the bill at the prefent 
conjuncSlure j he muft think very contemptuoufly of the petitioners, 
who imagines that they have nothing to offer that will counter-ba- 
lance a delay of two days, and muft entertain an elevated id^a of the 
vigilance and aflivity of our enemies, enemies never before eminent 
for expedition, if he believes that they can gain great advantages in 
fo (hort a time. 

The chief reafon of the oppofition appears, indeed, not to be either 
the irregularity or inexpediency of hearing them, but the offence 
which fome have received from an irreverent mention of the power 
of imprcfliing, a power which never can be mentioned without com- 
plaint or deteftation. 

It is not, indeed, impofiible that they may intend to reprcfent to 
the houfe, how much the failor$Arcopp«&A^Yio^ Tsv^x^^>^x^wcv- 
Jnrrcrir loipcrfcdj and bawff 1 « ^xatfiatLVfe^^^^"^^^ 
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may doubtlefs fonictimes bring on diftempers, the fcrvicc cf tb; 
has no difadvsniages which arc not common to chat of ttz 
chants. 

The wages in the navy ar? indeed lefs, but then it is to b 
rrembered, (hat they aie certainly pjid, and that the fat!or if i 
danzcr of lolinj by a temped, or a wreck, the whole prof.:i 
voyage, bccaufe, if he can prcferve his life, he receives his pv 
in trading voynacs, the f-'Mncn mrirtpage their wagc^, as a i'-. 
for their care, whicii, if the fhip is loll, ihry are cotidrmned t 
fcit. 

Thus, Sir, the h:rt'r':'p«! cf the navy appear not f^ ^-fit 
compared with ih'^fc c\ tljc mcicl-.ants fcivicc, as ih:-. ti\c 
bithertn reprefmtLd; and 1 do'^ht nor, that if co:i^iJI -^ 
to b? heard on borh lidc?, xhr incafurc^ tiken fur fu-pvin* th: 
would he fiiund to br rrnf »n:iMc ?.:.d j.ilK 

£ir Jihn H.irn..rd tl fc to f iCik, \v!v:n Mr. FuX c.i ?c 1 to 
and pre ■rcd:rd. 

Sir, it is wrll Icmv/ii to h^ one r.f the (landing a*' I'jr-: 
crf'-i^ ct this iiiu:-, i!:ii i: » ai ■'nlv.r ihiU fpcafc twice in 2 
c'\ i*'e r!!:i; ci-lJi'n, cwc: t when for prrii-T r'ie.cv»m me : 
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afiert that he has not fpolcen hi the prcfent debate, and how can he 
cxpc£l to be heard a fecond time, fince, however bis doqueoce nuf 
pleafes and his arguments conrince, that pleafure and convidioa 
cannot now be obtained, without infringing the ftanding orders of 
the boufe. 

Then the President rofe, and fpoke to thb purport :— It b 
HOC without uneafinefs that I iee the time of the boufe and of the 
publtck wafted in fruitlefs cavib and unnecefiary controverfieb 
Kyery gentleman ought now to coniider that we are confultiog upon 
no trivial queftion, and that expedition is not lefs neceflary than ac- 
curacy. It cannot be denied. Sir, [to Sir John Barnard,] that yoa 
have already fpoken on this queftion, and that the rules of the boufe 
do not allow you to fpeak a fecond time. 

Sir Robert Walpole faid :— «Sir, I am far from thinking the 
order of ihe boufe fo facred, as that it may not be negleded on fome 
imporiant occafions, and if the gentleman has any thing to urge fo 
momentous, that, in his own opinion, it outweighs the regard due 
'to our rules, I fhall willingly confent that he (hall be heard. 

Sir John Barnard fpoke as follows : — Sir, I am far from being 
inclined to receive as a favour, what, in my own opinion, I may 
claim as a right, and defire not to owe the liberty of /peaking to the 
COndefcenCon of the right honourable gentleman. 

What I have to urge is no lefs againft the bill in general than the 
particular claufe now immediately under our con(ideration> and though 
the petition (hould relate likewife to the whole bill, I cannot dis- 
cover why we ihould refufe to hear it. 

Petitions from men of much inferior rank, and whofe intereft it 
much lefs clofely conneded with that of the publick, have been 
thought neceflary to be heard, nor is the meaneft individual to be 
injured or reftrained without being admitted to ofier his arguments 
in his own favour. £ven the journeymen fhoemakers, one of the 
loweft clafTes of the community, have been permitted to bring their 
council to our bar, and remonftrate againft the inconvenicncies to 
which they were afraid of being fubjedtcd. 

Mr. WiNNiNGToN fpoke thus : — Sir, I am always willing to hear 
petitions, when refpeftfully drawn up, and regularly fubfcribed, but 
can by no means difcover that this is a real petition, for I have 
heard of no names affixed to it ; it is theitfoic a. \«s^t^ \iwcv yw^^ 



^pc/fj and by rtjc&ipg h no man is refufed. It «a«^ ^ fo lw» 
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difcovered, be di awn up by the gentlcfnan whooffisrcd its and pcrhi 
no other perfon may be acquainted with it. 

Mr. Hay fpoke to the following purport :— >Sir» it is, in myoi 
nion, neceflTary that a petition in the name of the merchants of Li 
don (hould be fubfcribed by the whole number, for if ooly a i 
ihould put their names to it, how does it appear that it it aaj dki 
more than an apprehenfion of danger to iheir own particular iam 
which perhaps the other parr, their rivals in trade, may cooCdcra 
advantage, or at leaft regard with indifference. This fufpiciai 
much more reafonable, when a petition is fubfcribed by a fmd 
number, who may eafily be imagined to have partial views, aaii 
figns not wholly confident with the intercft of the publick. 

Admiral Wager then fpoke thus : — Sir, if t am rightly iafem 
another petition is preparing by feveral eminent merchants, tkitri 
claufe may iland part of the bill i and certainly tbey ought m 
heard as well as the prefent petitioners, which will occafioa fk 
and unneccflary delays, and therefore I am againft the motion. 

Advocate Campbell anfwered to this effie£t :-^Sir, I ^irum 
that honour.:ble gentleman, that if the merchants are divided \a^ 
rion upon this point, one fiJe ought to be heard as well as theoAi 
ami hope th? houfe will come to a refolutton for that purp o:'c : kt 
(hall invariably [promote every propofal which tends to procure i 
fullefl irif<nmdtion in all afl'airs thatfliall come before us. 

Then the qiicRion was put, that the further conridcra:ion of i 
icpoic be Jiijourncii tor two days, inorucr to hear the mc^ciaal 
and it palled in the negative, ayes 142, nces 192* 

On :hc report this Jay the eleven cliufes of fcverlty were <• itai 
without any div:!;on, and a cUulc v^as added, viz.. *« I'rci^ 
that niuliint; in this bill (lull be corJlrucd to extend to an j oa 
tr^iHj or uguemcnt> for the hitc ut icanu-n [or perfor.i ef:>puOji 
a^ iuci'] in vonj :cs ttom p.irt& be\i>nJ the fcas, to any cck 
paiti LcyonJ t!;c Iw'us, or to Gr.at liiituiiu'* 

The criir (TcJ Vill ** fur th;: cicreafc and cncoarajicrrrr.: cf « 
men," was rcjj, aLCcrJin^ to urJcr, when Mr. Di^sr ni 

aiilJ \^.(lK\: us faWoJfS ". — 
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ed in the bill before us, which was put into my bands by a menu- 
whom a fudden misfortune has made unable to attend his duty, 
which in his opinion, and mine, is of great importance, and I 
I therefore take the liberty of reading it, 

C it enabled, that every feaman ofFering himfelf to ferve his majefty, 
fhall, upon being refufed, receive from fuch captain, lieutenant, 
or juftice of the peace, a certificate, fetting forth the reafons 
fi)r which he is refufed, which certificate may be produced by 
Ilim, as an exemption from being feized by a warrant of im« 
prefi.'* 

Iiope the reafonablenefs and equity of this daufe is To incon* 
9!% apparent, that it will find no oppofition ; for what can be 
Mr cruel, unjuft, or oppreffive, than to punifli men for negled of 
PIT which they have endeavoured to obey. To what purpofe are 
'Sirdi offered, if they are denied to thofe who come to claim them ? 
^it it it l^fs than theft, and fraud, to force a pian into the iervice 
^ would willingly have entered, and fubjed him to hardfliips 
l|Dpit the recompence which he may juftly demand from the folema 
iJttfe of the legillature. 

^miral Wager next fpoke to this eSeA : —Sir, to this clau(^ 
C^ the gentleman has repreCs^ited as fo reafonable and juil, objec* 
^ may, in my opinion, be eafily a)ade, of which he will himfelf 
3Mwledgje the force* The great obftrudion of publick meafures 
Mrdality, whether from friend(hip, bribery, or any other motive ; 
Wift partiality alone the claufe which is now offered, is levelled, 

indeed it is (b dangerous an evil, that it cannot be obviated with 
miH^ caution. 

fettt this claufe, inffead of preventing private correfpondence, and 
Qpl oombioatiQns, has an evident tendency to produce them, by 
^og men to apply with pretended offers of fervice to thofe who are 
Ipre fubomed to refufe them, then make a merjt of their readinefs, 
ftdenund a certificate. 

3y fuch artifices multitudes may exempt themfelves from the im* 
4 who nuy be known to be able failors, even by thofe that con- 
9k It, and may, under the protedion of a certificate, fallacioufly 
Kiined, laugh at all endeavours to engage them in the publick 

'iifr^ DiGBT fpoke ibusz^ir^ if tius^u\ivw\t;5^\oi^«^"^^^^ 
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hands of thoP? who arc propofcJ in the claufe to be cntruSed i 
be in danger of being executed, without due regard toihce 
which it is granted, let it be placed where there is neither lem; 
nor opportunity to abufc it. Let the admiralty alone ha\e the 
uf granting fuch ccrtitkdtes, the officers of which will be a 
juJgc whether the Uilor is really unfit for the fervlce, anJ ( 
thole whom age or accidents have diubleJ from the terror c 
prefles ; for fu'-cly, hj that is fit to ferve, whjn taScen by viol 
is noIeHs qu.UificJ when he enters voluntarily, and he who cz'a\ 
be admitted when he tendered himfclf, oii^ht rot to be d: 
awav« when perhaps he has contratftcJ for another v'va^e. 

Mr. Wacer nplicd :— Sir, it is, doubtlcfs, more proper :c 
fuch authority in the officers of the admiralrv, than in anv other 
it decs not anpe.ir that the benefit which the failors mav rcc.n 
ir, to whatever hands it is cnirufled, will not be o\c:-b^I*s 
the injury \vhi:h th? publiclc will probably fu.'Fer. 

Sailors are frequently levied in remote parts of the kioiJct 
ports where the aJmiralty cannot fpeediiy be informed of the: 
for which thofe that may pciition for certihcates have been n 
and the. ti.»;e cannot crane ihcm without dai^^er of b.ir^ ceci. 

The -ri.-vance for wjjich the remedy is pr'^pr^lVd rT.'-r. ■■: r'-r: 
occur i Ij: it :s n-'^t pri .^&'/!c tiiat in a tit:;e if r.--. ^: : . . . : 
arv rr".:':' •■:*! .'..:". -J f.r tl'.c :.:vicc (houlJ br ;;•■:!. J, :»:.^-z Z" : . 
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obliged to perform their agreements, or be liable to be taken up 
by any magiflrateorjufticeof the peace, and deemed deferters, 
except they were in his majefty's fhips of war." 

He was feconded by Lord Gage : — Sir, as this claufe has no other 
endency than to promote the intereft of the merchants, without ob- 
IruSing the publick preparations ; as it tends only to conficm legal 
rontrads, and facilitate that commerce from whence the wealth and 
xiwer of this nation arifes, I hope it will readily be admitted, as we 
Day, by adding this fandlion to the contra£b made between the 
Bicrchants and failors, in fomedegree balance the obftruclions where- 
Urith we have embarrafled trade by the other claufes. 

Admiral WAG£areplied -.—This claufe isunquefiionably reafonable, 
but not neceiTary s for it is to be found already in an aS made for the 
encouragement of the merchants, which is ftill in force, and ought, 
iriienever any fuch frauds are committed, to be rigoroufly obferved. 

Sir Robert Walpolb then deiired that the clerk might read the 
9Stj in which the claufe was accordingly found, and Mr. South- 
well withdrew his motion^ 

Then the queftlon was put, whether the bill ^^ for the encreafe 
and encouragement of failors" do pafs, which was refolvcd 
in the affirmative, 153 againft 79. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

AlMrcb 13, 1740-r. 

Tbi houfe biing refohed into a committee for the eonjideration of the bill 

for the punijhment of mutiny and defer t ion y and for the better payment 

of the army and their quarters^ ^c. Sir William Yonce defired 

that the loth and 26th claufes of the late a£f might be read^ which 

were read as follows : 

XX. // is hereby ena6led^ that the officers and folcUers^ fo quartered 
and billeted J Jhall be received by the owners oftheinnSy livery flabUsy 
ali'houfes^ vi£tualling'houfes^ and other boujes in wV\cb t\>pj art a\- 

/pw^u bi quarter fd and billiUd by tbu aa \ mi Jball ^ffj JuA rta- 
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fonabli prues as Jball bi appottttcd^ frtm timi to tim^ kj iU jmfi 
of tbi ftact^ in their general and quarter-feffiem §f eaeb rtvirv, 4 
or diviftcny within their reffeHive jurifJi&icm : and the j^Jlitei tj 
peace afore/aid^ are hereby impawered and required tefet and mpu 
in their general or quarter-ffjjions aforefaid^ fucb reaJoniUe raUi^ 
eiUneceJfarj proviftoni for fuch officers and foldiers^ for omt grt 
nights^ in the fevered cities^ townt^ villages ^ andottf fiaees^Uft 
they fljoll come to in their march^ or wUch Jball be appdmsek Jwr t 
rejidence ami quartets. 

XXVI. TlMt the quarters^ both of officers andfoUiers in Great Bntt 
may be duly paid and fatisfied^ be it ena/led^ that every tffitr, 
tuhom it bebngs to receive the pay or fubfiftenei-monry^ eithn fi 
whole regimfnty or particular treops and companies ^ Jhall im^i£tL 
mf^in each receipt of every particular fum^ on OKcomrt ^f fsy i^y 
ftjUn:e^ give publick notice thtref to all perf§nt keeping i»m.% 
othtr phciS where effiisrs or pi lief s are quartered ly virOue •' l 
a£l : alfo appoint them and others to npair to thiir quarter t^ a. 
in four dins af thefirthf/l^ ifttr the receipt of the fnme^ ts dec. 
the accounts or dtits (ft^'^s ffjall be) between tbem a^J the ercrs, 
fodiers quarter I'd in thfir refffilive houfes : w^iih a.ccu^ti tir : 
effiifrcr rjf'itrsurf h/rjry rfr^iiirt'J imrreh'atrly tf dij'i^\:'-^f, :<">/ . 
fart sf tl f J.^ul fi:y Cf /:i'j: .\f\e be di'lnbutei to sl-e ?/-7.r». .*» 
<.■'/. fj • ,' » : :;«.•./ tic J a: J ...v.*-. v.'i exiCi'J not fr a i >.r;r: ji. n rj^^r 
/:•/.', ur: !cr a i' .•f»',;;»i f:r i»;.' ,;ay*s did aiiJ frnj!! l^ct r. riit J 
// •:• J ; ,' f ere I : r-ni ;:: .7 " *'\ .r ef dr cc'zr^ts^ fc- t ;.••■ .; .-••;:. t, 
ftH.f';' ; /.• f.f iCV.vrj^J] '»i 'Jj'iCr f fct^ t.r.,L'r ,2 {'.f:.::i, s*i/ 
Hj:* ; i.'.'V /'/• /.-r tit.d .'JiVy f.r ere i'^ft^ "ix ff*:,i , •> 
i/ri. ■• '; I,/ t.\^ \t ' 'Jt m .'.*j */ .-'.' i,K.{ fr:.:!l itff , ^.j. h J :j '^ T*"i./^ i 
/ .;■ .. ..." ..' .. r /;/ /#i f :- ffy P.x fey,t ; /;»."/ «: • •■;; .'.• /.T.r. *• I, 
|.c:;cc: </<:..), /:: :7:e toot lolJici'i Jict and liDdiil bicr* 

II* t''-n f; " '.•• ? r'u" ?'ii!l()wv'<» cfT/Zl : —Sir, whrrhrt thr-c ii i 
ir.j: t ;' -.i:!}" ■.; t ' i ' infi"^ u !.i. h \«u ha\ c IT.^ v h jr 1 re- J, i«r •' 
i' •:(.••;..:•• t « i p ': ' : .« . rny 1.- fafilv ii!-.i!crlt«Hvf \\ ihi.;c«! 
ii.vr I. . -Mlif^ ' t » •• .''..:.i: ih.-i;i, anJ wl-.irh arf only cluuJrd ^t 
.i.vi:* . I t 1 Ii IP : ' , v^l.rtl.iT "li V .ifc i[i (tirmfclvrs cap.b'e ot d:fnrr 
/iN ..!• i :' y C'l s. .'.\\.\ .-.'.. I :.!..- ff |/Ov«-:cy have prod ucnl unrc 
''}rt-; jts-ti. :i.:. "^ y v.ii.A aT^.V\ •vvv•^ v»v\^ ^^v\^« ihcv 
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iifobc]red, becaufe it is mifunderftood, or only mifunderftood by thofe 
mho bad refolved to dlfobey ir» the committee muft determine. 

It has be«n for many years underftood that inn-holders and 
keepers of publick houfes were obliged by this law to fupply foldiers 
{Bartered upon thejn with diet and fmall beer, and hay and ftraw for 
!beir horfes, at fuch rates as are mentioned in the a£t ; nor can I 
Bfcover that thefe claufes admit of any other interpretation, or 
hat any other could be intended by the fenate by which it was 
inaded. 

The pay of the foldiers. Sir, was well known to thofe who gare 
beir confent to this law, it was intended by them that the foldiers 
hould be fupplied with necefiaries, and it could not be meant that 
liey fhould pay for them more than they received ; they therefore 
Aabli(hed the rate at which they were to be furnifhed, and fixed 
he higheft rate which the wages of a foldier allow him to pay. 

Tliis interpretation was, as I fuppofe, from its apparent confo- 
aaoce to reafon, univerfally allowed, till the inhabitants of Ledbury, 
whither foldiers had been fent to fupprefs a riot and enforce the 
laws, found their apprehcnfions fo fharpened by their malice, that 
tficy difcovered in the z£t an ambiguity, which had, till that time, 
cfcaped the penetration of the moft fagacious, and, upon comparifon 
if one drcumftance with another, found themfelves under no obli** 
gation to give any alCftance to the foldiers. 

They therefore. Sir, not only refufed to afford them vi£luals at the 
iccuftomed rates, but proceeding from one latitude of interpretation 
D another, at length denied them not only the privilege of diet, but 
be ufe of kitchen utenfils, to drefs the proviCons which they bought 
Dr themfelves, and at lad denied their claim to the fire itfelf. 

The foldiers, exafperated, not only at the breach of their efta- 
iiflied and uncontefted privileges, but at the privation of the necef* 
trics of life, began to think of methods more fpeedy and efficacious 
ban thofe of arguments and remonflrances, and to form refolutions 
if procuring by force, what, in their opinions, was only by force 
rithheld from them. 

"Wliat might have been the event of this controverfy, to what ex- 
realities a conteft about things fo necefTary might have been carried, 
|OW wide the contefl might have fpread, or how long it might have 
tf ed, we may imaginet but cannot determine *, had ivov ^ ^^^^ ^*^« 
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cifion been procured, itsconicquences might have been t'^tal to i 
titudcs, and a great part of the nation been thrown into confufic 

Having received an account of the affair from the ofEccrs who < 
manded at that place* I confulted the attorney general what vai 
dcfign of the law, and the extent of the obligation enfurceJ hv k, 
was anfwered by him, that the fums which were to be pa d tor i'm 
of the men, and the hay and ilraw for the horfcs, being ffxrcibc 
muft necelTarily be intended, by the legiflature, that no higher 
ihould be demanded j^that the power granted to the iui^.i.:* ot \ 
was wholly in favour of the folJier, and that they m ght Iei:ci 
payment atdifcrction in places of uncommon cheapnefr, or ^ea: 
extraordinary plenty, but could not encreate t: on a.'^y occj.'.on. 

Another difpute, Sir, of the liice nature was occailoneu by i.x 
Icarclty at Wakefiilc, where the jufiices, upon the app'icatio 
the inn-keepers, made ufe of the authority which ihcy tupfk^it 
kave been repofeJ in them by the at^, and raifcd the price u 
and flraw to eight pence, which the foldicrs were not ablj lo 
without fuftoring for want of viitunls. 

On this occafion hkcwife I was applied to, and upon cor.f- 
the prcfent attorney ger.eial, received the f.mc anf-.vcr z» :r 
snd tram'niittin^ hii opinion to the place from whence I rr.c re: 
toT!p!.i:rr, it h.iJ fo m icli rvj^yd paid to it, that the ad^;;. jo- 
in .i;;d v\a< ii.ciiccrurw.irci u mined. 

'I he Icncrs whicli thof.- : .v.> IcarncJ Ijvvyrrs fcnt t i ire in :r.i» 
j vt 1 hi'.c nov/ in my han i ; an J ho_>'j tncir ty !;:,^:i m ».! Sc ; ,• 
iL!T;^.cnt auihjfliy f ^r li.c ii>tcr;'rctation «;f an a^t «.t" the J.n^tc. 

Nor i:> lluir a.ithtwi:;*, S.r, however ^rear, U% H.-on^ a r."u^ 
ihf ;'j"nc:< < f this intern. cr-:;j:i, a-; ;he ic-lonablcnc;"*, ^rtAita 
iiTiiy tii k,\:\..::'.n' ;:. l\.c c:\'.y :i:-^rrxr,i that c^n tc p;*! 
ai'.ilnl? if, i; :Ji.- l..r.I;l lii ::np .it J In- i: en tJ.c mn-:. !J^r, «S;j 
It i> I ! KvitJ, :■ •:!. ic iMi. tJ by the ia-.v, lo Ln.:cr!!.'^v?, :.> ta. 
l\,v i\iiv;:r.-- v : • ; . •\!i' r . iur a|riceat wisi^h ]\c k m ., i .t-. r : i: 

Jiut ic: :i \ • \ I -.lu'.!, Ji4uv n.uch luorc-ai* i"..- liiC j;^ 
fj;nl;h tii '. '' i". •;....•, c in ir.cy Cjd ; 'i\ i**o ftr tl.cm c'lrt, 
l\iv Ki.{\.<^ .;■■ V. , .'.:. I L,;..,:il» vjniJi. It ioImi^.s ^w i.rcxlT^r^t 
ti.\A\ i.v . .. . . 1 ' ;...i..'.. , :.iui it 3pp;:jr^, upui rkfI«:«::t,«A^ 
»j' : . ■'. -. :n Vv a:iv other aie:h^J. 

^ • ■ ' ..i ■. wAViil-*^ t'.v y mutl I:kewifi:b«l 
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and implements to drefs them ; and whit is ftill a greater liardflifp^ 
they muft fell them, and buy new, at every change of their quarters : 
if this is impoifible, it will be allowed not to be the meaning of the 
firnate, upon whofe wifJom it would be a cienfUre too fevere to fup* 
pofe them capable of enading impoifibilities. 

-' But to the inn-holder. Sir, whofe utenfils are always in ufe, and 
irhofe fire is always burning* the diet of a foldier cofts only the ori« 
ginal price paid to the butcher, and in years of common plenty ma7 
be afforded without lofs at the price mentioned in the a6l. It canho% 
indeed, be denied that, at prcfent, every foldier is a burthen to the 
&mily on which he is quartered, in many parts of the kingdom ; but 
it may be reafonably hoped, that the prefent fcarcity will quickly 
ceafe, and that provifions will fall back to their former value ; and 
iren, amidft all the complaints with which the feverlty and irregu* 
larity of the late feafons have filled the nation, there are many places 
where foldiers may be maintained at the fitted rates, with very little 
hardfhipto their landlords. 

However, Sir, as this interpretation of the a(ft, though thus fup-^ 
ported both by authority and reafon, has been difputed and denied, as 
Jbine lawyers may be of a different opinion from thof'e whom I have 
COfifulted, and as it is not likely that the pradice thus in« 
terrupted will now be complied with as a prefcription; I think it 
aeceilary to propofe, that the price of a foldier's diet be more ex-' 
pUcitly afcertained, that no room may remain for future contro- 

itrfies. 

Mr. Sakdys then rofe and fpoke a^ follows:— Sir, I am very far 
TOm thinking the authority of thefe learned gentleman, fvhofe letters 
irc produced, incontrovertible proof of the jartnefs of an interprctt- 
ion of an aft of the fenate« where that interpretation is not in itfelf 
warranted by reafon, thor confident wiih the prcfervation or enjoy- 
ncnt of property. Much lefs (hall I agree to fupport their interprc- 
auion by a new law, or eftablifh, by an ad of the Icgiflaiurc, a kind 
>f oppreffion, for which, however tacitly fubmitted to, nothing 
KNild be pleaded hitherto but cuf^om. 

The burthen. Sir, of a ftanding army, is already too heavy tb be 
BBUch longer fupported, nor ought we to add weight to it by new im- 
pofitioos; it furely much better becomes the reprefeniativesof (he tia« 
tioD to attend to the complaints of their couftiutivu^ >J^^ Nrfti^\^>^M 
, VojL.L Z 



33S DZBATE ON [march 1^ 



are found to arife from real grievances, to con tr ire foae c 
for alleviating their calamities. 

A heavy and dreadful calamity. Sir, lies now in a particular 
ner upon the people ; the calamity of famine, one of the f cmtl 
fcourgcs of Providence, has filled the whole land with miferyaad la> 
mentation, and furcly nothing can be more inhuman than 10 chu 
out this fcafon of horror, for new encroachments on their priTT!r|c% 
and new invafiuns of the rights of nature, the dominaon of their ovi 
houfes, and the regulation of their own tables. 

The hon ourablc gentleman. Sir, has mentioned places where p» 
vifions, as he fays, areftill to be bought at eafy rates. For my fts^ 
I am fixed in no fuch happy corner of the kingdom, 1 fee oat^r{ 
but fcarcity, and hear i^othing hut cnrrpiaints, and Ihall therefore is 
very far from admitting now fuch methods of fuppcrting the 
as were thought too burthenr^ms in times of plenty, oor w.U 
bine in laying a new tax upon any clafs of my coumrTDca, 
they ^rc finking under an enormous load of impofis, and in 
the ncccfTaries of life. 

Sir William Yongi replied in the manner following:— S'r,a^ 
thing is more eafy than outcry and exagecration, nor any ih^ km 
u let 11! for the dilcovcry of truth, or the riUbhihment of righ:. "He 
mcil ncccliarv njcaOirc^ mjv often a»;m.t of verv flofiJ cac!asu:-oes 
againt^ the.n, anJ may furnifh very fruitful topics ui invrcine. 

When our hi'cftcs. Sir, are endangered, or our C'.»ir.trv mafer, 
j: mav \k vcrv ca:v, when it is pri>p«»fcj chat wc (boj!J hair -c.-rfc-r 
to our fA'orJs for frcurity, to bewail in pathet»c lanr^Mpe the -*..^- 
of war, to defer ibe the defuiatioa of cities, the wai!r 01 k:nr^ 



the infolencj of victory, and the cruelty of power ir.Sisied br t:*- 
tilitii'S. Vet to what will thofe reprcfentat ions contribute, Sc? v 
make that J:fHcu!: which vet cannot be avoided, and embarraii mo- 
fures wi.i'.h mull however be purfued. 

Such, Sir, appear to me to be the ob-ewlion miJe 10 the mnd 
now propcJ'cJ of providing necefi'aries lor the folJiert, methods 9« 
e!t^*i.^!-j tor their OA*n fakr, but which c^ight njl t;; b? !9o Isr^ 
coridcrrr.ei, till fome better can be fubftituted : fur whv ihovUdt 
pubiick be rfurmed wi;h groundlefsapprchenfion», or whyihonUas 
nuke t!iotc Lws whkh our affairs obli;;c us to ecail^ ic£i 
Cg :hepc''i»*.eby paiva\ tcf lUctiXViij^iu ^ 
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In the difcuflion of this queftion. Sir, is to be confiaered vi^hethe^ 
ibidiers are to be fupported, and whether it will be more proper to 
maintain them by the method of afcertaining the races at which they 
tre to be fupplied, or by encrealing their pay. 

Qnc of thefe two ways it is neceflary to take, the pro^'iflons are al- 
ready fixed at as high a price as their pay will allow ; if, therefore^ 
they arc expeftcd to pay more, their wages muft be cncreafed. 

For my part I (hall comply with either method, though I cannot 
but think it my duty to declare that in my opinion it is fafer to fix 
the price of provifions, which muft fidk in their value, than to raife 
the pay of the army, which may never afterwards be reduced. 

Mr. Gybbon then fpoke to this cftcd: — Sir, I agree with 
the honourable gentleman, that if foldiers are neceflary, we muft 
make provifion for their fupport. This is indifputably certain, but 
it is no lefs certain, that where foldiers are neceflar)*) reftraints and re- 
gulations arc neceflary likewife, to preferve thofe from being in- 
fulted and plundered by theofi, who maintain them for the fake of 
protedion. 

The iifefulnefs. Sir, of this caution feems not to be known, or not 
regarded, by the gentleman whofe propofal gare occafion to this de- 
hate; for by enading laws in general term», as he feems to advife^ 
wc {hould leave the unhappy inn-keeper wholly at the mercy of his 
gueftSf who might plunder and infult him under the protedion of the 
legiflature, might riot as in a conquered country, and fay — To this 
treatment you are fubjeded by the determination of the fenate. 

The unhappy man. Sir, could have no profpeift either of quiet or 
fafety, but by gratifying all the expedations of his mafters, returning 
civilities for infolence, and receiving their commands with the 
fame fubmiflion that is paid in capitulating towns to the new garrifon. 

If it be neceiTary to aicertain the price, is it not neceflary at the 
fame time to afcertain the fpecies and quantity of provifions to be 
allowed for it ? Is a foldier to fatten on delicacies, and to revel in fuper- 
fluities, for four* pence a day? Ought not fome limits to be fct to his 
cxpedations, and fome reftraints prefcribed to his appetite i Is he to 
change his fare with all the capricioufnefs of luxuryi and relieve by 
variety the fqucamiflinefs of excefs? 

Such demands as thefe. Sir, may be thought ludicrous and triflLin^s 
by thofe who do not refled on the into\euce cS IVyi^ixti ^m'^^^xv^^ 

who do not conRdcr that the licenft of %, rnxWu^Wfe \^ ^^ ^^^^ 

2 ^ \ix^>a.c^^'^^ 
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inducement that brings voluntiers into the irmy ; an induceni 
which \vouId| indccd| make all imprelTcs fupcrfluous, were :'r.is ; 
poral to be adopted : for how re;idily would all the lazy and \o; 
tuous engage in a (lace of life which would qualify them to lite 4; 
the labour of others, and to be profufc without cxpence ? 

Our arnty may by this method be cncreafed, but the numbr. 
thofc by whom they are to be maintained, muft quickly dimi? 
for by exaction and oppteflion the pooier inn-keepers muil qji; 
become bankrupts, and the roldicrs that lofe their quarters ir.uJ 
added to the dividend allotted to the more wealthy, who by this 
dicional burthen will foon be icduced to the fame Rate, and :r.en 
army muft fubfift upon their pay, becaufc they wilt no longer 1 
it in their power to cncreafc it by plunder. 

It will then be inevitably ncccfiary to divide the army frcm the 
of the community, and to build barrajcs for their reception ; an 
pedicnt, which, thour.h it may afToid prcfent cm to the lui 
cannot be fut in pradiicc without danger to our liberties* 

The reafon, for which (o many nations have b-:n ini!»>cJ 
{landing armies, is nothing more than the diAcicnce of a i '.i 
condition from that of other men. Soldiers are governed b; 
ticular laws, and ful^jcifl to particuUr authority ; a.::*\^:i:y, vr ;: 
the m.inncr of its operation, ha:> fc-rccly any rtfcuij.j: jc c: tr: , 
power. Thus they foon learn to think thcm.'c!%c» cxe-r. ■: ;. t 
oliicr lawi ; of which, they ciihcr do not diuovcr il*.c u.c, ^. ^ *'. 
fo'C c.'.!::y confc;it to abolifli tlu'm j or envy the ha^'j- :r . : . 
v,\isi jrj protected by (hem, a:.J to prevail upon th'^m.^i^o t. J:: 
thole pri\ilcg;c5 which have no other cft'cit, with rc^urJ :c .1*:^^ 
to .1 -^.'Axa c ilicir own dependence. 

'I'h.!.*, ^!^, arc the natural cojifn-jcnces of a ir..ji:j:v ;'-. '*S: 
;if.u i: li'.tic Cuii.wvjjnccs are not always f/cc i . . .. j^ :i 
tluv n.ii.: uc fL;..:i!cd bv that tcriilcrntf> vv;...!i c : :: ...t » 
t -u:;? with thj fwii cr the nation provinces, ly :). :- e ,:"*.. -^r .' 
c j:::v..! av.l> <>( kii;J;)cii^, ^iid by the tr-.'c^ucnt ir..\«::..i c' 
^' i*.!:L\!i;ci.> of contributing tn the propu^^ti. n of :' * ., .r.: 
J.!.:.. ".O.J 1.;' ihc ri '..ti cfnaiuic: iiKuicti'i; • v. ; ^ .: zA 
;.v. ...wJ I'v n'.La who \i\z in cjalian: fw-i!owi^^;j w;.:i iht.: ^..r: 

i'ut i-jluiCtsCiul u;> \a :i \>:.u^ V>txO.A>x^^.\^^ ill ccr.rcrai 
Ui.:* ij\.h a:: Arc wuci ai\i V.ti:\Cw\:i \'c^*'^\\\;.^A^.i^.\^ v.^^nxi'^ 
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nothing is a virtue but implicit obedience to the commands of their 
officer, will foon become foreigners in their own country, and 
inarch againft the defenders of their conftitution, with the fame ala- 
crity as againft an army of invaders ravaging the coafts; they wiH 
lofe all fenfe of fecial duty and of fecial happine(s, and think no- 
thing illuftrious but to inflave and deftroy. 

So fatal, Sir, will be the cfFeAs of an eftablifhment of barracks, 
or petty garrifons, in this kingdom ; and therefore, as barracks muft 
be built when inn-keepers are ruined, and our concurrence with this 
propofal muft produce their ruin, I hope it will not be neceflary to 
prove by any other argument, that the motion ought to be rcjeded. 

Mr. Pelham fpoke next in terms to this purpofe : — Sir, though 
I am not inclined by loud exaggerations and affedled expreiSons of 
tendcrnefs to dcprcfs the courage, or inflame the fufpicions of the peo- 
ple, to teach them to complain of miferies which they do not feel, 
. or ward agalnil ill defigns which were never formed, yet no man is 
more really follicltous for their happinefs, or more defirous of remov- 
ing every real caufe of fear and occafion of hardfhips. 

This afFetSlion to the people, an affection fteady, regular, and un- 
fhaken, has always prompted me to prefer their real to their feeming 
intereft, and rather to confult the fecurity of their privileges than the 
gratification of their pafSons ; it has hitherto determined me to vote 
for fuch a body of troops as may defend us againft fudden inroads 
and wanton infults, and now incites mc to propofe that fome effica- 
cious method may be ftruck out for their fupport, without exafpera^ 
ling cither the foldiers or their landlords by perpetual wrangles, or 
adding to the burthen of a military eftablifliment the neceffity of con- 
tentions in courts of law. 

1 know not with what view thofe have fpoken by whom the propo- 
fal firft made has been oppofed ; they have indeed produced objec- 
tions, fome of which are fuch as may be eafily removed, and others 
fuch as arife from the nature of things, and ought not therefore to be 
nicntioncd, becaufe they have no other tendency than to inflame the 
minds of thofe thai hear them againft an army, at a time when it is 
allowed to be necefTary, and prove only what was never denied, that 
DO human meafures are abfolutcly perfect, and that it is often im- ^ 
poiBble to avoid a greater evil but by fuftering a lefs. 

The queftion before us. Sir, is in its own i\Uu\t fe ^rcv^^^ ^^ Vv^'Ci. 
^QXincdcd with cifcumftanccs that may dVJlt^La. out ^XXrtvxXqvv^ox \w- 

Z 2 ^^^^^ 
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duce different men to different confidentions* that when I i 
upon it, I cannot caiiljr conceive by what art it can be m^ 
Aibje£l of long haranguef, or how the moft fniitful imagioatK 
expatiate upon it. 

It is already admitted that an army ii necefiary ; the pay i 
army is already eftablKhed ; the accidental fcarcicf of ibrag 
visuals is fuch, that i))e pay is not fufficient to maintain then 
then mud the deficiencies be Aipplied ? It has been propofcd 
to fix the price of provifions with refpecl to them, or to ail 
their wages in fomc proportion to the price of provaloni. 
thefe methods fccm to meet with difapprobation, and ye: the 
is to be fupported. 

Thofe who rcafon thus, do furely not exped to be anfve: 
at lead expe<Sl from a reply no other fatitfadion than that oi 
the time of the fcIBon walled, and the adminiftration harralTed 
trivial delays ; for what can be urged with any hope of fuccctt t 
who will openly deny cootradi£iory propoUtions, who wili c 
move nor ftand ftill, who will neither difband an army no 
port it ? 

Whether thcfe gentlemen conceive that an array may ubiifl 
out victuals till the time of fcarcity is over, or whether ihcy 
ruifcd tholw* force: only to iljrve them, I am not fagacioui enc< 
conjecture, but (hall venture toobi'erve* that if they ha%c luch : 
fidciice in the moderation and legularity of the fcldicrs. ai t: 
gine that they will ftarve with weapons in their hai;c«, tRi: 
will live within the ri;;ht of full tables, and languifli w :?. h; 
zn^i pcrifli fgr want of ncceflafies, rather ihrin J:miniib the i^,c:l 
orotiirr--, il.cy oupht forever toccafc ihtir eateries about icr . 
t:ru!i;c:j, iii.fjicr.cc, n:i»i C .r.i^rr of a ll^r.uing a;.i»y. 

Tuit, n<it to fiiilc into levity ui. worthy of this aircmblj, m.i 
fcrn-iittu i > liir.: that thefc arts of pioiiaJlin^ our dcl'a:^*, a.e 
mark co:i:".!ivr.! w;:h the reafins for which we arc aUcn.: !ci, as 
it i« a r^-.uvit iziizt f:roi>f, both < i ability and iatc^rity, to i? : ot 
)..*.. 1.%, th.1.1 to r^:.'c tl.cru, and to i^u.laatc, than to rc:arJ| li 

'1 h. pfopr-r 1 i:r..^ ■ kt f.ri\ w.is or.iv to elucidate a law wLc 
Ir-.. I' ; :h:ly ( in'civcd tor tf'v year;, and to remore iuch aoibif 
«v t-.i. f(I oz\\\ 10 tT^VvTa^^iX.-: u^vvA\c\^v^.^ rot to relieve tbea 

f P ll»'b n^aiv; oV/-CVvji\\ \u>ct V-tt\ xr\>A^ ^ \tA ^^rhv V.i^aa 
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been employed to difpl^qr the bardflups of maintaiotng foldiers, 
;;^4mt 00 better method has been yet difcovered, nor do I expecl that 
^ anj will be ftarted, not attended with greater difficulties. 

In all political queflions, queftions too exteniive to be fully com« 
prcbended by fpeculative reafon, experience is the guide which a wife 
■lan will^ follow with the leaft diftruft, and it is no trivial recommen- 
dation of the prefent method, that it has been fo long purfued with- 
mitany formidable inconvenience or loud complaints. 

Hard(hips, even when real, are alleviated t^ long cuffom ; we bear 
anj prefent uneafinefs with lets regret, as we lefs remember the time 
10 which we were more happy ; at leaft by long acquaintance with any 
grievance we gain this advantage, that we know it in its whole ex- 
tent, chat it cannot be aggravated by our imagination^ and that there 
a no room for fufpeding that any mifery is yet behind /more heavj 
dum that which we have already borne. 

Such is the prefent ftate of the praSice now recommended to this 
mSembly, a prai^ice to which the inn-keepers have long fubmitted^ 
and found it at leaft tolerable, to which they knew themfelves expofed 
when they took out a licence for the exercife of that profeflion, and 
which they conGder as a tax upon them, to be balanced againft the 
adrantages which they expe£l from their employment. 

This tax cannot be denied at prefent to be burthenfome in a very 
nncoomion degree, but this weight has not been of lon^: continu- 
ance, and it may be reafojiably hoped that it wi II now be made every 
daj lighter. It is indeed true, that no unnecefiary impoHtions ought 
CO be laid upon the nation even for a day, and if any gentleman can 
propofe a method by which this may be taken oflFor alleviated, I (hall 
icadily comply with his propofal, and concur in the eftabliihment of 
new regulations. 

With regard to barracks,! cannot deny that they are juftly names of 
terror to a free nation, that they tend to make an army feem part of 
our conftitution, and may contribute to infufe into the foldiers a dif- 
regard of their fellow fubjeds, and an indifference about the liberties 
of their country ^ but I cannot difcover any connexion between a pro- 
Tifion for the fupport of foldiers in publick-boufes, in a ftatc of con- 
ftant familiarity with their countrymen, and theere£lion of barracks, 
by which they will be, perhaps for ever, fepskrated from them, nor 
can difcover any thing io the method of fu^i^titi^ vh^^m Tkosii \^- 
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corr.mended that d^c^ portend rather to the promcii'rn of ra 
good offices, and ihe confirmation of friendlh:p and bcr.rvit:.:: 

Thcr Advocite Campbei L next I'poke, in fubftance as f Vr*^ 
Sir, whence the impropriety of raidng obieclions to any mf-t"-' .» 
are propofed is imag.nea toarifc I am unab'e lociTco^cr, r -•. ir; 
chcrto ad n-. it red as an inco:itro\'ertiDle o-^nio-i, that ic ii chc :-J. 
eve'v member of this afllmbly to deliver, without refcr*e, >> 
timents upon any qucflion which i> brou^^St bcfo.eh;rr., *r.i li 
prove or cenfure according to his conv.ftion. 

If it be his duty. Sir, to condemn what he thinkt -iirrcr- t c 
convenient, it leems by no means contrary to his Juty, t t^ « 
real'on of his ci'nfurc, or to lav before th;: hoafe ihoTc • :; 
^hich he Cinrc: furmourit bv his own rcncwtion. Ir c^rra .-. v \ 
ncctiV'.ry to admit implicitly all that i> afil'.'teii ; anri ro d-; ■ , «.: 
apprc\c without rcafiii, c;in be ro proof f.:clu:v, or *i w- J t , 
howlhal) it be known, that he who prod^^rcs r.ool>;?^l •:•.% icS 
anv cihc-r morive«, t*^z*y p'ivaie maicvLlcncr, d fconi; r.t, • ' t-, 

Nof is it. Sir, tu \c mipuTcd ss a jutl iciifin I .t r":.::*;-: • 
whr> have < pp IcJ lii^? mo-.ion, thai no tith^r irejfj'** i*- 
otured Dv I htm i^. fhj ci.r.liiTi: jMi n *»{ the com m I'Ct l: ,. ." 

buiLin : Cn.i ic c ^t"i I'l its T.'jic ■ tiv rri i* .^^ t , : - - i - - 
01 a Ja»v 1j ii' ih<'»v u>tu.'v;/:' ; r.'*r w ; v f..--..^ -: • ^ \:.i: 
made where :.^ ir.crn\f^r.\eAC'. •« i". ... .-. rv.' : 

T o the c:ici iV',fcll«-'n iIm: v a- ^ n' r... lo a-r.,.- •,.: 

made, nor h.is M.*? ..ilc:r.b'' btrp. ir. . rrrf i.'v i : i- . l. :r- 
b* ab!e to 'lifrovor when We hj* r .i! :..• i^v w r". ■ . !..=*• 
hir.\, T»A*> ii in.iced ii rax r? :i vcrv ;-. tivJ.'jr < : , * : v *• 
li:r.i:<, ulJ t > br Ic»ied a: l.ic c.;'. :t . .". . J. -n : ■. u . . .. r : 
p-:i. So*..^i- : J Ouaitcrcti uprn :!:< ;c :j — .'. T.-e :" ;r. -•■-... .- 
c«;itrit»ui.or.s m «n vntro)'* ccuniry, i::i;i ic».c:\.r!.: w.^,? .r 
c;t n. 

I.' i: ;r.:cr.J>;.i bv :1j.s motI-*i, that I'lC ir.r.-k,;.^»er* i^- . -*.- 
c. :*•.? !v) J- nli :■«.•! i>e jjicie: ror ! i- r:.. ..^ v ' « ^ .; : i: ;. . 
aiO d ": .ii pi I'^r. jCicJ i.i i e ; re , n* c- • . » . ^ : t .. j-.% 
•A.. h..i rv :*■ re. J.. J CwT ftli i^c.T. !». . ■ ;v.: 1. 1 r i\.c: cy i: :>.r v. ; 
^•••1| »• •• ■••» ••>(«. tci^ *jii kik ii'i «>u aV tv' ^••txi^c3 r'-^tek»«c e* 
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Aall judge for MipTdf, that he (hall fet what value he fhall think fit 

on his '>wn monev, and thn he (hall be at once the interpreter and 

^^ecuti >ner of ihis new law, the condition of the inn-keeper will 

then be I'u'h as no (lave in the mines of America can envy, and fuch 

as he w!il gladly quit for better treatment under the moft arbitrary 

afid Of predive g>vernment. 

Nor will the infolence of the foldier, thus invefted with unlimited 
authoriry, thus iqtiiled to implicit obedience, and exalted above the 
reft of mankind, by feeing his claim only bounded by his own mo- 
deration, be confined to his unhappy landlord. Every gueft will 
become fubje<ft to his intrufion, and the paflenger mud be con* 
tent to want his dinner, whenever the lord of the inn (hall like it 
better than his own. 

That thefe apprehen(ions. Sir, are not groundlefs, may be proved 
from the condud of thefe men, even when the law was not fo favour^^ 
able to their defigns ; fome of them have already claimed the foledo* 
minion of the houfes in which they have been quartered, and infulted 
perfons of very high rank, and whom our antient laws had in- 
tended to fet above the infults of a turbulent foldier. They have fecn 
the provifions which they had ordered taken away by force, partly 
perhaps to pleafe the appetite of the invader, and partly to gratify his 
infolence, and give him an opportunity of boafting among bis com- 
rades, how fuccefs fully he bluftercd. 

If it be neccffary. Sir, to infcrt a new claufc in theaQ to prevent 
lawfuits, which, however advantageous they may fometimes be to 
me, I (ball always be ready to obviate, it is furely proper to limit 
the claim of one party as well as that of the other, for how elfe is the 
ambiguity taken away ? The difficulty may be indeed transferred, but 
is by no means removed, and the inn-keeper muft wholly repofc 
himfelf upon the lenity and juftice of the foldier, or apply to the 
courts of law for the interpretation of the a<Et. 

The queftion between us is faid to be fofree from perplexity, that 
it can fcarcely giveoccafion for harangues or difputations^ and indeed 
it cannot but be allowed, that the controverfy may foon be brought 
to a (ingle point, and I thii^k nothing more is neceOary than to en^ 
quire, if inn«holders (hall be obliged to provide vi(3uals for foldiers 
at a ftated price, what, and how much the foldier (hall demand. 
The power of r^ifing money at pltafait^ );x2a\>^^iw \k\\5!cv^\\» ^^- 
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nied to our kings, and furcly we ought not to place that conUens 
in the lowed, that has been refufed to the moft exalted of man^iai, 
or inveft our foldiers with power, which neither the moft warliie 
of our monarchs could conftrain us, nor the moft popular allikta 
to grant. ' 

The power now propofed to be granted, is nothing \c($ thaa oe 
power of levying money, or what is cxaAly equivalent, the pova 
of railing the money in their own hands, to any imaginary raLic 
A foldier may, if this motion be complied with, demand for apet- 
ny, whit another man mud purchafe at forty times that pnce. 
While this is the ttateof our property, it is furcly not very Decc£rf 
toraife armies for the defence of it; for why fliould we pnkntz 
from one enemy only to throw it into the hands of another, e^aajy 
ijpacious, equally mercilcfs, and only diftinguilhed from forcsga is* 
vajcrs by thi< circumdance, that he received from our own baoii tbc 
authority by which he plunders us. 

Having thus evinced the ucceffity of determining the foIJien pr 
vilegcs, and the inn-keepers rights, I think it neceflary to rcca» 
mend to this aflembly an uncommon degree of attention to tDc t^ 
gulation of our military cllablifhment, which is become r^c aoi' 
more burthenfome to our fellow fubjech by the prefent fani-r, « 
by the cncreaU' of our forces; an cr.crcafe which the ra'<c*n * * 

m 

not behold without impatience, unlcf:i they be enabled to ti...c:.-i .j: 
what end they have been rafed. 

The people of tlii' r.;:'.i»n are for \cry juft rcafons diipIcafcJ, t C2 
With liic aj-vpcaiaiice of a Handing army, and furely ii is n/: p:.:r i 
tL» i-x^ifjerate ihcm, by aM-mcntin^; the tr^jops in a year v- i^r :•, 
.in.' ixin^ ihcui at the fame liir.c new poweisuf extortion arJ ,> 

pielTion. 

Mi. WisNiNCJTO:; fpoke to this purpofc :^.S.r, I h^* \'. : 
pf thin ' in ihij del a:c, but duubts and objcitionj, wh.cii i*: ^ : 
ic.t! information, nor tend \o the ^r.cv.aU.m of thulc gr;:.;r..:, 
whiih arc fo louJlv lamf:n:e j. 

It is not fu:Ti*.:eul u\ pu'i.r ri:t ;.'.conven!i r-.rcs, or to /i.c !'•■ * -; 
ffrvicntalion^ of the hartifh.;* tn whi^*i the pcf>p'.e a-c c\ .., 
fcr ui.lv'.i ijrre Kttcr eXjKuici;: caii be j-.oj.'^i-ji, or i - r.c :* '" 
d::covvrcJ '.»•; wliicli \*c may rtLC.-c :.-.c :.■:•.:::?, wj;hOw: :••:':• ; 



A. 174O-I.] MUTINY BItL. 347 

thefe bardfliips^ however Icvere, are not infeparable from our pre* 
lent condition, and fuch as can pnly be removed, by expofing our- 
felves to more formidable evils i 

As no remedy. Sir, has been prc^fed by thofe who appear diilatiC- 
Ged with the prefent cuftom, it is reafooable to Imagine that none 
will be eafily difcovered ; and therefore I cannot but think it reafon- 
able that the motion (hould be complied with. Be it no new im- 
pofition is intended, nor any thing more than the eftablifbment of 
a prafiice which has continued for more than fifty years, and never, 
except on two occafions, been denied to be legal. It is only pro- 
pofed that the fenate (hould confirm that interpretation of the a£t 
which has been almoft univerfally received, that they (hould do what 
can produce no difturbance, becaufe it will make no alterations, 
but may prevent them ; becaufe it may prevent any attempts of in« 
novation, or diverfity of opinions. 

Sir John Barnard fpoke next to the following eSed : — Sir, whe« 
ther the intepretation of the -dSt which is now contended for, has 
been univerfally admitted, it is impoffible to know, but it is at leaft cer- 
tain, that the pradice which is founded upon it, has in many placet 
never been followed, nor indeed can it be made general without 
ereat impropriety* 

Many of thofe. Sir, who are ftiled keepers of publick houfes, 
and on whom foldiers are quartered under that denomination, have 
DO conveniency of furni(hing provifions, becaufe they never fell 
them ; fuch are many of the keepers of livery-fiables, among whoni 
it is the common method to pay foldiers a fmall weekly allowance, 
inflead of lodging them in their houfes, a lodging being all which 
they conceive themfelves obliged to provide, and all that the foldieri 
)iave hitherto required ; nor can we make any alteration in this me- 
thod without jncroducing the licence and infolence of foldiers into 
private houfes ; into houfes hitherto unacquainted with any degree 
of riot, incivility, or uproar. 

The reafon for which publick houfes are adigned for the quarter^ 
of foldiers, is partly the greater conveniency of accommodating 
them in families that fubfift by the entertainment of ftrangers, and 
partly the nature of their profeffion, which by expofing them to fre« 
quent encounters with the rude and the debauched, enables them 
^(1^ tQ i)ear qr rcprefs tl^p infolen^q of 2, fy\A\^% 
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But with rcgp.rJ, Sir, to the pcrfons whom I have m;r.:i: 
neither of thcfc rcafons have any place ; they hivc not, fr:si : 
daily employment, any opporiun lies of furniihir.^ f3Id.cn • 
bciIs or victuals, nor by their manner of life are adapted to :\; 
intrufion or ftrugglc with pervcrUncfs. Nor can I difcov:: u:.. 
ni:.n IhculJ f^rcc foldicrs ir.:o ihLir houfc*, who would no: w:.'... 
admit them into his own. 

Mr. Cocks fpoke to this cfTjf} :— Sir, the praJiice mcr: :r:^ 
the honourable gentleman, 1 know to be 3cnci.il!y fy^ilo* j;: *•■, 
thoftf that keep a!jhoufc5 in the fubarbs of ihis metro;"-!:;, ^rc 
ihe fol Jicrs billetteJ on them a compcfition fur their loJ^.:.,-, 
c\-cr fee them but when they come to receive it ; fo rar arc thcv • 
imagjain^ ih-t they can claiiu their v.hjlc fubfiilcncc a: a.T. ?: 
price. 

It is apparent, thcre.^ore, that ^ y aimi'.tin^ thi? rrotior, we t 
nnt confirm a law already received, but tft.:bl Ih a r.c.v rjj . 
unknown to the people j that we fhoulJ Isy a t..x jp-n :hj : z: 
and fen J our foldicrs to collect it. 

Ger.cral Wade rofe, and fyokc to thi* p'^.'-pcf.- : — ^sir, T h . . : ; 
lon^ convcrfant with milit-P* artars, ar.^i :!:c:cf re it-.:-, r,-.-! 

ab ! •-• to ^.\^ a mere e \ .; :^ ii,. c -^ •.: :\ : ;'. o :: r.: v l^ v.* .". k ,- 

ar!i";:i::y and eNU'iit t .* t'l.s p:.;^: v., x'^w • " ' / ' - . . 

hjf, r: "■*'. tlj^ir way of liv, ;".:i n. ■ :•■;:•. :•, 1.: ' : 

it «:•', .^'.r, in the u .,r. it ki. / \V.! ..;.,•..,:■ : - 

hv v'. .^ t:-- ar:v.v w.is if: ;'n:'c- !, rvj; 

• •■■'•-••v>>|ltJ..k>tti.. i. .Ill 1 
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opponents, with great confidence, of declaiming without arguments, 
and of wafiing the time of the fedlons in a ufclefs repetition of 
Dbjeflions. 

I do not indeed wonder that the objcflions which have been raifcd 
Ihould have given fome difguft, for who can be pleafed with hearing 
his opponent produce arguments whi^h he cannot anfwer ? But 
furely the repetitions may be excufed ; for an objedion is to be 
urged in every debate till it is anfwered, or is difcovered to be un-> 
anfwerable. 

But what, Sir, have thofc urged in defence of their own opinions^ 
who fo freely animadvert upon the reafonings of others ? What 
proofs. Sir, have they givei; of the fuperiority of their own abilitiest 
of the depth of their refearches, or the acutenefs of their penetrate 
lion ? 

They have not produced one argument in favour of their motion, 
but that it is founded on cuftom ; they have not difcovered, how* 
ever wife and fagacious, that it is always neceflary to enquire whe* 
ther a cuftom be good or bad ; for furely without fuch enquiry no 
cuftom ought to be confirmed* 

The motion which they would fupport, is indeed ufclefs in either 
cafe, for a good cuftom will continue of itfelf, and one that is bad 
ought not to be continued. It is the bufincfs of the legiflature to re- 
form abufes, and eradicate corruptions, not to give them new 
ftrcngth by the fanflion of a law. 

It has been urged, Sir, that the law in reality exifts already; 
that the a£l has been interpreted in this fenfe by the attorney ge- 
neral; and that his interpretation is generally received. This is then 
the ftate of the queftion : if the pradice, founded upon this fenfe 
of the aft, generally prevails, there is no need of a new claufe to 
enforce what is already complied with ; if it does not prevail, lU 
that has been urged in defence of the motion falls to the ground. 

I do not doubt. Sir, that this cuftom has been received without 
many exceptions, and therefore think it ought ftill to remain a 
cuftom, rather than be changed into a law, becaufe it will be com- 
plied with as a cuftom, where there arc no obftacles to the obfer- 
vation of it ; and it ought not to be enforced by law, where it if 
inconvenient and oppreifive. 

While the foldier. Sir, is moderate in his demands^ and ^aceahle 
and modcH in bis behariour, the ina-kteptt mW Oft3t>xl>3S^^ \>^xv^>&k 
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kirn cvfen more than he can afford at the dated price ; and cerxm^j 
ludenefs, inroUnce, and unrcafonable cxpediations, may juf^W k 
puni(hcd by the forfeiture of fome conveniencies. Thut, Sir, the 
inn-keeper will preferve fome degree of authority in his own hode, 
a place where (he laws of nature give every man dominion, lai 
the foldier will continue a i%ular and inoffcnCve member of cii^ 
Ibclety. 

The abfurdity of leaving the foldier at large in bis demands, aaj 
limiting the price which the inn-keeper is to require, has been ilzacj 
cxpofcd beyond the poffibility of reply; nor indeed has the leal si* 
tempt been made to invalidate this objedlion; for it has been ^tM 
in filcnce by thofe who have mod zcaloufly efpoufed the motion. 

The account given by the honourable gentleman of the rriloe fx 
which this regulation was lirft introduced ia the reign of king \V> 
liam, is undoubtedly juft; but it proves. Sift that there isook* 
ccffity of continuing it; for the foldicrs are now confiantiy nsjd, lafi 
therefore need not that afBUunce from the inn-k«epcr, mich wm 
abfulutcly requilite when they were Ibmetimes fix months vitbaot 
money. 

It has been urged. Sir, with great importunity and vehcnenRi 
that fome expedient Ihould be propofeu in the place of ihi«, «nac2» 
many gentlemen who have fpoken on this occafion fcrm tnc!;ari 
ri-jcd}, and which indeed cin not be mentioned without contrapew 
abhorrence. That the folJicrs Oiould know aswell as ihcir \ktil9i 
their own rights, is undoubtedly juft, as well as that the}- ihouii !u»c 
fome certain means of procuring the neccflaries of life ; it mar ttfaa> 
fore be proper to enact, that the inn-keeper (hall either furntih t^:* 
with dic-t at the cftablifhed rates, or permit (hem to drei's the i;«Jhsi 
which thoy fliall buy for themfclves, wilh his Arc and utcr^'i, sai 
alTnw them candles, fait, vinegar, and pepper. By ch:s n:e:^.Ax;k 
(btdiers c:'.n never be much injured by the incivility of cbc;r Iin£xs« 
nor can the inn keeper be fubjeftcd to arbitrary demands, 'l^t vu- 
dicr will (till gain, by decency and humanity* greater convcnjcaca 
th.m he can procur? i- r himrdf by iii« pay ali>ne, ard a!! opportaiu:0 
f>f opprrifion on either M-c will in a great meafare be tzkrn ivar. 

1 cannot but evpr'.ris my hopes that this meihod will be psctaSt 
approved. Thotc i\.:\x Vxj^vr. eyv^Vc^ \Vv^ cftAbli(hmcnt of an 
wi.'! be pleafcd to \cc U iuaA-: \t\% ^Vxnwiwo^t ^«w^\ 
ih-i: have dc^UicA in iu \4\Niut> ^. a^v WOi^ >» ^ \N ^'X«n\ 
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don, any meafures, by the purfuit of which it may be borne with 

complaints and lefs reludance. 



£The confideration of this queftion was deferred, and the chair- 
man having moved for leave to fit again, it was refolved to pro- 
ceed on this bufinefs upon the next day but one, in a committee 
of the whole houfe. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

March 15, 1740- 1, 

fir iriiT cftbiday bting read for the boufi to refohi itftlfinto a emrnkUg 
0ftbi wboli boufi^ to conjidir thi UU for punijbing msainy and difertion^ 
tbi bittir paying tbi army and tbeir quarters^ 



Sim William Yokgb fpoke in fubllance as follows:— Sir, the 
laft day which was affigned to the confideration of this bill, was fpenC 

long altercations, in vague and unneceiTary difquifitions, in retro- 

idive reflexions upon events long paft, and in aggravating of grie* 
Miices that may never happen ; much fagacity was exerted, and much 
w doquence difplaj^ed, but no determination was attained, nor even 
that expedient examined, by which thofe objedions might be removed 
vhidi appeared fo important, or thofe dangers obviated which were 
icprefented fo formidable and fo near. 

I hope, Sir, part of the time which has intervened between that 
debate and the prefent day, has been employed by the gentle- 
BeD9 whofe fcruples were fo numerous, and whofe caution is fo vi- 
gilanty in contriving fome methods of maintaining the army without 
opprefling the viduallers, and of providing for our defence againft 
foreign enemies without fubjeXing us to the evils of difcontent and 
difiiffedion, which they impute to the prefent ftate of the military 
cSablifliment. 

To objeft for ever and to advance nothing, is an eafy method of 
dictation upon any queftion, but contributes very little to the in- 
creale of knowledge: an artful and acute objedor may confound^ 
aad darken, and difturb, but ucvcx id&S(« «Ci^\r)^ w ^^xftr^"^^ 
irutih 
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In political queftions. Sir, it it ftill more eafy and Urs in{ciii 
for all political mcafures are in fome degree right and wrong . 
fame time : to benefit fome they very frequently bear b^rd 
others, and are therefore only to be approved or rcjefied at a 
tages appear to over-balance the inconvenienciet, or the iococ 
cncies to out-weigh the advantages. 

It isy Sir, the proper province of a fenator to promote, not f 
llrud the publick counfels, and when he declares his dtfapproc 
of any expedient, to endeavour to fubftitute a better : for hoi 
be be faid to fuftain his part of the general burthen of publick m 
who lays others under the neceffity of forming every pUn, ai 
renting every expedient, and concents himfelf with only ccai 
what he never endeavours to amend i 

That every man, who is called forth by his country to iltb 
the guardian of the publick happioefs, is obliged, by the nan 
his office, to propofe in this aflembly whatever his penetrat'oo < 
perience may fugged to him as advantageous to the nation, I « 
not but all that hear me are fufficiently convinced ; and thti 
cannot but fuppofc that they have fo far attended to their duty« 
be able to inform us how the prefent inconveniences of thi* b.l 
be remedied, and its Jcfcifls fupplied. 

To (hew. Sir, at Ic.Il my inclinati ^n to expedite an aff- ir f 
portent, I(h.iil!;:y Lcfcrc the houl'c ;in amcndmcru that I h^rc 
tothe claufc, pirrj.mt to a hint ofu-rcl the la;t iLv Vv an h.^ 
able member. That cU iin-hJdns^ ztSlua!'frj^ Ifc, /Ki i he .*.• -j 
fwmjb fildurs ZLifh/jliy vhicar^ JmaJ tt^r^ CAnJUi^ fie^ ..*ti:ttr^ 
drtji thiir "jii'luu^iy anJ fo tl:in^ JhjU not Li clt'tgid (j j^/SJ '^' 
u:th frsv:^. .s, i.v:if>: en a na^ch. 

1 am f.ir, 1:! , iVcni thinking the claufc, as it will J^-rJ if:e 
amendn":::t, cmpfat and uncxccpiionuMe, being c<ir:rciji:i 
fome artivlc'* in it m.ty rti^uire explanation. The qu^ntitr or 
beer to be ^i!o".' J to t-ach folJicr null neccflTiriiy btr a i.c?:air 
or.^e: :o prcvc:;: en. Jcf* ar.d indctcrminalL* 4j;rj'>ut<.> \ f : one 
Sir, m.iy <i'''rMi'.: a-r'..W" i;':a.itity ih^n an?:hrr, uni a :r. n 5a 
p:c;i'.: tcvl nv r..i!l':c cr w:..;:unncri to demand morr thjn brjJ: 
i;'i.. -; it v.'!: t'.^*.'.;' :c b- ; :i»pvr to limit the quantity wfich 
I J :»;;.. »'}.c«, :b .t i . li'^r i\\i fjKlicr may I'uHer by the avari 
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With regard to this queftion. Sir, I expe£t to find different opi- 
nions in this aiTembly, which every man is at liberty to offer and Co 
vindicate: and I fhall take this opportunity of propofing on my part, 
that every man may have a daily allowance of three quarts. One 
quart to each meal may be allowed in my opinion to be fufHcient, and 
Aire no gentleman can imagine that by this limitation much fuper- 
fluity is indulged. 

There are fome parts, Sir, of this kingdom, in which cyder is 
snore plentiful, and cheaper than fmall beer, confcquemly it may be 
for the eafe of the vi£lualler to have the choice allowed him of fur- 
nifliing one or the others it will therefore be a very proper addition 
to this claufe, that the inn-keepers fhall allow. the foldier everyday 
three quarts of either fmall beer or cyder. 

That penal fandions. Sir, are eflential to laws, and that no man will 
fubmit to any regulations inconvenient to himfelf, but that he may avoid 
(bme heavier evil, requires not to be proved ; and therefore to com- 
pleat this claufe^ I propofe that the viduallcr who fhall negledor re- 
fuie to obferve it (hall be fubjeft to fome fine for his non-com- 
pliance. 

Mt. Pelham fpoke to this effnQ, : —Sir, I cannot omit this oppor- 
tunity of obferving how much the burthen of the army is diminifhed 
by the judicious regulations invariably obferved in the late reigns, 
and how little the aflignment of troops is to be dreaded by the 
viiSualler. 

[n the reign of king William, Sir, before funds were eflablifhed». 
while the credit of the government was low, the meafures of the 
court were often obviated or defeated by the fuperiority of the dif- 
con tented party, and the fupplies denied which were necef&ry to 
fupport them, and in expectation of which they had been undertaken, 
it was hot uncommon for the towns in which the troops were fta- 
tioned, to murmur at their guefts; nor could they be charged with 
complaining without jufl reafons; for to quarter foldiers upon a 
boufe, was in thofe days little lefs than to fend troops to live at 
difcretion. 

As all fupplies, Sir, were then occafional and temporary, and no- 
thing was granted but for the prefcnt exigence, the prevalence of 
the oppofition for a fingle feflion embarrafTed all the meafures of the 
court in the highefl degree, their defigns wccc U ikftwxd^ vVv^l^x^^v 
Vol. I. A a "«^^^ 
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were unpaid, tnd they were obliged to wait till another fdEoo i 
opportunity of profccuting their fchemes. 

Thus, Sir, the foldters wcrerometimes fivemonths without thei 
and were neceflarily Tupported by the inn-keeper at his own ex; 
with how much rcluQance and difcontent I need not mcntiof 
cannot but be immediately conridered, upon hearing thb accoc 
the foldier's condition, with how many reproaches he %rould r 
his viduats, how roughly he would be treated, how often he i 
be infulted as an idler, and frowned upon as an intruder. No 
it be imagined that fuch affronts', however they might be pnn 
would be borne without return, by thofe who knew themiclff 
the authors of the provocation, and who thought thcmfelves 
fuSerers with thofe who complained. When the inn-keeper gi 
mt the foldier, the foldier, it may be fuppofed, feldocn fail 
threaten or to plunder the inn-keeper, and to rife in his dcma 
his allowance was retrenched. 

Thus, Sir, the landlord and his gueft were the conftarr a 
of each other, and fpent their lives in mutual complaints, irjurU 
infults. 

But by the prefcnt regularity of our military eftablilhmen 
great evil is taken away ; as the foldier requires no credit of the 
aller, he is confidcrcd as no great incumbrance on his trade, ar( 
treated without indignities, like any other member of the co-r.n' 
he inhabits his quarters without violence, infolence, or r^; 
and endeavours to recommend himfcif by officioufneu anJ civ. 
In the prefent method of payment, Sir, the troops have 
one month's pay advanced, and receive their reguhr aI!o«u 
the dated day ; fo that every man has it in his power to pay hi 
lord every night for whit he has had in the day ; or it h 
gincs himfclf able to procure his own provifions at more adi; 
he can now go to market with his own money. 

It appears therefore to mc. Sir, that (he amendment now pi 
II the proper mutn between the diflerent interefts of the inO' 
and foldier, by which neither is made the fljve of the other, « 
which we (ball leave to both opportunities of kindnco, but tak 
them the power of oppreCion. 

Mr. Car£w next fpoke as follows: — Sir, the amendmea 
eScrcd is not, ii\ my opVtuou^ (^ \iw\^i5.'>tv)^^ 5^\ M^o^^uiubl 
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lemand a warm and (Irenuous oppofitton, nor To compleat as not to be 
iibjc£t to fome objedions; obje«^ions which^ however, may be eafily 
^wnoyed, and which would perhaps have been obviated, had thej 
)een forefeen by the gentleman who propofed ic. 

The allowance. Sir, of fmall liquors propofed, I cannot but 
ibink more than fufficiept ; three quarts a day are furely more than 
the demands of nature make necefTary, and I know not why the 
tflgiflature (hould promote, or confirm in the foldiery, a vice to which 
dicy are already too much inclined, the habit of tipling. 

The inn-keeper, Sir> will be heavily burthcneJ by the obligation 
to fupply the foldier with fo many of the peceiTaries of life with- 
oat payment, and therefore it may be juftly expetled by him, that 
BO fuperfluities fliould be enjoyed at bis expence. 

But there remains another obje£iion, Sir, of far more importance, 
md which muft be removed before this claufe can be reafonably palT- 
cd into a law. It is not declared, or not with fufficient perfpicuity, 
that it is to be left to the choice of the inn-keeper, whether he will 
fiamifli the foldier with provifions at four pence a day, or with the 
aeceflaries enumerated in the claufe for nothing. If it is to be left 
to the choice of the foldier, the vidualler receives no relief from 
the amendment, to whofe option, fince he muft fuiFer in either cafe, 
ic ought to be referred, becaufe he only can tell by which method 
he flull fuffer leaft. 

Mr. Cornwall fpoke in the manner following :— Sir, it is not 
irithout the greateft diffidence that I rife to oppofe the gentleman 
who ofiered the amendmentt for his abilities are fo far fuperior to 
BDine, that I objedi without hope of being able to fupport my ob- 
iedion, and contend with an abfolutecertainty.of being overcome, 
L know not whether it may be allowed me to obferve, th^t the dif- 
ference between our faculties is with regard to ftrength and quick- 
nefs, the (ame as between the cyder of his country and that of mine, 
sxccpt that in one part 6f the parallel the advantage is on our fide^ ^ 
ind in the other on his. 

The cyder. Sir, of our county is one of our moft valuable com- 
moditiet, fo much efteemed in diftant places, that our merchants 
often fell it by the bottle, for more than the foldier has to give for 
the provifion of a day, and of fuch ftrength, that I, who am accuf* 
l^pied to the ufc of it, never was able to di'vA^L \>\tt^ ^>xv^ \tl -^.^^ 
Sagle da/» 
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If therefore. Sir, the foldier is to have threeqaarts of this ctdcf, 
when fmall beer is not eafily to be procured, not only the tnn*kecpr, 
but the army will be injured ; for what greater harm can be dccc 
to any man, than to initiate him in a habit of intemperance f jrJ 
what outrages and infolencies may not be expeded from men irvftri 
with fwords, and kept from day to day, and from month Co moml, 
in habitual drunlcenncfs by a decree of the fenate i 

Sir WittiA?.iYoNGE replied to this purpofe:-^ir» I know not vh? 
the gentleman ha« thought this a proper opportunity for difp^sfiit; 
his eloquence in the praife of his own cyder. That he lova Li 
own county cannot be wondered, for no paffion is more vnitcm't 
and few Icfs to be cenfured ; but he is not to imagine that the pr»» 
duce of his native foil will be generally allowed to excel that of otkr 
counties, becaufe early habits have endeared it to him, and Cuafia- 
lifed it to his particular palate. 

The natives of every place prefer their own fruits and their on 
liquor, and therefore no inference can be drawn from appffobaiiM 
fu Jiiparently partial. From this prejudice I am far from iaijpc&J{ 
myfclf free, nor am dcfirous c>r indu(trious to overcome it : nckbR 
am I afraid of expofine myfclf to all thecenfure that lb innoccMS 
prcpofl'cnion may bring upon me, by declaring, that, in my opia-oa. 
the cyJcr of my native county is of equal excellence with that wtxz 
this ::ciuU-man has folibcraliv cxtcllcd. 

Mr.L\)RNWALL aniWercd to the following effect:— Sir« h:m 
little I e:.pcct vidorv in this controvcrfv I have already declared, ^\ 
1 nccJ not obfcrve of how fmall importance it is what fot: procxa 
cvucr of tiK- grcateil excellence and value, fmce if there be etiv 
places where the cyder is equaiiy cnccmed, and purchafcd ar dt 
Uii.c rate, it is yet more nccclVary to provide by fomc exert 
tiut the luIJicr fliall not be intiilcd t3 demand, of the v:a 
liquur to more than t!;ricc the value uf his pay, nor be aV. 
re^cl in cont.iiua! diunkciincfs, and to curiupt his morals, ar.4 
vatchi» liinbi by incLiu::: uwlaiiwhcrv. 

liut lincc, ^lr, iht prc:c:encc due :o the cyder of rr.v c--'-?f 
been dcnici!, in tny opjjuan, W4ih grcjt partiality and :r -free.' 
tliiii^ n^vuli obl.L^cd, by all the lawi o2 honour and gra..:.«:r. til 
fUnJ up i.iKc more to vindicate its fupcnoriiy, and aflctt it> isitfi |t 

1 .;c 1 w. ij\ honuur. Sir, require this from me, as ibey 
ci <^.; nu.i I. Aa.u i\M A\ a \ .;vVv.XH>i; ^\ \sxciii li jhtcd aaJ 
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atitude calls loudly upon me to exert myfelf in the protedion 
: to which I have been often indebted for a plcafing fufpenrc 
e, and a welcome flow of fpirit and gaiety. 
e cyder, Sir, which I am now refcuing from contemptuous 
irifons, has often exhilarated my focial hours, enlivened the 
m of converfation, and improved the tendernefs of friendfhipy 
lall not therefore now want a panegyrift. It is one of thole ^ 
hjcSts on which an enoomiaft may expatiate without deviating 
he truth. 

lold the honourable gentleman. Sir, who has thus vilified this 
;r«-working nedar, but honour my table with his company, be 
quickly be forced to retrad his cenfures, and, as many of 
untrymen have done, confefs that nothing equal to it is pro« 
in any other part of the globe, nor will this confeffion be the 
of his regard to politenefs, but of his adherence to truth, 
liquor like this. Sir, two quarts is undoubtedly fufiicient for 
r allowance, in the lieu of fmaltbeer, nor ought even that to 
Eermined by the choice of the foldier, but of the inn-keeper, 
lofe benefit this dauie is faid to be inferted, and from whofe 
aces I hope we (hall not fuffer our attention to be diverted 
f incidental queftions, qx ludicrous difputes. 
» Gore then fpoke to the following cScSt : — Sir, that the al- 
oe of two quarts a day is fufficient, and that to demand more 
loton indulgence of appetite, is experimentally known, and 
KC no more ought to be impofed upon the inn-keeper. 
r ii this. Sir, the only part of the claufe that requires our 
eration, for fome of the other particulars to be provided by 
Aualler, may eafily furniih perverfe tempers with an oppor- 
of wrangling : vinegar is not to be had in every part of the 
only and where it cannot be procured, ought not to be re- 
1 1 for neither reafon nor experience will inform us that vi- 
oaght to be ranked among the neceflaries of life. 
William Yonge made the following reply : — Sir, by the 
Jon now made in the claufe, the inn-keepers are effeduaHy 
sd from a great part of the burthen which, in my opinion, 
ft his hitherto laid upon them ; the neceffity of furniQiing the 
!• qtiartered upon them with provifions at the ftated price, 
ver nigbt be the fcarcity of the it^ion w o^ 1a^^ oyaxwxx^ * '\\i«. 
w ibemt^atioa of the ad, U iiffcilcA\>T \>aoV; h*\«Sr. \«^n>^^ 

Am I, 
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lion and promotion are fufficient eviJeacet of tbcir abilirj ia ike 
intcrprc:aiio!i cf our laws. 

Tht- inn -deeper m.iy now either accept or refufc the limited price, 
as it fliall appear to him moil connfteot with his intereS; nor m\ 
there be for the future any room for murmuring at unreafooable e^ 
manJs, fince he may oblige that foMier whom he cannot Cttiifj, » 
plcaic him fell' b^rtter at hi & own expence. 

The choice of the liquor ii likcwife wholly refcrfrd to the laa" 
keeper; for the words in the ciaufe reqtiiring that he flull fjrc:ih 
three quarts of fmail beer or cyder, he complies indifputabiy Wiik 
the law by fuppl)ing cither ; and thercfeie the value of cyder in se? 
particular county ii> not of much importance in the qiieftioa bdwe 
us i if cyder be more valuable than fmall beer» it may be with-he^; 
if it be cheaper, it may be fubftituted in its place ; fo that the u»- 
kcepcr has nothing to confult but his own intereft. 

That this is the meaning of the ciaufe, is, I fuppofe, cbvioai to 
every man that hears it read, and therefoie I fee no reaiba far soy 
alterations, becaufc I know not any effect which they can poflUf 
have, except that of obfcurlng the fenfe which is now too ckar tt 
be niiflakirn. 

S r Ji Hv nARNARD fpoke next to the efFefl following : -J % 
th. ;?::h »: ihoul ! be r.rar.icc*, that the claufc bcftire us if :n*.ci' r ■ • 
t.> cwrv r I'T'Iur cf iha ^luirblv, it will not certain I v fcl.c-jr, !**: 
there \* r.rt i-.-Cjfiiiv of further elucidations ; for a law rcri eaxf 
L;:.ic;::ood hv thole who mkc if, mav be oblcure to orhc.-s mu 
arc !t:- ccqujir.:cJ vvitii o.ir rcncr^I intention, Icf& fiwilIeJ '!i t::e r«:r* 
tii» i>f I in^ujir. r: \c\% «c«.iit!nir.cJ to the ftile ot laws. 

h i' to \m: corfidcreJ, that tills Uw will cuiciiy Affci^ a cu j :< 
men very li:t!e ini'iructcJ in literature, and vcrv unable co «:r.« ■•- 
frrenrcs ; men to whom wc often find it neccliary in coirnio.-: ::^ 
t) uic I> ng explanations, and familiar illutlrations, and of vh.r: s 
nuy be :.<>: unrc.irt>ii4b1y fufpcclcd, that the famewantof e>i«ca:*x, 
which :iukc> ii;rni ig reran t, may make them pc:uiacL, ar.i a: c:.^ 
inc;:i.e i:u.;i to wrangle, anJclcprac ihtm of the mc^ni vi v« .^ 
ipfit their coniro.cr.u'S. 

Thj: bjitli w.n-huiJers and foidiers are for the grea:et! fX"? •'* 

th:i I-:-* 2i.(\ :in',r:r, I fjpp '.e, ^ir, every g'.r.r'.cinan kccw« :.*ai 

ff^ .'• ib.c.wri.n ; a::i; thc:cJu;c it wi.l, I h.ij^, be chcach: »:*k^ 

City I J il^.we.i ;<o Vxu \i^VA\^:.4\^^^ ar. J 10 give ibcm la»s« 
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Krms of which they will know the meaning ; we (hall otherwife more 
Mifulc the intereftofthe lawyers than the inn-holders, and only by 
alteration produce a neceffity of another* 
I am therefore defirous. Sir, that all the difficulties, which have 
mentioned by every gentleman on this occafion, (hould be re* 
by clear, familiar, and determinate expreffions; for what 
bcjr have found difficult, may calily be to an inn-holder or foldier 
bfolute^ inexplicable. 

^ I cannot but declare, while I am fpeaking on this fubjed, that 
9 my opinion, two quarts of liquor will be a fufficient allowance, 
f we confider the demands of nature, more cannot be required ; 
f wc examine the expence of the inn-holder, he ought not to fupply 
aldiers with a greater quantity for nothing. It is to be remembered, 
froall beer, like other liquors, is charged with an excife in pub- 
houfes, and that two quarts will probably coft the landlord a 
penny, and as we cannot fuppofe, that fire, candles, vinegar, fait, 
Mepper, and the ufe of utenfilsf and lodging, can be farniflieil for 
pb than three pence a day, every foldier that is quartered upon a 
ipUIck houfe, may be confidered as a tax of fix pounds a year ; 
iBeavy burthen, which furely ought not to be aggravated by unne- 
Itfary impofitions* 

.Tbe committee having gone through the bill, and fettled the 
amendments, the chairman was ordered to make his report the 
next day. 
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9I# report was nad^ and the aminimaits to the claujis in dehati^ wbicb 

thin ran thus : 

tidt tbi •fficers and foldier s to hi quartend and HOeted as afonfaid^ 

JbaU hi received^ andfumijbed with diet and/maU ben by the owners 

9/ the innSy livery JlableSj aU houfes^ viQualting boujes^ • i^c. paj^ 

img and allowing for the fame tbt fever al rates nuniioned. 

frmdid^ that in taft the inn-bolder en whom any rnn-CBnimffiam 

affieers orfoUicrs fiall be quarured by virtue of ibis aS (exapt on m 

A a 4 maircb\ 
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march) /h::H he ^ifrous tj furnlfh [uch 9 fibers §r JilJierj ttiih .-^^ 
dl.'!^ vtic^tr^oii j'lit^ and with clthir fmaU bar or iy.tr ^ n:: tr* 
cetdifin three qu^: ufir each man a day gratis, and to alUxi: z^/f^. rt 
ujtof fire^ andthe necejjary ut:nfils for drijfmg and eating tht:^ w.r 
andJijdH^lvc nctui- :f ju:h his ,\tfiri to the commundi*^' tJF^r^t a'J 
Jl.di fumjh arj all^.v t'i tm the fame accordingly \ then^ and tt ,.J 
cafe the r.zK c:. :. j. '.-*•; cjpcers end fMieri fo quafttred fiaH ft- 
vide tbiir cur. tiV. '...*.'>, i*nJ the cjficer t^ tvh':m it lehn^s to re. .T'. 
or that iLiiGlluci.'y r,':.ive r'v frr, c^ul fulfilhnu of fa^h »rrir-..«- 
viijjiir. l^:tri u>. ij'I: j, ff.iu! pay the ftvernl fumi^ fayah.t .1; \f 
th/ ftrfijier.ee -r.'ihty fcr uitt m:.! fmall heer^ to thr nzn^csm^ \t 
O^^i' i GndfeLiii.rs.if'yef:ul^ cf:J 1.:: to the innh^Uer :»• etter j.- 
Jin en xiL:m fu . h \ cn»c:}:: *rajl: n "-j:. en or fldien u re quartered. 

TliC qucftion being pit whether this c)iurc(hruIJ fland rhu% 

Mr. Carev; r;'oi:c to i!ii>ifi*.cl :— Sir, though it may pcihip :• 
allowcii, that the cirviiniilanccs of our prefcnt fuuation obli^:: l< :j 
fupport a more numeious army in former years, fure!y no jr^.- 
incnt can he drawn from them that can (how the neccfGty cf a ;:> 
fuL- allowance to our f.';ii'jrs, or of ^'jatifving their ticfires b^^ ;:: 
opprciiion of il.^r inn-huIJcr>. 

If", Si.-, ii;e ilcll.':;* «>:" cur encn.ics arc f) n*.2!ic;ous, and :• * 
pov/tr Tf l\.»r;iii. !-'."!;., .:s fi ticrn^r-.J «'jL;mcntjtions of o.:r tror-; t : 
aJd::;oiii ti* our i.j/ir.l !/. iir;-;c5, t^y uj.*,!*.: firtly to ::nj re:"- l ■ : 
u.> rhi* riL-Cwfliiv oi hut^ai incafurcs, that no ulcici's bur: hens ir^-. :: 
impouJ upon llic pcrplc. 

Tofuriilfii two i:i-r:? of hccT^ S!r, every diy for r.othinj, '.-- -*• 
doubtcJly an imp >l.ii »:i fjiyuicr.llv [!r!:vvjs, anJ 1 can t^cc. : 
d.fcf vcr ::o rraVn f" r w ;.;»;:; a:i r.liijwa;i.c « t three (h u'J ic r -i- 
blifl.ttl ; J prrip ) ..I 1;. i:i :;:i to t!; j ; j^t -i^iiT, betuulc 1: cxacT* '" " 
than he cin i.{u rl r > .iMuw, nn I of no bmcfit to the lol^iKr, U.:. : 
it ofiV''* V.in rr.^r ti ..ri ii t Ui vvji'.t. 

M: \V1iIlA^^^. Kt i f; r ke nc\: :o thi'i piirpofe : — Sir, i: .: .; i- 
')'. ■'!-:•.. I I : ini.v ;..'• • : > •, >nJ m i»n anv af:.»ir mifc t;.".iC tr.ii '' 
:"rp'::.i: ■ o: .1 "t..-. i , 1 . n, .i!i..:i thit t!.. ciaui'e to uh*T 
.•: :r.. .» . !i' iV ii\MJ'i\i hi.; rxpn.',. u^fo icndirc, anJ tl.ii u.- '-*- 
\r rhif.*"-; w \'^ i— l«.\rif ' wct/htv c jrro'. Tfics, and na::i.*Ji.- cu*' - 
lions, tc L„4* .:c i; • ivtrir... ; o: w.il\ir.^ •.•ur T^'.tu* upoa fu-^^r*** -'- 
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worthy of contention ; of defeating the expedations of the poblickt 
ahd diverting our enemies rather than oppofing them. 

But, Sir, as nothing has a more immediate tendency to the fecuritjr 
of the nation than a proper ellablifliment of our forces, and the re« 
gulation of their quarters is one of the moft neceflfary and difficult 
parts of the efiablKhment ; it is requifite that we think no queftioa 
of this kind too trivial for our confideration, fince very dangeioui 
difturbances have often been produced by petty difputes. 

The quantity, Sir, of fmall beer to be allowed by the vifiuallerto 
thofe foldiers who (Iiall provide their own victuals, was difputed 
yefterday, and as I thougnt agreed upon ; but fince this queftion it 
revived, 1 muft take the opportunity to declare that we ought not to 
affign lefs than three quarts a day to each man ; for it is to be re« 
membered by thofe who eftimate the demands by their own, how 
much their way of life is different from that of a common foldier, 
and how little he can be chained with wantonnefs and fuperfluityy for 
drinking more fmall liquor than themfelves. 

There are few members of this houfe, who do not, more than 
once a day, drink tea, coffee, chocolate, or fome other cooling and 
diluting infudon ; delicacies which the foldier cannot purchafe, to 
which he is entirely a ftranger, and of which the place muft be fup^ 
plied by fome other cheap and wholefome liquors. 

If, Sir, thofe gentlemen whofe clofe attention to the intereft of the 
inn-holder has perhaps abffradled them, in fome degree, from anjr 
fegard to the neceffities of a foldier, will confent to allow himfivo 
pints a day, I (hall contend no longer ; for though I cannot agree 
tlhat it is a fufficient provifion, yet, as other gentlemei>, equally 
able to judge in this fubjedl with myfclf, are of a different opinion^ 
I (hall (how my regard for their fentiments by defiftiog from op* 
pofition. 

Lord Baltimore fpoke in fubftance as follows :— Sir, I am not 
able to difcovcr any neceffity of compromifingthis debate, by taking 
the mean between the two different opinions, or for denying to the 
folJiers what every labourer or fcrving-man would murmur to be rtm 
fufed for a fingle day. 

I believe, Sir, every gentleman, whoeTtamines theexpenccof bi« 
family, will find that each of his fervaats confumes daily at leaft 

three 
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three quarts of fmall-beer, and furely it is not to be required chat a 
f jidier (hould live in a perpetual ftate of war with bis cooftitttiiooy 
and a conftant inability to comply with the calls of nature. 

General Hakdasyd fpoke to the following purpofe :— Sir, the 
inclination (hown by feveral gentlemen for a penurious and feaMj 
provifion for the foldiers, mull, in my opinion, proceed from an in- 
attentive coniideracion of their pay, and will therefore be rcaovel 
by laying before them an account of his condition, and coapariag 
bis daily pay with his daily expences. 

The whole pay of a foot foldier. Sir, is fix pence a day, of whick 
kc is to pay four pence to his landlord for bis diet, or, what u very 
nearly the fame, to carry fourpence daily to che market, for which 
bow fmall a fupply of proviftons he can bring to his quarters, efpccK 
ally in time of fcarcicy, I need not mention. 

'1 here remain then only two pence, Sir, to be diiburfci foe 
things not immediately necefTary for the prefervation of lifc^but which 
no man cjn want without being defpicable to others and bunhea- 
Ibme to himfeif. Two pence a day is all that a foldier has to lay oat 
vpon cleanlinefs and decency, and' with which he is likewife to km 
his arms in order, and to fupply himfcif with fome part of his cioa!b« 
ifig. If, Sir, after thefe deduAions, he can from two pence a day pro- 
cure himlclr" the means of enjoying a few happy moments :n t^^ vi: 
with his companions over a cupofalcjs not hi* ceconomy mu«:h rr.-:r 
to be envied than his luxury ? Or can ii be char.cd upon h:m thi: r^ 
enJDvs more than his fti.ifc of the felicities of life : I: hs to be c-j- 
theneJ with new expences leil he (hould hoard up il.e publ.ck m..-r«, 
flop the circulation of cc.n, and tarn broker cr L:ur;r w.ih tso 
pence a day ? 

1 have bce:^ fo Ion?" acquainted, Sir, with the f-^Jicr^ chara^:?, 
that I will adventure to kcuic him frcin the charge of avarice, ari :> 
promifc that whatever he Ihall poirefs net neccll'ary to lire, he wLi c::- 
joy to the a ivaiu-j^e of his lii.clord. 

1 hen ilic Advota'c Camprfll louVc in r.Sftance as fcllcwi :•• 
Sir, I am lar f.'jrn munJing t > opp>'>fc this prcpcfiil of ntr^-«>n:f, 
though, '..pen a ii^or.iU:> cxaininaii- n, it n^i^^ht appear mo e :hi' 
the mere wants of nature rtquirc i for I c-nno: but Jeclare that lis 
qrjcflion hab to.i Ion ' en 'a::cd the attention of ihc houfc, and :S^t :tc 
n:pre;c.tt.L.'. «. j u; a m^lry luiioii bcicc wiih ciicinici, and cfu^mb«fel 
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with difficulties, feem to forget their importance and their dignity^ 
by wrangling from diy to day upon a pint of fmall-beer. 

I conceive the bill, which we are now confideiring. Sir, not as m 
perpetual and ftanding law, to be interwoven with oar conftitntion^ 
#r added^ to the principles of our government, but as a temporarf 
eftablifhrnent for the prefent year ; an expedient to be laid afide whea 
Our affairs ceafe to require it ; an experimental eflay of a new pnc« 
ticc which may be changed or continued according to its fuccefs.', 

To allow. Sir, five pints of fmall beer a day to our foldiers for a 
fingle year, can produce no formidable inconveniency, and may, 
though it (hould not be entirely. approved, be of lefs diiadvaatage 
to the/pubiick, than the wafte of another day. 

An alteration was made to five pints inftead of three quarts ; and 
the bill, thus amended, was ordered to be engrofled, and a few 
days. afterwards, being read a third time, was pafled, and or- 
dered to the Lords, where it occafioned no debate. 
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Jl copy of bis majiftfsfpeech being reai^ Mr. Clutterbuck roft^ ani 

/poke asfoUows:^^ 

Sir, the prefent confufion in Europe, the known deligns of the 
French, the numerous claims to the Auftrlan dominions^ the armies 
which are levied to fupport them, and the prefent inability of the queen 
of Hungary to maintain thofe rights which defcend to her from her 
anceftors, and have been confirmed by all the fol^mnities of treaties^ 
evidently require an uncommon degree of attention in our confulta* 
tions, and of vigour in our proceedings. 

Whatevermay be the profef&ons of the French, their real deftgns are 
^afily difcovered, defigns which they have carried on, either openly* 
or in private, for near a century, and which it cannot be expefied 
that they will lay afide, when they are fo near to fuccefs. Their view. 
Sir, in all their wars and treaties, alliances and intriguess has been 
(be aUainment of univcrfal dominion, the dcftrudiop of the rights 
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of nature, and the fubjcAion of all the reft of mankiod ; aor hm 
we any rcafon to imagine that they are not equaUjf sealoos for cbc 
promotion of this pernicious fcheme, while the/ poor troops inta 
Germany, for the ai&ftance of their ally, as when they wafted king* 
domsy laid cities in aflies, and plunged millions into mifcij a^ 
want, without any other motive than the glory of their king. 

But the French are not the only nation at this time labouring far 
the fubverfion of our common liberties. Oar liberties^ Sir, aiv 
endangered by thofe equally interefted with ourfelves in their prefer* 
vation ; for in what degree foever any of the princes who are mam 
endeavouring to divide among themfelvei the dominions of Asisia 
may be pleafed with the acquifition of new territories, and an iou- 
ginary increafe of infl'icnce and power, it muft be evident to all 
who are not dazzled by immediate intereft, that they are only fight- 
ing for France, and that by the deftrudion of the Auftrian f^&Jj, 
they muft in a (hort time fall themfelvcs. 

It is well known. Sir, though it is not always remembered, jhH 
political as well as natural greatneis is merely comparative, and ihsc 
he only is a powerful prince, who 4s more powerful than tbofe wiu 
whom he can have any caufe of contention. That prince, chere* 
fore, who imagines his power enlargeJ by a partition of terr.tc: e^ 
which uivcs h:m fume additional provinces, iray be at lift «:.:i^* 
polniei in his cxpccta:iun» : ior^ it' thij pirti:ijn gives to a-:^^:*;: 
prince already grejttr thin himtelf an opportur.ity of er.crcjii:;- ra 
ftren^th in a degree proport.rmte to his pre/cnt fjpcrioritT, the ■ ^r- 
mcr w.l! fjon tir.d, that he has b:rcn Ub^ur.n^ for nothing, a^;J m: 
his darker n flill (he Umc. 

Such, Sir, i^ i.iC cafe of the ki:*j cf Pr .fHa, vki;o, when he bis 
over lun that part of Gcir:u::y, to wivc'i he roA' lays claim, u ! 
only have weakened the hoafc of Auiiria, without fticcgth^n.. ^ 
himfcif. 

He is a* prfffnt (ic:::c in the pofT.-fn):! cfhis Jz-nlnioi*, brri. c 
neither th' Au'.'.r^.»r.s \vj.:!J fuiTcr the Frri'jh, n.-r the Kic/xr ;v:- 
mit the A:j;'::..'.ns to c:a r.jfe their p »wor b.* lubJjin:: h:rn. l*i.» 
whilj thr prrfrr: c :.^ ^:ic i.»r pjwcr is mair::ai::cJ, ji-'o,: V i.-j 
caution wmuIJ alw.u > ;>r^.:u:c h.m an a!!v w^cr.Ctt." he ih ^•^.J rr a:- 
r-ci:eu; bi: wV.caby h.^ j.lT::^a;icc tr.c Aulhuri Ln-.i!\ Hioll be rM.ceJ, 

\Vi..:c ihcl.Jc:;x4 a ;v.*v:w/.A a^ \\vi'* ^v— -^ ^'^^^'c^V*^^ 
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Uly and ambition, attacked on one fide, and^negleSed 6n the other, 
t is neceffary for thofcwho forcfeethe calamity that threatens them, 
6 exert chemfelves in endeavours to avert it, and to retard the fatal 
ilow> till thofe who, are now lulled by the contemplation of private 
nlvantage, can be awakened into 4 juft concern for the general hap- 
^inefs of Europe, and be convinced that they themfelves can only be 
Ebcure by uniting in the caufe of liberty and juftice, 
" For this reafon. Sir, our fovereign has aflerted the pragmatic fane- 
llbn, and promifed to affift the queen of Hungary with the forces 
which former treaties have entitled her to demand from him ; for this 
libfbn he has endeavoured to rouze the Dutch from their fupinenefs, 
Itid excite them* to arm once more for the common fafety, to indmi- 
Ible by new augmentations thofe powers whofe ardour, perhaps, only 
ilbfifts upon the confidence that they {hall not be refifted, and to ani- 
Hate by open declarations in favour of the houfe of Auftria, thofe 
Nrho probably are only hindered from offering their affiftance, by the 
blur of (landing alone againft the armies of France. 

Tfamt by this conduct he may expofe his dominions on the conti- 
!ient to invafions,- ravages, and the other miferies of war, ^every one 
irbo knows their fituation muft readily allow; nor can it be doubt- 
ed by any man who has heard of the power of the Pruffians and French, 
tkMt they may commit great devaftations with very little oppofition, 
Ac forces of the eledorate not being fufficient to give them battle : 
Ibr though the fortified towns might hold out againft them, that con- 
fideration will very little alleviate the concern of thofe who confider 
A^ tttiferies of a nation, whofe enemies are in poiTeffion of all the 
0pen country, and who from their ramparts fee their harveft laid wafte> 
tl^mA their villages in flames* The fortifications contain the ftrength. 
Vat the field and the trading towns comprife the riches of a people, 
and the country may be ruined which is not fubdued. 
" At therefore. Sir, the eledoral dominions of his majefty are now 
endangered, not by any private difpute with the neighbouring princes, 
but by his firmnefs in averting the general rights of Europe; as the 
Cdnfequences of his condud, on this occafion, will be chiefly bene- 
ficial to Britain, we ought furely to fupport him in the profecution of 
thb defign ; a defign, which we cannot but approve, fince our an* 
ceftors have always carried it on without regard cither to the danger 
•r the expence. 
* In conformity to this maxim of politics^ fg clcad^ C<^u^4.^4\tw^*ci^'^^^ 
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and fo ofcen jultiiied by the votes of the (enate, hai his majcfly beta 
pleafed to declare to us his refolution to adhere to his engage- 
nents, and oppofe all attempts that may be forming in favour of az^ 
iinjuft prctenftons to the prejudice of the houfc of Auflria. *Tts tor 
this end hedefircs the concurrence of his fenate. I hope every gca- 
tleman in this houfe will agree with me that weou^ht to declare oar 
approbation of thefc meafures, in fuch terms as may (how the world, 
that thofe who fhall dare to obftrud them, muft refolve to incur ihe 
refentment of this nation, and expofc themfelves to all the oppofitioa 
which the fenate of Britain can fend forth againll them. Weoagfa: 
to pronounce that the territories of Hanover will be conflJercd on thii 
Mxafion as the dominions of Britain, and that any attack 00 00s or 
the other will be equally rcfentcd. i therefore move, that an humbk 
addrefs be prcfented by this houfe to his majcfty. 

To return our thanks for his fpccch; to exprcfs our dutiful icw 
of his majefly*s ju(t regarJ fjr the rights of the queen of Hafr- 
gary, and for maintaining the pragmatic fanclion; to declare 
our concurrence in the prudent mcafures whicn his majeilT a 
purfuing for theprefervationof the liberties and balance of pnwz: 
in Europe; to acknowledge his majcdy's wirdom and ref^.Ijt:-.% 
in not fatrcriRg hinifclf to be JivcrccJ from ft cadi I y pcricicr ■; 
in his juft purpofcs of fu!h!ii:)g his engagements wiih :hj .n -..: 
of Auftrij: alfoy further to alFiirchli majeitv, that, in i..:': zTii 
and vindication of the honour and dignity of the Kri:rfii c::«r, 
we wiil ett'ccluaily fhind by and fupport his ni.ij.l)y ac:a-: r. 2.. 
pifults and attacks, which any prince or po^vcr, in rc«c:i:.-ncr: 
of the ju(l mcafures whi^h he has fo wifeiv taken, Hi^'l ruu,e 
upon any uf his majef^y'^ djminiuns, though noi bci^."^ .->* :u 
cht* crown of (jrcat liritain. And that in any future ev;r.:H 
which mij^ht make it ncccirary for him Co entrr into ihii la-^rr 
e.\pencc'¥, thi> houfe will enable him to contribute in thr n*vS c* 
fc^lua! manner, to the rj:'p<^rt of t.^c queen of ilungarv, to i'^ 
|:rcvcntinj, by all re-iU'iubie nuvns, the luJierli^n cir the "i^jc 
of Au:1r:a, 41 d !o the :2u:r.t..ir.:r.g tha pr.^mi^c la::c::c«". ^i 
the libciiics a{.d balance uf IJjropc. 
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Yiewtj be readily allowed by thofe who confider the juft meafures 
which are purfued by bis majefty, the end which is intended by them^ 
and the powers by which they are oppofed. 

Mow much it is our duty to fupport the houfe of Auftria it is no^ 
neceflary to explain to any man who has heard the debates of this af-' 
fembly> or read the hiftory of the laft war. How much it is our dutr 
to fupport it, is evident as foon as it is known by whom it is at- 
tacked; by the antient enemy of thefe nations, by the general dif« 
torber of the univerfe, by the formidable opprcfibrs of liberty, exult- 
ing in new acquifitions, inflamed with the madnefs of univerfal mo- 
Barcby, and elated with an opportunity of fubjeding Germany, by 
exalting to the fupreme. power a prince who ihall hold his autboritjr 
cmly by their permiffion. 

The houfe of Auftria, which has fo often ftood forth in defence of 
our common rights, which has poured armies into the field in confe- 
deracy with Britain to fupprefs the infolence of that family which* 
nothing could fatisfy but boundlefs power, now demands the affiftanoe 
which it has fo often afforded ; that affiftance is demanded from us 
by every claim which the laws of fociety can enad, or the didates 
of nature can fugged, by treaties maturely confiderrd, and folemnljr 
confirmed, by the ties of antient friendihip, and the obligations oJT 
common intereft. 

To violate the publick &ith, and to negled the obfervation of trea- 
ties, is to fink ourfelves below barbarity, to .deftroy that confidence 
which unites mankind in fociety. To deny or evade our ftipulationt , 
Sir, is to commit a crime which every honeft mind muft confider 
with abhorrence, and to eftabliih a precedent which may be u(ed 
hereafter to our own defirudion. 

To forfake an antient ally only becaufe we can receive no imme- 
diate advantage from his friend(hip, or becaufe it may be in fome de- 
gree dangerous to adhere to him ; to forfake him whert he moft wants 
Ota* good offices, when he is diftrefled by his enemies, and de&rted 
by Others from whom he had reafon to hope for kinder treatment, 
if the moft defpicable, the moft hateful degree of cowardice and trea- 
chery. 

Tlie obligations of intereft. Sir, it is not often needful to enforce, 
but it may be obferved on this occafion, that a fingle year of negleft 
may never be retrieved. We may. Sir, novi >^ ^\>\^ \o ^my^wx"^^^ 
whom, wbca qocc dUpQ&ffci^ it wU\ no\>>«uv Q>w v^^^\ v^ \t!fe3J«^> 
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sod tbat if we fuSer the boufe of Aufiria to be over-borne, our p> 
flertty through every generation may have reafon to curie our luyoi^ 
cious parfimony, our fatal inaiSivity, and our perfidious cowardicr. 

With what views the king of Pruflia concurs in the French mr;- 
fures, or upon what principles of policy he promilcs to bimulf kzj 
liecurity in the enjoyment of bis new dominions^ it is not cafr u 
conjecture ; but as it is c^fy to difcover, that whatever he noaj f r> 
poTe to himfclfi his conduct ci ii'cntly tends to the ruin uf Lur^pc, :^ 
be may, in my opinion, jufUy be oppofcd, it he cannot be direnciS c: 
made cafy. 

Nor can we» Sir, if thi» oppofition (hould incite him, or anr or^r 
power, to an invafion of his majclly's foreign dominion^ taJt 
tbcm our protedlion and afliltancc : for as they fuircr tur the ci^i: 
which we are engaged to fupport, and fuiTcr only by cur me*.'^'t., 
are, at leaft as allies, obIi|jcd by the laws of equity and the g:.-c:~ 
ipaAs of mankind, to arm in their defence ; and vihac bit be 
claimed by the common right of allies, we (hall furely not ^^'^ 
them, only bccaufc they are more clofely united to us, bccajfe :&ct 
own the fame monarch with ourfclvei. 

Mr. PuLTEKEY fpoke to the following purpofe :— ^ir, with «:^ 
cagernL-fs the French fnatch every opportunity of encreafing th?:: ?• 
flucncc, cxiciiiiing their dcminicns, and oppndin^ ihcir ncij^ir.. 
the exj^ciicncc c\ nuny yc.;r» K.u convinced all h.unpc; ^: «: . i 
evident tli..t unlto fomc power be prckrvcd in a df2-ee ef ihrr: : 
nearly cqu.:l to thL:r:, i:.cir fchcmes, pernicious as ihey are, c^.i.t 
bedcfcj:cJ. 

'I hjt the only power from which this oppcfirirn can be hcr^J, J 
the ho-jL' of Auitn.1, a vc:y fu{crficial view of thi> par; c t ihc g ^ v. 
Will l"jjris::c:i;:y dcmori!lratc j of this wc were lon^ lince Cj 'J-cs^ t 
convince), i*..i: u-c cnipl^vcJ j!! t^ur forces and ^!! o-jr p< !.t. ,.»••; 
aEJr.iiiJ:/L- ::.i. l.oafc. \\ c cnJvavc^urcd not onlv tr> lurr*'):: r - il 
ic» bticJi:.i:;, : . Ii:s, but to ir.vclt it with j.ew fu\ercigD:;c2, a.-v. a- 
ler.d iti .'.'j^.L :■". I ver new Jnminions. 

W r.y u\ ...:■..•. •* \a::;J in our councils ard our rcci -re--, » 
have ! n; tr ,! wi ii. ,,: jiu r.iiivfac)ion» ha^.ng ncitr, S.r, ■- i 

ihc Ltr: ; , '^ i- . n uL'ie to difcovcr the motives to t^e rtf 

iii'KJ, \* : . :. : . Ahiwh we HipulateJ to dcSiv y i^c •*• 

liTiKk \i : . .• .. \%. I \. '^ A. i \o \4*5v\vvXlv end^jtcu •■'/tf 

ercJIi ■ V....;. ; ■: «:.:v^ .; . ** V--\ -W.aXw.^ ^•k'Aw'^Hi^^^^^j^C. 
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gently cultivated, which we had preferred to peace, plenty, and 
Cliches, and for which we had chearfully fupported a tedious, a bloody, 
and an expenfive war. 

This condufi. Sir, raifcs a greater degree of admiration, as the 
authors of it had exhauHed all their eloquence in cenfuring the treaty 
of Utrecht, and' had endeavoured to expofe thofe who tranfaded it to 
the general hatred of the nation ; as they always exprefied in the 
flrongeft terms their dread and deteftation of the French 1 as they 
animated all their harangues, and ftunned their opponents with de- 
clarations of their zeal for the liberties of Europe. 

By what impulfc, or what infatuation, thefe aflertors of liberty^ 
thefe enemies of France, ihefe guardians of the balance of power, 
were on the fudden prevailed on to declare in favour of the power 
whom they had To long thought it their chief intereft and higheft ho* 
nour to oppofe, muft be difcovered by fagacity fuperior to mine. But 
after fuch perplexity of councils and fuch fluduation of condud, it 
is necefljry to enquire more particularly what are the prefent inten* 
tiona of the minidry, what alliances hare been foroKd^ and what 
conditions are required to be fulfilled. 

If we are obliged only to fupply the queen of Hungary with 
twelve thoufand men, we have already performed our engagements ; 
if we have promifed* any pecuniary affiftance, the fum which we have 
flipulated to furni(h oUght to be declared; for I fuppofe at lead our 
eneaf^ements have fome limits, and that we are not to exert all the 
force of the nation, to fight as if fire and fword were at our gates^ 
or an invader were landing armies upon our coafls. 

I have. Sir, from my earlieft years been zealous for the defence 
and exaltation of the Houfe of Aufiria, and Qiall be very far from 
propofing that any danger or diftrefs fbould influence us to defert ic ; 
but I do not eafily difcover by what means we (hall be able to afford 
any efficacious af&ftance ; for the power of Britain confifts chiefly in 
naval armaments, which can be of very little ufe to the queen of 
Hungary, and I know not any ilate |hat will eafily confem to unite 
with us on this occafion. 

If there be. Sir, any Hates remaining in Europe which the French 
can neither intimidate nor bribe, we ought fludioufly to follicit and 
diligently to cultivate their friendlhip; but whether any, except chc 
b^fcovites, are now independent^ or fufficiently confideac of t^ticvt 

ATax. L B b ^^^^ 
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own flrength, to engage in fuch a hazardous alliance, may be j-^^> 
doubted. 

The late grand allianci.'. Sir, wa? fupportcJ at the cxj'cncc c!* th t 
jution alone, nor was it icq Jirv.d ti.im the o:hcr coi:r. dc;.iir> ?«.• ci* 
hjud the licilurc ol their country in the c< n'imon cluic ; I :._:: 
the debt which that wui hjs cnUikd upon ub will ii.Rru^l 1.5 to h: 
Ricre fiu^al in our futuic cn^at^cincn:?, .ir.J to ilipuljtc oris w :: 
wc ni IV r^'^**^:'*) wiihijui involvin:: tl.e nation in niiferv. w...a 
victories an J t!iu!:i(}hb cannot Ciim;>Ciirjto. 

The neceflity, tir, ol public a.cnumy tbii^jcs m-j" to inf:;\ f:: 
before any money (hall bj granted, an ac-. (iitnc K* laiJ bcfVfc !hc 
fenatc in particular tcnnb of the ufe^ to which .t a tr) be a^*:! :«. 
'Vo aHc for fuppiie^ in gcncial terms, is to c.n'...nd t^c ro^c: ?: 
iquandering the public!; niuney at pleafure, and to cla.ai m io ::: 
lar.2ua::e nothing IcU th.m dir[.«j:lcK ajihnriiv. 

It has not l-ccn uncjir.nitn :.ir n;o:iev .rranteJ bv the tVn^ie :?■ .e 
fjient without producing .iny «'f \h?\t: tl7c:"^s which Wt^:r. c.\:rJ*.; 
Irom it, without aJiltinj our ii'liL?, cr hi;ml)I:nj our c:-;:r'. c ; -■- 

therd'orc ih' ic is rcaiwii i»»r li. :> .liji* i!u: i:.^-;uv ha* i.-n..: .^ 

• ■- • 

been afiCid foroneufe and a.^j^iKM :.« :.:.. :::.r. 

I:"oi;r co'iciiricr^cc, > r, :i iv. ie:'..:v t » inct«.-.ife h!*. ir. ■•••%. "- 
f-'jc.-.ce c n !'::.• c)r.'!n. iit, i > n.iu.-ic t' . ,'i .;: '. .1 :. c h - •. ■ a . 

1 :.'..•, «.r til ir:ul> tiu li:;:..:' . it t:.c ;■ . ':i k :..: : . : , 
v.: .'.::• \ wwi:- w.lli tJu* r:i. : /. ..i^iis ../■. 4 ^u'-.s ;■ . i .. ^ ■ : 
t: ;:i in .::iv i »[;: ot .t;:,:r4 '. .::ion ti: .1 !.:}..:.c , r. : *■ ■ :*j:-. : • . : 
I r j! ;. i:.Lh!,ii .It i:ii; Dit.ni ;::.J v.\ !'.-c^ i.« «.::l : ... t. L' v. ; . " • • 

I r(.iv ....'.J (II ih-j I'o'u p!-".-^ <■. I!.»ii..v.f, ». r.. ■..:.. .: !.-i.:. \% " *: 

{■If* V"''i'"«1.. »'■■ ' • .''l.'vl' •■ • • » 

ll.i'i^j i: v.t X'l I'j- t^'ici 1 .;; r ^I i r i ..■ .. i. 

• Jl'l 'Ir* •■I'll ' -i»,t. .•■.-. ', .•• 

.• I«lti«-a«i>-. . ai.lli ... I .■)■ ...••• ■■ >. •• «.•■ • 

l' c ii.'.vcr? I ; I .•: ^ ■■ J ■..■I.I-. r.,- i ! . i .»■•-. • ■..■■• ^ 

t^ .: : ^: I !;.. v.:.: .:.:.• . \ :.. \ ■ . .1 : • 

1 -V .-.k:, .■■ liil, \s .. !i ! . . .. ..",:...■. ."■:..■ 
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reconcile others to their part of the calamities of war. This, Sir, I 
have advanced, in confidence that fufficicnt Care (hall be taken, that 
in any new alliance we (hall be parties, not principals, that the 
expence of war, as the advantage of viQoTy, (hall be common ; anJ 
that thofe who (hall unite with us will be our allies^ not our merce- 
naries. 

Mr. WALPotE then fpoke to the following purpofe: — Sir, it is not 
without reafon that the honourable gentleman defires to be informed 
of the ftipulations contained in the treslty by which we have engazed 
to fupport the pragmatick fandtion, for 1 find that he either nevef 
knew them or has forgotten them ; and therefore thofe reafonings 
which he has formed upon them fall to the ground. 

We are obliged. Sir, by this treaty, to fupply the houfc of Auftila 
with twelve thoufand men, and the Dutch^ who were engaged in it by 
our example, have promifed a fupply of five thoufand. This force, 
joined to thofe armies which the large dominions of that family en- 
able them to raife^ were conceived fufficient to repel any enemy by 
whom their rights (hould be invaded. 

But becaufe in afiFairs of fuch importance nothing is to be left to 
hazard, becaufe the'prefervation of the equipoife of power, oil which 
the liberties of almoft all mankind, who can call themfelves free, 
muft be acknowledged to depend, ought to be rather certain, th^in 
barely probable } it is (lipulated farther, both by the French and our^ 
felves, that if the fupplies fpecified in the firft article (hall appear in- 
fufficicnt, we (hall unite our whole force in the defence of our ally, 
and ftruggle once more for independence, with ardour proportioncJ 
to the importance of our caufe. 

By thefe (lipulationi, Sir, no engagements have been formed that can 
hf imagined to have been prohibited by the z& of fettlement, by whrci 
jt is provided, that the houfe of Hanover (hall not 'plunge this nation 
into a war, for the fake of their foreign dominions, without the con- 
Ibnt of the fenate ; for this war is by no means entered upon for the 
particular fecurity of Hanover, but for the general advantage of 
Europe, to reprefs the ambition of the French, and to prei'crve 
ourfclves and our pofterity from the moft abjeS dependence upim 
m nation exofperated againft us by long oppofition, and hereditary 
hatred. 

Nor is the ad of ictttcixient only prcftrvcd unriolated by the rea- 
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fons of the prcfciit alliance, but by the regular concurrence of the 
fcnate which his majcfty has defired, notwithfUnding his indubi* 
tabic right of making peace and war by his own authority. Icancoe 
therefore iniagine upon \^hAt pretence it can be urged* that the law, 
vhich requires tliat no war (hail be made on accountof the Haooveriaa 
dominions without the confcnt of the fcnate, is violated, when tc a 
evident that the war is made upon other motivcsy and the concur- 
rence of the fcnate is folemnly defired. . 

}>ut fuch is the malevolence with which the conduct of the ai* 
miniftration is examined, that no degree of integrity or vigilaooecaa 
fecure it from cenfure. When in the prefcnt qucftion truth and na- 
Ton are evidently on their fide, pad tranfidions are recalled to ae- 
mory, and thofe meafures are treated with the utmoft degree of ceo- 
tcmpt and ridicule, of which the greateft part of the audience hnt 
probably forgotten the rcafons, and of which the authors of tbca 
do not always {land up in the defence, becaufe they are weary of rt» 
pcating arguments to thole who liilen with a refolution never td be 
convinced. 

How well, Sir, thofe by whom the miniftry !s oppofed, have fdC- 
ceeded in hardening their minds againil the force of rcaion, is evi- 
dent from t!ieir conflant cuftum of ap^>caling from the fenat? to :ix 
people, and puhlifhmg in p.miphK't5 thofe arguments wh.^h i^rc 
have found thcmfclvcb in this alVimb!^ unable to fupp rt ; a pr.,: .c 
which difcovers rather an tbUinatc relolution to ui>:liu:l ihr :^- 
vcrnmcnt, than sural for the prfijcrity of their country, an J »•» 2, 
to fpralc ofit in the fofteft terms, Icems to be fujijeftcd n'.vrc : :-: 
dvfire of ponul riiy than the li»vc of trutli. 

Mr. Sandys fpokc to ih-* ctt'cct following :— Sir, rotv\i;hftir: •: 
the Cf>nr:JK^'ncc with which il;ii motion has been oltcitd aiii de'enJ i^ 
notvvi:!;ft^:.Jiiii^ liic fpecious .npjicar.incc of rcfpecl to hi9 m;.rr;»r. r^ 
whitli i: i> i'.v:in-.mcnded, I ;if.i not aflumed to declare, t^a: r ;> 
fc^rs to nu* i.jcojiliiJcnt vv,:h thj trull rcpoIeJ in us I v v-i c -; •*• 
twe.;:^^ w:.o owe their aiic^j jiilw lu the kiiv^ of Britai.i, Ar.i co; ta 
liic ilwCior ol I lan.i-.Lr. 

It v.ii. I'c ur-cj, >. ,r, i v th.- : ; j;Ir, wlurn wc f;l hc;c t^j re::: :r', 
th..t li.iv iiie ulrcjilN t nil .iii;it.ii witli dibi^ i'oiiti4s.lcd m a !^:e ««- 
f:o.;; whuM, ;:;icr :I;c txr.i.cu «: n.aiiv n.i'I.f :.*, and the c:"::iv 
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they are now loaded with taxes for the fupport of another, of which 
they perceive no profpe«5l of a very happy or honourable conclufiony 
of cither fejcurity or profit^ either conquefts or reprifals, and that they 
are therefore by no means willing to fee themfelves involved in any 
new confederacy, by which they may entail on their pofterity the 
fame calamities, and oblige themfelves to hazard their fortunes and 
their happinefs in defence of diftant countries, of which many of 
them have fcarcely heard, and from which no return of aflidance is 
expeded. 

Mr. Walpole fpoke again to this purpofe : — Sir, though it is not 
necciTary to refute every calumny that malice may invent, or cre- 
dulity admit, or to anfwer thofe of whom it may reafonably be con- 
ceived that they do not credit their own accufations, I will yet rife 
once more in vindication of the treaty of Hanover, to fhew with 
how little reafon it is cenfured, to reprefs the levity of infult, and the 
pride of unreafonable triumph. 

The treaty of Hanover, Sir, how long foever it has been ridiculed, 
and with whatever contempt thofe by whom it was negotiated have 
been treated, was wife and juft. It was juft, becaufe no injury was 
intended to any power, no invafion was planned, no partition of do- 
minions flipulated, nothing but our own fecurity deiired. It was wife, 
becaufe it produced the end propofed by it, and eftablifhed that 
fecurity which the Auftrians and Spaniards were endeavouring to 
dcftroy. 

The emperor of Germany, Sir, had then entered into a fecret 
treaty of alliance with Spain, by which nothing lefs was defigncd 
than the total de({ru£Uon of our liberties, the diminution of our 
• commerce, the alienation of our dominions, and the fubverfion of 
our conflitutlon. We were to have been expelled from Gibraltar 
and totally excluded from the Mediterranean, the pretender was to 
have been exalted to the throne, and a new religion, with the flavery 
that always acco)npanies it, to have been introduced amongft us, and 
Oftend was to have been made a port, and to have (bared the poor 
remains of our commerce to foreign nations. 

This unjuft, this malicious confederacy, was then oppofed with 
the utmoft vehemence ^y the Imperial general, whofe courage and 
military capacity are celebrated throughout the world, and whofe 
political abilities and knowledge of the affairs of Europe, were cq^ual 
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to hi3 knowledge of war. He urged with great force, thit I'uc'i a 
confederacy vviiuid difiinite the empire for ever from the mzniise 
powers, by wluch it had been fuppoited, and which were en^i^f 

by one c.'imnon interell in the promotion of its piofptrit) : b;«t ts 
rc::^'alirsnccs availed fioLhin«:, and the rilliance was concluded. 

\V'hcn cur ar.ticnc allies, who had been To ofcen fuccoured with or 
tfCsruie, ;«!id i'ef. ndcJ by our arms, had entered inso Inch en^a??- 
n.cnts ; when it wa^ flipulated not only to impoveriQi but enili^e ,i\\ 
n pt cnly to wcalccn us abioaJ, but to dirpfive us of evtry di.r^ix 
CtinfurJ ; whtn a iVheme was forme*! that would have fpread ir.iljr? 
o\e'- ihc whole !:a:ion, and have ext.-ndvd its conirquenccs to lir 
low eft onlcr; ui" tlic community, it was furcly neccliuiy t'j frullra:: 
it i V Inyr.c •liliai.cc, ai'.d with whom could wc then unite, bat mz\ 
Ifance? 

Thib ii not the only fact on which gentlemtn hive \rr.!ur:i la 
f|)ca'i; with ^reut fiecdi:m wiclu ut fuiTicimt infiirmat:«j:Y \ I'-.c «.. r..d 
(f oiir allic> i:i the Uic wai has been no lefa nufje^ re. cue ! tran .t*i 
of I ur miuil\'rs in their nei^otiations. Thc) have been tha-^rc ». 5 
iin; ount' upijn u% thc while expeticc of thc conrcJcrat ' , v. ■ :.: r 
ir.ay ic rr^vcd b::\o:id contrcveiy, that the unnurf! ch*'^c v. u^ 
l)\iU !i vv.t - t:. . r.^illu tis. 

Nvi M.ti tnrv, >ir, oiilv c-^nuilM::c 2:i:iUi'.!. t;. ;. lir^.'v t. : : 
CO!:.n.t»n c r;:' , but when uf* liM cic ihj aliiaLiL^ « a: i: il " : - ? 
uh.i:.i!;ip:^ J •"■•.r ^.Ivnr.tapfS wo h -A L-.i.til, thf\ i -.t.-.c.'. -. j: :• 
cci. Tiivi ii-v !'.. I OAii }.iv, u;ivi t\j '-liJtU r.mc ii.i i- /.* n a : * 
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Mr. ViNER fpoke thus :— Sir, it is, in my opinion, an inconteft- 
able maxim, that no meafures are eligible, which arc unjud, and 
that therefore before any refolutions are formed, we ought to examine 
not what motives maj be fuggefted by expedience, but what argu* 
inents may be advanced by equity on one part or the other. 

If I do not miflake the true intent of the addrefs now propofed, 
we are invited to declare that we will oppofe the king of Pruilia in 
his attempts upon Silefia, a declaration in which I know not how 
any man can concur, who knows not the nature of his claim, and 
the laws of the empire. It ought therefore. Sir, to have been the 
firft endeavour of thofe by whom this addrefs has been Co zcalouHy 
promoted, to (how that his claim, fo publickly explained, (o firmly 
urged, and fo ftrongly fupported, is without foundation in juftice or 
in reafon, and is only one of thofe imaginary titles, which ambicioa 
may always find to the dominions of another. 

But no attempt has been yet made towards the difcuiEon of this 
important qucAlon, and therefore I know not bow any man can 
call upon us to oppofe the king of Pruffia, when his claim may pro- 
bably be juft, and, by confequence^ fuch as, if it were necefTary for 
us to engage in the affairs of thofe difiant countries, we ought to join 
wich him in afTerting. 

Lord Gage fpoke next in fubfianceas follows : — Sir, as no mem- 
ber of this alTembly can feel a greater degree of zeal for his majcfty's 
honour than myfelf, none (hall more readily concur in any expreffion 
of duty or adherence to him. 

But I have been always taught that allegiance to my prince is con- 
fident with fidelity to my country, that the interefl of the king and 
the people of Great Britain is the fame, and that he only is a 
true fubjed of the crown, who is a fteady promoter of the happincfs 
of the nation. 

For this reafon I think it neceflary to declare, that Hanover is al- 
ways to be confidered as afovereignty feparate from that of Britain, 
and as a country with laws and intereils didindt from ours ; and that 
it is the duty of the reprefentatives of this nation, to take care that 
intereils fo different may never be confounded, and that Britaiii may 
incur no expence of which Hanover alone can enjoy the advan- 
tage. 

If the eleflor of Hanover (hould be engaged in war with any of 
the neighbouring foverei^ns, who (hould be enabled by a viflocx ta 
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enter info the country, and carry the terrors of war through all hii 
territories, it would by no means be neceflary for this natioo to ia* 
terpofe; for the elector of Hanover might lofe his dominions wids- 
cut any difadyantage or dilhonour to the emperor or people oi 
Britain. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

jjprll 16, 1741. 

PEBATE OW A MOTION FOR SUPPORTISC THE Ql'EEK Of 

HUNGARY. 

His majcfty went this day to the houfe of Lords and after h 1 1^ 
ient to feveral bills, he, in a fpecch fiom the throne to b: 1 
houfes of the fcnate, acquainted them, that the war rifci 
againft the queen of Hungary, and the various claims on t^ 
late German emperoi's fucceffion, might cxpofc the domiei.^ei 
of fuch princes as (hould incline to fupport the prjomitick fire- 
tion to imminent djni;cr. That the cjuccn ofllun^sr^ rr^- 't^ 
the 12,000 men ftipulated by treat), anJ thcfcupon he h^^' «• 
manded of the king of Denmark, nnJ of the kin^ * i S*clt^ 'i 
Sovereign of Hcflc Caflcl!, their rdicclive bodies of trr-ri, ,* 
6OCO men each, to be in readineis to n^arch fo her a£**:2Ct. 
That he was concerting fuch further mvafures a? mar d *apr>-- 
all dangerous defigns forming to the prejudice ^.t tht h.;^- f « 
Auftria, which mi^ht make it nccclHiry for h m to enter f*-a 
flill Urgcr cxpcnces for mainjainin-^ the prjgn.atick (ir^'iiX, 
He therefore, in a conjuncture ft» critical, Jcured the corcT^* 
yence of his icn^te, in cnabhng him to contf;butr, m the • .i 
effcflual manner, to the fupport of the quern o* Iljn*irT, ite 
preventing, by all reafonable mcjrif, the lu^ rrfi. .1 o: t-c he v 
of A'jftri.i, a: d to the maint^ininj tl c l;l c t;t s An ? V^ x ^: si 
piiWtf i.i I'!uro,>c. 

•fh hr,wrtcrC> mmons, »n th^-Ir nM.cf- upon thh occir.-,:, n* 
j'tiiJ z »!..iii*..l (cwic of hi> m«j'ft\'> lufl rr^.irj for trc r'^fas 
pt tht i;;..ci; ct' lluri;^3ry, aivJ fji lb*, maiclaaxinj the ;*'•:»»• 
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tick fandicn ; they declared their concurrence in the prudent 
meafures which his majefiy was purfuing for the prefervation of 
the liberties and balance of power in Europe ^ they aflfured his 
majeftyy that, in juftice to, and vindication of the honour and 
dignity of the EritlOi crown, they would effc<^ual]y ftamd by 
and fupport his majefty againft all infults and attacks, which 
any power, in refentment of the juft mcafures which he had b 
wifely taken, Oiould make upon any of his majcfty's dominions^ 
though not belonging to the crown of Great Britain. They fur- 
ther affured his majefty, that in any future events which might 
make it necelTary for him to enter into flill larger expences, thej 
would enable him to contribute in the moil effectual "lanner to 
the fupport of the deiigns he propofed. 

His majedy, in his anfwer to this addrefs, obferved their rea* 
dinefs in enabling him to make good his engagements with the 
queen of Hungary, and the aOlirances given him not to fuffer 
his foreign dominions to be infultcd on account of the meafures 
he was purfuing for the fupport of the pragmatick (andion, &c. 

In confequence of this procedure, the houfe, purfuant to order« 
refolved irftlf into a committee, toconfider of thefuppliesgrant'- 
cd to his majcily. 

Upon this occafion, a motion was made by Sir Robert Walpole 
for a grant of three hundred thoufand pounds for the fupport of 
the queen of Hungary, on which a:ofe the following debate* 

Sir Robert Walpole fupported his motion by a fpcech in fub- 
ftance as follows:— -Sir, the neccfliry of this grant appears fo plainljr 
from the bare mention of the purpofes for which it is afked, that I 
can fcarcely conceive that its rcafonablenefs will be ditputed. I caa 
lliCcover no principles upon which an objedion to this motion can be 
founded, nor the Ic^d arguments by which fuch obje^ion can be 
Itipported. 

The indifpenfjble obligations of pub!ick faich, the great ties hj 
vhich nations are united, and conft^deracies formed, I cannot fup« 
pofe any man inclined to invalidate. An exacl performance of oa« 
ti jnal promifes, an inviolable adherence to treaties, is enforced at 
Ofife by policy and juftice, and slA laws both of heaven and earth. 

PahUt 



378 DEBATE ON [APHa 

Publick perfidy. Sir, like private difiionefty, whatever tempo 
advantages it may promife or produce, is always upon the w 
the parent of mifery. Every man, however profperous, muft fi 
times wiih for a friend, and every nation, however potent, AaA 
need of an ally ; but all alliances fubfift upon mutual confJe 
and confidence can be produced only by unlimited integrity, 
known firmnefs, and approved veracity. 

The ufe of alliances. Sir, has in the lad age been too much n 
rienced to be corteiicd ; it is by le.igues well concerted, and In 
obferved, that the weak are defended againft the ftrong. that boi 
are fct to the turbulence of ambition, that the torrent of pow 
rcftrained, and empires prefcrvcd fiom thofc inundations of war, t 
in former times, laid the world in ruins. By alliances. Sir, 
cquipoife of power is maintained, and thof? alarms and apprti 
fions avoided, which muft aril'e from daily \icTu:udes of en; 
and the fluctuations of perpetual cont. i\. 

That it is the inicreft of this nation to cu!:ivatc the fiier.dfiii 
the houfe of Auflria, to protect its rights, aMj iVcure i:« I'jc.fS 
to inform it when miftalcm, and to aiTid it when atrac^eJ, i 
lowed by every pirry. tvery man, ^ir, kiiuwi :h-c ihr en!, pc 
that can fcnfibly injure us, by oblhu^iing o.i c mrr.trcc, « : " 
ing our domiiiions, u Frii.cc, A^i:nit wr.ich r.o c* i.:.v:». r^. \ c* 
formed, except with the houie of A-!!ria, ir -i v^n arfj:^ ^ 
efficacious fupport. 

The hrmeft bord of alliances is miirual ii'tcrtf:. Ts*tn e 
unite a^ainft him whcm they have ail s-qtul re.: i: ro f.-: i.. 
hate, l»v whom they have bc,n cqu.il!v ii;u;tJ, jr.J bv y^'r.' ^. 
liilV^Jl that no opportunity will be loit of rcnr*:ng hu er.c:^, 
n.cnrs. Such is the liatc ut this na:ion, and o: :hc A.i:.- ^n. 
arc e^Uwl! y endangered by :lic Frcnch'grcatr.cfs -'d cnuz *. ^rr 
eo 3j:-:rirt it by hcredilary animof/Jes, ar.»i l* ntiiU c.;.:.; «c- : 
one a ,r to another ; we arc convirccJ that, h».'vvc.cr c f^tr -a 
flatter. J or cartlicJ, while ihc oilier i> i. \a..'C , c.cr-, i*!. * .: *. 
ui b.'th, and that wc ate Jividcu t'i.ly (;-.at wc i. u, tc a.tfc c 

ki I li'.r rer/on we en.'a^cJ in the t'lr-p. :: i.f :hc f-r.*'':ai?u4 {; 

tuir., mi itijj'at. J to itciirc ihc ln». .iu\ irc-vii to t:;c dj-^!t:e 

.' /i*..J;.j, \*huU was ii-^th.n^ luuic .ha;i :c jin'i.;.,-, ih^t y^c m 
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>ur to prevent our own defiruQion, by oppofiiig the cxalta- 
a prince who (hould owe his dignity to the French, and ia 
lence of fo clofe an alliance, fecond all their fchemes, admit 
ir claims, and (acrifice to their ambifion the happinels of a 
art of mankind. 

. would probably be the confequence, if the French (hould 
e power of conferring the Imperial crown* They would 
le emperor in perpetual dependence, would, perhaps. Cake 
)n of his hereditary dominions as a mortgage for their expen- 
)uld awe him with the troops which they fent under a pretence 
ini^ him, and leave him only the titles of dominion, and the 
s of empire. 

lis {late would he remain, whilft his formidable allies were 
ing their dominions on every fide. He would fee one power 
i after another, and himfcif weakened by degrees, and not 
prived of his throne, becaufe it would be unneceflary to de- 
him ', or he would be obliged to foUicit our affiftance to break 
IS flavery, and we Ihould be obliged, at the utmoft hazard, and 
xpence not to be calculated, to remedy what it is, perhaps, 
our power to prevent with very little difficulty. 
t this danger is too near to be merely chimerical, that the 
of Hungary is invaded, and her right to the Imperial dignity 
ed, \i well known ; it is therefore the time for fulfilling our 
ments : engagements of the utmoft importance to ourfelves 
r poflerity ; and I hope the government will not he accu(ed 
lifion, if for three hundred thoufand pounds the liberties of 
: (hall be prefer ved. 

cannot deny this grant without a£ling in oppofition tooor 
sfcflions of fupporting his majedy in his endeavours to main* 
e pragmatick fan^ion, and of aflifiing him to dtfend his fo- 
ominions from any injuries to which thofe endeavours fhould 
thLm, .for how can he without forces defend his dominions, 
his ally, or how can he maintain forces without fupplies? 
Shippen next rofe and fpoke thus : — Sir, as I have always 
cured to a^ upon convi£iiun of my duty, to examine opini* 
fore I admit them, and to fpc^k what 1 have thought the truth, 
)t eafjiy change my condud, or retra^ my aflertions; nor am 
red from repeating my arguments when I have a right to fpeakj 
remembrance ilvtt they have formcclj \>^cu ui^\35y;^l^^v\% 
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Every mtn» when he is confident himfelf, conceives hioifclf ib?,* 
perfuade others, and imagines that their obftinacy proceeds from ae 
motives than reafon ; and that, if he fails at one time to gain a 
his audience, he may yet fucceed in fome happier moment, «! 
their prejudices (hall he difCpated, or their intercfl varied. 

For this reafon, though it cannot be fufpeded that I hare forj 
ten the refentmcnt which I have formerly drawn upon mifclf, bf 
open declaration of my fentiments with regard to Hanover, I b 
upafrain, with equal confidence, to make my proteflatiuns azai 
any interpofition in the aiFairs of that country, and to avow iitr i 
like of the promife lately made to defend it: a promiie, inconfi^ 
in my opinion, with that important and inviolable law, the Ji 
S f ttliount f ^-' z prom'ik^ which, if it could have been forekooi 
would perhaps have for ever precluded from the fucceiEon that d! 
irious family, to which we owe fuch numberlcf» blciEngf, \uAc 
tinued felicity ! 

Far be it from me to infinuate that we can be too grateful to 
mijc-Ay, or too zealous in our adherence to him ; only let us rrtn 
bcr that true gratitude confilh in real brncfit$« in promotinv the! 
ir<tcrcfl of him to whom we are indibred ; anu furciv, bv hjia*: 
the welfare of Kritain m defence of flanovir, we fhaM vm '. 
ccfiluit the jd\ant:'.j:r, o*" promote the cireainil* of our fo\rf--.:r. 

It i> wcil known how i neon fidcr able, in ihv fi^I.t of tf*: ic S* »" 
the fuccefThin wa*. eftibliihtJ, Hanover appeared, in c«j.i.p: !vn i 
Britain. Thofcmin, to whom even ihiir cne:i.;es f.awe :.'j\>t. 
uic \ pra-fe for knowIcJ '.r and capacitx, and vi'!':.i have t»CN:n ii ':^ 
ctclr.-i! hy manv, who hj\c jo;:itd in the !a(t aJiircfj, fzr • 
h^.r.'-i"! /«a!, anJ the love of iht ir coui.try, er.a.te.l, thar ??•; 4 
C'i iir.:.tiii fnoiild never iiiit thofe irr.puitanc Uti .: ^r.z\ u :«^ 
h w o { »ii:nnly proiiineJ ro Jcfcf.J, at ihe ha/arJ or" t •.: h::r : 
J: w.^cvidcnily then dcf. ^n thai our foveri';:K ir.^'oiTc.' b\ :r.e 
of f IN fiew fuhjcct*, a earo, which, as ilie.- r. «:'•>:: a r»'v i.t.:^; 
wr.uiii di it' ironi ^luiiiude tor di^'mtv an J power lo iib«ra!.v cec 
rel, r..r.t]iJ in tir.ie f.>r:'cc that con.cr ot the earth ..11 w...c^ & i 
cell or: JiaJ iei:.!cJ, an J a-^, no! as cleclor tjf Ha:w %-cr, . -: *.> 4 
<»f lirrtain, a the " :veri:Qr of a i:ir.-h:v na;: jH, a;iJ the Uzl wf J 
tiuininior.:. 

Jr wa-. cxpref ly celcrmined, that this nation fliJuIJ nevtr Ic 

\OiicJ in vw toi vV.^ icWA^^ ^l ^^ ikv.^\.t^\vic»\ ^^ t,bc 
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and doobtlefs the fame p^iqr that has reftrained us from extending 
oar conqocfts in countries, from whidi fome advantages might be 
receivcd» ought to forbid aU ezpenfire and hazardous oieafiirest 
br the (ake of territories from whence no benefit can be reaped. 

Nor are the purpofes. Sir, for which this fupply is demanded, the 
Hiljr objeAions that maj be urged againft it* for the manner in which 
K is aiked, makes it neceffirj at leaft to delay it. The minifters have 
seeo fo little accuftomed to refufals that they have forgot when to afk 
vith decency,^ and exped the treafure of the nation to be poured 
apofi them, whenever they ihall think it proper^ to hint that they 
liave difcovered fome new opportunity of expence. 

It is neceflary, that when a fupply is defired, the hoofe fhould be 
informed, fome time before, of the fum that is required, and of the 
cads to which it is to be applied, that every member may confider, 
it leifure, the expediency of the meafures propofed, and the propor« 
tidi of the fum to the occaiion on which it is demanded ; that he may 
examine what are the mod proper methods of raifing it, and perhaps 
enquire with what willingnefs his conftituents will advance it. 

Whether any man is enabled by his acutenefs and experience, to 
determine all thefe queflions upon momentaneous reflection, I cannot 
decide. For my part, Iconfcis myfclf oneof thofe on whom nature 
has beftowed no fuch faculties, and therefore move that the confide- 
ration of thb fupply may be deferred for a few days : for if it be 
now prefied upon us, I (hall vote agiinfl it, becaufe I do nof yet fully 
dificoTcr all the reafons for it, nor all the confequences .which it may 
produce, and I think myfelf obliged to know for what purpofe I 
give away the money which is not my own. 

Mr. VxKER fpoke as follows: — Sir, whatever may be the ncccf- 
icy of maintaining the pragmatick fandion, or whatever the obliga* 
Joos of national pads, of which I hope no man is defirous of counte- 
lanciog the negle£t, yet they cannot oblige us to arm without an 
•nemy9 to embarrafs ourfelves with watching every poifibility of 
langer, to garrifon dominions which are not threatened, or aflert 
rights which are not invaded. 

Xhe expediency of maintaining the houfe of Auftria on the Impe- 
rial throne, it is not at prefent neccilary to aflert, becaufe it does not 
Kppcar that any other family is afpiring to it. There may indeed be 
whifpersof fecret defigns and artful machinations, whifpers, perhaps, 
Iprcad only to affright the court into treaties, or the fenate into 
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grants ; or dcfigns, which, like a thoufand others that e\r'v dir ,—>- J 
ducef, innumerable accidents may defeat, which ma\ be -.':'.': «er;:, 
not only before they arc cxccuteJ, but before they arj :..."v : tt,z^^ 
and which therefore are not worthy to engrofs much of c-jt a?::n::::, 
or to cxhauft ihe wealth of the people. 

The pra^maiick fanction is nothing more th.in a fci:!tm.n: c::)t 
Imperial dignity upon the eldell daughter of the late Ciermar cT:rc- 
ror and her fon, and if (he has no fun, upon the ion of ch: tfc::i 
d.iughtcr 9 nor has the crown of Britain, by en^a^inj: to (upp :: trit 
£in«f)ion, prom i fed any thing more than to prefer vc this o:J.r li 
fuccefHon, tvhi^h no power at prcfent is en.icavcuiin^ :u i.T:t:rt-r, 
and which therefore at prcfent rcijuircs no defence. 

The difputc, Sir, between the kin^: of Pruilia anJ th: i,-jr;T! -f 
Hungary is of a difiVrent kind, nor i^i it oui July t • e:'.-::c i- j, 
cith(.r as pirtic^ or juJ^e». He lays claim to ccru n I'.vtc.'n 
ufurp:d, as he a!le^-vi, fn.m his anccflors by the Au'.l.^*:, :.t », 
and aflerts, by for^*-', this ci-iim, which is e:;jji!y \m':J, w:. :-.:: rt 
queen be tinprcfs or nut. \\ c have no ri lis ii» !i i :i k^\> %\ r\ r. •-% 
or cll:^a:ioa to examine \]\c iuft:cc of hi^ di.in-!;.S. I: r.- :■ f- i 
endcavcurin^ to ^..in whut hu-* bcciMuiiiblv %* :;h I::'.: : . -. •».=, 
what Tl^hi have wc i.> oi^li.u.i I:is uu :*.r.;i'ikii-.. : A:» i .. •-. .•;2 
can fiu w ^\l: e: ::;Ie, i':.- ;>, i.kc .11 (.::-.e. i^..-c . -: '^ -s 

m ipt..Mt i: ; n«'i ..:c \s:* i: c. ;!.4 .!/ ii> iriv t I'u: ..iv w» : :.. ' . . :? ^;- 
tw.i^ :. K \ ^ :^: .:> I *^t J::*.: :. ^i: : r nt » i>ki i.i, >::. 
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lowcver united by long alliances to the houfe of Auftria, or however 
endangered by revolutions in the empire, appear to roufe at the ap- 
roach of alarm, or think himfclf obliged to provoke enemies by 
fhom he is not yet injured. 

I cannot therefore perfuade myfelf that we are to (land up fingle 
n the defence of the pragmatick fandion, to fight the quarrel of 
thersj or live in perpetual war, that our neighbours may be at 
eace. 

I fhall always think it my duty to difburfe the publick money with 
le utmoft parfimony, nor ever intend, but on the mod prcf&ng ne- 
ci&ty, to load with new exadions a nation already overwhelmed 
rith debts, harrafled with taxes, and plundered by a {landing army. 

For what purpofe thefe numerous forces are maintained, who are 
ow preying on the publick ; why we increafe our armies by land 
rhen we only fight by fea ; why we aggravate the burthen of the war, 
nd add domeftick oppreffions to foreign injuries, I am at a lols to 
etermine. Surely fome regard (hould be had to the fatisfadion of 
he people, who ought not, during the prefent fcarcitf of provifions, 
obe fiarved by the encreafe of an army, which feems fupported only 
confume them. 

As therefore part of our prefent expence is in my opinion unnecef* 
ary, I (hall not contribute to aggravate it by a new grant, for pur« 
H}(cs of which I cannot difcover that they will promote the advaa* 
ige of the publick. 

Sir Robert Walpole replied to the following eiFe^ : — Sir, the 
ragmatick fan£lion, which we are engaged to fupport, is not con- 
ned to the prefcrvation of the order of fuccefHon, but extends to 
II the rights of the houfe of Auftria which is now attacked, and by 
very formidable enemy, at a time of weaknefs and diftra^on, and 
lerefore requires our alfiftance. 

That others equally obliged by treaty and by intereft to lend their 
elp on this occafion fit reludive, either through cowardice or neg- 
gence, or fome profpedl of temporary advantage, may, perhaps, be 
rue ; but is it any excufe of a crime, that he uho commits it is not 
le only criminal i Will the breach of faith in others excufe it in 
s ? Ought we not rather to animate them by our aclivity, inflruA 
lem by our example, and awaken them by our reprcfcntations ? 

Perhaps the other powers fay to themfelvcs, and to one another, 
Vhy fllMld Hfc keep that treaty which Britain is viclating i Why 
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fiiould we exporcourfclvcs to danger, of ulikh &...: r v, : . 
fo celebrated for courage, is afraid? Why Ih /.i ! \.r : ..V. 
war, in which our moll powerful allv fcems un^ii i.-:^ : . 
vs? 

Thus the fame argument, an argimcnt eviJentlv d}''". li - • 
fpecious only bv inteiclt, m.iv bo ulcd bv a!l, till i«m c i ic:, rr - 
bold and hontrft ih.m the reft, fliall dare to rife in rin 'va* •■' '»• *^ r 
righrs which all have promlfeJ to maintain ; and win* fli--.jl..' : - • ■ 
grcateft nation be the fin\ that (hail avc.w h:r inlcnm -.-v -j :?*-'- • 
Why (hould not thev be moll diligent in the piot'ecij::-.»r. i !"— - -- • 
who have molt to Kife by it^ nil fear I'iaiT-; ? 

1 am always willinz to believe, ih.it no rr.cm*"rr of :*■•. -*■" ~''# 
makes ufe in any folcmn debate of ar.Miriie:i:s wf.ich i? » •: : .:■ 
rational to Hirifflt", and vet it is liifTunIt to ^■;\",t civ»- ih .t i' * 1 
can iniaj;ine himfclf lelcj eJ from :i j^romiri", ^yr'ijS- t .0 •'•. » r ■* » 
mife is broken bv aniihcr, cr tb.n be i> .it !;^^'. :f. f.» /• *• :• ^ .• f 
Li d:f!r.fs, b'^c^ufc nih;r> d.rcr: h-n, u!;.-''" .; oi «•'":■ r- • .: * : .. 
frtiftm to ixpei!l, an! ih.it ih. ;:if»r.- iii. ..iV.riaiuc i> lut. c :, :: : rr. ■; 
ji'Xht he has to deny it. 

Surely l;ic*h .ii^^'iinents .i; th^tV *.! Uiv/ nor, r^r.i r.n: 1 ■ • ' •. 
E'fore wc rc.::]l.iif our r r^Iict b\ '.h.r ^f ••'': r , ■• - r- • 
p-.')\c il..;t l!' V !i -Vw- »! 1 .' :■■•■•, v\'"'-. S j- ». t" j. .! ' • . 
f m* ■.'. :•:'■•:: t' c p:'-..'' : •, .'.iii :!• ::!■'■' .; l- ■ " 
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Let us, ibcrefore, infiead of hardening ourfelve^ in perfidy, or 
lulling ourfelves in (ecurity by their example, exert all our influence 
to unite them, and all our power to afift them« Let us (how them 
what they ought to determine by our refolutionsy and teach them to 
mEt by our vigour ; that, if the houfe of Auftria be preferved, our al- 
liance may be ftrengthened by new modTes of gratitude ; and that, if 
it muft be that the liberties of this part of the world be loft, we may 
not reproach ourfelves with having negleAed lo defend them. 

Mr. Pelham fpoke next to this purpofe :— Sir, it is not to be fup- 
poied that fuch members of this aflembly as are not engaged in pub- 
lick affairs Ihould receive very exad inuUtgence of the difpofitions of 
foreign powen, and therefore I do not wonder that the conduS of 
the Dutch has been mifreprefiented, and that they are fufpeded of 
neglefiing their engagements at a time when they are endeavouring 
to perform them* 

The Dutch have now under conllderation the^oft proper me« 
thods of affifting the queen of Hungary, and mmRaining the prag« 
matick faddion : it may be indeed juftly fufpeded from the nature of 
their conftitution, that their motions will be flow, but it cannot be 
aflerted, that they break their engagements, or defert their con- 
federates. "" 

Nor is there any reafon for imagining that the other princes who 
have incurred the fame obligations, will not endeavour to perform 
their promifes $ it may be eafily conceived that fome of them are not 
able at a fudden fummons to aflFord great affiftance, and that others 
may wait the refult of our deliberations, and regulate their conduft 
by our example. 

Not that we ought to negled our engagements, or endanger oar 
country, becaufe other powers are either perfidious, or infenfible ; for 
I am not afraid to declare, that if that fhould happen, which there is 
no reafon to fufpc£t, if all the other powers (hould defert the defence of 
the Auftrian line, (hould confent to annul the pragmatick fandion, and 
leave the queen of Hungary to the mercy of her enemies, I would ad« 
vife that Briuin alone Ihould pour her armies into the continent^ 
that (he ihould defend her ally againft the moft formidable confede- 
racy, and fbow mankind an example of conftancy not to be Ihaken, 
and of faith not to be violated. 

If it be therefore our duty to fupport the pragmatick fandion, it is 
now the time for declaring our leiblutioas) niVmd^ ^^ Vm^^vui^ ^Mrfi^ 
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is claimed by a nulticude of competitors, among whom the cirdor of 
^varia, a very powerful princcy has by his minifter notified bii pre- 
tenfions to the court of Briuin. 

The antient alliance between this prince and the French is veil 
known, nor can we doubt that he will not now implore their afift« 
ance for the attainment of the throne to which he afpires ; and 1 need 
not fay what may be expefted from an emperor wbofe cleratioa 
was procured by the forces of France. 

Nor is this the only prince that claims the Imperial crown upoa 
plaufible pretences, or whofe claims other powers may Cwmbtoe to 
fupport ; it is well known that even the Spanifh monarch belirrcs 
himfdf iniitled to ic, nor can we, who have no communication with 
him, know whether he has not declared to all the other princes of 
Europe, his refolution to ailert his claim. 

It is far from being impoflible that the prctenfions of the 
houfe of BourhM may be revived, and that though no fingk 
prince of that family (hould attempt to mount the Imperial throne, 
they may all confpire to difmember the empire into petty k.ir.g* 
doms, and free thcmfelvcs from the dread of a formidable oeijh- 
hour, by erefling a number of diminutive fovereigns, who mar be al- 
ways courting the afliilancc of their protcciors, for the fake ot hi:- 
railing each other. 

Thus will the houfc by which Europe h2s been hitherto pro:rclef, 
■fink into an empty name, anJ wc (hall be left to Hand a!onc a^xr.i 
al! the powers that profcfs a different religion, 2nd whofe tr.:e:t.^ 4 
oppofitc to that of Britain. 

Wc ou;:ht indeed to zci with the utmoft vi.;o ir, when wc frc oac 
of the moft powerful of the rcJormed princes To tar forgetful vf tre 
intercft of our religion as to co-opcratc with the dtfigr* of Fri.-Kt, 
and fo intent upon improving; the opjv>rtiiniry nt" JitlrtiErsj the ho*;* 
of Auftrij, as to ncplecl the common caulc, and ex pole hrr.fr;: or isi 
pofterity to the danger of becoming a dependent on the boaic U 
liouibon. 

For this rcafon, I cannot n::rcc that our arrrv, thou-h rutaer?fa 
and burihenfonie, i< srreatcr th;jn the nccclfity i.f att'airs rcqu'rc? : ;t wt 
cati our eyes on the continciii, nothing is to be fcen b it grn< 
fufion, powerful armies in motion, the dominions or one prii 
vac/cd, of anoOacr \\\Tcaiti\c^f^ the tumults of ambition in coe 
and a panic fti^\nc[s \i\ atvo\Vu% 
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What will be the event of thefc commotions who can dl/cover I 

m 

And how can we know what may determine the courfc of that flood 
of power, which is now in a ftate of uncertain fluduation, or feems 
driven to different points by different impulfes ? How foon may the 
Dutch fee their barrier attacked, and call upon us for the ten thoufind 
men which we are obliged to fend them ? How foon may the tioufe 
of Auflria be fo diflreffed as to require all oar power for its pre- 
fervation ? 

That we are to leave nothing unattempted fdr the fecurity of oUf 
own religion and liberty, will eafily be granted, and, therefore, un- 
lefs it can be proved that we may be equally fee u re, though the houfe 
of Auftria be ruined, it will neceflarily follow that we are with all 
our power to enforce the obfervation of the pragmatick fantflion. 

This is not an a^El of romantic generofity, but fuch as the clofcfl 
attention to our own intered (hows to be necefTary : in defending^ 
the queen of Hungary we defend ourfelves, and only extinguifli that 
flame, by which, if it be fuffered to fpread, we (hallourfclves be con- 
fumed. The empire may be confidcrcd as the bulwark ot Britain* 
which, if it be thrown down, leaves us naked and dcfencelefs. 

Let us therefore confider our own danger, and remember, that 
while we are confidering this fupply* we are deliberating upon nothing 
lefs than the fate of our country. 

Mr. PuLTENEY fpoke next to the effeft following :— Sir, I am on 
this occafion of an opinion different- from that of the honourable mem- 
ber who fpoke the fecond in this debate, though on mbfl queftioha 
our judgment has been the fame. 1 am fo far from feconding his 
propofal for delaying the confideration of this fupply, that I think it 
may juftly be enquired, why it was not fooner propofed. 

For the fupport of the houfe of Auftria, and the aflcrtion of the 
pragmatick fandion, no man can be more zealous than myfelf ; I am 
convinced how dofely the intereft of this nation and that of the Au- 
ftrian family are united, and how much cither muft be endangered by 
the ruin of the other, and therefore, I fhall not delay, for a fmglc 
moment, my confent to any meafures that n ay re-clUblilh our in- 
tereft on the continent, and refcue Germany once more from the jaws 
of France. 

1 am afraid that we have loft part of our influence in the neigh- 
boofing countries, and that the name of Britain is lefs formidable thar^ 
ir but if reputation is lo<* u , .. t*N tf^dt^H^x V^-i ^j^^^^^ 
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nnthin* to oppofe; they are weapons of which wc know not the cfe, 
and which we can only efcape by not coming within their reach. I 
know not by what fatality it is, that to treat and to be cheated, jre, 
with regard to Britons, words of the fame fignification ; nor do I 
intend, by thisobfervation, to afpcrfe the charaders of particular per- 
fons, for treatie , by whonnfoever carried on, have ended always witii 
fhe fame fucccfs. 

It is time, therefore, to know, at hngth, our wcaknefs and cr 
firength) and to refolve no Ipngrr to put ourfelvcs voluntarily In 9 
the power of our enemies : our troops have been always our abl<5 
negotiators, and to them it has been, for the mod part, nccelLrT at 
laft to refer our caufe. 

Let us then always pi^ktvc our martial char;ifl-. r, and negleci tb< 
praife of political cunning ; a quality which, I believe, we fhi\\ ncter 
attain, and which, if we could obtain, would add nothing to our h^ 
fiour. Let it be the pradtcc of the Britons to declare their rei<'!^- 
tioni without referve, and adhere to them in 0|^pofition to dar^rr^ 
let them be ambitious of no other elogies than thofe which zna^ te 
gained by honefty and courage, nor will they then ever find ihcir L^n 
^iffidcnr, or their enemies contemptuous. 

By recovering and afll*r:ing this character we may become rare 
more the arbiters of Europe, and be cotjrteJ by all the pro:-:*:-: 
powers as their prote^Slors; we may once more j'uhJuc the an. . > z 
of the afpirinit Fiench, and once more dclivr the houlc of A-.:;a 
from the inceflant purfuit of th fc rcKlcfs enemies. 

The defence ofih.it illuftrious family. Sir, has always sppca-c: ra 
me, fmce 1 ftudicJ the ftatc of Kuropc, the ur.\aii.iSe in:;.-.:: ■ : : 
Britifh nation, and our oMij^ations to fupp.-^rt it on thi> parrica «: .•:- 
cafinn have ulre idy been futBcie tly cxphincd. 

Whence It proceeded. Sir, that thole who now Ti 7ca!o*f! c > .': 
the Autlri.in irrertft, have been to plainly for^etfjl of it un <i • x- 
caftonS) 1 cannot determine. That treaties ha\e been n.aic \c- . ■ c 
to the adv.inta^re of thit family, aiid lli-t its cnc:iu^j S^*. c *<r •• 
frrtd to infult it without o;'»por;t:.n, is well known ; ^.^K \^^ '■ ' '% 
a:;o that it was debited in this houfc, whether ^ny n;oi.e\ ll^..« :c 
lent to the btc emperor. 

No pijl^l.ck or private character can be fupporteJ, n^^ cr.rr:\, ir, 
can Iw: intimidated, nor any frier.d confirmed in hi* ^dhctcr.tr, bK 
br 9L fieady and cou(vl\ttvv coxv&nx?^^ V^^j ^To^ftnj in all our j^'^oa 
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fuch endi at may be openly avowed, and by purfiiiiig ciieiii uriibw 
regard to temporary tncooveniencies, or petty obll.u leu. 

Such condudy Sir, I would gladly recommend 011 ihc |)icfA:ifl $^' 
caCon, on which 1 (hould be far from advifiii^ a fiiinl, hii jiu'/i^mu, 
or oiomentary alEftacce, fach fuppliej as drclaie diilulKiuc in mti tiwm 
ftrength, or a mean inclination to plcafcr contrary paitica iir lljc Uimi 
time, to perform our engagements with the c|uc:l'm, mul nmt'umis QUi 
friend (hip with France. It is, in my opiniun, pMipci in ici^nmit: i^4f 
ally with the Tpirit of a nation that expedtv her dn Wi'in* 10 Ut i4W<k4, 
that holds the balance of the world in her hand| and cjiii UMgw^^VM* 
queft and empire at her plcafurc. 

Yet, Sir, it cannot be denied that many powiritui rci^^^n* Ui4y be 
brou:h:ag3inft any new occadoiis of expcace, nor ikit wnUi^ui Iuh- 
jor and ailoni(hment that any man, convcrUnC in p<;liiu^| 1 JluI^. 
tions, C2n conhder the enormous profufjort oi ^hc naiHjul uc^fuic. 
In the ];:te dreadful confufun of the woild, wh&:ji chc ^uibiiioji ot 
France had fet half the nations of the iraich on ilam*-, wluii wc icm 
our :irmie$ to (he continent, and fought thcr gcncrji f|iiiajii:l ot ihUk- 
kind, we paid, during the rti^^nsof king VVilh.siii Mnd Uh £'uai Iul- 
cciibr, reigns of which every fumincr wa^ diiiiii^uiiiud by tunic Un- 
portant aciion, but four mil! ions ^caily. 

But our preparations for the picicui war, in which i'.ufcily a linuic 
Qi'ip of war has been taken, or a finp'Jc tonnU hud in Miiiji', Ijaic 
brought upon the nation an cxpf.iicc of hvc iniiJioii:i. h</ unit h nioie 
are we now obliged to p.iy to unpiCc il.i- w. aktii, d.^n foiuiijiy cii 
fubdue the moft powcrfu! ot our cn(.nn'( :>, 

Frugality, which is alwjys pru«Jc'nt, is, ;i( iii;<, i.iuc, Sii, indif- 
pcnfabie, when war, drcidtul a*) it i-, ni;iy ht: ituii'ii iiu jj.j,tcH of 
pur calamities; when i)ic rcafons h:ivc ilir.ippointfi) n^ o| hn-.i.l and 
an univcrfal fcarcity afKicls the naiiun. t.wiy d^y lifiii"^ UkaaunntH 
from different parts of thccountry, and every p.ecount 1:) .1 ii«.'w tvi.Jcn<c 
or'the general calamity, of the w.int of cniployuicnl lor ihc poor, and 
its necefl'ary confcqLcnce, the want of (imjJ. 

He that is fcarce able to pjtkivc h.njlL-lf, cannot hr expected to 
aflill others; nor is tha: money Co he ^'ranted to foicjjin powers, 
which is wanted for the fupptut of our fellow- fui)jcit-, w,io arc now 
languifhirg with difeafes, which unaccuflomed hard/hjips and un- 
wholcfomc provifions have brought upon ibtm, while wc ar? pro- 
viding 
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aiding agaksft cifianc dacgcn, and bewailing xhc dHb^&s of tbe hod; 

of Auftria. 

Let us not add to the mKenes of fiimtne the iiK«rfificarioos of rniA.'; 
anJ negled ; let our eonotrrnieii at If aft divide oar eare Vkth ozr 
atllcs, mi white we form fchemcs for fuccourio ▼ the qoeea of Hia- 
gary, let bs e.^dcavt>or to alleviate oeaier d.ftre&a, a»d prcrcac or 
pacify dcfOffiick (fitcoii tents. 

If dieie beany man whom the fight of mifrry cannot move to tos* 
poSon, wbocanbear the complaints of want without fympflthy, vd 
Hee the general calamity of his country without emplo)uig one hccr 
on fcbcmes for iu relief; let not that man dare to hoUt nl imcgmr, 
fidelftj) or honour ; let him not prefume to recommend the preicrT^ 
tioo of our faKh, or adherence to our coofederatcfl : chat wretch caa 
hive no real regard to any moral obligation^ who has forgotten :bor 
liffft daties whicn nature impn-fles i nor can he that negle^ the ti^ 
pineis of his country, recommend any good adion for a good reafoo. 

It fbouM be conGdered, Sir, that we can only be ufeful coooral- 
lies, and formidable to our enemies, by being unanimoui and nura* 
ally confident of the good intentions of each other, a:id that noitt fl{ 
but a ftcady attention to the publick welfare, a confiant reidineu t3 
remove grievances, and an apparent unwiilingi.efs to tmpcie new 
bjrthir.Sy can produce that unanimity. 

As the cajfc is therefore nee. Jarily to precede the effeil, aj fort^^a 
influence is the confcq-jence of appinefiat home. Ictus firft endea- 
vour to eda Ii(h tha: aLicnty and fccurify that may animate the peo- 
ple (o aliert cheir antiei.t fwpcriority to other nations, and reAore that 
plenty vthjeh may raife them above any temptation to repine at iT- 
filtance '^ivrn to our allici. 

No n:in. Sir, can v< ry follicitoufly wstch over the weifsre ef 
his nti:»M) -ur, whofe mind is <ieprcircd by poverty, or difirac^Cki Sy 
ttrror ; an J when the nation fhall fee us anxious for the prcf^rrvat 33 
of (he quern of Hun^jrv> and unconcerned about the wants of c^r 
fcll«.'4r-f'j'^j cls, what can be im.iglned, but that we have iom^ me- 
thcni of cxiir.p!in;r ourfcive^ f'om the common dinicl's, and that «e 
regard not Mic pulOic k mif'-ry wr.cn we do niU feel it ? 

%Sir R jnfKr U'ALr;LF. replied, to the fjil'^A-mg effc£i :— Sir, it 
\s aiwavs propT fi^r evr-ry n>an to lay (fcwn fon.e principles bpoa 

lich he [iii pv't'cs tna'l, whether in publuk or pri\ate; that bcoMf 
be ai Au^ . \vi\«.i\i\^^ u\\:civi\tv^ \tv4 \\W.J< .tc ^ tlu: h:s 
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may know what they are to exped, and hit adverfaries be able to tell 
why they are oppofed. 

It is necefiary, Sir, even for his own fake, that be may not be always 
ftruggling with himfelf ; that he may know his own determinations, 
and enforce them by the reafons which have prevailed upon him to 
form them ; that he may not argue in the fame fpeech to contrary 
purpofes, and weary the attention of his hearers with contrails an^ 
antithefes^ 

When a man admits the neceiEty of granting a fupply, expatiates 
upon the danger that may be produced by retarding it, declares 
againft the lead delay, however (pecioufly propofed, and infortes the 
arguments which have been already offered to (how how much it is 
our duty and intereft to allow it ; may it not reafonably be imagined, 
that he intends to promote it, and is endeavouring to convince them 
of that neceffity of which he feems himfelf convinced ? 

But when the (ame man proceeds to difplay, with equal eloquencet 
the prefent calamities of the nation, and tells to how much 
better purpofes the fum thus demanded may be applied ; when he 
dwells upon the poffibility that an impolitick ufe may be made of the 
national treafure, and hints that it may be afked for one purpofe 
and employed to another, what can be collefied from his harangue, 
however elegant) entertaining, and pathetick ? How can his true 
opinion be difcovered ? Or how (hall we fix fuch fugitive reafonings, 
fuch variable rhetoric ? 

I am not able, Sir, to difcern, why truth (hould be obfcured; or 
why any man (hould take pleafure in heaping together all the argu« 
ments that his knowledge may fupply, or his imagination fuggeft, 
againft a propofition which he cannot deny. Nor can I affign any 
good purpofe that can be promoted by perpetual renewals of debate, 
and by a repetition of objedions, which have in former conferences, 
l4>n the fameoccafion, been found of little force^ 

When the fyfiem of afiairs is not fully laid open, and the l^iemes 
of the adminiftration are in part unknown, it iseafy to raifc olijedions 
formidable in appearance, which perhaps cannot be anfwered till the 
ncceffity of fecrecy is taken away. When any general calamity has 
fallen upon a nation, it is a very fruitful topic of rhetoric, and may 
be very pathetically exaggerated, upon a thouland occafions to wh 
it has no neceilary relation* 
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Socby in my Opinion, Sir, is tbe ufc 1 the prcfiai fia* 

citj, a misfortune infliAed upon us bf t 11 of Pr nridcaor ihi^ 
not upon us only, but upon all tbe nations on this fide of ihe gfa^ 
Aiany of which fuffcr more, but none kfs than ourielves. 

If at fttch a time it is more bunbenfoine to tbe natioQ to nife Cf» 
plies, it muft be remembered, that it is in propoitioa diScsk ■ 
bther nations to oppoTe tbofe meafi s for which the foppEei at 
granted ; and that the fiune fum is of greater eficacj in tioMs of 
city than of plenty. 

Our prefent diftrefs will, I hope, foon be at an end $ and 
a few days may produce at lead fome alteration. It b not «ritho« n» 
fetty that I expeA the news of fome fucccfsful attempcs in Amsia^ 
which will convince the nation, that the preparations for war hjK 
not been idleihows, contrived to produce unneceflEuy cacpeaca. 

lo the mean time, it is neceflary that we fupport tlmt power vteth 
may be able to affid us agaioft France, the only nation from vVk^ 
any danger can threaten us, even though our fleets in America ftooal 
be unfucce&ful. 

If we defeat the Spaniards, we may alEft thehoofc of Aaftria vit^ 
out difficulty, and if we fail in our attempts, their alliance wiB k 
more neceflary. The fum demanded for this important p^'pc^ 
cannot be cenfured as exorbitant, )et will, I hope, be (m&cczz ' 
more (hould hereafter appear necelVury, 1 doubt not but it v.U X 
{ranted. ^ 

The queftion pafled without op[>'>riiio/. 
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